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BABINGTON (Ge*vasb) was born in Nottjrig-ai<»g.W* 
hamihire, educated at Trinity college in Cambridge 
1 (of which he became fellow), and, July 15, 157ft, 
incorporated mafter of arts at Oxford. He took 
bis dodor's degree in divinity, and was appointed domeftic 
chaplain to Henry earl of Pembroke president of the council 
in the Marches of Wales ; by whofe intcreft he became 
treafurer gf die church of Landaff, prebendary of Wellington 
in the cathedral of Hereford, and, in 15919 was advanced 
to the biihoprick of Landaff, which he ufed to call in joke 
Affe, the Land thereof having been alienated by his predecef* 
for Kitchin, in the days of king Henry VIII. and queen Eli- 
zabeth. In February 1594, he was translated to the fee of 
Exeter ; and, in IS97* to that of Worcefter : he was likewife 
made one of the queen's council for the marches of Wales. To 
the library of his cathedral at Worcefter he was a very great mi* 
benefador, not only repairing the edifice, but alfo bequeath- 
ing to it all his books; a gift of cooiiderable value. lie died 
of the jaundice, May 17, 1610 (a). 

(a) Hit writings were printed at 
firft in quarto, then, with additions, 
In folio, in 1615, and again in 1637, 
under this title* « The Works of too 
4 right reverend Fe^tfr in God, Ger- 
* fsfe Babingtofi, late Bjftop of 


' Worcefter, containing Comfortable 
' Notes upon the five Books of Mo* 

* fes, *uc, Oenefis, Exodus f LevitU 
' cus, Numbers, Deuteronomie. As 

* alfo an Expoftion upon the Greed, 
' the Commandnicflts, the Lord's 
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2 BACON. 

* Pfaycr j with a Conference betwixt * Tables of the principal matters ot 

* Man's Frailtie and Faith. And * each feverall Worke.* Biogr. Brit, 

* three Sermon*. With alphabetical ~ 

BACON (Roger) a learned monk: of the Francifcan or- 
der, was defcended of an ancient family, and born near II* 
Biog.Brit. chefter in SomerfetQiire, in the year 1214. He received the 
firft tincture of learning at Oxford, from whence he went to 
the univerfity of Paris, at that time much frequented by the 
Englifh, of whom the moft diftinguiflied for their learning 
and abilities highly careffed him. Having been admitted 
to the degree of doctor, he came back to England, and took 
the habit of the Francifcan order in 1240, when he was about 
twenty-fix years of age ; but according to others he became 
a^monk before- he left France. After, his return he was 
confidered as a moft able and an indefajigable; enquirer after 
Knowledge by the greateft men of that univerfity, who ge- 
neroufly contributed to defray the expences of advancing 
fcience by experiments, the method which he had deter- 
mined to follow. His difcoyeries were little underftood 
by the generality of mankind; and becaufe by the help 
of mathematical knowledge he performed things above com? 
mon underftandings, he was Mpe&ed of rhagic. He was 
perfecuted particularly by- his own fraternity, fo tftaj; they 
would not receive his works into their libtaty, and atlafthad 
Mift. of intereft enough (fays Dr. Freind V witfi' the general of thei* 
^hyfic, order to get him imprifoned; fo that, as he confers himfdf, he . 
'• * 43, had reafon to rep:., of his having taken fuch pairis in 4 the zxti 
and fciences. Bacon was poffeffer] with the notion of judi- 
ciary aftrology. He imagined that the ftars had a great in-^ 
fluence upon human affairs ; and by their means, he thought^ 
future things might be foretold. This, according to Dr. Jebb| 
making the friers of his order to confider him as a perfon en-; 
gaged in unlawful arts, occafioned his imprifonment (a). At 
the particular defire of pope Clement IV. Bacon collected toge- . 
ther and enlarged his feveral pieces, and fent them to him 

in 

« 

(a) The ingenious author of the morals (Epift. ad Clement. IV.) be* 
ftiogr. firit. observes that there U fides, his intimacy with bilhop Grout- 
great reafon to believe, that though, head, who had gone fo far a« to re-/ 
his application to the occult fciences prove pope Innocent IV. by letter, 
was pretended, yet the true cauie" of and was faid to have made nofcrupl* 
tit ill ufage was the freedom with of declaring; to thofe with whom 
Which he had treated the clergy, in he was intimate, that in his judg- 
hi 3 writings* la which he f pa red nei- roent the pope was Anti-Chrift (Mat. 
*h«jr their i^n.r&nce o«r their want of ParU Hiii. Angl. p. 875.) muft na« 
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in 1 267. This collection, which is the fame that himfelf Blog. Britj 
intituled Opus majits* or hi* Great Work, is (till extant (b). 
Dr. Jebb, the learned editor thereof, tells us, that Bacon 
Jeans to have propofed two- things principally in it, either by 
laying down a good fcfeeme of phtfofophy to excite the pope 
to reform the errors that had crept into the church ; or if he 
could not effect this, to propofe fuch expedients as would 
break the power of Antichrift, and retard his progrefs. For 
he appears to have been firmly perfiiaded that the church would 
foon be reformed, either by means of the pope himfelf, wbd 
was a man of integrity, or becaufe the exorbitant dominion 
of Antichrift would become obnoxious to mankind, and fo 
fall to deftruction* 

When Bacon had been- ten years in prifon, Jerom d'Af- 
coli, general of his order, who had condemned his doctrine, 
was chofen pope, and afiumed the name of Nicholas IV, At 
he was reputed a perfon of great abilities, and one who had 
turned his thoughts to philosophical ftudies, Bacon refolved 
to apply to him for his difcharge * and in order to (hew both 
the innocence and the ufefulnefe of his ftudies, addrefled to # 

him a treatife On the means of avoiding the infirmities of old 
sge(c). What effect this treatife had on the pope does not 
appear* But, towards the latter end of his reign. Bacon, by D 
the tntttpofition of feme noblemen, obtained his releafe, and g ive/* s thfe 
retucned to Oxford, where he fpent the remainder of his days' <fete in hit 
in peace, and died in the college of his order on the nth ofg! efa "* „ 
June 1294. * He was (fays Dr. Peter Shaw, a very able 108# n \ 

• judge of his merit) beyond all comparifon, the pf^atrft^SaEL^ 

* man of his time; and ought perhaps ftand in competition vol. i. p. iU 

• in the note* 

toraBy bring upon him the hatred teemed it one of the beft perform- 
ed a great part of the clergy ; more ances that ever was written, tranf- 
cTpecially fince his zeal led him to lated it into Englifh, under the title 
follow the practice, as well as the opt- of The cure of old age and prcferra- 
nioii, ofmYpatron, by wrhngfree- tion of youth 5 (hewing how to cure 
ly to the pope about the necei&ty of and keep off the accidents of old age,- 
a reformation* (Mf, Cotton* Tiber, and how to preferve the youth, 
C. 5« fol. 3.) Arength, and beauty of body, and the 

(b) In a beautiful folio, neatly fenfes, and all the faculties of both 
and accurately printed by William body and mind : by that great mathe- 
Bowyetv at London, A. D. 1733, matician and phyfician Roger Bacon, 
ander the title of Fratris Rogeri Ba» a Francifcan friar. Lond. 1 68 3, o&a- 
con ordinjs minorum Opus majus ad vo. He added notes upon every chap* 
Pementem quarrum pontificem Ro- ter of this work, and explains there- 
Aanion 1 ex Aff* codice Dublinienfi, in the phrafes by whieh our author 

aft* <ju*bufdam collato. concealed his fecrct medicines. 

(c) Dr € Rich*"* Browne, who ef- 
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c with the greatefc that have appeared fince. It ft wonder* 
4 ful, confidering the ignorant age wherein he lived, hour 

* he came by fuch a depth of knowledge on all fubjects. Hit 
c writings are compofed with that elegancy, condfenefs, and 
c ftrength, and adorned with fuch juft and exquifite obferva- 
4 tions on nature, that, among all the chemifts, we do not 

* know his equal. He writ many treatifes, fome of which 

* are loft, or locked up in private libraries; What relate to 
4 chemiftry, are chiefly two fmall piecea wrote at Oxford, 
< which are now in print, and the manufcripts to be feen in 

* the public library of Leyden, having been carried thither 

* among Voffius's manufcripts from England. In thefe he 

* attempts to {hew how imperfect metals may be ripened into 
« perfect ones.. He adopts Geber's notion, that mercury is the 

* common bafis of all metals, and fulphur the cement ; and 
+ (hews that it is by a gradual depuration of the mercurial mat- 

* ter, and the acceffion of a fubtle fulphur, i that nature pro- 
4 duces gold ; and that if, during the procefs,any other third 

* matter happens to intervene befide the mercury and fulphur, 

* fome other bafer metal will arife : fo that if we could but 
4 imitate nature's method, we might change other metals in- 

* to gold. Having compared (fays the fame ingenious writer) 
4 feveral of friar Bacon's operations with the modern expe- 
4 riments of Mr. Homberg, made by direction of that 

* curious prince the duke or Orleans, we judge that Bacon 
4 has defcribed fome of the very things which Homberg pub- 
4 liihes asnewdifcoveries. Thus, for inftance, Bacon teaches. 
4 expreily, that if a purs fulphur be united with mercury, it 
4 will produce gold: on which very principle Mr. Homberg' 

* has made many experiments for the production of gold, 

* 'defcribed in the Memoires de l'Academie des Sciences, an. 
4 1705. His other phyfical writings (hew np lefs genius and' 

* force of mind. In his treatife Of the fecret works of art 
4 and nature, he ihews that a perfon who was perfedly ac- 
quainted with the manner which nature obferves in her 

* operations, would not only be able to rival, but furpafs 

* her. In another piece, Of the nullity of magic, he fhews with 
4 great fagapity and penetration, whence the notion fprung, 
4 and how weak all pretences to it are. From a repeated 

* peryfal pf bis works (adds the fame fkilful chemift) we 
r find our friar was no granger to many of the capital difco- 

* yeries pf the prefent and paft ages. Gunpowder he cer- 
4 tainly knew ; thunder and lightening, he tells us, may be 
4 PWiJt*ce<J by art i for that fulgiujr, nitr^ an* charcoal* 


4AC0M. 1 

* whkh *hen ieparate have no fenfi ble effect, yet wheft 

* mixed together in a doe proportion, and clofely confined 
4 tod fired, they yield aJoud report. A more precife de- 

* (caption of gunpowder cattaot be given in words ; and yet 

* a jefuit, Bartbol. Schwartz, fome ages after, has had the 
4 glory 6f the difeovery. He likewife mentions a fort of in- 

* extinguifhable lire prepared by art ; which (hews he was not 

* unacquainted with phofphorus : and that he had a notion 
< of the rarefaction of the air, and the ftructure of an air- 

4 pump, is paft contradiction/ Dr. Freind afcribes the ho- Hift.ofPhy. 
nour of introducing chemiftry into Europe to Bacon, who, he 60 * F»*14* 
obferves, fpeaks in fome part or other of his works, of al- 
moft every operation now ufed in chemiftry, and defcribes 
the method of making tinctures and elixirs. * He was the 
' miracle (fays Freind) of the age he lived in, and the greateft 
4 genius perhaps for mechanical knowledge, which ever ap- 

* peared in the world fince Archimedes : he appears likewUe 

4 to hate been matter of the whole fcience of optics/ HeBiog.Brit # 
has very accurately defcribed the ufes of reading-glafles, and 
(hewn the way of making them. Dr. Freind remarks, that 
he alio defcribes the camera obfeura, and all forts of glaffes 
which magnify or diminiih,any object, bring it nearer to the 
eye, or remove it. farther off. Bacon tells us himfel£ 
that he had great numbers of buroing-glafles; .and that there 
were none ever in ufe among the Latins, till his friend Peter 
4e Mabarn Curia applied himfelf to the making of them. 
That the teleicopc was not unknown to him, is evident from 
jt pafiage wherein he fays, that he was able to form glaffes 
in fuch a manner, with refpect to our fight and the objects, 
that the rays (hall be rcfraded and reflected wherever we 
pleafe, fo that we may fee a thing under what angle we 
think proper, either near or at a diftance, and be able to read 
the finalleft letters at an incredible diftance* and to count thte 
duft and fand, on account of the greatnefs of the angle wil- 
der which we fee the objeds ; and alfo that we (hall fcarofe 
fee the greateft bodies near us, on account of the fmallnefs 
<>f the angle under which we view them. His (kill in aftrtf- Pref. to the 
nomy was amazing : he difcovered that error which occafioned°P usma J tt< * 
the reformation of the calendar ; one of the greateft effort*, 
according to Dr. Jebb, of human induftry : and his plan for • 
conceding it was followed by pope Gregory XIII. with thfe 
variation, that Bacon would have had the correclion to begin 
from the birth of our Saviour, whereas Gregory's amend* 
ment reaches no higher than the Nicene council* 
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BACON (fir Nicholas) lord keeper of the great feal in 
the reign of queen Elisabeth, was defcended of an ancient 
SnglUh Ba- family in Suffolk, and born in the year 1510. He was edu- 
renet^gc, ^^ at Corpus ChrifK or Bennet college in Cambridge, 
▼oh 1. p. z> w fr ert j, c afterwards founded fix fcholarfliips (appropriating 
Strypc^ three of them to the fchool which he built at Boteidale) and 
AaAalSt gave two hundred pounds towards erecting a new chapel. 
After leaving college, he travelled to France, and at his re- 
turn applied to the ftudy of the law in Gray's Inn, In 153 7, 
Pr. Brcfe'the was appointed folicitor of the court of augmentation. He 
^f root Qiprefented to Henry VIIL a fchemefof a feminary of ftatef- 
▼ou!* 1 *' mtn * ty founding a college for the ftudy of the civil law, 
f. lo. and the teaching of the Latin and French languages in their 
purity. Young gentlemen of diftingujflied parts, after being 
fufEciently inftru&ed in thefe things, were to be fent abroad 
with ambafiadors 5 wbilft others were to write the hiftory of all 
cmbaiEes, treaties, and other foreign transactions, and of all 
kurnet*s arraignments and public trials at home. This plan was never 
K'tf, oftbeCarricd into execution; but at the diflblution of the fflonaf- 
Rc^rmat teriess^ the king gave its author a grant of feveral manors in 
Biog*r P *Bn '.Suffolk, to be held in capite by knight's fervice$ and, in 
are.BAcoK.1546,. made him attorney of the court of wards. 

Upon the acceffion of queen Elizabeth he was knighted* 
and Dr. Heath, archhifliop of York and chancellor of Eng- 
land, refufing to concur with the queen's meafures, the great 
Xeal was taken from him and delivered to fir Nicholas Bacon, 
with the tide of lord keeper, and all the powers of a chancellor 
which no former lord keeper ever had, being only empower* 
ed to put the feal to fuch writs or patents as pafled of courfe, 
and not to hear caufes, or preftde in the houfe of lords. His 
Jcnown diflike to popery, and his favouring, for this reafon, the 
title of the houfe of Suffolk to the crown, rather than that of 
the queen of Scots, drew upon him a fufpicion of being con- 
cerned in a tract written by Mr. John Hales, clerk of the ha* 
naper, in favour of the Suffolk title ; and, in confequenct 
thereof, an order from the queen not to appear at court, or 
\ intermeddle in any other public bufinefs than that of chan- 

cery : even' the feal would, at the irtftigation of the earl of 
Leicefter, have been taken from htm,, and given to fir An- 
thony Brown, who had been lord chief jufttce of the com- 
mon pleas in. queen Mary's time, if' this gentleman's reli- 
gion, which was that of the church of Rome, would have 
permitted his accepting of. it. By the intereft of fir William 
Cecil, who by fome is thought to have been alfo privy to 
• „ Hales's 


Ifales's book, fir Nicholas was reftored to the queen's good 
opinion, and died femeftted'by her and the nation on the 20th 
of Februarys 1578-9. H« was interred in the cathedral of 
&• Paul's* where a monument was ereded to him* which 
was deftroyed by the fire of London, in 1669. His ion, the * 
great Francis Bacon, (ays y that his father the lord keeper was Work*, * 
a man plain, dire&, and conftant, without. all finefle and Tol,i *P*5S3« 
doubleneft * and one that was of the mind that a man in 
his private proceedings and eftate, and in the proceedings 
of ftate, fhould reft upen the foundnefs and ftrength of his 
own courfes, and nor upon pra&ice to circumvent others, 
according to the fentence of Solomon, * Vir prudens ad- 
Vertit ad greffus fuos ; ftuhus autem divertit ad dolos : ' in- 
fomucb^ that the bifhop 1 of Rofs [the Scotch ambaffador, 
who made the complaint agaiift him in the affair of Hales's 
book], a fubde send obfervmg man, faid of him, that he 
could fallen no words upen him, and that it was impoffible 
to come within him, bdeaufe he offered no play : and the 
queen-mother of France, a very politic princefs, faid of 
* him, ( that &e fhould have been of the council of Spain, be- 
*' caufe he dfcrpifed the occurrehts, and refted upon the firft 
f fide* '• He was twice married, and by his firft wife, Jane, 
daughter of William Ferneley, of Weft-Creting in Suffolk, 
44q. he had, uTuefy 1. fir Nicholas Bacon, his eldeft fon j 2. 
Natbairad Bacon, of Strffkey in Norfolk, efq. 3. Edward 
Bacon, of Shrubland-hall in Suffolk, efq. and three daughters. 
By his fecond wife, Anne, one of the daughters of fir Antho- 
ny Cook tutor to king Edward VI. he had two fons, An* 
tbony and Francis. 

BACON (Francis), vifeount St. Alban's and lord high 
Chancellor of England, one of the greateft and moft univerfal 
genittfes that atiy age or country hath, produced, was fon of 
fir Nicholas Bacon lord keeper of the great feal, and born at 
York-houfe in the Strand, t>n the 2ld of January, 1561* 
Being thus defcended, he was early initiated in a court-life, 
and, as himfetf exprefles it,* both by family and education, 
ringed with civil affairs. -His extraordinary parts, even when Works, 
a child, werefo confpicuous at court, that the queen would v °». i«. 
often delight to tails with him, and was wont to term him^ 1 * - 
her young lord keeper: one faying of his (he was particularly Lloyd's 
pleafed with; having afkedhim his age, whan he was yeta s *? te Wor * 
boy, he anfwered ' readily, that he was two years younger Rj"|£? a i9 * 
than her majefty 's happy reign. On the 1 6th of June, 1573, Life of Urd 
being then in lus twelftn year, he was entered of Trinity col-. Bacon * 
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lege, Cambridge, under Dr. John Whitgtft, *ftetfw»tdt *tth± 
Raviey's bUhop of Canterbury. Before he wit full fixteerv he not 
Lif« of Ba- 0J jy un derftood Ariftotle's philofophy, but was even then 
TemfoiA* come to a diflike of it, upon finding it rather contentious 
Btconiioa, than ufeful. At this early age his father called him from the 
F* '*• univerfity to attend into France the queen's ambaflkdor, fir 
Amy as rawlet, whofe efteem and confidence he gained to fuch 
a degree, that he was foon after charged by htm with a com* 
miffion to the queen, which he executed with (great approba* 
tion, and returned again to France to finiw his travels* 
During his flay in that kingdom his father* died, without mak- 
ing that feparate provifion for htm which he bad intended* 
This obliging htm to think of fomc profeffion for a fubfiftance* 
he applied himfelf, mote through neceffity than choice, to 
the ftudy of the common law, and for that purpofe feated 
lUwley. himfelf in Gray's Inn. At the age of twenty-eight be was 
Pugdaie. chofen by that honourable ibciety for their lent- reader, and af* 
STfiSbtt" terwards thcir douMe-readcr. At this time he appears to have 
Fuigentio, drawn the firft out-lines of his grand inftauration of the fci- 
Workt, ences, in a treatife entitled Temporis partus mafculus, which, 
p. ^-!'. 1S l°ft» He now bent bis endeavours to obtain feme hooouv 
Ibi<l P . 5 1 6. able poft in the government, with a View, as himfelf declares* 
to procure the greater afiftance to his capacity and mduftry ill 
perfecting his philofophical defigns. Lord Burleigh interefted 
himfelf fo far in his behalf as to obtain for him, not without 
fUwley. oppofition, the reverfion of the office of regifter to the ftar- 
chamber, worth about 1600 1. a year ; but it did not fall to 
him till near twenty years afterwards. The court and mini* 
ftry of queen Elizabeth were, through her whole reign, di- 
vided into two fa&ions ; at the head of one were the two 
Cecils 5 and at the bead of the other, firft the earl of Lei- 
cefter, and afterwards the earl of Eflex. The coldneft 
which the Cecils (hewed to Bacon, and the early friendfhip he 
contraded with Eflex, educated at the fame College, were pro* 
bably the firft caufe of his attachment to this nobleman, whom 
Bacon's he confidered, not as the likelieft pcrfon to procure his own 
Works. advancement, but as the fitteft perfon to do good to the ftata* 
wU p .6q6. Sir Robert Cecil in particular, who bore a mortal hatred to 
Eflex, and entertained a fecret jealoufy of Bacon on account 
of his fuperior talents, threw insurmountable obftacles in hia 
way to preferment, fuggefting to the queen, that he was a 
fpeculative man, whofe head was filled with philofophical 
notions, and therefore more likely to perplex than to forward 
public bufinefs : hence, the utmoft intereft of Eflex, who with 
all the warmth of an affe&ionate friend, bad long folicited his 

t . preferment^ 
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J Uiium spt, ooold qot procure for him the place of attorney Wotk* 
ox that of folicitor-general to her inajefty. His anxiety on™ 1 '"- 
account of the narrowhefs of his circumftances being in- £4^1753. 
creafed by this failure of- his expectation of preferment had 
a very bad efie£t upon his conftitution of body, which was 
naturally not firm, and weakened ftill more by the intem- 
perance of his night-ftudies : his difappointment even funk Dr. Bitch's 
lb deep into his fpirit, that he was on the point of hiding his ^^Vjf^* 
grief and refentment in fome foreign country j but was di- 
verted from his purpofe by his friends : and frequently consi- 
dering that he was not performing his duty whilft he left 
thofe ftudies unprofecuted, by which he might do fervice to 
mankind, and followed thofe that depended upon the will of 
others, he laid afide, for a time, all further thoughts of riling 
In life* and more vigoroufly profecuted the defign of his In- 
fiauration* 

In 1597, he publUhed hisEflays orCounfels(A), a work, 
which, by difplaying bis uncommon flcill in all the offices of 
civil life, proved of great fervice to his character. 

Upon die death of queen Elizabeth and the acceffion of 
king James, his former views returned, and he made, though 
not without difficulty, confiderable advances in dignity and Dugdale, 
preferment. On the 23d of July 1603, he received the ho- vo,# jj* 
nour of knighthood ; and on the 25th of Auguft 1604, was R^mcr, 
conftituted by patent one of the king's learned counfel, with vol* *▼. 
a fee of forty pounds a year ; and on the fame day had a pen- *' & 6 * 
fion of fixty pounds a year affigned him for life, in confidera* 
tion of the fpecial fervices received by the king from him and 
bis brother Mr. Anthony Bacon. 

In 16059 fir Francis Bacon published a preparative or in- 
troduction to his great work, in a treatife Of the Advance- 
ment and proficiency of Learning. The general defign of 
this book was to give a fummary account of that ftock of 
knowledge whereof mankind were pofleiTed j to lay down 
this knowledge under fuch natural branches, or fcientifical 
divifions, as might moft commodioufly admit of its farther Shiw*i 
improvement; to point out its deficiencies, or defiderata j ^V M, ? 1 2 I, J 
and, lafdy, to (hew, by examples, the direct ways of fup- con Work* 
plying thefe deficiencies. He, after his retirement, very vol. i. • 
much enlarged and corrected the original, and, with the at-?* 1 *™* 

(a) The reafon why Mr. Bacon in writing, and were very likely to 

published thefe Etfays at this time, he come into the world in print with 

ttJfe us in the dedication of them to more imperfections than the author 

his brother Mr. Anthony Paeon, was, thought it joit to take upon himfelf. 
tjtti many of them had ftolen abroad 

fiftance 
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Workt, ' fiftarice of fome frends, turned the whole into fatinV v Tftt& > 
*»Up.73*. is the edition of 1 623, and ftands as the firft part to his grind 
Inftauration of the Sciences. 

Sir Robert Cecil, now earl of SalHbufy, who had oppsfecf 
Bacon's preferment under Elizabeth,' feems td have obferv- 
ed the fame conduct in this reign * and with him joined fit* 
Edward Coke, the king's attorney-general, wtio was jealou* 
of Bacon's reputation in many parts of knowledge, and en- 
vied and feared his abilities as a ftatefmari. It was not there* 
fore till after many fervices rendered to the king, and re- 
peated felicitations made to his mlftifters, that fir Francis* 
Bacon obtained, in 1607, the place he had fo long expected 
of folicitor-general. This year he fent his treatife, entitled 
Cogitata et vifa, which was the foundation* of Jiis NbVum 
Vol. ii, organum, to Dr. Andrews bifliop of Ety; defirirfg his Opi- 
p ' 4 9- nion of it. In 1610, he publtthed, ia Latin, another trea-' 
Dr. Shaw's tife, entitled De fapientia veterum. This piece, a very in- 
AWdMnent g en,ous writer obferves, appears like a rich cabinet 6f an- 
of Bacon*t tiques opened and fet to view. The happy talent -Which the? 
Work*, author in his phyfical works employs to interpret nature, is 
▼oJj.p.541. j cre em p] y e< j t0 interpret the dark oracles of men : and to fay* 

the truth, he feems to have ufed the like artifice in both, pfb- : 
ceeding according to the inductive method delivered in the fe- 
cond part of the rlovum organum, without which, orfome- 
thing of the kind, it would not be eafy to derive fudi depths 0^ 
knowledge from the enigmas or dark parables of antiquity. 
What the author is forced on many occafioris to ftiffe y or at 
rnoft tofpeak only by halves, for fear of offending, in this wbrlfc* 
he openly avouches in a manner that is fcarce liable to tXt<fp-* 
tion : he appears indeed to have chofen the prefent fubjectf the 
rather becaufe the courfe and nature of decyphering the my-' 
thology of the ancients would give hini an opportunity of 
freely, or lefs offenfively, expreffing his fentiments for the' 
improvement of arts and fciences, and the general advantage' 
of mankind. 
Dwgdale's In 1611, fir Francis Bacon was conftituted judge of the* 
Baronage, iftarlhal's court jointly with fir Thomas Vavafor then knight-* 
P*. 438*. marihal. In 161 3, he fucceeded lir Henry Hobart, advanced* 
to the place of chief juftice of the common pleas, as attorney-' 
general. The next year, an objection haying been ftarted 
in the houfe of commons, that a feat there was incompatible 
with the office of attorney-general, which required his fre- 
quent attendance in the upper houfe j the commons* from- 
their particular regard forJBacon, over-ruled it. 

Whtir 
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Wfceh fir Geerfee Villers became pofleffed of king James's 
confidence. Bacon, confeious that none couM ferve the new 
favourite, and through him his country, more nobly or ufe- 
fully than himfelf, entered into a ftrict friendlhip with Vil- 
lers, and gave an admirable proof of the Sincerity thereof on 
his part, in that letter of advice how to dticharge every part 
•of the difficult office of prime minifter, which is full extant 
among his works. June 9, 1616, he was railed to the dig- Camdea. 
Jiity of a privy counfellor, whilft he was ftill in the office of 
attorney-general : and as he had now more lejfure from pri- 
vate caufes, he was defirous to dedicate more time to public 
fervice $ and therefore made an offer to the king of a new 
Digeft of the laws of England. 

March 7, 1617, upon the chancellor's voluntary resigna- 
tion of the feals, they were given to fir Francis Bacon, with 
the title of lord keeper. 

The king went foon after to Scotland, and in his abfence Worki, 
the prince of Wales's marriage with an infanta of Spain was vo1 * "• 
brought tipon the carpet. The lord keeper foreiaw the diffi- p * 544 * 
culties and inconvenienctes that would attend this tneafure, 
and honeftly reprefented them both to his majefty and to 
Villers. Whilft the king was in Scotland, another affair 
happened, which gave Bacon no fmall uneafinefs : fecretary 
Winwood, out of dtflike to the lord keeper, was defirous of 
bringing fir Edward Coke into favour, and with this view 
prevailed with fir Edward to confent to his daughter's marry- 
ing fir John Villers, brother to the favourite, which alliance 
he had before rejected not without marks of difrefped. Bacon, 
apprehenfive that if Coke fhould be brought again into the 
council, all his great defigns for the nation's welfare, the ex- 
ecuting whereof was his principal motive for foliciting the of- 
fice of keeper, would be thwarted, and his power greatly lef- 
iened by the lofe of Villers' favour, remonftrated againft the 
projeded marriage, both to that lord and to the king. Ne- 
verthelds, as the lady was a great fortune, Villers highly ap- 
proved of the match, and both he and the king took offence 
at Bacon's oppofition to it. Their refentment of his conduct See B*coa*t 
on this occafion appears, however, to have been of ihoit voJ ° r jj* 
continuance, for January 4, 1 6 1 8, fir Francis Bacon was con- P . 555" 
ftitiited lord high chancellor of England, and on the nth of^-'Sj** 1 * 
July following created baron of Verulam in Hertfordshire. p4. 

The defire of introducing and eftablifliing his new and 
better philofophy, one capital end of which was to difcover 
methods of procuring remedies for all human evils, feems to 
have been his ruling pafTioi* through^ life : in 1620, amidft 

all 
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All the variety of weighty bufioeft in which hit high office 
neceflarily involved htm, he published the moll ftnifhed and 
important, though the leaft read, of all his philofophical 
tra&a, the Novum organum fcientiarum. The defigff of thfe 
piece was to execute the fecond part of the Inftauration, by 
advancing a more perfect method of ufing the rational faculty 
than men were before acquainted with ; in order to raife and 
improve the underftanding as far as its prefent imperfe&ftate 
admits, and enable it to conquer and interpret the difficul- 
ties and obfcurities of nature. The next year he was acftsfed 
of bribery and corruption. The king found it was impoffibte 
to fave both his chancellor, who was openly accufed of cor- 
ruption, and Buckingham, his favourite, who was fecretly 
and therefore more dangeroufly attacked as the encottrager or 
whatever was deemed mod illegal andoppreffive: he therefore 
forced the former to abandon his defence, giving him pofitive 
advice to fubmtt himfelf to his peers, and promiling, upon bis 
princely word, to fcreeft him in the laft determination, or if 
that could not be, to reward him afterwards with ample re- 
tribution of favour (b). The chancellor, though he forefaw 
bis approaching ruin, if he did not plead for himfelf, reiblved to 
obey, and took leave of his majefty with thefe words, * Thofe 

* that will ftrike at your chancellor, it is much to be feared 
c will ftrike at your crown ; ' and wifhcd» as he was the firft, 
fo he might be the laft of facrifices. The houfe of peers, 
on the 3d of May, 1621, gave judgment againft him, € That 

* he fbould be fined 40,000 1. and remain prifoner in the 

* Tower during the king's pleafiire ; that he (hould for ever 

* be incapable of any office, place, or employment in the 
' ftate or commonwealth ; and that he (hould never, fit in 
« parliament, or come within the verg* of the court. 9 But 
he was foon reftored to his liberty, and had his fine remitted fc 
and was fummoned to the firft parliament of king Charles (c). 

After 

(b) The. author of the Eflay on laid on his fervants ; and there is ns> 
Spirit ( wko is generally fuppofed to doubt that fome of them were guilty, 
be Dr. Clayton bifliop of Clogher) in and that their lord had this opinion 
his Defence of that Eflay, p. 34* <jf them s one day, during his trial, 
fays, that lord Bacon had too much parting through a room where feveral 
learning and too much honefty to be of his domeftics were fitting, upon 
a favourite with the clergy of thofe their riling up to fahite him, hefaid, 
days ; and that to their influence ' Sit down, my matters, your rift 
with king James he probably owed * hath been my fall. 9 Stephens, p. 
his difgracey and was pitched upon liv. And we are told by Rumworth 
as a fcape-goat to fave the head of in his Historical Collections, ' That 
Buckingham. * he treafured up nothing for himfelf 

(c) The greateft blame is generally ' or family, but was over-indulgent 
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After this fentence be retired from civil affairs, and for five 
years gave himfelf wholly up to philofophy and writing ; fo 
that during this time he executed feveral portions of his grand 
Inftauration, but did not live to finilh the whole fo far as he 
had hoped to do; Though he enjoyed, after his fall, 1 800 1, 
a year out of die broad-feal and alienation-office, and his 
lands brought him about a third more, yet his great liber- 
ality when in place, and his expense in procuring and making 
experiments, reduced him to ftraits, which forced him to 
make Aich applications to king James, as prove hi) great ad* 
drefs and perfect knowledge of that prince's difpofition. He 
died April 9, 1626, at the earl of Arundel's houfe at High- 
gpte, of a fever attended with a defluxion upon his breau: * 
and lies buried in St. Michael's church at St Alban's, where 
a monument was ereded for him, by fir Thomas Meau- 

s, once his fecretary, and afterwards clerk of the council. 

e was of «a middling ftature ; his forehead fpacious and open, 
early tmprefled with the marks of age ; his eye lively and pe- 
netrating ; his whole appearance venerably pleating. He con* 
tinned fuigle till after forty, and then took to wife a daughter, 
of alderman 3&rnham of London, with whom he received a 

{Jentiful fortune, but had by her no children : and flic out* 
ived him upwards of twenty years* 

« to bis fervants, and connived at • fufpe&ed for injuftks, yet never 

4 their takings, and their ways be- * any decree made by him was re-. 

« trayed him to that error t they ' verted at unjiuV It was peesJiar 

« were profufe and expenfive, and to this great man (fays the author of 

« had at their command whatever he the Btogr. Brit.) to have nothing 

'was mailer of. The gifts taken narrow and fclfilh in his competition $ 

+ were for the moft part for interlo* he gave away without concern what* 

• cntory orders; his decrees were ever he pofltfled $ and, believing other 
' generally made with fo mnch equi- men of the tame mould, be received 

* ty, that though gifts rendered him with as little confidention. 

BACONTHORP, or Bacondorp, (John) firnamed Lelaad. 
the Refolute Dodor, a learned Englilh divine, who flouriflb- J ? ? 6 ^ 
•d towards the end of the thirteenth century, born at B>a- Brit™? 1 * 
conthorp, a fmall village in Norfolk, from whence he took cap. 374, 
his name. He fpent Tome of his early years at a convent 
ih Norfolk, from whence he removed to Oxford, and from 
thence to Paris, where he had a degree in divinity and laws 
conferred upon him, and was in high reputation for his learn- 
ing, being efteemed the head of the Averroifts(A), Up- 
Oii his return to England, he was chofen twelfth provin- 
cial of the Carmelites, in an affembly of that order held 
at LQndpn in the year 1329. Fqut year$ after, he was in- " 

(a) See the article Avsaaeif, r 

• vitri 
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vited by letters to Rome, where he Was held in great efteeim 
During his refidence here, he had feveral diiputations on the 
fubjeft of marriage, in which he gave great offence to ma- 
ny, by afcribing too much to the papal authority in difpenf* 
ing with the laws of God in regard to marriage > but he a£» 
terwards retraced his opinion on this fubje&, and proved by 
Bakus de the ftrongeft arguments from reafon and Scripture, that, in 
centTvf nt degrees °f con&nguinity prohibited by the divine law, the 
«*p. 1/ pope had no difpenfing power. Bacon thorp died at Londoa 
in the year 1346. . He wrote feveral treatifes (b). 

• * 

(b) The mod remarkable of tbofe pro defenfione ejufdem ordinis. HUI* 

which have been publilhed, are the Literar. Saee. Wicklcv. ann. 1329, 

twofollowing s Leland gives a long catalogue of 

• 1. Coromeotaria, feu qweftiones Baconthorp's works, which were ne- 

fuper quatuer librae Sentenuarum ; ver publiflied, the moft reaurkaWet 

published at Milan in 1 5 10, and of which are the four following 9 

161 1 $ at Cremona, in 16 18 5 twice 1. Commentaries on all the Book* 

at Paris, and once at Venice. of the Bible, and on St. Auftin'f 

*, Compendium legts Carifti et Book De civitate Dei. 

quodlibita, Venice, 15*7. a* Several Treatifes agtinft the) 

. Dr. Cave mentions another piece, Jews. 

but is not fure whether it was ever £• A Treatife agaiaft Pope John, 

. ffcbfiroed: it is entitled, Tra&atu* concerning the Vifion of theBlefled, 

doode ves^iU.c^tmeCarmelitaaiyef 4. Difcow&s on various Subject, 
compendium hiAoriarum et jurium 

■ * 

BAILLET (Adrian) a -learned French author, borr> 
Jtoae 13* 1649, atNeuville, a village near Beauvais in Pi-* 
cardy. His father was very poor, and could not afford to 
give him a proper education ; but there being a convent not 
far frr^m Neuville, young Baillet ufed to go thither frequent* 
ly 3 in the morning he affifted the priefts at mafs, and the 
reft of the day ufed to do all the little offices in his power 
NiceronV to the fexton and the other fathers of the houfe. Thcfex- 
McmoiM, ton was f pleafed with his behaviour, that he conceived an 
ft 01 ^, 1 "* affeflion for him, and taught him to read and write. He 
was afterwards recommended to the bifhop of Beauvais, who 
lent him into the little feminary of Beauvais, where he ftudi- 
ed Greek and Latin, and afterwards applied himfelf to phi- 
lofophy, hiftory, chronology, and geography. In 167a, 
be went into the great feminary, where he ftudied divinity. 
In 1672, he was appointed to teach the fifth form in the col- 
lege of Beauvais ; and the fourth, two years afterwards : this 
employment, befides his board, brought him in about 60 1. per 
annum, part of which he gave towards the fupport of his poor 
relations, and the reft he fpent in books* 

In 1676, he entered into holy orders, and the bifhop &f Beau- 

*ais prefented him to $e vicarage of Laidieres, which* though 

I only 
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only worth about 30 1. • per annum, vet, fo temperate was Mr, 
Baillet in his way of living, that he maintained his brother Abage * 
and himfelf with this allowance, gave fome charity to the *J *>• ** 
poor, and went once a year to buy books at Paris. In JJJfJf 
1680, being appointed library-keeper to Mr. de Lamoignon,ofth« fop 
advocate-general to the parliament of Paris, he applied hina^ »en»4e*Sa 
felf with great affiduity to draw up an index of all the fob- vant * 
jcds treated of, in this gentleman'* library, and finUhed it 
m Auguft 1682. The additions he continued to make in«* 
creafed it at length to fuch a degree, that it contains thirty* 
five folio volumes, all written in M. Baillet's own hand, 
He wrote a £atin preface, which was publiibed : in this he 
promifea another index, or catalogue of all the authors in 
M, de Lamoignon's library. If you knew the fubject treat* 
cd of, but not the name of the author, you find it in the firft 
index ; if you knew the author's name, and not the fubject 
be wrote upon, this, was to be looked for in the fecood in* 
dex. When he had finished this laborious undertakings 
he 'applied himfelf to his Jugemens des Savans, and bav-t 
ing completed the firft four volumes, he g*ve them to the 
booklelle^ demanding nothing for thejfo eaecept a. fewca<% 
pies for his friends. The bookfeller printed a vaft lum-Re^kd* 
ber of them, which were all fold off in a, very (hort time. J^Se. 
M. Baillet had written a plan <?f his, defign, but the 
firft four volumes were printed withoqt ijt(A). Mr. Bayle 
gave a very favourable account of the work : but, not-, 
withftanding th$ ufefulriefc thereof, and though the author* 
feldoro fpeaks his own opinion, relating chiefly the judg- 
ment of others,, yet the liberty he takes in giving not 
only what is favourable to authors, but what had been cen- 
tred in them, raifed him many enemies* The friends of, 
M. Menage, of whom M. Baillet had fpoke in a ludicrous 
manner, made a great clamour. Father Commirc wrote a 
Ihort poem in Latin, entitled Afinus in Parnaflb, in defence 
of M. Menage. Yhere were others who wrote alfo againft 
him; neverthelefs he. went on with great affiduity to finifli' 
the remainder of the work, and his five volumes on the poeti 
were accordingly published in 1686. 

Soon after the publication of thefe laft volumes, M. Me- 
nage publifbed his And- Baillet^ Some other author wrolte 
alfo four letters, wherein bcattacks with great Severity the- 

(a) They were printed at Paris in fur les principaux ©uvrages deft an* 
lamp, in the year 1685, with the teur*. Vie de Baillet. . 

following title, logemens del Savons 

* iky lt> 
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HomnvM ftyle and manner of writing of M. Baillet. Father le Tellfcl 
iUuftres. the Jefuit, according to Niceron, was the author of them | 
pan a*" an< * MrJJayle fays, it may be eafily perceived that they came 
p. 127! from the Jefuits, who were provoked againft M. Baillet, be- 
Let. cfi. cau f c he had {hewn himfelf fomewhat partial to the gentlemen 
••4*> of the Port Royal, and had fpoken in a difrefpectfiil manner 
of the Jefuits. 

|n 1688, M. Baillet publiihed his work concerning children 
famous for their learning and writings (fi). It gave him un- 
eafinefs to find that many perfons of quality were led away 
by a notion that ftudy was hurtful to the health and wit of 
children. This induced him to (hew the contrary by feverat 
examples, ancient as well as modern. He defigned this piece 
Only as a dedication to be prefixed to a larger work, but 
finding the fubje£t to grow under his pen, he publiihed it by 
itfelf, and adflrefTed it to young M. de Lamoignon. 

When M. Menage's Anti-Bailkt was puMifhed, our au- 
thor took occafion from thence to write a book concerning 
fuch fatyrs, in which a man's name was conneded to the 
word Anti (c). He afterwards applied himfelf to a very large 
work, wherein he intended to difcover the true names of 
thofe authors who had concealed themfelves under fiflkitioua 
ones $ but though bis materials were ready, yet they being 
moftly Latin, he did not care to publifh them in that lan- 
guage, and printed only a preliminary treatife to his great 
work(o). In the year 1691, he publiihed in French the 
Life of Des Cartes, in two volumes 4to, which he after* 
wards abridged and reduced to one volume ittno. Ac 
the defire of his friends he wrote alio the Life of Edmund 
Richer, doctor of the Sorbonne, but he never publiih- 
ed it (e). In 1693, he publiihed a Hiftory pf Holland, 
from 1609, to the peace of Nimeguen in 1679(F). The 
next year he wrote a piece concerning the worfliip due 

(■) Let enfant devenus cekbret autre* tome I. contenant le traitfc 

par leurs etudes et par leort cents. preliminaire fur le changernent et la 

(c) He published it in 1689, with fuppofition des noma parmt let an* 
this title, Det fatyres perfonelles, teurt* Parts, 1690* 19010. 

trait* hiftorique et critique des edict, (a) It wat printed, feveral year* 

qui portent le titred'Anti. Parts, after hit death, at Liege in 17x4* 

% vol. in umo. in nmo. Niceron, p. 35. , 

(d) Nothing of thit work hat been (f) It was intended at * continua- 
pubE(hed except the preliminary tion of that of Grotius, and contains* 
treatife, which is entitled, Auteuvs four volumes in izrao. The author 
deguifes fous des noms strangers, atkumes In the title the name of Bal* 
•mprante>, fuppofte, feints a plaifir thafar d'Hezenail de U NewriUt is) 
abreges, chifris, renverfies, retour- Heft Vit dtBajliet, 

**>, ou changes d*uo« lanxue « m 
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to the holy Virgin (c), which, though approved by foufc 
doctors of the Sorbonne, and licenced by the chancellor, yet 
was attacked from two different quarters. He wrote alfo fe* 
teral other works (h). He had formfcd a defign of writing 
a complete iyftem of divinity, upon the points of the Chri- 
ftian faith, upon morality, aild upon the church difcipline, 
and all this fupported by the authority of holy Scripture, by 
the records of ecclefiaftical hiftory, by the fathers of the 
church, and by the examples of the faints; He prdpofed to 
have drawn up this work in an alphabetical order, under the 
tide of an Univerfal Ecclefiaftical DiAionary. It was to hav4 
confided of three volumes in folio : but his death, which 
happened, after a lingering illnefs* the lift of January, 1706* 
in the fifty-fixth year of his age, put an end to all his de* 
figns. ■ 

(«) It is entitled* De U devotion ltune in folio, and five in odavo* 
a la fainte Vierge, et da cuke qui lui 5. Les maximes de St. Etienne d4 

eft do. Grammonte. Paris, 1704, in duo* 

(h) Viz. decimo. This it a translation front 

j. De la conduite des ames. Pa- the Latin. 
A 1695, in duodecimo* 6'. La vie de Godfrey Hermans 

2. Difcours fur la vie des faintes. docleur de Sorbonne, et chanonine 
Paris, 1 700, oAavo. de I'eglife de fieauvals. Printed af- 

3. Les vies des faintes. Paris* ter the author's death at Amfterdanl 
1701, in three volumes folio. in 17 17, in duodecimo. 

4. Hiiioire des fetes mobiles ; les 74 Hiftoire des demeles du pap# 
vies des faihts de Tancien Teftament Boniface VIII. avec Philip le Bel Roy 
la chronologic et la topographic des de France. Paris* 17 18, duodecimo; 
faints. Printed at Paris in one vo- 

BAINBRIDGE (John) an eminent phyfician and aftro- 
homer, born in the year 1582, at Afliby de la Zouch, in 
Leicefterihire. He was educated at the public fchool of 
that town, and from thence went to Emanuel college in 
Cambridge, under the tuition of Dr. Jofeph Hall, af- 
terwards bifliop of Norwich. When he had taken his de- 
grees of bachelor and matter of arts, he went back to Lei- YV^A 
eefterfhire, where he taught a grammar-fchool for fotne years, V0 V a. "^ 
and at the fame time pra&ifed phyfic. He employed his lei- col. 34. 
fare hours in the mathematics, efpecially aftronomy, which Tho.Smith, 
had been his favourite ftudy from his earlieft years. By the ricJds'deWta 
advice of his friends, who thought his abilities too great for J. Bain* 
the obfeurity of a country life, he removed to London, where ? ri ^?*»£ 3 * 
he was admitted a fellow of the college of phyficians. His ^croncUm 
defcription of the comet which appeared in 1618, greatly eruditirr. ct 
taifed his chara&er. It was by this means he got acquainted 5JJ^ r '* iro J" 
with lir Henry Savile,. wbo» in the year l£iq, appointed him qaart«! 7 ° 
• Vol. II. C his 
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, hi6 ftrft profeflbr of aftronomy at Oxford, upon which he. 
removed to that univerfity, and was entered a mailer corn- 
Wood, ibid, moner of Merlon college, the mafter and fellows whereof 

appointed him junior reader of Linacre's le&ure in 1631, and • 
Smith, p. 6. fuperior reader in 1635. As he refolyed to publiih correct 
editions of the ancient aftronomers, agreeable to the ftatutes 
of the founder of Jlis profeflbr (hip ; in order to make hirnfeU 
acquainted with the difcoveries of the Arabian aftronomers, 
he began the ftudy of the arabic language when he w?s above 
forty years of age. Some time before his death, he remov- 
ed to a houfe oppofite Merton college, where he died, No- , 
vember 3, 1643, in the fixty-fecond year of his age. His 
bodywras conveyed to the public fchools, and an oration hav- 
ing, been pronounced there in his praife, by Mr. Strode the 
univerfity-orator, it was carried from thence to Merton col- 
* lege church, and there depofited near the altar, and an epi- 
taph inferibed on his monument. He left feveral works, but 
many of them have never been publifhed (a). 

(a) The three, following works cal rifing of the dog-ftar. Smith, 

Are all that were publifhed of his : p. 14. 

1. An agronomical Description of There were feveral diflertations of 
the late Comet, from the 18th of his prepared for and committed to" 
November 161$, to the 16th of De- ttie prefs the year after his death, 
cember following, London, 1619, but the edition of them was never' 
quarto. This piece was only a fpe- completed. The titles of them ar* 
cimen of a larger work, which the as follow : / 
.author intended to f>ublifh in Latin, 1. Anriprognofticon, in quo pl- 
under the title of Cornetographia. x>k aftrologicae, cceleftium-dombrum, 
Th. Smith, Commentar. p. 5. et triplicitatum commentis, magnif- 
• «. PrOcli fpharra. Ptolomaei de que Saturni et Jovis (cujufmodi anno 
hypothefibus planetarum liber fmgu- 1623, et 1643, contigerunt, et vice- 
la ris. To which he added Ptolemy's fimo fere quoque deinceps anno, rati* 
Canon regnorum. He collated thefe natura legibus, recurrent) conjunftio- 
pieces with ancient manufcripts, and nibus innixae, vanitas breviter de- 
has given a Latin verfion of them, tegitur. 

ill u ft rated with figures. Printed 2. De meridianorum five longrtu- 

in 1620, in quarto. dinum differentiis inveniendis difTer- 

3. Canicularia. A' treafife, con- tatio. 
cerning tha dog-ftar and the cani- 3. De ftetta Veneris diatriba. 
cular days. Publifhed at Oxford in There were alfo fome celefttal ob- 

1648, by Mr. Greaves, together fervations of his, which may be feen 

with a demonftration of the heliacal in Ifrnael Bullialdus's Aftronomia 

rifing of Sirius, or the dog-ftar, for Philolaica, publifhed at Paris in 1645. 
theparallelof Lower Egypt. Dr. Bain- Befides what we have mentioned, 
bridge undertook this work at the re- there are feveral other tracts which 
queft of archbifhop Ufher, but left it were never publifhed, but left 
imperfect, being prevented by the by his will to archbifhop Ufher j 
' breaking out of the civil war, or by among whofe manufcripts they ar« 
death, fo that he was not able to fi- preferved in the library of the college 
nifti his demonftration «f the' helia-*- of PuWin, Amongft others are the' 

following : 
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following t J. A Theory of the Surv 
2. A Theory of the Moon. 3, A 
Difcourfe concerning the Quantity of 
the Year* 4. Two volumes of Aftro- 
pomical Obfervations. 5. Nine or 
ten volumes of mifceJteoeous papers 
relating to the mathematics. Smith, 


He undertook like wife a defcrip- 
tion of the Britifh monarchy, in or- 
der to (hew the advantages of the 
union of England and Scotland un- 
der one monarch ; but this treatife 
was either loi\ or fuppreued by him. 
Ibid. 


BAKER (fir Richard) author of the Chronicle of the 
kings of England, born at Siffingherft in Kent, about the ' 
year 1568. In 1584, he was entered a commoner at Hart Wood's 
hall in Oxford, where he remained three years, which he Ath '»- 
fpent chiefly in the ftudy of logic and philofophy. From ^"i-., 
thence he removed to one of the inns of court in Lon^ vol. u.'~ 
don, and afterwards travelled into foreign parts, in order to col# 7'« 
complete his education. In 1594, he was, with fcveral other 
perfons of quality, created matter of arts at Oxford ; and iri 
May 1603, received the honour of knighthood from king See his 
James I. at Theobalds. In 1620, he was high-fheriff of Chronicle. 
Oxfordfhire, having the manor of Middle Afton and other # 
eftates iri* that county. He married a daughter of fir George 
Manwaring, of Ightfield in Shroplhire, knight ; and having 
become furety for fome of that family's debts, was there- 
by reduced to poverty, and thrown into the Fleet prifon, 
where he died February 18, 1644-5, an< * was buried about W00H. it id. 
the middle of the fouth ifle of St. Bride's church, Fleet- ftreet* coJ ' 74* 
He was a perfon tall and comely (fays Mr. Wood), of a ibid. 
good xlifpofition and admirable difcourfe, religious, and well- col. 7 2 « 
read in various faculties, efpecially in divinity and hiftory, 
as appears from the books he compofed (a). / 


(a) Betides his Chronicle, he has 
left the following works : 

1. Cato variegatus, or Cafe's Mo- 
ral Diftichs varied in verfe. London, 
1636. 

2. Meditations and Difquifitions 
on the Lord's Prayer. London, 1637, 
quarto. 

3. Meditations and Difquifitions 
00 the three laft Pfalms of David. 
London, 1639. 

4. Meditations and Difquifitions 
on the fiftieth Pfalm. Lond. 1639. 

5. Meditations and Difquifitions 
on the feven penitential Pfalms. 
London, .1639, quarto, 

6. Meditations and Difquifitions 


on the firft Pfalm. London, 1640, 
quarto. 

7. Meditations and Difquifitions 
on the feven confolatory Pfalms of 
David. London, 164O, quarto. 

S. Meditations and Prayers upon 
the feven Days of the Week. Lon«* 
don, 1640, quarto* 

9. Apology for Laymen writing 
on Divinity. London, 1641, duode- 
cimo, - 

10. Short Meditations on the Fall 
of Lucifer, printed with the Apology. 

1 1. A Soliloquy of the Soul, or a 
Pillar of Thoughts. London, 1641, 
duodecimo. 

12. Theatrum redivivum, or the 
C a Theatrt 


ad Uldus. 

* « 

Theatre vindicated} in anfwer to Item Italian into Snglilh, of die mar* 

Mr. Prynne's Hiftrio-maftrix. Lon- quia Virgilio Malvezzi's Difcourfei on 

don, i66», odavo. Tacitus. London, 1642, folio. And 

13. Theatrum triumphans, or a from French into English, the three 

Difcourfe of Plays. London, 1670. firft parts of the Letters of Monneuf 

We hare alio a translation of his Balzac, London, 16389 odavo* 

Wood's BAKER (Thomas) an eminent mathematician, born at 

Athen. Uton in Somerfetfhire, in the year 1625. In 1640, he was 
^*°£ # entered at Magdalen hall, Oxford; and in 1645, waseleA- 
col.850. ed fcbolar of Wadham college. He took his degree of ba- 
Edit. toad. c ij C j or f arts ^ April io, 1647, and foon after left the uni- 
* 7ZI " verfity. He afterwards became vicar of BUhops-Nymmet in 
Devonihire, where he lived a ftudious and retired life for ma- 
ny years. He chiefly applied himfelf to the ftudy of the ma- 
thematics; and he gave a proof of his great knowledge in 
this branch of learning, in the book he publilhed intitled Thfe 
geometrical key, etc. (a) of which performance there is an 
Vol. air* account in the Philofophical Tranfadions. A little before 
No - «57» his death, the Royal Society fent him fome queries, to which 
*' ** 9 * he returned fuch fatisfa&ory anfwers, that they gave him a 
medal, with an infeription full of honour and relped. He 
died at Biihops-Nymmet, on the 5 th of June, 16909 and 
w^s buried in his own church. 

(a) The tide of the book at full their roots, as well falfe as true* 

length is, The geometrical key ; or without the ufe of mefolabe, trifeo 

the gate of equatiohs unlocked ; or, tion of angles, without reduction, 

a new difcovery of the conftruftion depreflion* or any other previous 

of all equations, howfoever affecV preparations of equations by a circle, 

ed, not exceeding the fourth degree, and any (and that one only) para- 

Yiz. of linear*, quadratics, cubic*, bole, etc. London, 1684; quarto, 

biquadratics, and the finding of all in Latin and Engliftu 

• B ALDUS (Ubaldus) a famous civilian lawyer who flou> 
rifhed in the fourteenth century. He fiudied under Bartclus, 
and became afterwards his rival. When he had received his 
fecUris" 8 dodoes degree, he maintained fome thefes which Bartolits 
interpret, endeavoured to confute for five hours fucceffively ; but all his 
kgum, attempts proved unfuccefsful. He frequently pleaded caufes 
againft Bartolus, fo that there arofe at laft fuch a jealoufy 
between them as excited a mutual hatred. He taught at Pe- 
t rugia, where he had for one of his fcholara Peter Beaufort* 
afterwards pope of Rome under the name of Gregory XI. 
In 1378, he was named to a profefTorihip in Padua, where he 
remained till he went to fettle at the univerfity of Pavia, be- 
ing induced to go thither by the ample encouragement of- 
fered 
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fcrcd him by the duke of Milan. He was confulted here as a 
perfoti deeply verfed in the law, and thereby acquired a con- 
siderable fortune. He was poffefled of feveral lands, and liv- 
ed in a pleafant country-houfe near Pavia. Ibid 

This great lawyer died the 28th of April, 1400 ; his death 
being occasioned, as we are told, by the bite of a little dog 
which he ufed to kifs and fondle : the animal is fuppofed to 
have been mad, and the fubtle poifon difperfed itfelf over 
Baldus's whole body 5 and though for a long time it feemed to 
have no effeft, yet at length it produced in him the hydro- 
phobia, or fear of water, and brought upon him an incurably 
diftemper. He has left feveral works (a). 

(a) Moreri mention! the follow- 3. Super Ff. veteri, lib. xxiv. 
ing s 4. Super Ff. infortiati, lib. xiv« 

s. Super Codicc, lib. ix. 5. Super a. Decrctalium, Mb. <• 

2. Super Ff, novo, lib. xit. Concilia, etc. 

BALDWIN, archbifhop of Canterbury in the reigns of 
Henry II. and Richard I. born of obfcure parents at Exeter* 
where he received his education. He afterwards entered intq 
holy orders, and was made archdeacon of Exeter. Soon after 
however he quitted his preferment, and took upon him the 
habit of the Ciftertian order in the monastery of Ford in De- 
vonfliire, and in a few years became abbot thereof. In the 
year 1 180, he was promoted to the fee of Worcefter ; and, 
upon the death of the archbUhop of Canterbury, in 1 1 84, 
was appointed his fuccefibr, being the flrft of his order 
that was advanced to the archiepifcopal dignity in England* 
On the 3d of September, 1 190, he performed with great fo- 
lemnity the coronation of king Richard I. at Weftminfter* 
The next year he made a journey into Wales, where he per- 
formed ma& in all the cathedral churches, and prevailed on 
feveral of the Wellh to Join the crufade. He afterwards em- 
barked at Dover with Hubert bifliop of Saliibury, in order tQ 
follow king Richard to die Holy Land ; but when he arrived 
at the king's army in Syria, he was feized with a mortal dif T 
teipper, of which he died at the fiege of Atres or Ptolerpais. 
He wrote feveral trafts (a). 

(a) Thcmoft remarkable of which * 6. De amore. 

arc the following : 7. DefacerdotioJoannisHircan: t 

I. De facramento altaris. 8. De eruditione Giraldi. 

a. De commendatione fidci. 9. Thirty- three Sermons. 

3I De orthodoxis Dogmatibuf, xo. De hiftoriis regum. 

4. De fe&is hereticorum. 11. Contra Htnricom WintonUn? 

$. De uiytate «haritati§, fern. 
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* i». De commendatione virgin! ta- 17. EplftQla?. 

tis. ' '• ' - Baldwins works were collecled 

• 13. Dc angeli auiuio. • . and pvbiiftied by. Bertr?nd Tiflier in 

14. DeCruce. • 1662. Script. Biblioth. Ceftercienf* 

15. De mytboiflgi*. torn. v. ■--■■.». 


16. Carmen devotionis. 


«; 


.1 • 

BALE (John) bifhop of Oflory in* Ireland, born ztCdve; 

a fmall village in Suffolk, about five miles from Duriwich. 

■ , his parents being in poor circumftances, and encumbered 

Worses of with a ^ ar S e f am ity> ^ e was entere d at twelve years of ?ge in 
Suffolk, tbe monaftery of Carmelites at Nor/wlcb, and from thence 
P* ft°« removed to Jefus college at Cambridge. He was bred up in 
the Romifli religion, but became afterwards a proteftant. He? 
himfelf tells us, 4C that he was Involved in the utmoft ignp* 
* c ranee and darknefs of mind both at Norwich and C^jh- 
" bridge, till the word of God fhi*iing forth, the churches 
? c began to return to the true fountains of divin ; ty. That 
" the inftrumefit of his converfion was not a prteft or ahfonk, 
f* but the moft noble earl of Wentworth( A ).'*•. His coarer- 
fion however greatly expofed him to the persecution of the 
Romiflv clergy, and hemuft have felt their refentment hid he 
not been protected by lord Cromwell, 2 nobleman in -high fat 
vour with Henry VIII. » But upon the death of iHisi noble-* 
man, Bale was obliged to fly to Holland* where he remained 
fix years, during which time he: wrote feveral pieces in the Eng- 
lish language. He was recalled into England ,by Edward VI. 
and prefented to the living of Bifhopfi- Stake, in. the county 
Vocacyon of of Southampton. The 1 5th of Aruguft, (1:532^ he wai namU 
johanBaie uated to the fee of Offory by king Edward VI, Upoahi&ar* 

ftoVric'of *' va * in ^ rc ^ anc ^j ne "fed n * s utmoft endeavour&ita reform the 

offory, manners of his diocefe, to coniedjherjucious practices-, of the 

Rom. i553«priefts, toabclifbthe mafs, and to eftahlifliithe ufe-of.thenew 

tol. 16, -Book f' Common 1 raver fet forth in .England; but all his 

ichemes of this kind having provaed abortive . by the death 

of king- Edward, and acceflion of queen Mary, he became 

greatly expofed to the outrages of the papifts in Ireland ^ once 

(a) In omni literarum barbarie ac Chriftum Dei fUjum efle dicebat, ferio 

mentis caecitate ilJic et Camabrigiae excitatus, deformitatem meam quam 

pervagabar, nullum habens tu(ovem primurn vidi et agnoYi. Protinufque 

aut Mec.patem, donee, lucente Dei divina bonitate ab arido monte in 

verbo, ecclefiae revecari cipirTent ad f|pridam ac fcecuridam evangelii val- 

verae thtologix puriflimos fontes. In lem transferebar jubi omnia fcpert 

eo autem fplendore onus novi Hieru- non in arena, fed fupra folidani pe- 

fal€m,nonamonachoautfacriricovo- tram xdiMcau. Balcus de feipfo, 

catus, fed abilluftri domino Wenfor- apud Script. Brit, centur. yiii. 'cap, 

qo, tanqoam a centurione illo qui uJt, 


in particular, we are told,; that five of his cfomeftics were 
murdered, whilft they were making hay in a meadow 
near his houie.; and having received intimations that the 
priefts were. plotting his death, he retired from his fee to 
Dublin. He afterwards made his efcape in a fmall veflel 
from that port, but was taken by the captain of a Dutch 
man of war, who {{ripped him, of all his money and effe&s, 
and when he arrived in Holland, he was obliged to pay thirty 
pounds before he could procure his liberty. From Holland 
he retired to Bafil in Swiflerland, where he continued dur- 
ing the reign of queen Mary. 

On the acceifton of queen Elizabeth, he returned from Wanew d* 
exile, but did hot chufe to go again to Ireland, being fatif- Script. Hib. 
fied with a prebend of Canterbury, in which city he died lib,ii,ctp, J # 
November 1563, being then in the fixty : eighth year of his 
age, and was buried in the cathedral of that place. 

. This prelate has left a celebrated work, containing the 
lives of the moft eminent writers of Great Britain (5), be- 
fides feveral other pieces (c). ' 

(a) This work is in Latin; It was 3. The writers from Berthold. 4, 

not at firft pvblHhed complete : when Additions to Trithemius. <, German 

it made its firft appearance it was in- Collections, 6 . French Collections. 

tided Suarimarinm illuftriuih majoris 7. Englim Collections. 8. Divers 

Brytanm®, - quarto, Wefel, 1549. It writings of divers learned men. 9. 

- was addrefled to king Edward VI. Catalogue of generals. 10. The fpi- 

and contained only five centuries of ritual war.- 11. The caftlo of peace, 

writers. He afterwards added four 12. Sermons for children. 13. To 

more/ and made Several additions and the fynod at Hull. 14. An anfwer 

corrections throughout the whole to certain questions. $5. Addition 

work. The title of the book thus to Palaonydorus. 16. The hiftory 

enlarged, is as follows, Scriptorum of patronage. 17. TheftoryofSi- 

illuftrium majoris Brytannia?, quam mon the Engfifhman. 18. The fto- 

nunc. Anglian* et Scotiam vocant, ry of Francue Seneniis. 19. The 

Catalogus, a Japheto per 361$ an- ftory of Brocard.' xo. A commen- 

nos ufque ad annum hunc Domini tary on Mantuan's preface to hit 

1 557, ex Berofo, Gennadio, Bed a, Fafti. 

Honorio, BoftoneBurienfi, Frumen- Secondly, of thofe he wrote after 

tario, Capgravo, Boftio, Burello, he had renounced popery, the follows 

Trifla, Tritemio, Gefnero, Joanne ing are in Latin. 

Lelando, atque aliis authoribus col- 1. The Heliades of the Engliib. 

ie&tiSj et ix. centurias continens. 2. Notes on the three tomes #f WaL- 

(c) The following is a catalogue den. 3. On his bundle of Tares, 

of his other works, as given by Mr. 4. On Polydore de rernm inrentiom*- 

Fuller. The titles are not given, only bus. 5. On Textor's Officuia. $, 

thefubjefts on which he wrote, briefly On Capgrave*s Catalogue. 7. On> 

cxprefied. Barnes's Lives of the popes, ft. Th« 

Firft, thofe he compiled whilft he adts of the popes of Rome. 9. A 

was yet a papift 5 tranflation of Thorpe's Examination. 

1. A bundle of things worth ' In English metre, and divers fort* 

knowing, a. The writen foro fli*9« tf verfc* 

C * x. Th* 
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I. The life of John Baptift. s. Bernes. 6. A defence of City agatn& 

Of John Baptift's preaching. 3. Of Smith. 7. John Lambert's confei* • 

Ch rift* s temptation. 4. Two come- fion. S . Anne A(kew*s martyrdom, 

dies of Chrift's baptifm and tempts- 9. pf Lather's deceafe. ?o. The} 

tions. 5. A comedy pf Chrift at bUhops alcoram 11. The man of 

twelve year* old. 6. A comedy of fin. it. The myftery of iniquity, 

the raifing of Lazarus. 7. A comedy j*. Againft Antkhrifts ? or faUq 

'of the high priefts coupcil. 8. A Ch rifts. 14. Againft fiaal's priefts, 

comedy of Simon the Jeper. 9. A or Baalamites. 15. Againft the 

comedy of the Lord's fupper and the clergy's fingle ljfe. 1$. A difpateli 

Warning' of the difciples feet. 10. of popifli vows and priefthood. 17* 

Two comedies (or rather tragedies) The afts of English votaries, in two 

of Chrift's paflion. ji. Two come- parts. 1?. Of heretics indeed. 19. 

tdies of Chrift's burial and gefurrec* Againft the popifh mafs. 20. The 

tion. is. A poem of God's pro- drunkards mafs. a 1. Againft popifli 

inifes. 13. Againft tliofe that per- perfuations. %%• Againft Standifli 

vert God's word, 14. Of the cor- theimpoftpr. S3. Againft Bonner's 

rupting of God's laws. 1 5. Againft articles. 24. Certain Dialogues. %$• 

■ carpers and traducers. j6. A de- To Elizabeth the king's daughter, 
fence of king John. $7. Of king 26. Againft cuftomary fwearing. 
Henry's two marriages. i8.0fpopi(h 27. On Mantuan of death. 28. 4 
fe&s. iq. Of popim treacheries, week before God. 29. Of hif call- 
so. Of Thomas Becket's impoftufes. ing to a biihopric. 30. Of Leland's 
ax. The image of love. 22. Pam- Journal, or an abridgment of Le- 
machius's tragedies tranflated. 23. land, with additions, 11. A tranf- 
fchriftian founds. lation of Sebald Heyden'f Apology 
In Englilh prpfe : againft Salve regina. 3*. AtranAa- 
1. A commentary on St. John's tion of Gardener's Oration of true 
Apocalypfe. 2. A locupletation of obedience, and Itonner's.epiftle before, 
the Apocalypfe. 3. Wickliff's war it, with a preface to it, notes on it, 
with the papifts. 4. Sir John Old- and an epilogue to the reader.. Abet 
cattle's trials. 5. An apology for Redivivug, p. 509, 510. 

$«jhii BALL^NPEN, or Ballenden (fir John) an elegant 

proem to his Spotiih writer of the fixteenth century. In his yoiith he wa^ 
pofino^a- j n g r ^ t f ayour w jth king James V, of Scotland/ as h$ 

- ■*' himlelf informs 119 ; owing perhaps to hjs excellent talent 

for poetry, of which this prince was a great admirer, and 
frad himfelf made confiderable proficiency therein. After he, 
had gone through a proper courfe of ftudy, he entered into 
orders, and was made canon of Rofs and archdeacon of Mur- 
ray. He likewife obtained the office of clerk- regiiter to the 
court of chancery, which his father had enjoyed before him } 
t>ut this he held only during the minority of the king, having 

|hid # loft ** afterwards through the factions of the times, fiy his 
majefty's command he tranflated into the Scots language Hec- 
tor Boetius's Hiftory (a), which was extremely well received 

(4} It was printed in folio at re&it and amendit, be the reverend 

Edinburgh, A. D. 1536, under this and noble clerk Mr. He&or Boeii, 

title, The hiftory and chronitles of ehanon of Aberdene, tranflated lately 

Scotland, eompilit, and newly cot> be Afr, John Ballenden, archdene of 

1 - Murray 
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Mb in Scotland and England. He was reftored to his office 
pf clerk-regifter in the fuqceeding reign, and was alfo made 
one of the lords of feffion. He was a moft zealous Romanift, 
and joined his endeavours to thofe of Dr. Laing* in order Co 
phedc the progrefs of the reformation ; and it is not impro- 
vable that the difputes he was drawn into on this account, 
proved at length fotuneafy to him as to make him leave his 
native country. He died at Rome, A. D. 1550. He wrote 
fevera] pieces in verfe as welj as profe (b). 

Murray *n4 cbapon of Ro0e, at addrefled to king James \ which, It 

command of James the fyfte, king of is likely, were once publUhod, but 

Scottis, imprintet in Edenburgh be are not at prefent extant : and many 

Thomas Davidfon, dwelling fomens other pieces, which are now funk in 

the Fryere-wynde. oblivion, fuch as vifions, mifcella* 

(b) He trandated alfo Boetius's pie*, proems to his profe works. Jn 

Defcription of Scotland, and is faid the large Collection of Scots poem* 

to have wrote a defcription of hi* by Mr. Carmichael, there were feme 

own, under the title of A defcrip- of our author's on various fubjeds. 
fion of Albany. He wrote EpUttes, 

BALUZE (Stephen) a French writer, born in the year NiceronMe- 
163 1, at Tulles, in the province of Guienne. He received moires pom* 
the rudiments of his education at Tulles, and went to fintfh £££ de, 
it at Touloufe, where he obtained a fcholarfhip in the col- Hommea 
lege of St. Martial. In 1656, Mr. deMarca, archbiflbopof illuftr f i » 
Touloufe, invited him to Paris, which invitation he accepted p^8o! 
«f, and in a little time gained the efteem and entire confl- Paris 17x5. 
dence of this prelate. But upon the death of the archbifhop, 
jvhich happened in June 1662, Baluze found himfelf under a 
neceffity of looking out for another patron. He was agree- 
ably prevented .by M. Tellier, afterwards chancellor of 
France ? who having an intention to engage him in the fervice 
of abbe le Tellier his fon, afterwards archbifhop of Rheims, 
made him feyeral confiderable prefents. Some obftacles 
however haying happened to prevent the fuccefs of this 
affair, and Mr. Colbert having offered to make Baluze his 
library- keeper, he accepted of this office, but not till he had 
obtained the content of M. le Tellier for that purpofe. He ibid. p. 193. 
continued in this employment til! fome time after the death 
of M. Colbert; when not finding things To agreeable under 
the archbifhop of Rouen, he declined being any longer li- 
brarian. It muft be obferved however, that the excellent 
colle&ion of manuicripts and many other books which are 

to be found in that library, is owing to his care and ad- Mceron p 
jrice. ■•"•'■■ t$u > • 

m 
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In 1670, he was appointed prbfeflor of canon-law in tbc 
royal college, with this mark of refpect, that the profeflbr*- 
fhip was inftituted by the king on his account. In .1 668, 
<the abbe Faget published feveral works of the archbifhop de 
Marca ; and haying in .his life prefixed thereto, aflerted that 
the archbifliop, at his death, had ordered M. Baluze to give 
up all his papers in his poffefiion to the prefident de Marca 
his fon; this raifed the refentment of Baluze, who vindi- 
cated himfelfun feveral fevere letters, which he wrote againft 
the abbe Faget. In 1693, he publiflied his Lives of the 
popti of Avignon 5 the king was fo much pleafed with this 
Work, that he gave him a penfion, and appointed him direc- 
tor of the royal college* But he foon felt the uncertainty of 
favours from a court, for having attached nimfelf to the car- 
dinal Bouillon, who had engaged him to write the hiftory 
of his family, he became involved in his difgrace, and received 
a Lettre de cachet, ordering him to retire to Lyons. ' The 
only favour he could obtain, was not tp be jetnoved. to fuch 
a diftance : he was fent fir ft to Roan, then to Tours, and 
afterwards to Orleans* He was recalled upon the peace, 
but was never employed again as a profeflbr or dire&or of the 
royal college,. nor. could he. recover his penfion. /« - 

Niceron. , Baluze lived* now at a confidejrable diftance from. Paris, 
p. ?93- and was above eighty years. of age, yet he ftill continued his 
See^foVol- a ppli ca tion to his ftudies : hp was engaged in puhHihirig St. 
©fUw.xrv Cyprian's works, when he was carriedjpff by death, on the 
in the lift of % 8th of July, 1718, in the eighty- eighth year of his age. 
authors. ^/[ r> galuze has left the. world little of his own compaction, 

.yet it is allowed there are few writers who have done: greater 
• fervice to the public by cplle&ing fropi all parts the ancient 
jnanufcripts, and illuftrating them with notes (a). JHe was 
' extremely 

(a) His works of this kind are as bus ecclefiae Gallicanae, tfbri viil. a 

follow: Step. Baruzio emendati. Parif. 169,3, 

i. Antifrizonius. Tolofae, 1625. folio. It. Parif. 1699, folio. It. 

in duodecimo. Parif. 1704", folio. 

2. piflertation fur le-temps, ou a- .5. Salviani Maffilienfis & Vincentii 
, v6cu S. Sadroc eveque de Limoges. Lirinenfis opera, cum notis. Parif. 

Tulles, 1655, in duodecimo. 1663, in oclavo. It. Parif.- 1669, 

3. DhTertatio de fanftis Claro, ino&avo. It, Parif. 1684, in oc- 
Laudo, Ulfrado, Baumado, quorum tavo. 

facra reliquiae, fervantur in cathedral! 6. Servati Lupi prefoyteri & abba- 

ecclefia Tutelenfi apud Lemovices, in tis Ferrarienfis Opera. Parif. 1664, 

o&avo. Tutelae, 1656, in duode- in octavo, 

cimo. 7. S. Agobardi archiepifcopi Lug- 

4. Petri de Marca de concordia fa- dunenfis opera. Item Epiftolae et 
cerdotii & imperii; feu de libertati- Opufcula. Leidradi et Amulonis 

arch. 
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extremely well * vcrfed in this kind . of knowledge, and 

was perfe&ly well acquainted, with profane as well as eccle- 

fiaftical hiftory, and the canon law both ancient and modern. 

He kept a rorrefpondence with all the men of learniiig in 

France, and other countries. His conversation was eafyand 

agreeable, and even in his old age he retained great vivacity. 

He (hewed fame what -of caprice in his laftjwilJ, by appoint- Niceron, 

v . • p* 194- 

*rch, laigd. notis- -illuftrata. Parif, pontifkis Romani libri xu accedunt 
1 &66, in octavo, 2 torn. gefta^ejufdem Innocentii, etc. Parif, 

8. Concilia Galliae Narbonriehfis, j68?, folio, a torn. 

18. Ttfova collectio concifiorum, 
cum notis. Parif. 1683, folio. 

19. Marca Hifpanica, five, lime* 
Hifpanicus, hoc eft, geographica et 


aim notis. Parif. 166% inoctavb. • 

9. S. CatfarK Ardatenfis epifcopi 
bomi&e xiv. notis Illuftratae. Parif. 
1669, in octavo; • ; 

10. Regions abbatis Prumienlis* hiftorica defcriptio Caralaunia?, Bar- 
Hbri ii. "de ecclenafticis difciplinis et cinonis, ct circumjacentium populo- 


feligionae Chriftiana : acceflH Rhaba- 
tn .atchiep. Moguntini epiftola ad 
Heribaldum epifc, Antifliodorenfem, 
cum notis. Parif., 167^, in octa- 
vo. 

11. Ant.AugufHni archiep. Tara- 
-conenns clialogonjm libri/i^de emen- 
datione Gratiani, cum, notis. Parif. 
1672^ in octavo 


rum auctore illuft. V. Petro de Mar- 
ca. Parif. 1688, folio. 

20. Petri de Marca archiepifcopi 
Parifienfis opufcula, nunc primum in 
lucem editai Parif. 168 1, iri octavo. 

11. Vita Paparum Avenionenfl- 
um. Parif. 1693, in quarto* 4 torn. 

22. HUtoire genealogique de la 

maifon d'Auvergne, jvJftifiee par des 

12^ Marii mercatoris opera, cum chartes, thres, hiftoires anciennes, 

et autre* preurcs aiitenriqaes. Paris> 
1708. 

2 3 . Lcttre pour fervir de reponfe 
a divers ecfits, qu*on a fem'ez dans 
Paris et la cour, con t re quelques an* 
ciens> nitres, qui pnouvent que mef- 


node. Parif. 1-684, m octavo. 

13. Mifceilanea, hoc : c(Vcollecl:io 
veterum monumentorurn, qua; hac- 
tenus latuerunt iri variis codicibus ac 
bibliothecis. - " £arif. inodtavo, 
' 74. -Petri Galiandi vita Petri Caf~. 


4ellani .magnr Francis e|eeinofinarii fiepirs de Bouillon descendant en ligne 

,edente, cum notis. D. StephanQ Ba- dirccte et mafculine des anciens dues 

liizio, qui etfam duas ejofdem Cartel- de Guyenne et comtes d'Auvergne* 

lani orationes habitas in ftmere regis Paris. 1698, folio, 
francifci I. adjecit. PafiC 1 674, 24* Hiftcrriae Tutetenfls hbri lii. 

in octavo, ' > '. , . Par*** *7*7> in quarto. 

. 1.5. Capitularia rtgum Francorum, 25. Lettresau P. Tournemine fur 

addits funt Marculn moriachi & alio- Pedition de S. Cyprian qu'il prepare, 
turn formulae veteres et notae doctifli- 26. Epiftola ad V. C. Eofebium 

morum virohmv Pan*. 1677, folio, Redonotum,- de vita et morte Cat* 

-4 torn. du Frefne du Cange. 

- 16. Lucii Caecilii Firmiani.Lactan- 27. S. Cxoilii Cypria.ni, epifcopi 

. tii liber ad Donatum confeuorem de Carthaginienfis et martyris,, opera, 

mortibus perfecutorum ; nunc pri- • ad MS§. codices recognita et illuftra- 

mum prbdit opera et Audio Stephani ta, Audio «t labore Stephani Bahizii. 

Bajuzii, cum notis. Parif. 1680, in Abfolvit poft Baluzium, ac praefatio- 

o&avo. Editio fecunda, cum notis nem et vitam S. Cypriani adornavit 

variorum, recenfuit^Paulus r BaJdri. unus ex monachis cong. S.Mauri, 

tTltrajecti> 1692,. in octavo.-. ' Parif. 1726, in folio, Niceron* 

17. Epiilolarum Innocentu III. vol, i. 


it BALZAC. 

ing a woman* no ways related to him, his fole legatee, and 
leaving nothing to his family and fervants, 

iKceroB. BALZAC (Jom* Lewis Guez de) a French writer, 
tom.xxiiu fcap ju 15^4., at Angoulcme, the capital of the province of 
? * 3 5 ' Angoumois. About feventeeri years of age he went to Hol- 
land, where he compofed a difcourfc on the ftate of the 
United Provinces. He accompanied alfo the duke d'Epernon 
to feveral places. In 1621, Jie was taken into the fervke of 
the cardinal de laValette, with whom he fpent eighteen months 
at Rome. Upon his return from thence, he retired to his 
eftate at Balzac, where he remained for feveral years, till he 
was drawn from thence by the hopes he had conceived of 
railing his fortune by means of cardinal Richlieu, who had 
Bad. p. 316. formerly courted his friendship; but being in a few years 
tired of the flavifh and dependent ftate of a court-life, he 
went again to his country retirement : all he obtained from 
the court was a penfion of two thoufand livres, with the ad- 
dition of the titles of counfellor of ftate and hiftoriographer 
of France, which he ufed to call magnificent trifles. 

Mr.< Balzac was much efteemed zi a writer, especially for 
his Letters, which went through feveral editions. Voltaire 
Age of ^llows him the merit of having given numbers and harmony 
lewis XIV. jp the French profe, but cenfures his ftylc as fomewhat bom r 
ZLi^ l> a ft» There were in his own time alfo fome critics who 
flatted up againft him : the chief of thefe was a young Feuil- 
Jhid>f.$ii. Jant, named don Andre de St, Denis, who wrote a piece en- 
titled, The conformity of M. de Balzac's eloquence, with 
that of the greateft men in the paft and prefent times. Al- 
though this piece was not printed, yet it pafled from hand to 
hand as much as if it had been printed. This made Balzac 
wifh to have it publicly refuted, which was accordingly done 
by prior Ogier, in 1627. Father Goulu, general of the 
FeuiJlants, undertook the caufe of brother Andre, and, under 
the tale of Phyllarchus, wrote two volumes of letters againft 
Balzac Several other pieces were alfo wrote againft M. 
Balzac, but he did not think proper then to anfwer his ad- 
Verfafries : he did indeed write an apology for himfelf, but 
ihis was never made public till it appeared with fome other 
.pieces of his in the year 1645 (a). The death of his chief adver- 

ftry 

(a) The following is a lift of his a. Lc Prince. Paris, r$3i,quar- 

' works : to. This piece was tranflattd into 

j. Lettres, Paris, 1614, In oc- * Englith, and publifted at Lontkm in 

4ato, 1684, ino&iv©, 
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iirjr Either Goulu having happened in 1629, put aft end to 
all his difputes, and reftoied htm to a ftatc of tranquillity, 
for don Andre de St. Denis, who had been the firft aggreflbt, 
became heartily reconciled* and went to pay him a viiit at 
Balzac 

Mr. Balzac had but an infirm conftitution, infomuch that 
when he was only thirty years of age, he ufed to fay he was Niceroa, 
older than his father, and that he was as much decayed as a **.3 Z 7* 
{hip after her third voyage to the Indies ; but notwithftand- 
ing his ill ftate of health, he lived till he was fixty years of 
age, when he died on the 1 8th of February, 1 654, and was ifatJ. p. 31s, 
interred in die hofpital of Notre Dame des Anges. He be- 
queathed twelve thoufand livres to this hofpital, and left an 
efiate of an hundred franks per annum, to be employed eve* 

?r two years for a prize to him, who, in the judgment of the 
reach academy, ihould compofe the beft diicourfe on fome 
moral fiibjed. The prize is a golden medal, reprefentyig on 
one fide St Lewis, and on the other a crown of laurel, with l©*Lt>3i§» 
this motto, a i/im mortal it e, which is the devife of 
academy* 


3. Difcpun for one tragedte, He- oenvres. Paris, 165s. 

rodes Infenticida. Paris, 1636. 9, Lettres familiaret a M. Chape-* 

4. DKcoars politique far Tetatdes Iain. Paris, 1756. 
Provinces Units. Leyde, 1638. 10. Bntretiens. Paris, 1657. 

5. Oeuvres diverfes. Paris, 1644, n. Ariftippe. Paris, 1658, quarto, 
quarto. AU the above works were colled- 

6. Le Barbon. Paris, 164.8, o&avo. ed together, and printed at Paris is 

7. Carmuram libri jii. ejufdem 1665, with a preface by abbe deCaC- 
epiftohe fele&x. Parif. 1650. fagnes. Niceron, vol, xxiii. p. 3x6* 

1. Socrajc Chretienne, et autces 

BAMBRIDGE, or Bainbridge (Christopher) arch- 
bifhop of York, and cardinal-prieft of the Roman church, 
born at Hilton, near Appleby, in Weflmorland, and educate 
ed at Queen's college in Oxford. Soon after he had entered 
into holy orders he was prefented to the re&orfhip of Aller, 
in the diocefe of Bath and Wells. In 1485, he was made 
prebendary of South-Grantharn, in the cathedral church of Wood * s 
Salifbury, but refigned it the fame year /or that of Chardftock; Ath. Oaesu 
and the year following he was made prebendary of Horton, in fol - cdit - 
the fame church, on the reiignatton of R. Morton. In 1495, p. «■; * 
he wai ele&ed provoft of queens college, being about the 
fame time created do&or of laws. In 1 503, he was admit* 
ed prebendary of Strcnfhall, in the cathedral church of York, 
void by the* resignation of Geoffrey Blyth promoted to the fee 
of Litchfield and Coventry j. and. the fame year wasinftalled 

in 
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in the deanry of that church. In 1505, he was macfe dead 
of Windfor, mafter of the rolls, and one of the king's coun- 
fellors. In 1507, he was preferred to the fee of Durham, j 
ana 1 the year following translated to the archbifhopric of 
York. . 

He was employed by Henry VII. in feveral' embaffics, 
but chiefly diftinguifhed himfelf in that from king Hen* 
ry VIII. to pope Julius II. who in the year 151 1, CTeat* 
ed him a cardinal, 'with the title of St. Praxede, and ap- 
pointed him legate of the ecclefiaftical army, then befieg- 
ing the fort of Baftia. In return for thefe favours Bam* 
bridge fent difpatches to the king, urging him to undertake 
his holinefs's caufe, and not to fuffer a pope, who had been 
Polyd. virg. fuch a friend to the liberties of Chriftendorrv, to fall a facri- 
Ang!. Hift. fi C e to his enemies. The king, influenced by the cardinal's 
jj^UBat, zeal, hid the affair before his council, in which, after long 
2651. * debates, it was at length refolved to undertake the war. 

This prelate died at Rome, the 14th of July, 15 14, hav- 
ing been poifoned, as it is faid, by one of his domeftics. Be-r 
Hift.de Car- ingone day (as Mr. Aubery informs us) in a violent paffion, 
4 **n«x, cd. to w hich he was naturally fubjeft, he fell upon Rinaldo his 
"* fteward, and beat him exceffively : in revenge of this ufage, 
the fteward took an opportunity of adminiftring poifon to his 
mafter ; for which being apprehended and imprifoned, he 
prevented the execution of. public juftice by hanging himfelf. 
The cardinal was buried at Rome, in the Englifh church of 
St. Thomas, and the following epitaph was put upon • his 
tomb: . 

* 

CHRISTOPHORO. ARCHIEPISCOPO. EBORACENSI. S. PR AX- 
EDIS. PRESBYTERO. CARDINALI. ANCLIJE. A. IVLIO. II. 
PONTIFICE. MAXIMO. OB. EGREGIAM. OPERAM. S. R, 
ECCLESIJE. PRJESTITAM. DVM. SVI. REGNI. LEGATVS. 
ESSET. ASSVMPTO. QVAM. MOX. DOMI. ET. FORIS. CAS* 

TRIS. PONTIFICIIS. PRJEFECTVS. TVTATVS. EST. 

■ 

Pits fpeaks of Bambridge as a man of learning, and tells 
us that he wrote many things in the civil law, and fome ac- 
count of his embaffies, but none of them have come down 
to us. , 

■ 

BANGIUS (Thomas) profeffor of divinity in the uni* 
verfity of Copenhagen, born in the year 1 600. He had fome 
of his education at the College of Othenfee, in the Ifle of 
Funen ; and from thence went to Copenhagen about the 
year 1621, where he profecuted his ftudies with great ticcefa, 

He 
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banister; 

He was appointed preceptor to Chriftian Friii, eldeft Ton to 
the chancellor of Denmark* When he had been in this em- 
ployment about five years, he obtained a peniion from the 
king* He ftudied divinity under profcfTor Brochm^nd ; alhd 
afterwards went to Franeker, where he applied to Rabbinical 
and Cbaldee learning under Sixtinus Amama. ' He ftudied af- 
terwards at Wirtemberg, where he received a letter from the 
re&or and academic council of Copenhagen, with an offer of 
the Hebrew profeflbrflrip : he at firft excufed himfelf, alledg- 
ing he had not fufficient learning to difcfiarge fuch an office j 
but, by the advice of Mr. Brochmand, he at length ac- 
cepted of it*, on condition he fhould be allowed to employ 
the fallary in ftudying the Arabic and Syriac tongues, for 
fome years, under Gabriel Sionita. In 1630, he entered on 
his profeflbrfhip, which he filled with great applaufe till the 
year 1 652, when he fucceeded Mr. Brochmand as profeffbr of 
divinity. The year following he was admitted do&or in the 
fame faculty, in the prefence of the king and queen. . Three 
years after he was appointed librarian to the univerfity. He 
was fuddenly taken ill on ths nth of O&obcr, 1661, and 
died on the 27th of the fame month. He has left feveraj 
works (a). 

(a) Hepubliihed/m 1627, 1. An 8. Phofphorus infcripttonit hiero* 

exposition of a pafiage in Jeremiah. fymboHese, quo Stellaeburgum regiun} 

1. VindiciaelocorumGenef, xlviii. Hafnienfe iUuftratur. 1648. 
i4>. Genef. vi. i. Pf. xix. 1. 2630. ' 9, Tropaeum protevangelicum, qua 

3. Fontium Ifraelis trias, Jona, ex fcriptis pontincorum oftenditus 

Michea, Roth. 1631. veram effe leclionem " Ipfum com- 

4» Exercitationes glottologica de " teret tibi caput," et foli Chrifto 

•rtu linguarum. 2634. convenere, 1649. 

<• Exercitationes o&o litterariae 10. Exercitatio elenchtica de Ne- 

antiquitatis. 1638. philimis, gigantibus vulgo didtis, op- 

6. Obfervationumphilologicarum. pofita Jacobo Boulducco. 1652. 
1640. . 17. Oliva facrae pads repurgata. 

7. Hermes et Pan Hebraicus, quo 1654. 

▼ivum abfoluti Hebraici Jexicographi . 12. Caelum orientts etprifci mua- 
fxemplom proponitur. 1641. ' di. 1657. 


BANISTER (John) an eminent phyfician of the fix- 
teenth century. He ftudied philofophy for fome time at the 
univerfity of* Oxford, and afterwards having entered up- 
on the phyfic line, he applied himfelf entirely to that faculty 
and furgery. In July, 1573, he took the degree of bachelor aiSToxob, 
in phyfic, and was admitted to pra&ice. He removed from 
Oxford to Nottingham, where he lived many years, and was 

in 
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in high efteem for his (kill in phyfid and furgMy, He Hai 
left fcveral works on this fubjeft (a). 

(a) i. A needfull, nev/$ and he- Wecker, etc. London^ 1 58b, 0&av6; 

cefiary treatife of chirurgery, briefly 5. Antidotary chirurgical, contaih- 

comprchending the general and par- ing variety of all forts of medicines* 

ticular cu ration of ulcer*. London, etc. London, 1589, octavo. 

1575, o&avo. Several years after bis death, ill 

*. Certain experiments of his own 1633, his storks were published at 

invention; etc. London in Quarto, in fix book** 

3> Hiftory of man, fucked from The firft throe books, Of tnmourtv 

the fap of the moil approved anato- wounds, and ulcers in general and 

mifts, etc. in nine books. London, particular. 4. Of fractures and lux* 

157s. atiesjs. 5. Of the curation of uU 

4. Compendious chirurgery, ga- cers. And, 6. The antidotary, abovtt. 

thered and translated efpecially out of mentioned* 

BANKS (John) was bred to the law, and belonged to thtf 
fociety of New Inn. He made feveral attempts in dramatic 
poetry, in which he had various fuccefs. His genius was 
chiefly turned for tragedy. His language has been cenfured 
Ctbber's as unpoetical and unharmonious, yet he muft be allowed to 
Lives of the h a vc confiderable merit, for in all his plays he has forcibly 
Poets, v. rouzed the paffions, kept the fcene bufy, and has never fuf«* 
fered his chara£ters to languifh. In 1684, he offered a tra- 
gedy to the ftage, called* The ifland queens, or the death of 
Mary queen of Scots, which was receded. In 1706, how- 
ever, her majefty queen Anne was pleafed to command it to 
be a&ed at the theatre royal, and it met with great aj>p!aufe. 
It has often fince been revived, and performed at both theatres 
with a good deal of fuccefs [a) p 

(a) We have fix more tragedies 3. Virtue betrayed, or Anna Bui* 

by Mr. Banks : len. 1681. 

\i The rival kings, or the loves of 4. The unhappy favourite, or the 

Oroondatcs and Statira. A&ed at earl of Eflex. 1682. Mr. DrydeH 

the theatre royal, 1677. Th/splay wrote the prologue and epilogue. 

is dedicated to the lady Catherine 5. The innocent ufurper, or the* 

Herbert, and is founded on the ro* death of the lady Jane Grey. 1694* 

manceof Caflandra. 6. Cyrus the great. 1696. 

a. Thexfeftruclion of Troy. 1679. 

Gefner. BARBARUS, or Barbaro (Hermolaus) a man' of 

BibUoth. great learning, born at Venice, the 21ft of May, 14^4. In 

Trithtmio* * e ear ty P art °^ ^is '^ e ^ e Was Strutted with many honour- 
able employments: he was fent by the Venetians to the 
emperor Frederic, and to his fon Maximilian king of thu 
Romans. The fpeech which he made to thefe two princes 
*r Bruges, in 14b 6, was afterwards pubJiihed, and dedicated 

to 
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toCarondelet fecretary to Maximilian. He was embaiTador 
from the republic of Venice to pope Innocent VIII. when 
the patriarch of Aquileia died : his holinefs conferred the 
patriarchate upon Hermolaus, who was fo imprudent as to 
accept of it, notwithftanding he knew that the republic of 
Venice had made an exprefs law forbidding all the miniftert 
they fent to Rome to accept of any benefice. Hermolaus ex- 
cufed himfelf by faying that the pope forced him to accept of 
the prelacy; but this availed nothing with the council of ten, 
who figniried to him that he muft renounce the patriarchate, 
and if he refuted to comply, that Zachary Barbarus his fa* 
ther {hould be degraded from all his dignities, and his eftate 
confifcated. Zachary was a man pretty much advanced in 
years, and filled one of the chief pods in the commonwealth. 
He employed all the intereft in his power to gain the confent 
of the republic to his Ton's being patriarch ; but all his endea- 
vours having proved ineffe&ual, he died of grief. 

Hermolaus was efteemed a good writer. At the requeft of 
Tbeodoric Flas, phyfician of Nuis, he compofed a treatife 
of the agreement of aftronomy with phyfic. He was very 
well fkilled in Greek, of which he gave a proof in his The- 
miftius, in his paraph raft on Ariftotlc, and his tranflation 
of Diofcorides, to which he added a very large commentary; 
He is faid likewife to have tranflated two treatifes of Plutarch. 
He had alfo formed a defign to tranflate all the works of Ari- 
itotle, but nothing of this kind ever appeared, except the 
Rhetoric, which was publifhed after his death. He was al- . 
fo efteerned a good poet, and amongft other poetical pieces 
was one of fix hundred verfes, entitled De re uxoria; 
his grandfather had wrote a piece in profe with the fame 
title. Of all his works, as a commentator, that upon Pliny 
gained him the moft reputation ; he is faid to have correct- 
ed above a thoufand paffages in this author, and tp have 
reftored above three hundred in Pomponius Mela. Hermo- 
laus died at Rome, in the year 1493. Mr. Bayleisof opi- 
nion that he was cut off by the plague. 

BARBARUS (Daniel) of the fame family with the pre- Pa i afic . 
ceding, patriarch of Aquileia, and famous for jfcis learning. Hift.Cond\ 
For fome years he had given up himfelf chiefly to 'the ftudy Trident. 
of mathematics and philofophy ; but after his promotion to cap.**. 1 " 
a bifhopric he applied entirely to the ftudy of divinity. He 
was ambaflador from Venice to England, when pope Paul IV. 
named him coadjutor to the patriarch Grimani: he was~~alfa 
one of the fathers of the council of Trent, where he ade4 
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with great zeal for the intereft of bis holincfs, and voted ftrOng* 
ly againft thofe who infilled upon the communion in both 
kinds. He died in 1 569, at forty one years of age* He 
puhlifbed fiwne works (a). 

(a) i. A commentary upon printed at the feme place in 45 19 

Vitruvius, printed ac Venice in and 1.568. 
1567. 3. Catena Graecorum patrum in 

2. La Prattica della perfpefiiva, quinquaginta Pfalmos Latine vcrfa. 

BARBERINI (Francis) a mofl excellent poet, born in 
the year 1264, at Barberino in Tufcany. The greateft part 

Di&ionaire °^ *" s wor ' cs are '°^> kut n * 9 P^* 11 * entitled, The precepts 
des beaux of love, having been preferved, is fufficient to (hew the ge- 
arts « nius of Barberini for poetry. If we judge of this piece by 

its title, we may be apt to imagine it of the fame kind with 
that of Ovid De arte amandi ; but in this we (hould be much 
miftaken, for there is nothing more moral and inftruftive than 
this poem of Barberini. It was publilhed at Rome, adorned 
with beautiful figures, in 1640, by Frederic Ubaldini: he 
prefixed the author's life ; and, as there are in the poem many 
word* which are grown obfolete, he added a gloflary to ex- 
plain them, which illuftrates thefenfeby the authority of con- 
- temporary poets. 

BARBEYRAC (John) born the 15th of March, 1674* 
at BerierS, a city of Lowe* Languedoc, in France. He went 
to Laufanne, in 1686, with his father ; and in 1697, he was 
at BerKn, where he taught phikfophy at the French college. 
At thedefire of his father he applied himfelf at firft todivini* 
ty> but afterwards quitted it, apd gave himfelf up to the ftudy 
of the law, efpocially that of nature and nations. In 17x0, 
he was invited to Laufanne, to accept of the new profeflbr- 
fhip of law and hiftory, which the magistrates of Bern had 
mflRuted* and he enjoyed it for (even years, during which 
Afcrcri, time he was thrice redor. . In 17 13, he was elected a mem- 
ber of the Royal Society of Sciences at Berlin j and in 1 7 1 7, 
was chpfen profeffor of public and- private law at Gronkigen. 
He cratrfated into French the two celebrated works of Puften- 
dorf, bis Law of nature and nations, and his Duties of a man 
, and citizen : he wrote excellent notes to both thefe perform- 
ances, and to the former he gives an introductory preface* 
He tranflated alfo the two difcourfes of Mr; Noodt, Concerning 
the power of a fovereign, and Liberty of confcience, and fe~ 
feral of ItUoftfon's fcrnjons. The piece} entitled Traite de 
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jest, printed at Amsterdam, in 1 709, in two volumes oSavoi 
is alfo of bis compofition, befides feverol critical and literary 
remarks, inferted in different journals, and fome academical 
difcourfes published at Geneva, Laufanne, and Amfterdam. 
He publilhed alfo in 1724, a tranflation of Grotius's treatife 
De jure belli ac pads, with large and excellent notes (a). 

(a) Befldes what we ha*e meft- 3. Li deftftce do droit de la cons 

tioned above, we have alfo of his, pagflie Hollaodoife des Indes Orich- 

*. TYafc* far hi morales des percs. talcs, contre les nouvelles pretentions 

17*8. des habitans des Pais fcas Auttichiens, 

*. . A trtmflatioti, with notes, of a etc* 1715* 
treatife of M« By ncfcerflwek, 17134 

r 

BARCLAY, Barcley, Bar&lay, or de BaIlkLay 

(Alexander) an elegant writer of the flxteenth century, 
Ijorn in Scotland according to Dr. Mackenzie, but Mr. Pits 
and Mr. Wood make him a native of England ; the latter af- 
firming that he was born in Somerfetfbire, at a village called 
Barclay. The time of bis birth is not afcertained, nor is it 
known where he received the firft part of his education. 
We are only told tha^ he was entered at Oriel college Oxford, 
when Thomas Corniih, afterwards bifhop of Tyne, was pro* ^°? d • 
roft of that houfe. After he had ftudied feme time at Ox- lib.!?.' 
ford, he went over to Holland, and from thence to Germany, p* V5« 
Italy, and France, the languages of which countries he flu- 
died with great affidui.ty, and read all their heft authors, 
wherein he made a moft furprifing proficiency, as appeared 
by many excellent, translations, which he published. Upon 
his return to England, the provoft of Oriel, who had been 
his patron at college, having been preferred to the bishopric 
of Tyne, made him his chaplain, and afterwards appointed J^es ***** 
him one of the priefts of the college : but bi&op Corniih dying Scots, wriuw 
foon after, be entered into the order of St. Benedidr, and af • vo1 >>• 
terwards, as fome (ay, became a Francifcan : we are told al- p> 2 * 7 ' 
fo that be was a monk of Ely j and that upon the diffolution Biogr. Brit. 
of this mbnaftery, he had the vicarage of St, Matthew at 
Wokey in Worcefterfiiire, beftowed upon him. He was 
alfo prefcnted to the living of Much Bade w or Baddow Mag* 
na, in the county of Ejfex ; and thefe, according to Mr» 
Wood, were all the preferments he ever enjoyed ; but an- 
other writer tells. us, that- the dean and chapter of London 
Conferred uoon him the re&orflup of Allhallows Lombard- Jf^JSJJ' 1 
fircet, but mac he did not enjoy it above fix weeks. *oi . ii. 

p. 2£^ 

Da H* 


36 BARCLAY. 

He lived to an advanced age, and died at Croydon, in the 
month of June, 1 552, and was interred in the church there. 
He was eftcemed a very polite writer, and a great refiner of 
the Englifh tongue (a). 

(a) HU writings arc very nit- translated from Latin into Engliflt, 

merous, but no perfect catalogue of particularly tbofe of St. George, St. 

them is any where to be found 5 the Catharine, St. Margaret, and St. 

principal, as mentioned by Bale and Ethelreda. 

Pits, are as follow : 3. Five eclogues, .from the Latin 

1. Eclogues on the miferies of of Mantuan. 

courtiers, etc. 4. Of the French pronunciation* 

They were printed at London, in 5. The Bucolic of Codrus. 

quarto, without date, under this title : 6. The caftle of labour, tranflated 

Here begynneth the eglogues of Alex- from French into EnglHh. 

ander Barclay, Preft, whereof the 7. A treatife of virtues, written 

firft three contayneth the myferyes of originally by D. Mancinu 

courters and courtes of all princes in 8. The figure of our mother holy 

generall : the matter whereof was church opprefled by the French king, 

tranflated into Englyihe by the faid 9. Navis ftultifera, er the (hip of 

Alexander, in fourme of dialoges, fools. This confifts partly of feveral 

out of a book in Latin, named Mi- verfes of his own compoiition, part- 

ferie curialium, compiled by JEnxan ly translations from the Latin, French, 

Sylvius poete and oratOur, which af- and Dutch - but it is chiefly a kind 

ter was pope of Rome and named of verfion of a book written by Se- 

Pius. This volume contains five dia- baftian Brantius. It is adorned with 

logues 5 the fourth is, Of the behavi- great variety of pictures, printed from 

our of riche men anenft poetes 5 and wooden cuts. 

tbe fifth is, Of the citizen and up- 10. The hiftory of the Jugurthine 

landifli man. war, tranflated from the Latin of 

2, The lives of feveral faints, Salluft. 

BARCLAY (William) a learned civilian, bornat Aber- 
deen in Scotland. He was much in favour with queen Mary 
Stuart, and had great reafon therefore to cxpeft preferment, 
Niceron, ^. fa e m i s f or tunes of this princefs having difappointed all 

torn. xvu. , . n . . r ^ . ° rr , - , 

p. 277* "is expectations, he went to r ranee in 157 3 ; and though 
he was then thirty years of age, he went to ftudy law at 
Bourges. Soon after, he took his dodor's degree there ; and, 
as he was a man of quick parts and great afliduity, he foon 
became able to teach the law. About this time the duke of 
Lorrain had founded the univerfity of Pontamouflbn, and, at 
the recommendation of Edmund Hay the Jefuit, Barclay's 
uncle, he gave him the firft profeflbrfhip, and appointed him 

Ibid. p. 278. counsellor in his councils, and matter of the requefts of his 
palace. In 158 1, Barclay married a young lady of Lorrain*' 
by whom he had a fon, who became afterwards the caufe of 
animofity betwixt his father and the Jefutts : the youth being 
endowed with a fine genius, they ufcd their utmoft endea- 
' * vours 
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yours to* engage him in their fociety, and had very nigh fuc- 
ceeded when the father discovered their intentions ; he was 
greatly difpleafed at the Jefuits, who refented it as highly on 
their part, and did him fo many ill offices with the duke, that 
he was obliged to leave Lorrain. He went to London, expect- 
ing king James would give him fome employment; his ma- 
jefty accordingly offered him a place in his council, with a 
confiderable allowance, with this condition however, that 
he ihouh) embrace the religion of the church of England, but 
this he declined from his attachment to the Romifii religion. 
He returned to France in 1604, and accepted of a profeflbr- 
fhip in civil law, which was offered him by the univeriity 
of Angers. He read lectures there with great applaufe till 
his death, which happened about the year 1605, when he 
was buried in the Francifcan church. He published feveral 
books (a). 

(a) 1. De regno ct regali poteftate jus et impcrium habeat. Lond. 1609, 

adverfus Buchananum, Brutum, odtavo. 

Bonchcrium, et reliquos monarcho- Accedunt ejufdem autoris libri vi. 

machos, libri vi. Parif. 1600, in de regno et regali poteftate. Hanov. 

quarto. i6i». 

». Commentarius in tit. pandec* 4. Prsemetia in vitam Agricobe, 

tarum de rebus crcditis, et de jure- inferted in an edition of Tacitus, 

jurando. Parif. 1605, oclavo. with Lipfius and Mercerus*s notes, 

3. De poteftate papas, an at qua- Parif. I599, a vol. o&avo. Nice* 

tenus in reges & principes feculares ron, torn. xvii. 

BARCLAY (John) fonof the preceding, born in France, 
the 28th of January, 1582, at Pontamouuon, where his fa- 
ther was profeflbr. He ftudied under the Jefuits, who, as we 
hive mentioned above, became fo fond of him on account of 
his capacity and genius, that they ufed their utmoft endea- 
vours to engage him in their fociety, which was the reafon Nicercn, 
of his father's breaking with them, and of his retiring with torn. ▼». 
his fon to England. Soon after his arrival in England, John 
Barclay wrote a Latin poem on the coronation of king James; 
and in 1603, he dedicated the firft part of his Euphormio to 
his majefty. The king was highly pleafed with thefe two 
pieces, and would have been glad to have retained young 
-Barclay in England, but his father, not finding things anfwer 
his expectations, took a refolution of returning to France, 
and being afraid of his fon's becoming a proteliant, he infill- 
ed on his going along with him. John continued at Angers 
till the death of his father, when he removed to Paris, where 
he married, and foon after went to London. After ten years 
refidence in London, he went to Paris again. The year 
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r following be went to Rome, being invited thither by pope' 

Paul V. from whom he received many civilities, as he did 
likewife from cardinal Bettavmin. He died at Rome, the 
1 2th of Auguft, 1 62 1. He was buried in the church of St. 
Onuphrius upon the Jamculus. His fon ere&ed a monument 
of marble to him, in the church of St* Laurence, upon the way 
to Tivoli. He has left many learned and elegant works ( a ). . 

(4) The following is a lift of them Jktlarminum in tvaftatu de poteftaJ* 

as given by Niceron : fummi pontificjs in temporalibus* 

1. Notae in Statii Thebaidem. Parif. 1612, in quarto, 

Mufliponti, 1 60 1, octavo. 6. Icon animorum. Lend. i6i4 t 

4. Euphormionis Lunnini fatyri- duodecimo, 
con. This fatyr copfifts of two parts, 7. Poenatum libri duo, Lond* 
the firft was publiftied at London in 1 6 1 5, in quarto. 
1603, in duodecimo. He wrote 8. Paraenefis ad fe&arios hujus 
the fecond part whilfl. he refided at temporis'de vera ecclefia, fide, et re- 
Angers, and published it at Paris ligione. Roma?, 1617, duodecimo, 
along with the firft, in- 160 5, in duo- 9. Argenis, Parif. 1611, o&avo, 
decimo. This is the firft, edition of that cele- 

3, Series patefa&i divinitus par- brated work. It has fmce gone 
ricidii in maximum regem regnum- through a great number of editions, 
que Britannia; cogitati et in&ru&i. and has been tranflated into moft 
Amftelodami, 1605, duodecimo, languages. M. de Peircfe, who. hat} 

4, Apologia Euphormionis. Lond, the care of the firft edition, caufcd 
1 6 1 o, duodecimo. the effigies of the author to be placed 

5, Joannis Barclaii pietas, feu pub- before the book, and the following, 
lie* pro regibus ac prjncipibus, et diftich, written by Grotius, was put 
private pro Guillielmo Barclaito pa- under it : 

rente vindicis adverfus Robertum 

Genre Callidonius, Gallus ngtalibus, hie e$ 
Romam Romano qui docet ore loqui. 

SARCLAY (Robert) an eminent writer amongft the 
quake rs, born at Edinburgh, in the year 1 648. The troubles' 
in Scotland induced his father, colonel Barclay, to fend him, 
Hift. des while a youth, to Paris, under the care of his uncle, princi- 
trembieurs, pal of the Scots college, who, taking advantage of the tender 
P*7*- age of his nephew, drew him over to the Romifh religion. 
His father being, informed of this, fent for him in 1664. 
Robert, though now only fixteen years of age, had gained a 
See his te- gerfect knowledge of the French and Latin tongues, and had 
ftimony alfo improved himfelf in moft other parts of knowledge. Seve- 
h^fath" 8 ra ' Wf i tersa ' lni ongftthequakers have aflerted that colonel Bar- 
attheendef G ' a y had embraced their doclrine before his fon's return from 
J*is Wojjts. France, but Robert himfelf has fixed it to the year 1666. 
Our author foon after became alfo a profelyte to that fe& 9 
and in a fhort time diftinguiflied himfelf greatly by his zeal 
fpr their do&rines. His fifil treatife in defence of them ap- 
peared 
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feared at Aberdeen, in the year 1670(A). It was wrote in 
& fenfible a manner, that it greatly raifed the credit of the 
quakers, who began now to be better treated by the govern- 
ment than ever before. In a piece he published in 1672, 
be tells us that he had been commanded by God to pafs 
through die ftreets of Aberdeen in fackcloth and afhes, and 
to preach the neceffity of faith and repentance to the inhabit s 
tants ; he accordingly performed it, being, as he declared, Work's* 
in the greateft agdnies of mind till he had fulfilled this com* p. 105/106. 
i&and. In 1675, he publi(hed a regular and fyftematical 
diicourfe, explaining the tenets of the quakers, which was 
uerrerfally well received (b). Many of thofe who oppofed 
the religion of the quakers, having endeavoured to confound 
them with another fe&, called the ranters, our author, in order 
to {hew the difference betwixt thofe of his pcrfuafion and this 
other fed, wrote a vety fenfible and inftru&ive work (c). 

(a) The Wtio runs thus t Truth reproachfully called by the name of 
cleared of calumnies, wherein a book quakers, yet are found in true faith 
intitled, A dialogue between a qua- with the primitive church and faints* 
ker and a liable Chriftian (printed at as is moft clearly demonstrated by 
Aberdeen, and, upon good ground, fome plain fcripture teftimoniea 
judged to be writ by William Mit- (without confequences and commen- 
chel, a preacher near by it, or at taries) which are here collected and 
leaft that he had the chief hand in it) inferted by way of anfwer to a few 
is examined, and the difipgenutty of weighty, yet eafy and familiar quef- 
the author in his reprefenting the tions, fitted as well for the wifeft 
quakers is difcovered j here is alfo and largeft, as for the weakeft and 
their cafe truly dated, cleared, de- lowed capacities, to which is added 
monftrated, and the objections of an expoftulation, with an appeal to 
their oppofers anfwered according to all other profeflbrs, by R. B, a fer- 
troth, fcripture, and . right rcafon 5 vant of the church of Chrift. 
to which are fubjoined queries to the (c) This work is intitled : The 
inhabitants of Aberdeen, which anarchy of the ranters and other li- 
might (as far as the title tells us) bertines, the hierarchy of the Roma* 
alfo be of ufe to fuch as are of the nifts, and other pretended churches, 
lame mind with them elfewhere in equally refufed and refuted, in a two- 
the nation. The preface to this fold apology for the church and 
performance is dated from the au- people of God called in derifion qua- 
thof-s houfe at Ury, the 1 9th of the kers, wherein they are vindicated 
fecond month, 1670. from thofe who accufe them of dif- 

(b) The title thereof is as follows : order and confufion on the one hand, 
A catechifm and confeifion of faith, and from fuch as calumniate them 
approved of and agreed unto by the with tyranny and impofuiori on the 
general auembly of the patriarchs, other ; (hewing, that as the true and 
prophets, and apoftles, Chrift him- pure principles of the gofpel are re- 
felf chief fpeaker in and among them, (tared by their teftimony, fo is alfo 
which containeth a true and faithful the ancient apoftolic order of the 
account of the principles and doc* church of Chrift re-eftabliftied among 
trines which are moft furely be- them, and fettled upon its right ba- 
lieved by the churches of Chrift in (is and foundation. 
Great Britain ajid Ireland, who are 
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In 1676, his famous Apology for the quakers was puBliflied 
in Latin at Amfterdam, in quarto. Hi* Thefes theologies* 
which are the foundation of this work, had been published 
fome time before. He tranflated his Apology into Englifh* 
and publifhed it in 1678(D). This work is addrefied to 
king Charles II. and the manner in which he expreffes him- 
felf to his majefty is very remarkable. Amongft many other 
extraordinary paflages, we meet with the following : *' There 
i4 is no king in the world) who can fo experimentally teftify 
<c of God's providence and goodnefs, neither is there any 
c< who rules fo many free people, fo many true Chriftians, 
€i which thing renders thy government more honourable, 
<c thyfelf more Confiderable, than the acceffion of many na- 
" tions filled with flavifli and fuperftitious fouls. Thou haft 
* c tafled of profperity and adverfity, thou knoweft what it is 
" to be banifhed thy native country, to be over- ruled a* well 
" as to rule and fit upon the throne ; and being oppreffed, 
<c thou has reafon to know how hateful the oppreflbr js both 
" to God and man : if after all thofe warnings and adver- 
" tifements, thou doft not turn unto the Lord with all thy a 
* 4 heart, but forget him who remembered thee in thy diftrefs, 
<c and give up thyfelf to follow luft and vanity, furely, great 
* c will be thy*condemnation." Thefe pieces of his, though 
they greatly raifed his reputation amongft many perfons of 
fenfe and learning, yet they brought him into various difputes, 
and one particularly with fome confiderable members of the 
univerfity of Aberdeen, an account of which was afterwards 
publilhed (E}r In 1677, he wrote a large treatife on univer- 

fai 

(») The title in the EngJifh edition lowing title s A true and faithful ac- 
runs thus : An apology for the true count of the moft material paffagesof 
Chriftian divinity as the fame is held a difpute between fome ftudents of 
forth and preached by the people divinity (fo called) of the univerfity 
called in (corn quakers j being a full of Aberdeen, and the people called 
explanation and vindication for their quakers, held in Aberdeen in Scot' 
principles and doclrines, by many land, in Alexander Harper his clofa 
arguments deduced from fcripture (or yard) before fome hundred of 
and right reafon, and the testimonies witnefles, upon the 14-th day of the 
of famous authors both ancient and fecond .month, called April, 1675, 
modern, with a full anfwer to the there being John Lefly, Alexander 
ftrongeft objections ufually made Sherreff, and Paul Gellie matter of 
againft them ; prefented to the king : arts, opponents ; and defendants up- 
written and publifhed in Latin for on the> quakers part, Robert Barclay 
£he information of Grangers, by Ro- and George Keith prarfes for mo- 
f>ert Barclay, and now put into our derating the meeting, chofen by 
tivn language for the benefit of his them, Andrew Thompfon advocate ^ 
countrymen. , and by the quakers, Alexander Skein, 

(e) Jt wa$ printed under the fol- fpme time a magistrate of the city t 

; ' pwWiftied 
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fil love (f). Nor were his talents entirely confined to this 

abftra&ed kind of writing, as appears from his letter to the 

public minifters of Nimeguen (g). In 1679, a treatife of 

his was publiflied in anfwer to John Brown. He wrote alfo 

the fame year a vindication ^>f his Anarchy of the ranters. 

His laft tra& was publiflied in 1686, and intitled The pof- 

fibility and neceffity of the inward and immediate revelation 

of the fpirit of God towards the foundation and ground of 

true faith, proved in a letter written in Latin to a perfon of 

quality in Holland, and now alfo put into Englifh. He did 

great fervice to his fe& by his writings over all Europe* 

He travelled alfo with the famous Mr. Penn through the 

greateft part of England, Holland, and Germany, and was 

every where received with great refpelh When he returned 

to his native country, he fpent the remainder of his life in a 

quiet and retired manner. He died at his own houfe at Ury, 

on the 3d of Oftober, 1690, in the forty- fecond year of his age. 

published for preventing mifreports out of the way of the fimple, by a 
by Alexander Skein, John Skein, lover of the fouls of all men, R. B. 
Alexander Harper, Thomas Me rfcr, (0) The congrefs at Nimeguen be- 
and John Co wie j to which is added ganini675. The plenipotentiaries 
Robert Barclay's offer to the preachers appointed by king Charles were fir 
of Aberdeen, renewed and rein* Williafli Temple and fir Leoline Jen- 
forced, kins 5 all the ambaiTadors prefent 
(r) This treatife was wrote in the were looked upon as the ablcft ftatef- 
beginningof the year 1677, and pub- men of their age : to them Mr. Bar- 
liflied foon after, under the following clay addreftes his epiftle in thefe 
title, Univerfal love confidered and words, " To the ambafladors and 
eftablifhed upon its right foundation, " deputies of the Chriftian princes 
being a ferious enquiry how far cha- " and ftates met at Nimeguen, to 
rity may and ought to extend towards . " confult the peace of Chriftendom, 
perfons of different judgments in " R. B, a fervant of Jefus Chrift, 
matters of religion ; and whofe prin- " and hearty well-wiiher to the 
ciples, among ft the feveral fec*b of " Chriftian world, wiihes increafe of 
Christians, do molt naturally lead to " grace and peace, and the fpirit of 
that due moderation required j writ " found judgment, with hearts in- 
in the fpirit of love and meeknefs, » " clined and willing to receive and 
for the removing of ftumbling-blocks " obey the counfel of God." 

BARL/EUS (Melchior) a Latin poet of the fixteenth 
century, horn at Antwerp. He was fon of Lambert BarJae- 
us, keeper of the records of Antwerp above forty years.' He 
wrote feveral pieces in verfe as well as profe(A). 

(a) The titles of them are as foU 4. An oration, De vitse humanat 

low : felicitate, cum adjunclo carmine de 

* 1. Brabantiados libri v. et Ant- rerum human arum viciflitudine, ad 

yerpise encomium. Gafparum fratrem. 

?. De diis gentium libri duo. ' 5. HiftorU de domus Auftriacise 

3. De raptu Ganymedis libri tres, emineniUu 
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BARLiEUS (Jasper) an excellent Latin poet* born af 
Antwerp, in the year 1^84. He ftudied eight years in the 
college of the province of Holland at Leyden. Bertiits, - the 
fub- principal of this college, having been appointed principal, 
recommended Barlaeus to be his fucceflbr, who was accord- 
ingly named fub- principal, and fome time after he was made 
profeflbr of logic in the univerfity of Lqyden ; but he interefted 
himfelf fo much in the difputes of the Arminians, that he loft 
his profeflbrfhip as foon as the opposite party prevailed in the 1 
fynod of Dort. He now applied himfelf to phyfic, and in two 
years took his doctor's degree at C?en, but he fcarceever 
pra&ifed. In 1631, the magiftrates of Amfterdam having 
ere&ed a feminary, offered him the profeflbrfhip of philofophy, 
which he accepted, and difcharged with great honour. He 
publifhed feveral (harp controversial pieces againft the adver- 
saries of Arminius ; and as he was looked upon as a favourer 
of that fed, many people murmured againft the magiftrates 
of Amfterdam for entertaining fuch a profeflbr* He was con- 
tinued however in his profeflbrfhip till his death, which hap- 
pened the 14th of January, 1648. We have a volume of 
orations of his, which he pronounced on different occafions j 
they are admired for their ftyle and wit, but his poetical com- 
pofitions are what chiefly raifed his reputation. His letters 
were published after his death in two volumes. His hiftory 
or relation of what paffed in Brazil, during the government 
of count Maurice of Naflau, was publifhed in 1647. 

BARLOWE (Thomas) a very learned Englifh bifliop, 
Wood's horn at Langhill, in the parifh of Orton, in Weftmorland, 
Athene Ox, in the year 1607. He was educated at the free fchool at 
twn,1J * Appleby, and fent from thence in 1624, to Queen's college 
Oxford, where he took his degree of mafter of arts on the 
27th of June, 1633, and the fame year was chofen fellow 
of his college. In 1635, he was appointed metaphylic reader 
in the univerfity ; and his leflurefc being much approved, 
they were publifhed for the ufe of the ftudents. When the 
garrifon of Oxford furrendered to the parliament in 1646, he 
fubmitted to thofe in power, and found means to preferve 
his fellowfhip; yet we find that he wrote a very ludicrous 
account of the parliamentary vifitation (a). In 1652, he 

(a) This was an anonymous other bedlamites there, by command 

pamphlet, dated Oxford April i8 f of the earl of Montgomery : print- 

1648, and intitled, Pegafus, or the ed at Montgomery, heretofore called 

flying-hoife from Oxford, bringing Oxford.' 

the proceedings of the vifi tours and 

6 was 
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was ele&ed head-keeper of the Bodleian library. July the Ibid. 
23d) * t>57) he took his degree of bachelor in divinity ; and 
the fame year was chofen provoft of his college. After the 
nftoration of king Charles II. he was chofen one of the com- 
■ttffioners for reftoring the members ejeded in 1648. TJie 
2d of Auguft, 1660, he was created doctor in divinity, and 
die September following was chofen Margaret profeflbr of di- 
vinity ; and this fame year he wrote The cafe of a toleration 
in matters of religion, addrefied to the famous Robert Boyle, 
ciq* In 1661, he was appointed archdeacon of Oxford. 

- As Mr. Barlowe was a perfon eminent for his (kill in the* 
civil and canon law, he was often applied to in cafes of con* n^ReT 
fcience about marriage. It was upon fuch an occafion that maim, 
m 167 1, he writ Mr. Cottington's cafe of divorce. Upon P* 35»* 
the death of Dr. W. Fuller bifhop of Lincoln, which hap. 
pened April 22, 1675, he obtained a grant of that bUhopric, 
and the 27th of June following was confecrated at Ely- houfe 
chapeL After the popifh plot was dtfcovered in September, 
1678, he publiftipd feveral pieces agaioft the Roman catholic 
religion (b). He diftinguiflied himfelf alfo for his zeal againft 
popery in the houfe of lords; When the examination relating 
to the plot was going on, a bill was brought into the houfe 
of commons, requiring all members, and all fuch as might 
come into the king's court or prefence, to take a teft againft 

(b) Tbe principal are as follow : 4. Directions to a young divine 

l* The gnu-powder treafon, with for his ftady of divinity and choice of 

a difcoarfe of the manner of its difco- books . 

very, and a perfect relation of the 5. The right*- of the bifhopa to 

proceedings againft thofe horrid con- judge in capital cafes in parliament 

fpirators : now reprinted, with a cleared, etc. London, 1680. 
preface by Thomas lord bifhop of 6. After his deceafe fir Peter Pett 

Lincoln: and, by way of appendix, publimed, in 1692, in octavo, Seve- 

feveral papers or letters of fir Ever- ral mifceilaneous and weighty cafes 

ard Digby, never before printed, of confidence, learnedly and judici- 

London, 1679, in octavo. oufly refolvcd by the right reverend 

2. Brutum fulmen, or the bull <:f father in God Dr. Thomas Barlowe, 
pope Pius Sixtus concerning the dam- late lord bifhop of Lincoln. The 
nation, excommunication, and de- fame gentleman published alfo, in 
pofition of queen Elizabeth; with 1693, London, octavo, 

fome obfervations and animadver- 7. The genuine remains of that 

fions upon it. London, 16&1, in learned prelate Dr. Thomas Barlowe, 

quarto. late lord bifhop of Lincoln, contain- 

3. A difcourfe concerning the «ng diverfe difcourfes theological* 
laws ecclefiafticai and civil made phylofophical, hiftorical, etc. inlet- 
againft heretics, by popes, emperors, tcrs to feveral peifons of honour 
and kings, provincial and general and quality. And fome few others 
councils, approved by the church of of fnull account. 

Home, Loadop, 168 1, in quarto. 

popery. 
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popery. In this, tranfubftantiation was renounced, and the- 
Burnet's worfhip of the virgin Mary and the faints, as pradifed in the 
Hi*, of his church of Rome, was declared idolatrous. It palled in the 
WU. "***' houfe of commons without any difficulty ; but in the houfe 
p. 435. of lords, Dr. Peter Gunning bi(hop of Ely maintained that 

***** L Va' *** c c ^ urclj °^ R° me was not idolatrous. He was anfwer- 
^^ ' ed by bifhop Barlowe. Mr. Wood charges him on this oc- 
cafion with inconfiftency in his condud, and tells as, that 
though he had before been a feeming friend to the papifts, he 
became then a bitter enemy to them and the duke of York ; 
but that when the duke was proclaimed king, he took all op- 
portunities of expreffing his affe&ion towards him. However 
that be, after the revolution he was one of thofe who voted 
- that the king had abdicated his kingdoms, and was very keen 
for excluding from their benefices thofe of the clergy who 
refufed the oaths. 

Bifhop Barlowe was fomewhat particular in regard to fome 
of his notions, being entirely acidified to the Ariftoteliati 
philofophy, and a declared enemy to the improvements made 
CCTwfiie by the Royal Society, and to what he called in general the 
Remains, new philofophy : he was likewife a rigid Calvinift ; and his 
F x 5>» great attachment to Calvin's do&rine engaged him in a pub- 
lic oppofition to fome of Mr. Bull's works. He died at Buck- 
den in Huntingdonfhire, October 8, 1691, in the eighty- 
fifth year of his age, and was buried the nth of the faid 
month, on the north fide of the chancel belonging to that 
church. He bequeathed to the Bodleian library allfuch books 
of his own as were not in that noble colledton at the time 
of his death ; and the remainder he gave to Queen's college 
in Oxford : whereupon the fociety erefled, in 1694, a noble 
pile of building, on the weft fide of their college, to receive 
them. All his manufcripts, of his own competition, he left 
to his two domeftic chaplains, William Offiey and Henry 
Brougham, prebendaries of Lincoln. 

w«*rs BARLOWE (William) fon of William Barlowe bifhop 

Afhcn. of St. David's, born in Pembrokefhire. In 1560, he was 

^* # admitted at Baliol college Oxford, and four years after took 

a degree in arts. In 15739 he took orders, and was made 

prebendary of Winchefter. December the 14th, 1588, he 

was named prebendary of Collwich, in the cathedral of 

Litchfield ; but he quitted it for the place of treafurer in the 

fame church, and was inftalled in it O&ober 17, 1589. He 

v afterwards became chaplain to prince Henry, and at length 

archdeacon of Salifbury ; to which laft he was collated the 

12th 
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12th of March, 1614. He is remarkable for being the firft 
that writ on the nature and properties of the loadftone, twenty 
years before Dr. Gilbert publiihed bis book on that fubjefl. Wool, &J. 
He was the firft that made the inclinatory inftrument trans- 
parent, and to be ufed hanging, with a glafs on both fides. 
Moreover, he fufpended it in a compafs-box, where, with 
two ounces weight, it was made fit for ufe at fea. It was 
he likcwife whp found out the difference between iron and 
fteel, and their tempers for magnetical ufes. He alfo difco- 
vered the right way of touching magnetical needles ; and of 
piecing and cementing of loadftones : finally, he was the firft 
that fhewed the reafons why a loadftone, being double capped, 
muft take up fo great a weight. He wrote fome treatises on 
thefe fubje£ts(A). He died the 25th of May, 1625, an< * 
was buried in the chancel of the church at Eafton. 

(a) They are as follow : perimentt concerning the nature ant 

1 . The navigator's fupply, con- properties of the loadftone, etc. Con- 
taining many things of principal im- don, 1616, quarto. 

portance belonging to navigation, 3. A brief difcovery of the idle 

London, 1597, quarto. animadversions of Mark Ridley, up- 

2. Magnetical advertisement, or o* his Magnetical advertisement. 
divers pertinent obfervations and ex* London, 16 18, quarto. 

BARNES (Joshua) a learned divine, profeffor of the 
Greek language at Cambridge, born in London the 10th of 
January, 1654. He received the firft part of his education 
at Chrift's Hofjntal, from whence he went to Cambridge, 
December the nth, 1671, and was admitted a fervitor in £*f er _!f 
Emmarfuel college. He diftinguilhed himfelf very early by college. 
his knowledge of the Greek, and by fome poems in Latin 
and Englifh, written before he went to the univedity. In 
1675, ne publiihed at London a piece in titled Gerania, or a 
new difcovery of the little fort of people called pygmies* 
June the 7th, he was-elecled fellow of Emmanuel college ; 
and the year following he publiihed in octavo his poetical 
paraphrafe on the hiftory of Either. In 1688, he publiihed 
The life of king Edward III. dedicated to king James II. In 
1694, came out his edition of Euripides, dedicated to Charles 
duke of Somerfet. In the year 1700, Mrs. Mafon of Hem- 
mingford, near St. Ivef s, in Huntingdonfhire, a widow lady 
between 'forty and fifty, with a jointure of 200 1. per an- 
num, who had for fome time been a great admirer of him, 
came to Cambridge : Ihe defired leave to fettle a hundred 
pounds a year upon him after her death j which he politely 
rcfufed, unJefs ihe would likewife condefcend to make him 

happy 
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happy with her perfon, which was not very Engaging. Tte 
lady was too obliging to refufe any thing to Joftius, #4 for 
" whom (fhe faid) the fun flood ftill," and foon after mar- 
ried him. His edition of Anacreon was printed at Cambridge 
in 1705, and dedicated to the duke of Marlborough, in 
1710, he publifhed his edition of Homer. 

Mr. Barnes died Auguft 3, 17 12, in the fifty-eighth year of 
his age, and was interred at Hemmingford, and had amend- 
ment raifed to him by his widow. Befides the works above- 
mentioned, there are many others, which he either publifhed 
or defigned to publtfb, of fmall account, a lift of which is 
fubjoined to the prolegomena of his edition of Anacreon. 

Wood's BARO, or Baron (Peter) a learned divine, born at 

Fafti Oxon. Eft am pes in France; but being of the proteftant religion, 
edk 17*1 was obliged to ' eave hfe native country in order to avoid per- 
col. 113. * fecution. He removed to England, where he was kindly re- 
ceived, and generoufly fupported by lord treafurer Burghly, 
who admitted him into his family. He afterwards fettled in. 
Cambridge, upon the invitation of Dr. Pierce matter of Peter 
houfe. In 1574, he was chofen the lady Margaret's profef- 
for at Cambridge, which he eftjoyed for fome years \*6rf 
quietly; but, on account of fome opinions which he held, 
a party was at length formed againft him in the univerfity. 
At this time abfolute predeftination in the Calviniftical fenfe 
was held as the dodrine of the church of England. The 
chief advocates for it at Cambridge were Dr. Whitacre 5 Re- 
gius profeffor of divinity, Dr. Humphry Tindal, andmoftof 
the fenior members of the univerfity. Dr. Barohad a more 
FulferV moderate notion of that do&rine : this- occafioned a conteft 
Cambridge, between him and Mr. Laurence Chadderton, who attempted 
p. 145. to confute him publicly in one of his fermons. However, 
after fome papers' had pafled between them, the affair Was 
dropped. 

The next difpute Baro was engaged in* Was of much 
longer continuance. Dr. Whitacre and Dr, Tindal were 
deputed by the heads of the univerfity to archbifhop Whit- 
gift. They loudly complained that Pelagianifm was gaining 
ground irt the univerfity ; and in, order to flop the progfefa 
of it, they defired confirmation of fome propofitions they had 
brought along with them. Thefe accordingly were eft abli fil- 
ed and approved on the 20th of November,, by the archbi- 
fhop, the bifhop of London, the bifhop ele& of Bangor,, 
and fome other divines ; they became to be known by the 
title of the Lambeth Articles. They were immediately com- 
municated 
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municated to Dr. Baro, who, disregarding them, preached a 
contrary dodrine in a fermon before the univerfity, on the 
12th of January following. In that difcourfe he did not fo 
much deny, as moderate thofe propositions : however his ad- 
verfaries judging of jt otherwife, the vicechancellor confulted 
the fame day with Dr. Clayton and. Mr. Chadderton, what 
Ihould be done. The next day he wrote a letter to the arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury \ who returned for anfwer, that they 
Ihould call Baro before them, and require a copy of his fer- f 5^ e * § 
mon, or at lead caufe him to fet down the principal heads whitcift, 
thereof. Dr. Baro finding what offence was taken at his p. 4(8. 
fermon, wrote, on the 14th of January, to the archbilhop. 
However, according to his grace s directions, Baro was cited 
before Dr. Goad the vicechancellor in the confiftory ; and 
appeared there the fyth, 21ft, and 29th of January, when IbU.p.470. 
feveral articles were exhibited againft him. At his J aft ap- 
pearance the conclufion againft him was v " That where- 
•« as Baro had promifed the vicechancellor, upon his 
" demand, a copy of his fermon, but his lawyers did advife 
" him not to deliver the fame ; the vicechancellor did now, 
" by virtue of his authority* peremptorily command him to 
" deliver him the whole and entire fermon, as to the fub~ 
" fiance of it, in writing : which Baro promifed he would 
" do the next day, and did it accordingly. And laftly, he 
" did peremptorily and by virtue of his authority command 
" Baro, that he ihould wholly abfiain from thole controver- 
" lies and articles, and leave them altogether untouched, a* 
" well in hisle&ures, fermons, arid determinations, as in his 
" deputations and other his e*ercifes." The vicechancellor, 
who had proceeded thus far without the knowlege of the 
lord Burghly, their chancellor, thought fit to acquaint him, 
January 29, with their proceedings, and to defire his advice. 
The difcountenance lord Burghly gave to this affair, flopped 
all farther proceedings againft Dr. Baro, who continued in 
the univerfity tihe February and March following, but with 
much oppofition and trouble. The do&dr, notwithstanding 
hi* troubles, had many friends and adherents in the univerfi- 
ty : he met however with, fuch uneafinefs* that, for the fake 
of peace, he chofe to retire Id London, and fixed his abode 
in Crutched Friars, where he dirf -about thrte or four years 
afterwards, and was buried in the pariih church of St. Olave 
ifrrtftreet. He left feveral works, chiefly in divinity, but 
fcktaft enquired after or thought of, 
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BARONIUS (Cjesar) born the 31ft of Oaober, 1530% 

at Sora, an epifcopal town in the kingdom of Naples. He 

received the firft part of his education at Veroli, from whence 

he went to ftudy law at Naples : but the troubles in this 

Niceron countr y obliged his father to carry him to Rome, in 1557* 

toln. xxvii. where he was put under the care of Philip of Neri, founder 

p. a**, of the Oratory congregation. Some time after, he became 

a*prieft, and was fent to eftablifli this new order in the church 

of St. John the Baptift, where he continued till the year 

1576, when he was fent to Santa Maria's in ValliceJla. In 

the year 1573* he was appointed fuperior of his order, upon 

the refignation of the founder. Pope Clement VIII. chofe 

him alfo foon after for his confeflbr, and, in 1576, made him 

a cardinal, giving him at the fame time the care of the library 

of the holy apoftolic fee. Upon the death of Clement VIII. 

which happened in 1605, he was nigh being chofen to the 

pontificate, having had one- and- thirty voices ; but the Spanifh 

fa&ion hindered his eleflion, becaufe, in his Annals, he af- 

ferted the crown of Spain founded its claim to Sicily on falfe 

*W.p.a*4. evidence. 

His application to ftudy wafted him to fuch a degree, and 
occafioned fuch a weaknefs in his* ftomach, that, towards the 
end of his life, he could hardly digeft any nourifhment ; and 
he had fuch a loathing at food, that it was a pain for him to 
fit down to table. He died the 30th of June, 1607, * n ( ^ e 
fixty-ninth year of his age, and was interred in the church oF 
St. Mary in Vallicella. 

Baronius was a man of great piety and learning, a ftreriu- 
ous advocate for the Romifli church ; and he beftowed great 
labour in clearing up ecclefiaftical hiftory. He has left feveral 
works (a), the moft remarkable of which is his Annales ec-» 
clefiaftici, in twelve volumes. It has been abridged by fe- 
veral perfons, particularly by Henry Spoudxus, Ludovico Au- 
relio, and Bzovius. 

(a) Befides hit Annals he has left juffy editnm, cum notationibus Cssf. 

a few other works, of which the ~ard. Barofui, Romae, >sS6 t ia 

principal one is, Martyrologium Ro- folio, 
manum reftitutum Crcgorii XIII. 

BARROW (Isaac) an eminent mathematician and di- 
vine, descended from an ancient family in Suffolk* and bom 
in London, O&ober, 1630. He was at the Charter-houfe 
fchool for two or three years, where he difcpvwd more of 

natural 
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natural courage than inclination to ftudy, being much gives 
to fighting, and fond of promoting it amongft his School- 
fellows, infomuch that his father having fo little hope of hisHM'sLifeof 
being a fcholar, often wifhed, if it pleafed God to take Barrow,pre- 
away any of his children, it might be his fon Ifaac. But^^, 1 "* 
being removed to Felfted in Effex, his difpofition took a dif- 
ferent turn, and he foon t made fuch a progrefs in learning, 
and every other valuable qualification, that his mailer ap- 
pointed him tutor to the lord vifcount Fairfax of Emely in 
Ireland, who was then his fcholar. During his flay at Fel- 
fied he was, upon the 15th of December, 1643, admitted a- 
pensioner of Peter- houfe in Cambridge, where his uncle, af- 
terwards bifhop of St. Afaph, was then a fellow ; but when 
he removed to the univerfity, in February, 1645, he was en- Wird't 
tered at Trinity college, his uncle with fome others wbo Llve8 °' th * 
had written againft the covenant, having the year before beenp r ^2 m 
ejected from Peter-houfe. His father having fuffered muchp. 157 
in his eftate by his adherence to king Charles, Ifaac's chief 
fupport was at firft from the generofity of Dr. Hammond, for 
which he has exprefled his gratitude in a Latin epitaph on his uftD u 
benefactor. In 1647, nc was chofen a fcholar of the houfe, p. 301, 
and though he always continued a warm royalift, and would 
not take the covenant, yet his behaviour was fuch, that 
he gained the good-will and efteem of his fuperiors. He 
afterwards fubferibed the engagement; but having foon 
after repented of what he had done, he went back to the 
commiffioners to declare bis diflatisfadhon, and got his name 
rafed out of the lift. In 1648, he took the degree of bache- 
lor of arts, and the year following was chofen fellow»of the w , 
college. . After his -election, finding the times not favourab!e p . I5 g # 
to him in the affairs of church and ftate, be turned his thoughts 
to the profeffion of phytic, and for fome years bent his ftudies 
that way, and particularly made a great progrefs in anato- 
jny, botany, and chemiftry ; but afterwards, upon mature 
deliberation, and with the advice of his uncle, he applied 
himfelf to the ftudy of divinity, to which he conceived him- 
felf as. obliged by the oath he had taken on his admiffion to 
his fellowship. While he read Scaliger on Eufebius, he I J , H ,Lift 
perceived the dependence of chronology on aftronomy, which 
put him upon reading Ptolemy's Almageftj and finding this 
book and the whole fcience of aftrpnomy to depend upon geo- 
metry, he made himfelf mafter of Euclid's Elements, and 
from thence proceeded to the other ancient mathematicians. 
Vol. II. E In 


go ' BARROW. 

Irt 1652, he commenced matter of arts, and the Ctifirfng 
year was incorporated in that .degree at Oxford. 

When Dr.' Duport refigned the chair of Greek profeflbri 
he recommended his pupil Mr. Barrow for his fuccefior, 
who, in his probation exercife, fhowed himfelf equal to the 
JMd« chara&er given him by this gentleman 5 but being fufpe&ed 

to be a favourer of Arminiamfm* he obtained it not. This 
difappointment, it is thbught, helped to forward his defire of 
feeing foreign countries : and in order to execute this defign he 
Was obliged to fell his books. He left England the beginning 
of June, 1655, an ^ went ^ or P ar » s > where he found his fa- 
ther, and out of his fmall {lock he gave him a feafonable 
fupply. He gave his college an account ofhis journey thither 
Onufcula, in a poem, together with fome curious and political obferva- 
j. 35i» tions in a letter, both written in Latin. The enfuing fpring he 
went to Leghorn, with an intention to proceed to Rome, but 
flopped at Florence, where he had the advantage of perufing 
Hill and fevcral books in the great duke's library, and of converfing 
Ward, ibid, with Mr. Filton the librarian. Here the ftraitnefs of his cir* 
cumftances muft have put an end to his travels, had it not been 
for Mr. James Stock, a young merchant of London, who ge- 
neroufly furniflied him with money. He was extremely defirout 
to fee Rome, but the plague then raging at that city, he took 
fhip at Leghorn, November 6, 1 656, for Smyrna. In this voy* 
age the fhip was attacked by an Algerine pirate, and (hough 
lie had never feen any thing of a fea-fight, he flood to the 
gun appointed him with great courage, being, as he fatd 
himfelf, not fo much afraid of death as flavery. The corfak 
perceiving the ftout defence the (hip made, ibeered off. At 
Smyrna he mtt with a moft kind reception from Mr. Bretton* 
the Engliih conful, upon whofe death he afterwards wrote a 
Opafcula, Latin elegy. From thence he proceeded to Conftantinople, 
p. 3°2. where be received the like civilities from fur Thomas Bendifh 
the Engliih ambaflador, and fir Jonathan Dawes, with whom 
'he afterwards preferved an intimate friendflrip. At Constan- 
tinople he read over the work4 of St. Chryfoftom, once bifhop 
of that fee, whom he preferred to all the other fathers. When 
he had been in Turkey fomewhat more than a year, he re- 
turned from thence to Venice. From thence be came home 
in 1659, through Germany and Holland. Soon after his re- 
turn to England, the time being now fome what elapfed when 
*the fellows of Trinity college are obliged to take orders, or 
to quit the college, Mr. Barrow was epifcopally ordained by 
Tjifhop Brownrig. At the reftoration of king Charles II. his 
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friends expe&ed, as he had differed and merited To much, he 
flrould be immediately preferred, but their expe&ations came 
to nothing, which made him complain in two Latin verfes, 
which he has not left amongft his poems, that no perfon more 
frocerely wifhed for his majefty's return, and none felt lefs the H - v ;bi< j 
effe&s thereof with* regard to himfelf. , However, he wrote f, x 6? t 
an ode on the occafion, wherein he introduces Britannia con- 
gratulating the king on his return. In 1 660, he was chofen to 
the. Greek profefibrfhip at Cambridge. When he entered 
upon this province, he intended to have read upon the Tra- 
gedies of Sophocles, but he altered his intention and made 
choice of Ariftotle's Rhetoric. Thefe le&ures having been 
lent to a friend, who never returned them, are irrecoverably 
left. July the 1 6th, 1662, he was elected profeffor of geo-Ward, 
Oietry in Grefham college, by the recommendation of Dr. P« l6 ->« 
Wifkins, matter of Trinity college, and afterwards bifliop of 
Chefter. Hrs Latin inaugural oration is extant, in the fourth p . I90 , et 
volume of his works* This fame year he wrote an epithala- &1* 
mium on the marriage of king Charles and queen Catharine, 
in Greek verfe. Upon the 20th of May, 1663, ne was 
ele&ed a fellow of the Royal Society, in the firfl choice made 
By the council after their charter. The fame year the exe- 
cutors of Mr. Lucas having, according to his appointment, 
founded a mathematical leflure at Cambridge, they fixed upon 
Mr. Barrow for the flrft profeffor ; and though his two pro- 
fcflbrfhips were not inconfiftent with each other, he chofc to 
refign that of Grefham college, which he did May the 20th, Wart 

1664. P* *6i« 

In 1669, he refigned his mathematical chair to his learned 
friend, Mr. Ifaac Newton, being now determined to give up 
the ftudy of mathematics for that of divinity. Upon quitting 
bis profeflbrfliip, he was only a fellow of Trinity college, 
till his uncle gave him a fmall fine cure in Wales, and Dr. 
Seth Ward, bifhop of Salifbury, conferred upon him a pre* 
bend in his church. In the year 1670, he was created doc* 
tor in divinity by mandate ; and, upon the promotion of Dr. 
Pearfon, matter of Trinity college, to the fee of Chefter, he 
was appointed to fucceed bim by the king's patent, bearing 
date the 13th of February, 1672. When the king advanced 
him to this dignity, he was pleafed to fay, " He had given it 
f to the beft fcholar in England." His majefty did not fpeak 
from report, but from his own knowlege ; the do<3or being 
then his chaplain, he ufed often to converfe with him, and, 
in his humourous way to call him an *' unfair preacher," 
becaufe he exhaufted every fubjed, and left no room for 
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others to come after him. In 1675, he was chofen vice* 
Iby,p, j62 .chancellor of the univerfity. 

This great and learned divine died of a fever the 4th of 
May, 1677, and was buried in Wcftminfter abbey, where 
a monument was erected to him by the contribution of his 
friends, and an epitaph in Latin, by his friend Dr. M apple- 
toft. He left his manufcripts to the care of Dr. John Tillot- 
fon and Mr. Abraham Hill, with a power to print fuch of 
them as they thought proper (a). 

(a) The following works of his a. Mathematics le&iones habits 

were published during his life : in fcholis publicis acadcmiae Canta- 

1. Euclidis Elementa. Cantab, brigienfis. an. Dom. 1664, 5, 6, etc. 
1655, etfaepius, oclavo. Lond. 1683, o&avo. 

2. Euclidis Data. Cantab. 1657, 3. The- works of the learned Ifaac 
e&avo. Barrow, D. D. late mailer of Trini- 

3. Le&iones opticas xviii. Lond. ty college in Cambridge (being all hit 

1669, quarto. Englilh works) in three volumes* 

4. Le&iones geometries xiii. Lond. Lond. 1683, etc. folio. 

1670, quarto. Thefe three volumes were puMifll- 

5. Archimedis opera. Appollonii ed by Dr. John Tillotfon. 
conicorum libri iv. Theodofii fphse- 4. Ifaaci Barrow Opufcula, viz« 
rica methodo novo illuflrata, et fuc- determinations*, conciones ad clc- 
cincle demonilrata. Lond. 1675, rum, orationes, poemata, etc. vo- 
quarto. lumen quartum. Lond. 1687, folio. 

Thefe which follow were publirti- Dr. Barrow has left alfo ftveral 

ed after his deceafe : other curious papers on mathemati- 

1. Lectio, in qua theoremata Ar- cal fubje&s, written in his own hand, 

chimed is de fphaera et cylindro, per which were communicated by Mr. 

methodum indivifibilium inveftigata, Jones to the author of The lives of 

ac breviter demonftrata, exhibentur. the Greraam profenors. 
Lond. 1678, duodecimo. 

Niceron, BARTHIUS (G a spar) a very learned and copious wri- 

tom.vii. ter, born at Cuftrin in Brandenburg, the 2 2d of June, 1576. 

P« '4« His father was profeffor of civil law at Francfort upon the 
Oder, counfellor to the elector of Brandenburg, and his chan- 
cellor at Cuftrin. Having difcovered in his (on very early 
marks of a fine genius, he took great pains to provide him 
with proper matters ; but he enjoyed however but for a little 
time the pleafure of feeing the fruits of his care, for he died 
the 1 6th of February, 1597. Mr. Baillet has inferted Gaf- 

P.260. P ar * n bis Enfans celebres, where he tells us, that at twelve 
years of age he translated David's Pfalms into Latin verfc of 
every meafure, and publifhed feveral Latin poems. Upon 
the death of his father he was fent to Gotha, then to Eife- 
nach, and afterwards, according to cuftom, went through all 
the different univerfities in Germany, When he had fini&ed 
his ftudies, he began his travels \ he vifited Italy, France, 

Spain, 
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Spain, England, and Holland, improving himfelfby thecon-Niceron, ib« 
verfation and works of the learned in every country. HeP^S* 
fhidied the modern as well as ancient languages, and his 
tranflations from the Spanifh and French fhew that he was 
not content with a fuperficial knowledge.. Upon his return 
to Germany he took up his refidence at Leipfic, where he led 
a retired life, his paffion for ftudy having made him renounce 
all fort of employment ; fo that as he devoted his whole 
time to books, we need be the lefs furprized at the vaft num- 
ber of books which he published (a), of which we have add- 
ed a lift of the principal. 

Barthius formed very early a refolution of diiengaging him- 
felf entirely from worldly affairs and profane ftudies, in or- 
der to apply himfelf wholly to the great bufinefs of falva- 
tion : he did not however put this deiign in execution till 
towards the latter end of his life, as appears from his Solilo- 
quies, publifhedin the year 1654. He died the 17th of Sep- 
tember, 1658, being fomewhat more than feventy-one years 
of age. 

(a) i. Cave canem ; de vita, mo- 5. Advcrfariorum commentario- 

ribus, rebus geftis, divinitatx Gafpa- rum libri lx. quibus ex univerfa an- 

ris Scioppii apoftatse fatyricon. Ha- tiquitatis fcrie omnis generis loci ram 

nov^ 1 61 2, in duodecimo. gentilium quam ChrilUanorum fcrip- 

2. Scioppius excellens, in laudem torum illuftrantur et emendantur cum 
ejus et fociorum, pro Jofepho Scali- xi. indicibus. Francof. in fol. 1624. 
gero et omnibus probis, epigramma-| et 164.8. 

turn libri tres. Hanov. 16 la, in 6. Erotodidafcalus, fi ve Nemorali- 

duodecimo. ' v um libri v. Hanov. 1625, in octavo* 

3. Claudii Rutilii Numatiani Galli 7. Claudii Claudiani quae extant, 
itinerarium, cum notis. Francof. cum commentario grammatico, cri- 
1623, in octavo. a tico, philologico, hiftorico, philofo- 

4. Pornobofcodidafcalus Latinus phico, et politico. Francof. 1650, 
de lenonum, lenarum, conciliatricum, in quarto. 

fervitiorum dolis, veneficiis, & ma- 8. Animadvertlones in Papinium 

chinis plufquam diaboHcis ex lingua Statium cum ipfo autore. Lipfiae, 

Hifpanica in Latinam tranfdriptus. 1660, 4 vol. in quarto. 
Francof. 1624, ino&ave. 

BARTHOLIN (Caspar) born the 12th of February, 
1585, at Malmoe, a town in the province of Schoneo, 
which belonged then to Denmark. At three years of age he 
gave a proof of his quick capacity, for in fourteen days he 
learned fo read perfectly. When he arrived at his thirteenth 
year, he compofed Greek and Latin orations, and pro- Nic€rofl » 
nounced them in public. When he was about eighteen, he p< x * ax * 
went to ftudy in the univerfity of Copenhagen. In 1603, he 
removed to Roftock, and from thence to Wirtemberg. He 
continued three years in this laft place, where he applied 
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himfelf to philofophy and divinity with fo much afliduity, . 
that he rofe always before break of day, and went to bed very 
late. When he had finifhed his ftudies, he took his degree 
Ibid.p.i2i.of matter of arts in 1607. 

Bartholin now began his travels, and after Jiaving gone 
through part of Germany, Flanders, and Holland, he pafled 
over to England, from whence he returned to Germany in 
order to proceed to Italy. After his departure from Wirtem- 
berg he had made phyfic his principal ftudy, and he negle£t- 
ed nothing to improve himfelf in the different uniyerfities 
through which he had paffed. He received every where marks 
of refpe£l 5 at Naples particularly they folicited him to be ana- 
tomical profeflbr, but he; declined it. In France he was of- 
fered the Greek profeflbrfhip at Sedan, which he alfo refufed. 
After he had travelled as far as the frontiers of Spain, he re- 
turned to Italy in order to perfedl himfelf in the pra&ice of 
medicine. He went from thence to Padua, where he applied 
with great care to anatomy and difleflion. After fome ftay 
in this place he removed to Bafil, where he had ftudied phy- 
fic fome time before, and here he received his doflor's degree 
Ibid. p. 124. in phyfic, in 1610. From thence he went to Wirtemberg 
and Holland, and intended to have extended his travels (till 
farther had he not been appointed profeflbr of the Latin tongue 
at Copenhagen ; but he did not enjoy this long, for at' the 
end of fix months, in 161 3, he waschofen profeflbr of medi- 
cine, which was much more adapted to his qualities and dif- 
pofition. He held this profeflbrfhip eleven years, when he 
fell into an illnefs which made him defpair of life : in this 
extremity he made avow and promife to Heaven, if he was 
reitored to health, that he would apply himfelf to no other 
ftudy than that of divinity. He recovered, and kept his pro- 
mife. Conrad Aflach the profeflbr of divinity* having died 
fome years after, Cafpar was appointed his fucceflbr, the 12th 
of March, 16 ?4*, the king alfo gave him the canonry of 
Rofchild. He died of a violent colic, the 13th of July, 
1629, at Sora, whither he had gone to conduS his eldeft 
ion. He left feveral fmall woriws, chiefly on metaphyfics* 
logic, and rhetoric. 

BARTHOLIN (Thomas) fon of Cafpar, mentioned in 
the laft article, a famous phyfician born at Copenhagen the 
20th of O&ober J 616. After fome years ftudy in his own 
country, he went to Leyden, in 1637, where he ftudied phy- 
fic for three years. He travelled next to France, where he 
refided two years at Paris and Montpdlier, in order to im- 
prove 
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prove bimfelf under the famous phyficians of thefe two uni- Niceron, 
verities. He went from thence to Italy, and continued three* ™' v,t 
years at Padua, where he was treated with great honour and ° ' 
refped, and was made a member of the Incogniti, by John 
Francis Loredan. After having vifited moft parts of Italy, he 
went to Malta. From thence he returned to Padua, and 
next toBafil, where he received his do&or's degrees in phytic, 
the 14th of October, 1645. The yearfollpwing he returned 
to his native country, where he did not remain long without 
employment* for upon the death of Chriftopher Longomon- 
tan, the profeflbr of mathematics at Copenhagen, he was ap- 
pointed his fucceflbr, in 1647. In 1648, he was named to the 
anatomical chair, an employment more fuited to his genius and 
inclination, which he difcharged with great affiduity for thir- 
teen years* His intenfe application having rendered his con-IMJ.p.13^ 
ftitutton very infirm, he reflgned his chair in 1661, and the 
king of Denmark allowed him the title of honorary profeflbr. 
He retired to a little eftate he had purchafed at Hagefted near 
Copenhagen, where he intended to fpend the remainder of 
his days in peace and tranquillity. An unlucky accident how- 
ever difturbed him in this retreat : his^houfe took fire in 1670, 
and his library was deftroyed with all his books and manu- 
scripts. In consideration of this lofs the king appointed him 
his phyfician, with a handfome fallary, and exempted his 
land from all taxes. The univerfity of Copenhagen were 
likewifc touched with his misfortune, and appointed him their 
librarian ; and in 1675, the king honoured him ftill farther, 
by giving him a feat in the grand council of Denmark. He 
died the 4th of December, 1 680. He has left feveral works (a). 

(a) i. Anatomia Cafpari Bartholin! 4. Antiquitatum veteris puerperii 

parentis novis obfervationibus pri- fynopfis, operi magno ad eruditoa 

mum locupletata. Lugd. Bat. 1641, premifla. Hafniae, 1646, in o&avo. 
in o&avo, and feveral times fince 5. De luce animalium libri tres 

reprinted . admirandis hiftorits rationibufque no- 

a. De vnicornu obfervationes novae, vis refer ti. Lugd. Bat, 164/, in oc- 

Accefferunt de aureo cornu Olai tavo. - { 

Wormii eruditomm judicia. Patavii, 6. De armillis veterum, prxfertim -] 

1645, in octavo. - Danorum Schcdion. Hafnise, 1648* 

3. De monftris in natura et medi- in o£Uyo, 
cina. BafiL 1645, in quarto* 

BASIL (St.) bifhop of Caefarea in Cappadocia, where he 
was born in the year 326. He received the firft part of his 
education under his father. He went afterwards and ftudied 
under the famous [>ibanius at Antiochia and Conftantinople, 
and from thence to Athens, where he finished his ftudies under 
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Himerius and Procrefius. He returned to his native country lit 
355, where he taught rhetoric. Some time after he travelled 
into Syria, .fligypt, and Lybia, to vifit the monafteries of 
thefe countries ; and the monaftic life fo much fuited his dif- , 
pofition* that upon his return home he refolved to follow . 
it, and ne was the firft inftitutor thereof in Pontus andCap- 
padecia. Eufebius bifhop of Caefarea conferred the order of 
priefthood upon Bafil, who foon after retired into his foli* 
tude, having had fome mifunderftanding with his bifhop ; 
however he came to a, reconciliation with him about three 
years after, and his reputation was at length fo great, that 
upon the death of Eufebius, in 370, he was chofen his fuc- 
ceifor. It was with fome difficulty that he accepted of this 
dignity ; and no fooner was he raifed to it, than the em- 
peror Valens began to perfecute him becaufe he refufed to 
embrace the do&rine of the Arians. Valens came twice to 
Caefarea, and finding he was not able to influence Bafil, he 
refolved to banifh him from Caefarea. He ceafed at length, 
however, to moleft Bafil, who now began to ufe his utmoft 
endeavours to bring about a re-union betwixt the eaftern and 
weftern churches, who were then much divided, about fome 
points of faith, and in regard to Meletius and Paulinus two 
bifhops of Antiochia. The weftern churches acknowledged 
Paulinus for the lawful bifhop, and would have no com- 
munion with Melitius, who was fupported by the eaftern 
churches. But all his efforts were ineffectual, this difpote 
not being terminated till nine months after his death. Bafil 
was like wife engaged in fome contefts relating to the di- 
vifion the emperor had made of Cappadocia into two. pro- 
vinces. Anthimus, bifhop of Tyane the metropolis of the 
new province, was defirous to extend his limits, which 
Bafil oppofed. They contefted chiefly about a little village, 
named Zazime. Bafil, in order to preferve it in his jurif- 
didion, erected a bifhopric, and gave it to his friend Gregory 
de Nazianzen, but Anthimus took pofleffion before him, and 
Gregory, who loved peace, retired from thence. Bafil had 
alfo fome difputes with Euftathius, and wrote feveral letters 
againft him : he wrote likewife againft Apollinaris, and had 
a fhare in all the difputes which happened in his time in the 
eaft in regard to the do&rine of the church. He died the 
ift of January, 379. 

There have been feveral editions of St. BafiPs works in 
Greek and Latin. That printed at Paris in 1638, confift* 
of three volumes. An elegant and corredl edition has been 
fince publifhed by the Benedi&ine monks, in three volumes 
folio. BASNAGE 
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BASNAGE (James) paftor of the Walloon churdh at the 
Hague, born at Roan in Normandy, the 8th of Auguft, 1653. 
His father, Henry Bafnage, one of the ableft advocates in the 
parliament of Normandy, finding him of a promiflag genius, 
lent him very young to Saumur, where he ftudied under the 
celebrated Tanaquil Faber, who endeavoured, but in vain, 
to difluade him from engaging in the miniftry. At feventeen 
years of age, after he had made himfelf matter of the Greek 
and Latin authors, as well as the Engifh, Spanifh, and Ita- 
lian languages, he went to Geneva, where he began his di- 
vinity ftudies under Meftrezat, Turretin, and Tronchin ; 
and finilhed them at Sedan, under the profeflbrs Jurieu and 
Le Blanc de Beaulieu. When he had completed his ftudies, 
he returned to Roan, where he was received as minifter, 
September, 1676, in which capacity he remained till the 
year 1685, when the exercife of the proteftant religion being N » cer ?"» 
fupprefled at Roan, he obtained leave of the king to retire to «° »^" 
Holland* He fettled at Rotterdam, and was a minifter pen- 
fionary there till 1691* when he was chofen paftor of the 
Walloon church of that city. He had fome difputes with M. 
Jurieu, which fomewhat difturbed his repofe, though they 
did not interrupt his ftudies or labours : M. Jurieu approved 
of the revolt of the Cevennois, which M. Bafnage con- 
demned. 

In 1709, penfionary Heinfius got him chofen one of the 
paftors of the Walloon church at the Hague, intending not 
only to employ him in religious but in ftate affaire. He was 
employed in a fecret negociation with marihal d'Uxelles* 
plenipotentiary of France at the congrefs of Utrecht, and he 
executed it with fo much fuccefs, that he was afterwards en- 
trufted with feveral important commifiions, all which he dis- 
charged in fuch a manner as to gain a great charader for 
his abilities and addrefs j a celebrated modern writer has SeeVoltafo 
therefore faid of him, that he was fitter to be minifter ofinhisCata- 
ftate than of a parifh. Cardinal Bouillon, who was then in ^^ °* . 
Holland, communicated to him all his concerns with the t h e Age of 
States. The abbe du Bois, who was at the Hague in 1716, LewisXiv. 
as ambafTador plenipotentiary from his moft chriftian majefty, 
to negociate a defcnfive alliance between France, England, 
and the States General, was ordered by the duke of Orleans, 
regent of France, to apply himfelf to M. Bafnage, and to ^ « 
follow his advice : they accordingly afted in concert, andthep, a j 7# ' 
alliance was concluded in January 171 7. As a reward for 
his fervice he obtained the restitution of all his eftate and ef- 

fefo 
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fe&s in France. M. Bafnage kept an epiftolary correfpon- 
dence with feveral princes, noblemen of high rank, and mi- 
nifters of ftate, both catholic and proteftant, and with a great 
many learned men in France, Italy, Germany, and England. 
The catholics efteemed him no lefs than the protectants. 

His conftitution, which had been hitherto very firm, began 

to decline in 1722, and he was feized with a complica- 

Ib. tom.x. tion of diftempers, which carried him off the 22dofDecem- 

p.147. ber, 1723. He was a man of the utmoft fincerity and can- 

. dour, even in the minuted affairs, which fhine forth no lefs 

than his erudition in the numerous works he has left (a). 

(a) The moil confiderable are as Rotterdam, 1706, 5 tomes in duo-* 

follow : decimo. 

1. Hiftoire de la religion des eg- 5. Hiftoire des Juifs reclamee et 
Tifes reformees, depuis la reforma- retablie, par fon veritable autcur M. 
tionjufqu'aprefent, avec une hiftoire Bafnage, con t re l'edition anorfyme 
de Porigine et da progreg des princi- et tronquee, qui s'en eft faite a Paris 
pales erreurs de I'eglife Romaine, chez Roulland, 1710, avec plufieurt 
pour fervir de reponfe a l'hiftoire des editions pour fervir de fixieme tome 
variations des eglifes proteftantes de a cette hiftoire. Rotterdam, 1 7 1 1> 
M. de Meaux. Rotterdam, 1690, in duodecimo* 

in odravo. 6. Antiquitez -Judaiques, ou re- 

2. Hiftoire de I'eglife depuis Jefus marques critiques fur la republiquc 
Chrift jufqu'a picfent. Rotterdam, des Hebreux. Amfterdam, 1713, in 
1699, folio. octavo. 

3. Hiftoire de Tancien et du nou- 7. Annal.es des Provinces Unies 
vcau Teftament reprefentee en tailes depuis les negociations pour la paix 
douces faites et deffinees par Romain de Munfter, avee la description hi- 
de Hogue, avec une explication. On ftorique de leurs governement, 2 torn* 
a ajoute des vers a chaque figure par La Haye, folio, 1719 et 1716. 

M. delaBrune. Amfterdam, 1705. 8. Nouveaux fenrions, 1720, in 

Lindenberg, folio. ' octavo. 

4. Hiftoiie des Juifs, depuis Jefus 9. Diflertation hiftorique fur les 
Chrift jufqu'a prefent, pour fervir duels et les ordres de chevalerie. 
defupplement ^Fhiftoire de Jofeph. Amfterdam, 1720, in octavo. 

• 

BASNAGE (Henry) fteur de Beauval, fecond fon to 
Henry Bafnage, and brother Xo James mentioned in the laft 
article. He applied himfelf to the ftudy of the law, and was 
admitted advocate in the parliament of Roan, in the year 
1679. He did not follow the bar immediately upon his ad- 
miffion, but went to Valencia, where he ftudied under M. 
de Marville. Upon his return from thence he pradifed with 
great reputation till the year 1^87, when the revocation of 
the edid of Nantz obliged him to fly to Holland, where he 

J^mTa*' compofed the greateft part of his works, and died there the 

p.**;.* 29th of March, 1710(A). 

(a) Mr, Bafoage kft the following 1. Tolerance des religions. RQt- 
works 2 terdam, 1 68^ in duodecimo. 

a. Hi* 
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s. Hiftoire dcs ouvrages des Sea- to undertake a work of the fam* 

▼ans. Rotterd. 24 vol. in duode- kind under a different title, 
cimo. 3. His difputes with M. Jurieif 

This work was begun in the month produced alfo feveral piece*, 
of September 1687, and continued 4. Di&ionaire univerfel recueilli et 

till June 1709. When he arrived compile par feu M. Antoine Fureti- 

io Holland, Mr. Bayle, through indif- ere, fecondc edition, revue, corrig6e, 

pofition, had been obliged to drop et aogmentee par M. Bafnage dt 

his Nouvelles de la Republique des Beauval, 
letcres, which induced Mr. Bafnage 

BASSAN (James du Pont) a painter, born in the year 
1510, in the village of Baflano, fituated in the republic of 
Venice. His father Francis intruded him in the firft prin- 
ciples of his art ; and the works of Titian and Parmefan, but Diaiollalfl 
above all a careful ftudy of nature, enabled him to improve des beaux 
and difplay thofe happy talents he had for painting. He lived arts* 
chiefly in the country, where he gave himfelf moftly to paint- 
ing of landfcapes and animals. He had made himfelf well 
acquainted with hiftory, and having like wife a good deal of 
knowlege in polite literature, this furnilhed him with excel- 
lent fubjeds. He had great fuccefs in landfcape and por- 
traiture. He has alfo drawn feveral night-pieces j but it is 
faid he found great difficulty in reprefencing feet and hands, 
and for this reafon thefe parts are generally hid in his pictures* 
Annibal Carrache, when he went to fee Baflan, was fo far 
deceived by the reprefentation of a book drawn upon the wall* 
that he went to lay hold of it. Baflan was alfo a great lover 
of mufic, and ufed to am'ufe himfelf with gardening, and 
amongft the plants which he reared, we are told that he 
would often intermingle the figures of ferpents and other ani- 
mals, drawn fo much to the life, that one could hardly mifs 
being deceived. The pieces of this painter are fpread over 
all Europe : Titian purchafed many of them ; there are feve- 
ral alfo in the French king's cabinet in the royal palace, and 
in the hotel de Touloufe. He died at Venice in 1592. 

BATE (George) an eminent phyfician, born at Maid's 
Morton, near Buckingham, in the year 1608. At fourteen 
years of age he became one of the clerks of New college in 
Oxford. From thence he was removed to Queen's college, 
and afterwards to St. Edmund's hall. When he had taken 
the degrees of bachelor and matter of arts, he then entered 
on the phyfic line, and having taken a degree in that faculty 
in the year 1629, he obtained a licence, and for fome years 
prafiifed in and about Oxford : his practice was chiefly amongft 
the puritans, who at that time confidered him as one of their 

party. 
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party. In 1637, he took his degree of do&or in phyfic, and 
became very eminent in his profeffion, fo that when king 
Charles kept his court at Oxford, he was his principal phyfi- 
cian. When the king's affairs declined, Dr. Bate removed 
to London, where he accommodated himfelf fo well to the 
times, that he became phyfician to the Charter-houfe, fel- 
low of the college of phyficians, and afterwards principal 
phyfician to Oliver Cromwell. 

Upon the reftoration he got into favour with the royal 

party, was made principal phyfician to the king, and fellow 

of the Royal Society j and this, we are told, was owing to 

a report raifed on purpofe by his friends, according to Mr. 

A*em Wood, that he gave the protector a dofe which haftened his 

°™L* death. Dr. Bate wrote in Latin an account of the late com- 

coL 424. motions in England, and fome other pieces He died at his 

fccond edit, houfe in Hatton-garden, and was buried at Kingfton upon 

U»d.i7ai. Thames in Surry. 

(a) His Latin work is intitled ment, February 11,1 647. Printed 

£lenchus motuum nuperorum in An- in 1648, in quarto, 
glia, (imulac juris regii ct parliamen- a. De rachitide, five morbopucr- 

tarii brevis narratio. It was printed ili, qui vulgo Rickets dicitur. Lond. 

at Paris in 1649, and at Francfort 1650, o&avo. 
upon the Maine in 1650, in quarto. 5. After the dolor's death there 

A fecond part of this work was print- came out a Difpenfatory of his, pub* 

ed at London in 1661. A third part lifted by Mr. James Shipton apothe- 

was published in 1676, by Dr. Skin- cary. It is Entitled Pharmacopaeia 

per doctor of phyfic. Bateana, in qua o&oginta circiter 

He wrote alfo the three following pharmaca pleraque omnia e praxi 

pieces : Georgii Batei regi Carolo II. proto- 

i. The royal apology, or the de- medici excerpta; Lond. 1688, ct 

clamation of the commons in parlia- 169 1, 

Calamy*s BATES (William) an eminent nonconforming divine, 
Account of born in November 1625, and educated at the univerfity of 
"eaed and Cambridge, He was entered at Emmanuel college, and 
£lenced af- from thdtice removed to King's in 1644. He took the degree 
terthe «- of bachelor of arts in 1647, and was admitted do&or of di- 
^nLu** Vinit Y by thz king's letters, dated November 9, 1660. Soon 
p . 73! after the reftoration he was appointed chaplain to king 
Charles II. he was alfo for fome time minifter of St. Dunftan's 
in the Weft, but ejected from thence by the act of uniformi- 
ty. He was one of the commiffioners at the conference at 
Reliquiae the Savoy in 1 660, for reviewing the public Liturgy, and 
^"Tb?"*' au **^ e d * n drawing up the exceptions againft the Common 
f. 11, 229. Prayer. He was likewife chofen on the part of the minifters, 
together with Dr. Jacomb and Mr. Baxter, to manage the 
diipute againft Dr. Pearfon, afterwards bifhop of Chefter, Di;. 

, Gunning, 
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Gunning, afterwards bifliop of Ely, and Dr. Sparrow, after- 
wards biihop of Norwich. ibid. p. 337* 

When the parliament fat at Oxford, during the plague 
in London, they pafled an a£t to oblige the nonconformifts 
to take an oath, to this purpofe, that they fhould fwear, 
u That it was not lawful, upon any pretence whatfoever, 
" to take arms againft the king ; and that they abhorred 
" the treacherous pofition of taking arms by his autho- 
" rity againft his perfon, or againft thofe that are com- 
*' miffioned by him, in purfuance of fuch commiffion ; and 
" that they would not at any time endeavour any alteration 
" in the government of church and ftate." Thofe who refufed ibid. # 
to take this oath were to be reftrained from coming (except P arti "* ^ 
upon the road) within five miles of any city or corporation, or p " a * 
any place which fent burgefles to parliament. The minifters 
finding the preflure of the aft very great, ftudied how to take 
the oath lawfully : Dr. Bates confulted the lord keeper Bridg- 
man, who promifed to be prefent at the next feffions, and to 
declare from the bench, that by " endeavour to change the 
" government in church," was meant only " unlawful en- 
u deavour." This fatisfied Dr. Bates, who upon this took 
the oath with feveral others. He wrote a letter hereupon to 
Mr! Baxter; but the latter tells us, that all the arguments 
contained therein feemed to him not fufficient to enervate the 
objections againft taking the oath. !*"*• 

, Dr. Bates bore an excellent character, and was honoured n>id. 
with the friendfhip of the lord keeper Bridgman, the lord chan- p. 94* 
ceUor Finch, the earl of Nottingham, and archbifhop Til- 5^ J ^ € SS W *'"* 
lotfon. He had been offered at the reftoration the deanry of fermon on 
Coventry and Litchfield, which he refufed ; and, according Him. Load, 
to Dr. Calamy, might have been afterwards raifed to any jf^ Abrlde- 
bifhopric in the kingdom, if he would have conformed to mcn t of 
the eftablifhed church. He refided for the latter part of his Baxter, 
life at Hackney, near London, and died July the 19th, 1699,^ 5 * * 
in the feventy-fourth year of his age. During his life he pub- 
lifhed the lives of feveral eminent perfons, in Latin (a); 
and fince his death his works have been printed in one vo- 
lume in folio (b). 

« 

(a) Thefe lives were written by lity. In the fecond clafs are included 

different perfons, and Dr. Bates col- men of eminence in the. church. And 

le&ed them into one volume, intitled in the third, thofe diftinguifhed for 

Vitse fele&orum aliquot vicorum, their learning. 4da eruditorum, 

qui do&rina, digniute, aut pietate Jan. 1683, p. 1*. 

inqlaruere. Lond. 168 1, quarto. The (b) They confift of fermons and 

liyes are divided into three clafles 1 difcourfes on the moft important fub- 

the firit contains the lives of princes jecls, 
and men cf fuporior rank and qua- 
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BATHURST (Ralph) an eminent poet, phyfician, and 
divine, born in the year 1620. He was educated in Trinity 
College Oxford, where he at firft applied himfelf to the fludjr 
of divinity ; but afterwards to phytic, and was employed as 
phyfician to the fick and wounded of the navy. After die 
W00A reftoration of king Charles II. he returned to the ftudy of 
Ath. Oxon* divinity, and having taken orders, was appointed chaplain 
▼ol. u. to the king, and, admitted fellow of the Royal Society* 
On the 10th of September, 1664, he was ele&ed presi- 
dent of Trinity college; and, June the 28th, 1670, was 
inftalled dean of Wells ; and in the years 1673 anc * l ^74> 
heferved the office of vicechancellor of the univerfity of 
Oxford. In April, 1691, he was nominated by king Wil- 
liam and queen Mary to the fee of Brifto), but refuted it, 
chufing rather to refide in his college, the chapel of which he 
afterwards rebuilt in a very elegant manner. He was a per- 
fon ef great learning, and particularly celebrated for his poeti- 
cal genius (a). He died June the 14th, 1704, in the eighty- 
fourth year of his age, and was buried in the chapel of Tri- 
nity college. 

(a) There aj* publi&ed the fol- MifceUaneous poem*. Wood, Athen. 

lowing pieces by Dr. Bathurft : vol. U. col. 166. 

1. Newes from the dead, or a true 3. Several Latin poems, printed in 
and exa& narration of the miracul- the Mufarum Anglicanarum annalec- 
©us deliverance of Anne Green, who ta, viz. 1 . In libellum viri clariffimi 

- being executed at Oxford, December The*. Hobbi i De natura hominis, 1650* 

j 4., 1650, afterwards revived, and, a. Gratulatio paois cum Fade rata 

by the care of certain phyficians Belgio ftabilibe Cromwello prote&o- 

there, is now perfectly recovered; re, 1654. 3- In fereniffiimim rtgiunt 

together with the manner of her ftif- Carolum II. Britannia fuse reftirn- 

fering, and the particular meants ufed turn, 1 660. 4. In obi turn celfiflimi 

for her recovery. Whereunto are pre- principis Henrlci ducis Gloceftreafis, 

fixed certain poems, cafually written 1660. 5. Gratulatio ob aufpicatif- 

upon that fubjeft. Printed at Oxford, fimum fereniffim* principis Cathari- 

165I, quarto. nae LufiMnx, regiCarolo II. defpon- 

2. A poem on the death, of John fatal in Angliam appulfum, 1663, 
Selden, inferted in the thir,d part of 

BAUDIER (Michael) a gentleman of Languedoc,wha 
lived in the reign of Lewis XIIL He wrote feveral hiftori- 
* cal piece's (a), which were well received, and gained him the 
character of being a copious and indefatigable author. 

(a) Mr. Bayle mentions the fol- 3. HiAoirede la cour du roi de la 
lowing t Chine. 

• 1. L'hiftoire du Serrail. 4. La vie du cardinal d* Amboife. 

«• Hittoirede la religion dcsTurcs. 5. LaviedumarechaldeThoyraa* 

6. VhUtolrc 

I 
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f . L*hiftoire da minifterc do Ro« ant du camp de Turin, ce qui t'eft 

mie. pafle en la compagne cT Italic de l'an- 

7. Le foldat Piemontais, racont- nee 1640. 

BAUDIUS (Dominic) prqfeflbr of hiftory in the univer- 
fity of Leyden, born at Lille, the 8th of Auguft, 1 561. He 
began his ftudies at Aix la Chapelle, and continued them it 
Leyden. He removed from thence to Geneva, where he flu* 
died divinity : after refiding here fome time, he returned 
to Ghent, and from thence .to Leyden, where he applied to 
the civil law, and was admitted do&or of. law, June 1585. 
Soon after his admiffion, he accompanied the ambaflador&fcorft 
the States to England; and during his refidence here became 
acquainted with feveral perfbns of diftindion, particularly the 
famous fir Philip Sidney. • ' 

He was admitted advocate at the Hague, the 5th of Jamt* Life of Baa- 
ary, 1587 j but being fbon tired of the bar, went to travel £*"• bcfore 
in France, where he remained ten years/ He was" much andka^. 
efteemed in that kingdom, and gained many friends there. 
Achilles de Harlai, firft president of the. parliament of Paris* 
got him to be admitted advoeate of the parliament of Paris im 
the year 1592. In 1602, he went to England with Chrifto- 
-pher de Harlai, the prefident's fan, who was fent ambaflador 
to the court of London by Henry the Great. This fame year 
fiaudius having been named profeffor of eloquence at Iveyden, 
went and fettled in that univeriity. He read le&ures on hi- 
-ftory alter the death of Morula, and was permitted alfo to 
tJo the fame on the civil law. In 1611, the States conferred 
upon him the office of hifioriographer in conjunction with 
Meurilus ; and in confequence thereof he wrote The hiftory 
of the truce. Baudius is an elegant profe-wuter, as appears . 
from his Letters, many of which were publifhed after his 
death*. He was alfo an excellent Latin poet : . the firft edi- 
tion of his poems was printed in the year 1587 ; they con- 
fift of verfes of all the different meafures : he publifhed fepa- 
rately a book of iambics in 15919 dedicated to cardinal Bour- 
bon. Some of his poems he dedicated to the king of Engr 
land; others to the prince of Wales, in the edition of 1607, 
and went over to England to prefent them. 

Baudius was a ftrenuous advocate for a truce betwixt the 
States and Spain : two orations he publifhed on this fubject, 
'though without his name, had very nigh proved his destruc- 
tion ; prince Maurice was made to believe he was affronted 
jn them, and the author was faid to have been bribed by the 
French ambaflador to write upon the truce. He was obliged 

to 
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to write to the prince and his fecretary, in order to vindicate 
himfelf. And in his vindication he laments his unhappy fate 
in being expofed to the malice of fo many flanderers, who 
Bud.Ep.ui.put wrong interpretations on his words : " It is evident (fays 
P^cVq! 3# ** ^ e ) ^at through the malignity of mankind, nothing can 
" be exprefled fo cautioufly by men of any character and repu- 
* c tation, but it may be diftorted into fome obnoxious fenfe. 
** For what can be more abfurd than the condu& of thofe 
** men, who have reported that I have been bribed by the 
*' ambaffador Jeannin, to give him empty words in return 
<€ for his generality to me ; as if I, an obfcure do&or, was 
*« an affiftant to a man of thegreateft experience in bufinefs." 
Some varies, which he wrote in praife of the marquis of Spi- 
nola, occafioned him alfo a good deal of trouble ; the mar- 
quis came to Holland before any thing was coacluded either 
of the peace or truce ; and though Baudius had printed the 
poem, yet he kept the copies of it, till it might be feen more 
evidently upon What account this minifter came : he gave 
them only to his moft intimate friends. It being known how- 
ever that the poem was printed, he was very near being ba- 
tiiihed for it. 

Baudius was addi£ted to women as well as wine, to fuch a 
degree as expofed him to the public ridicule ; and feveral far- 
caftical jokes were printed againft him on- this account : Sci- 
oppius has been the fcverefk writer againft him. Mr. Bayle 
however thinks there is too much virulence in him to be cre- 
dited ; he remarks at the fame time, that many men of learn- 
ing render themfelves contemptible in thofe places where they 
Jive, while they are admired where they are only known by 
their writings. 

Baudius died at Leyden the 22d of Auguft, 1613, 

Calamy's BAXTER (Richard) an eminent nonconformift divine, 

<A brW & me " t born November 12, 1615, atRowtou, near High-Ercal, in 

ter*s Life** "'Shropfliire. He was unlucky as to his education, by falling 

p. 9. Lond. into the hands of ignorant fchoolmafters ; neither had he the 

•*«-ofcw. advantage of an academical education, his parents having ac- 

* 7C *' cepted of a propofal of putting him under Mr. Wickftead, 

chaplain to the council of Ludlow ; but it anfwered not their 

expe&ation ; this gentleman being himfelf no great fcholar, 

took little or no pains with his pupil ; the only benefit he 

reaped was the ufe of an excellent library, which, by his 

great application, proved indeed of infinite fervice to him. 

When he had remained in this fituation about a year and a 

half, he returned to his facher's. 

In 
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In 1633, Mr. Wickftead perfuaded him to lay afide hit 
ftndies, and to think of making his fortune at court. He accord- 
ingly came to Whitehall, and was recommended to Sir Henry 
Herbert mafter of the revels* by whom he was very kindly re- 
ceived ; but in the fpace of a month, being tired of a court- life; 
he returned to the country, where he refumed his ftudies, and 
Mr. Richard Foley of Stourbridge got him appointed mailer 
of the free fchool at Dudley, with an afliftant under him. In Ibid. p. 4, 
1638, he applied to the bifhop of Winchefter for holy orders, 
which he received, having at that time no fcruples as to con- 
formity to the church of England. The Et caetera oath was 
what firft induced him to examine into this point. It was 
framed by the convocation then fitting, and all perfons were , 

thereby enjoined to fwear, ft< That they would never confent 
" to the alteration of the prefent government of the church 
" by archbifhops, bifliops, deans, archdeacons, etc." There 
were many perfons who thought it hard to fwear to the con- 
tinuance of a church-government which they difliked ; and 
yet they would have concealed their thoughts, had not this 
oath, impofed under the penalty of expulfion, compelled them 
to fpeak. Others complained of the Et csetera, which they 
faid contained they knew not what. Mr. Baxter ftudied the 
beft books he could find upon this fubjec~t, the confequencc 
of which was, that he utterly difliked the oath. 

In the year 1640, he was invited to be minifter at Kidder- 
minfter, which he accepted ; and had been here two years 
when the civil war broke out. He was a favourer of the par- 
liament, which expofed him to fome inconveniencies, and 
obliged him to retire to Gloucefter, but being ftrongly folicited 
he returned to Kidderminfter. However, not finding himfelf 
fefe in this place, he again quitted it, and took up his resi- 
dence at Coventry: here he lived in, perfect quiet, preaching 
once every Sunday to the garifon, and once to the town's 
people. After Nafeby fight he was appointed chaplain to 
colonel Whalley's regiment, and was preient at feveral fieges. 
He was obliged to leave the army in the year 1657, by a 
fudden illnefs, and retired to Sir Thomas Route's, where he 
continued a long time in a languifhing irate of health. He 
afterwards returned to Kidderminfter, where he continued to 
preach with great fuccefs.. When Cromwell gained the fu- 
periority, Mr. Baxter exprefled his diflatisfa&ion to his mea- 
sures, but did not think proper to preach againft him from the 
pulpit : once indeed he preached before the proteclor ; Jie 
made ufe of the following text upon this occafion, " Now I 
" befeech.you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jefus 
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<* Chrift, that ye all fpeak the fame thing, and that there be na 
<c divifions amongft you, but that ye be perfectly joined toge- 
'* ther in the fame mind and in the fame judgment." He levelled 
his difcourfe againft the divifions and diftra£tions of the 
church. A while after Crom well fent to fpeak with him : when 
he began a long and ferious fpeech to him of God's providence 

Ibid p. in. in the change of the government, and how God had own- 
ed it, and what great things had been done at home and 
abroad in the peace with Spain and Holland. Mr. Baxter 
told him, " It was too great condefcenfion to acquaint him 
" fo fully with all thefe matters, which were above him : 
*' 'but that the honeft people of the land took their ancient 
" monarchy to be a blemng, and not an evil; and humbly 
" craved his patience, that he might afk him, how they had 
*' forfeited that bleffing, and unto whom that forfeiture wa* 
" made ? w Upon this queftion Cromwell was awakened in- 
to fome pamon, and told him, " There was no forfeiture, 
" but God had changed it as pleafed him : " and then he let 
fly at the parliament, which thwarted him, and efpecially by 
name at four or five members, Mr. Baxter's particular ac- 
quaintances, whom he prefumed to defend againft the pro- 
tector's paffion. A few days after he fent for him again, 
under pretence of aflcing him his opinion about liberty of con* 
fcience, at which time alfo he made a long tedious fpeech* 
which took up fo much time, that Mr. Baxter defired to of- 
fer his fentiments in writing, which he did, but he fays he 

JbM.p.ii2. queftions whether Cromwell read them. 

Mr. Baxter came to London a little before the depofition 
of Richard Cromwell, and preached before the parliament 
the day preceding that on which they voted the king's return* 
He preached likewife before the lord mayor at St. Paul's a 
thankfgivjng-fermon for general Monk's fuccefe. Upon the 
king's reftoratibn he was appointed one of his chaplains in 
ordinary. He aflifted at the conference at the Savoy as one 
of the commiflioners, when they drew up a reformed liturgy. 
He was offered the bifhopric of Hereford by the lord chan<- 
cellor Clarendon, which he refuied, 2nd gave his lordfliip his 

Ibid. p. i55.reafcns for not accepting of it, in a letter : he required no fa* 
vour but that of being permitted to continue mintfter at Kid- 
derminfter, but could not obtain it. Being thus difappointed* 
he x preached occafionally about the city of London, having 
a licence from bifhop Sheldon, upon his fubferibing 4 promMe 
not to preach any thing againft the dc&rine or ceremonies of 
the church. May 15, 1662, hepreached his farewel-fermon 
at Black friars, and afterwards retired to Alton in Middlefex. 

la 
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In 1665, during the plague, he went to Richard Hampden's, 
E/q. in Buckinghamfhire, and when it ceafed he returned to 
Acton. He continued here as long as the a& againft conven* 
tides was in force, and when that was expired, he had (b 
many auditors that he wanted room : hereupon, by a warrant 
figned by two juftices, he was committed for fix months to New 
prifon gaol ; but having at length procured an Habeas corpus,, 
he was difcharged, and removed to Totteridge near Barnet. 

After the indulgence in 1672, he returned to London 5 
and the times appearing more favourable about two years af- 
ter, he buik a meeting-houfe in Oxenden-ftreet, where he had 
preached but once, when a refolution was formed to take him 
by furprize, and fend him to the county gaol, on the Oxford 
ad ; which misfortune he efcaped, but the perfon who hap- 
pened to preach for bim was fent to the Gate-houfe, where 
he was confined three months. After having been three 
years kept out of his meeting-houfe, he took another in 
Swallow -ftreet, but was likewife prevented from preaching 
there, a guard having been placed % for many Sundays to hin- 
der his entrance. Upon the death of. Mr. Wadfworth, Mr. ibid. p. 507, 
Baxter preached to his congregation in Southwark. fefj 

Ih 1 682, he was feized by a warrant, for coming within 
five miles of a corporation, and five more warrants were fenr* 
ed upon him to diftrain for 195 1. as a penalty for five fer- 
mons he had preached, fo that his books and goods were fold. 
He was not however imprifoned on this occauon, which was 
owing to Dr. Thomas Cox, who went to five juftices of 
peace, before whom he fwore that Mr. Baxter was in Aich a 
bad irate of health, that he could not go to prifon without 
danger of death. In the beginning of the year 1635, he 
was committed to the King's Bench prifon, by a warrant 
from the lord Chief Juftice Jefferies, for his Paraphrafe on the 
New Teftament ; and on the 18th of May of the fame year 
he was tried in the court of king's bench, and found guilty. 
He was confined in prifon two years ; but in 1686, king 
James, by the mediation of the lord Powis, granted him a 
pardon 5. and. on the 24th of November he was difcharged 
out of the King's Bench. He retired to a houfe in Charter- 
houfe-yard, «vhere he aflifted Mr. Sylvefter every Sunday 
morning, and preached a lecture every Thurfday. * 

Mr. Baxter died December the 8th, 1691 , and was interred 
in ChriirT church, whither his corpfe was attended by a na- 
merous company of perfons of different ranks, and many 
clergymen of the eftablifhed church. He wrote a vaft num- 
ber of books > Mr. Loftg of Exeter fays fourfcore. JDi»vC*- 
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lamy, one hundred and twenty; but the author of a note In 

the Biographia Britannica tells us he had feen an hundred and 

forty-five diftind treatifes of Mr. Baxter's : his pra&ical works 

have been publifhed in four volumes folio. Bifhop Burnet, 

Vol. i. * n tne Hiftory of his own times^ calls him c< A man of gre.at 

p.i*o. " piety; and that if he had not meddled with too many 

edit. Lonl. « things, would have beenefteemed one of the moft learned 

*" <c men of the age ; that he had a moving and pathetical 

" way of writing, and was his whole life long a man of great 

" zeal and much fimplicity, but was unhappily fubtle and 

" metaphyseal in every thing." 

Autoria vita Baxter (William) nephew to Mr. Baxter mentioned 
ab fpfo con- in the preceding article, an eminent grammarian and critic, 
fcripta, pre- bQ rn i n 1 5*0 at Lanlugany in ShropQiire. His education 

fixed to hit l. l a j • u- c *. -.u r 

Gloflarium was mucn neglected in his younger years, for at the age or 
Antiq. Brit, eighteen, when he went to the fchool at Harrow on the Hill, 
Lond. 1731, j n Middlefex, he knew not one letter in a book, nor understood 
General onc word of any language but Welfh : but he foon retrieved 
PiOioaary. his loft time, and became a man of great learning. l\p ap- 
plied chiefly to the ftudy of antiquities and jphilology, in 
which he compofed feveral books, in 1 6jg t he publifhed a 
Grammar on the Latin tongue (a) ; and in 1695, an edition 
of Anacreon with notes (b), which was afterwards reprinted 
in 1 710, with confiderable improvements. In 1701, his edi- 
tion of Horace made its appearance (c) ; and in 17199 he 
publifhed his Dictionary of the Britiih antiquities (d). His 

(a) The title at large if as follows t (c) The fecond edition was finiih- 
De analogia, five arte linguae La- ed by him but a few days before hit 

tinae commentariolus ; in quo omnia, death, and published under this 

etiam reconditions grammatics cle- title : 

menta, ratione nova tra&antur, et Q^ Horatii Flacci Eclogas, una 

ad breviffimos canones rediguntur. cum fcholiis perpetuis, tarn veteribus 

In ufum prove&ioris adolefcentiae. quam novis. Adjecit etiam, ubi vi* 

Opera Wilhelmi Baxteri philiftoris. fum eft, et fua, textumque ipfum 

Lond. 1679, duodecimo. plurimis tocis vel corroptum ver tur- 

(b) Anacreontis Teii carmina. batum reftituit Willielmus Baxter, 
Plurimis quibus ha&enus fcatebant o&avo. 

mendis purgavit, turbata metra reftt- (d) Under the title of Gloflariurn 

tuit, notafque cum nova interpreta- antiquitatum Britannicarum, five fyl- 

tione literal? adjecit Willielmus Bax- labus etymologicus antiquitatum ve- 

ter. Subj'ciuntur etiam duo vetuf- tens Britannia; atque Ibcrnir, tern- 

tiflima poetics Sapphus elegantiflima ppribus Romanorum. Au£ore Wil- 

odaria, una cum corre&ione Ifaaci lielmo Baxter Comavio fchoUe Mer- 

Voifii, et Theocriti Anacreonticum ciariorum praefe&o, octavo. Dedi* 

in mortuum Adonin. ' Lond. 1697 cated to Richard Mead M. D. 
€) ijio, octavo. 

Gloffary, 
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Gloffary, or dictionary of the Roman Antiquities, which goes 
no farther than the letter A, was pubJiflied in 1726, by the 
reverend Mr. Mofes Williams (e); and in 1732, he put 
out propofals for printing his notes on Juvenal (fJ. Mr. 
Baxter had alfo a fhare in the Englifli tranflation of Plutarch 
by feveral hands. He was a great matter of the ancient Britifh 
and Irlfh tongues, and well fkilled in the Latin and Greek 
as well as the northern and eaftern language?. He kept a 
correfpondence with moft of the learned men of his time, ef- 
pecially with the famous antiquarian Mr. Edward Lhwyd, 
Some of Mr. Baxter's letters to him are published in hisGlof- 
farium anciquitatum Romanarum. There are likewife in the 
Philofophical Tranfa&ions two letters of his to Dr. Harwood, No. 306, 
one concerning the town of Veroconium or Wroxeter inP ,a2 3^« 
Shropfhirc, and the other concerning the hypocauftg or 
fweating-houfes of the ancients; and another to Dr Hans No. 311. 
Sloane, fecrdtary to the Royal Society, containing an abftrac"lP ,a +3 i# 
of Mr. Lhwyd's Archaeologia Britannica. 

Mr. Baxter fpent moft of his life in the ufeful though irk- 
fome employment of teaching youth ; for fome years he kept 
a boarding fchool at Tottenham High-crofs in Middlefex, 
where he remained till he was chofen mafter of the Mercers 
fchool in London. In this Situation be continued above twen- 
ty years, but refigned before his death, which happened on the 
31ft of May, 1723, in the feventy- third year of his age. 

(e) It was published under the a feipfo confciiptae fragmentum, et 

title of Reliquiae Baxteriana?, five feleftae qusedam ejufdem epiftolae. 

WiUielmi Baxteri opera poiihuma. Lond. 

Prannittitur eruditi autoris vita; a (f) Under this title, Gulielmi Bax- 

feipfo confcript« fragmentum. teri quae fuperfunt enarratio et not* 

It was republiftied in 17 31, with in D. Junii Juvenalis Satyras. Ac- 

this title, Gloflarium antiquitatum cedit rerum et verborum obltrvatione 

Romanarum, a Willielmo Baxter, digniorum quae in Ufdem occurrunt, 

Cornavio, fcbolae Merciariorum prae- index locupletiffimus. Accurante Gu- 

fe&o. Accedunt eruditi autoris vitae Helmo Mofe A. M. R. S. Soc. 

BAYLE (Peter) author of the Hiftorica! and critical ScetheEng- 
di&ionary, born November 18, 1647, at Carla, a fmall town l-^Tranflat. 
in the county of Foix. He was the fon of John Bayle, a of M , ai " .„ 
proteftant minifter. Peter gave early proofs of a fine genius, f Bayle, * 
.which his father cultivated with the utmoft care : he himfelfp.3* 
taught him the Latin and Greelc languages, and fent him to 
the proteftant academy at Puylaurens in February 1666. In 
September following, during the vacation, he made a vifit to 
his father ; but he applied fo clofely to his ftudie?, that it 
brought upon him an Ulne(s which kept him at Carta above 
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eighteen months. ' Upon his recovery he returned to Puylau- 
Sbki.p.». rens to profecute his ftudies. After having ftudied fome time 
at this academy, he refolved to go to Touloqfe. He accor- 
dingly went thither in February 1 669, and attended the lec- 
tures in the Jefuits cojlege. The controvcrfial books which 
Mr. Bayle read at Puylaurens raifed feveral fcruples in his 
t mind in regard to the proteftant religion ; his doubts were in- 
creafed by fome difputes he had with a prieft, who lodged 
in the fame houfe with him at TouJoufe. He thought the 
proteftant tenets were falfe, becaufe he could not anfwer all 
the arguments raifed againft them, fo that about a month af- 
ter his arrival at Touloufe he embraced the Roman catholic 
ibid. p. 4. religion. This was matter of great concern to all his rela- 
tions. Mr. Bertier, biftiop of Rieux, rightly judging, that 
after this ftep young Bayle had no reafon to expect any aflift- 
ance from his relations, took upon him the charge of his main- 
tenance. They piqued themfelves much at Touloufe upon 
the acquiiition of fo promifing a young man. When it came 
to his turn to defend thefes publicly, the moft diftinguifhed 
perfons of the clergy, parliament, and city affifted there, (q 
that there had hardly ever been feen in the univerfity a more 
fplendid and numerous audience. The thefes were dedicated tq 
the Virgin, and adorned with her picture, which was orna- 
mented ifrith feveral emblematical figures, reprefenting the 
IW» converfion of the refpondent. 

Some time after Mr. Bayle's converfion Mr. Naudis de 
Bruguiere, a young gentleman of great wit and penetration, 
and a relation of his, happened to come to Touloufe, where 
he lodged in the fame houfe wjth Mr. Bayle. They dis- 
puted warmly about religion, and after having pu&ed the ar- 
guments on both fides with great vigour, they uftd to exa- 
mine them over again coolly. Thefe familiar difputes often 
puzzled Mr. Bayle, and made him diftruft feveral opinions of 
the church of Rome, fo that he fecretly condemned himfelf 
for having embraced them too precipitately. Some time after 
Mr. de Pradalscame to Touloufe, whom Mr. Bayle's father 
had defired to vifit him, hoping he would in a little time 
gain his confidence; and this gentleman fo far fucceeded, 
that young Bayle one day owned to him, that he had been 
a little too hafty in entering into the church of Romel 
fmce he now found feveral of her doctrines which appeared 
contrary to reafon and Scripture. Auguft 1670, he de- 
parted fecretly from Touloufe, where he had ftaid eighteen 
months, and retired to Mazercs in the Lauragais, to a coun- 
try houfe of Mr. du Yivie. His elder brother came there the 

day 
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day after, with force minifters of the neighbourhood; and next 
day Mr. Rival, minifter of Saverdun, received his abjuration 
in pretence of his elder brother and two other minifters, and 
the fame day they obliged him to fet out for Geneva. Soon Ibid. p. 7. 
after his arrival here, Mr. de Normandie, a fyndic o£ the re- 
public, having heard of his great character and abilities, em- 
. ployed him as tutor to his ions. Mr. Bafnage at that time 
lodged with this gentleman, and it was here Mr. Bayle com- 
menced his acquaintance with him. When he had been 
about two years at Geneva, at Mr. Bafn age's recommenda- 
tion he entered Into the family of the count, de Dhona lord 
of Copet, as tutor to his children ; but not liking the folitary 
life he led in this family, he left it, and went to Roan in 
Normandy, where he was employed as tutor to a merchant's 
fon : but he tired foon alfo of this place. His great ambition 
was to be at Paris ; he went accordingly thither-in March v # 
1675, and, at the recommendation of the marquis de Ru- 
vigny, was chofen tutor to meffieurs de Beringhen, bro- 
thers to. M. de Beringhen, counfel lor in the parliament of 
Paris. 

Some months after he had gone to Paris, there being a 
vacancy of a profeflbrfhip of philofophy at Sedan, Mr. Baf Bayle's li- 
nage propofed Mr. Bayle to Mr. Jurieu, who promifed to ters to Meir. 
lerve him to the utmoft of his power, and defired Mr. Baf- ^ n ^ nt - 
nage to write to him to come immediately to Sedan. Bui toli. 
Mr. Bayle excufed himfelf, fearing left if it fhould be known 
that he had changed his religion, which was a fecret to every 
body in that country but Mr. Bafnage, it might bring him in r 
to trouble, and the Roman catholics from thence take occa- 
fion to difturb the proteftants at Sedan. Mr. Jurieu was 
extremely furprized at his refufal ; and even when Mr. Baf- 
nage communicated the reafon, he was of opinion it ought 
not to. hinder Mr. Bayle's coming, fince he and Mr. Bafnage 
being the only perfons privy to the fecret, Mr. Bayle could run 
no manner of danger. . Mr* Bafnage therefore wrote again t< ftw, 
Mr. Bayle, and prevailed with him to come to Sedan. He 
had three competitors, all natives of Sedan, the. friends of 
whom endeavoured to raife prejudices againft Mr. Bayle, be- 
caufe he was a ftranger. But the affair being reft to be de«* 
termined by difpute, and the candidates having agreed to 
make their thefts without books or preparation, Mr. Bayle de-* 
fended his thefes with fuch pcrfpicuity and ftrength of argu- 
ment, that notwithstanding all the intereft of hi« adverfaries, 
the fenate of the univerfity determined it in his favour j#and jbi4. 
jiQtwithftanding the oppofition Mr. Bayle met with upon his 

* F 4 firfl: 


72 BAYLE. 

firft coming to Sedan, his merit foon procured him univerfal 
efteem. 

In the year 1680, an affair of the duke of Luxemburgh 
made a great noife : he had been accufed of impieties, force - 
ry, and poifonings, but was acquitted, and the procefs againft 
him fuppreffed. Mr. Baylc having been at Paris during the 
harveft- vacation, had heard many particulars concerning this 
affair. He ccmpofed an harangue on the fubjeft, wherein 
the marftial is fuppofed to vindicate hi mfelf before his judges. 
' This fpeech is a fmart fatire upon the duke and fome other 
perfons. He afterwards wrote one more fatirical, by way of 
criticifm upon the harangue. He fent thefe two pieces to 
Mr. Minutoli, defiring his opinion of them ; and, that he 
1 might fpeak his mind more freely, he concealed his being the 

l«t.Mtr. 24 author. About this time father de Valois, a Jefuit of Caen, 
publ i(hed a book, wherein he maintained that the fentiments 
of M. des Cartes concerning the effence and properties of 
body, were repugnant to- the doctrine of the church, and 
agreeable to the errors of Calvin on the fubjeft of the eucha- 
rift. Mr. Bayle read this performance, and judged it well 
done. He was of opinion the author had inconteftably prov- 
ed the point in queftion, to wit, that M, des Cartes principles 
were contrary to the faith of the church of Rome, and agree- 
able to the do&rine of Calvin. He took occafion from them 
to write his " Sentimens de M. des Cartes touchant reflence, 
etc." wherein he maintained Des Cartes's principles, and aiw 
fwered all the arguments by which father de Valois had en- 
deavoured to confute them. 

The great comet which appeared December i6?0, having 
filled the generality of people with fear and aftonifhment, in- 
duced Mr. Bayle to think of writing a letter on this fubjeft 
to be inferted in the Mercure Galant; but finding he had fuch 
abundance of matter as exceeded the bounds of a letter for 
that periodical work, he refolved to print it by itfelf, and ac- 
cordingly fent it to M. de Vife, defiring him to give it to his 
printer, and to procure a licence for it from M. de la Reynie, 
lieutenant of the police, or a privilege from the kingif that was 
' nccefTary ; but M. de Vife having returned for anfwer, that 

M. de la Reynie being unwilling to take upon him the confe- 
quences of printing it, it would be neceflary to obtain the 
approbation of the doclors before a royal privilege could be 
applied for ; which being a tedious and difficult affair, Mr, 
Bayle gave over all thoughts of having it printed at Paris. 
' r he prQteftants in France were at this time in a diftreffed 

Gtyation j not a year pafled without fome infringement of the 
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t3i& of Nantz, and it was at length refolved to ftut up their 
academies. That at Sedan was accordingly fuppreffed by an 
arret of Lewis XIV. dated the gth of July, 1681. Mr. 
Bayle ftaid fix or feven weeks at Sedan after the fupprefl^on of 
the academy, expecting letters of invitation from Holland ; 
but not receiving any during that time, he left Sedan the 
2d of September, and arrived at Paris the 7th of the fame 
month, not being determined whether he fhould go to Rot- 
terdam or England, or continue in France ; but wffilft he was 
in this uncertainty he received an invitation to Rotterdam, 
for which place he accordingly fet out, and arrived there the 
30th of October, 1681. He was appointed profeflbrof phi- 
lofophy and hiftory, with a falary of five hundred guilders per 
annum. The year following he; publifhed his Letter con- 
cerning comets. And father Maimbourg having publifhed 
about this time his Hiftory of Calvinifm, wherein he endeavours 
to draw upon the proteftants the contempt and refentment 
of the catholics, Mr. Bayle wrote a piece to confute his Hi- 
ftory : in this he has inferted feveral circumftances relating to 
the life and difputesof Mr. Maimbourg, and has given a fketch 
of his character, which is thought to have a ftrong likenefs. 

The reputation which Mr. Bayle had now acquired, in- 
duced the States of Friezland, in 1684, to offer him a pro- 
fcfforlhip in their univerfity ; but he wrote them a letter of 
thanks, and declined the offer. This fame year he began to 
publifh his Nouvelles de la republique des lettres ; and the 
year following he wrote a fecorid part to his Cenfure on the 
hiftory of Mr. Maimbourg. 

In 1686, he was drawn into a difpute in relation to 
the famous Chriftina queen of Sweden : in his Journal 
for April, he took notice of a printed letter, fuppofed 
to have been wrote by her Swedifh majefty to the cheva- 
lier de Terlon, wherein fhe condemns the perfecution of 
the proteftants in France. He inferted the letter itfelf in his 
Journal for May, and in that of June following he fays, 
♦* What we hinted at in our laft month, is confirmed to 
u us from day to day, that Chriftijia is the real author of 
" the letter cpncerning the perfections in France, which is 
" afcribed to her ; it is a remainder of proteftantifm." Mr. 
Bayle received an anonymous letter, the author of which n,- ld . p< ^ 
fays, that he wrote to him of his own accord, being in duty 
bound to it, as a fervant of the queen. He complains that 
Mr. Bayle, fpeaking of her majefty, called her only Chriftt- 
11a, without any title ; he finds alfo great fault with his call- 
ing the letter " a remainder of proteftantifm."* He blames 
: him 
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him likewife for inferring the words " I am," in the concltH 
lion of the letter. " Thefe words (fays this anonymous 
44 writer) are not her majefty's ; a queen, as (he is, cannot 
" employ thefe words but with regard to a very few per* 
" fons, and Mr. de Terlon is not of that number." Mr. 
BayJe wrote a vindication of himfelf as to thefe particulars, 
with which the author of the anonymous letter declared him- 
felf fatisfied, excepting what related to " the remainder of 
" proteftantifm." He would not admit of the defence with 
regard to that expreflion ; and, in another letter, advifed 
Ibid. p. 31. him to retraft that expreifion. He adds in a poftfcript, 
44 You mention in your Journal ofAuguft, a fecond letter 
44 of the queen, which you fcruple to publifh. Her majefly 
44 would be glad to fee that letter, and you will do a thing 
?' agreeable to her, if you would fend it to her. You might 
44 take this opportunity of writing to her majefty. This 
44 counfel may be of fome ufe to you, do not negle& it*" 
Mr, Bayle took the hint, and wrote a letter to her majefty, 
Ibid. p. 3 5. dated the 14th of November, 1686, to which the queen, 
Ibid, p, 34. on the 14th of December, wrote the following anfwer : 

« c Mr. Bayle, 

" I have received your excufes, and am willing you 
" fhould know by this letter, that I am fatisfied with them. 
44 I am obliged to the zeal of the perfon, who gave you oc- 
44 cafion of writing to me ; for I am very glad to know you. 
" You exprefs fo much refpefl and affeclion for me, that I 
4t pardon you (incerely ; and I would have you know, that 
44 nothing gave me offence but that Remainder of proteft- 
* 4 amifrn, of which you accufed me. I am very delicate on 
44 that head, becaufe no body can fufpefl: me of it, without 
44 leffening my glory, and injuring me in the mod fenfible 
* manner. You would do well, if you (hould even acquaint 
44 the public with the miftake you have made, and with your 
44 regret for it. This is all that remains to be done by you, 
44 in order to deferve my being entirely fatisfied with you. 

44 As to the letter which you have fent me, it is mirie 
4C without doubt ; and fince you tell me that it is printed, 
44 you will do me a pleafure if you fend me fome copies of 
44 it. As I fear nothing in France, fo neither do I fear any 
" thing at Rome. My fortune, ipy Wood, and even my 
44 life, are entirely devoted to the fervice of the church ; but 
" I flatter nobody, and will never fpeak any thing but the 
44 truth. I am obliged to thofe who h^ve been pleafed to 
44 publifh my letter, for J do not at all difguife my fenti- 
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<* ments. I thank God, they are too noble and too honour* 
" able to be difowned. However, it is not true, that this 
44 letter was written to one of my minifters As 1 have every 
" where enemies, and perfons who envy me, fo I in all 
" places have friends and fervants ; and I have poffibly as 
" many in France^ notwithftanding of the court, as any where 
" in the world. This is purely the truth, and you may re~ 
" gulate yourfelf accordingly. 

u But you {hall not get off fo cheap as you imagine. I 
*' will enjoin you a penance ; which is, that you will hence* 
?' forth take the trouble of fending me all curious books that 
" fhall be publifhed in Latin, French, Spanifh, or Italian, 
" on whatever fubje& or fcience, provided they are worthy 
" of being looked into; I do not even except romances or 
" fatires : and above all, if there are any books of chemiftry, 
** I deiire you may fend them to me as foon as poffible. Do 
'* not forget likewife to fend me your Journal* 1 {hall or- 
*' der that you «be paid for whatever you lay out, do but 
u fend me an account of it. This will be the mod agreeable 
c * and moft important fervice that can be done me. May 
M God profper you* 

Christina Alexandra." 

It now only remained that Mr. Bayle fhould acquaint the 
public with the miftake he had made, and his regret for it, 
in order to merit that princefs's entire fatisfadion. This he 
did in the beginning of his Journal of the month of January, 
1687. ** We have been informed to our incredible fatisfae- 
** tipn (fays he) that the queen of Sweden having feen the - 
" ninth article of the Journal of Auguft, 1686, has been 
M pleafed to be fatisfied with the explanation we gave there. 
" Properly, it was oftly the words Remainder of froteftantifm, 
w which bad the misfortune to offend her majefty ; for as het 
u majefty is very dplicate on that fubject, and dcfires that all 
" the world fhould know, that after having carefully ex* 
c< amined the different religions, (he had found none. to be 
« true but the Roman catholic, and that flie has heartily 
" embraced it, it was injurious to her glory to give occafion 
*' for the leaft fufpicion of her fincerity. We are therefore 
<c very forry that we have made ufe of an expreffion, which 
** has been understood in a fenfe fo very different from our 
" intention $ and we would have been very far from making 
?' ufe of it, if we had forefeen that it was liable to any am* 
* c biguity : for befides the refped which we, together with 
f c all the wx>rld ; 4>we to fo great a queen., who has been the 
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" admiration of the univerfe from her earlieft days, we join 
u with the utmoft zeal in that particular obligation which all 
'* men of letters are under to do her homage, becaufe of the 
'* honour flie has done the fciences, by being pleafed tho- 
" roughly to examine their beauties, and to protect them in 
** a diftinguiihing manner." 

The perfecution which the proteftants at this time fuiFered 
in France affe&ed Mr. Bayle extremely. He made occaflon- . 
ally fome reflexions on their fufferings in his Journal , and be 
wrote a pamphlet alfo on the fubje&. Sometime after he pub- 
lifted his Commentaire philofophique, upon tbefe words, 
44 Compel them to come in : " but the great application he 
gave to this and his other works, threw him into a fit of fick- 
nefs, which obliged. him to discontinue his Literary Journal. 
Being advifed to try a change of air, he left Rotterdam on 
the 8th of Auguft, and went to Cleves, whence, after having 
continued fome time, he removed to Aix la Chapelle, and 
•-*• 37 • from thence returned to Rotterdam on the i8th of October. 
In the year 1690, the famous book, entitled, Avis aux re- 
fugiez, etc, made its appearance) Mr. Jurieu, who took 
Mr. Bayle for the author thereof, wrote a piece againft it y 
and he prefixed an advice to the public, wherein he calls Mr. 
Bayle a profane perfon, and a traitor engaged in a con fpi racy 
B*i p. 51. againft the ftate. As foon as Mr. Bayle had read this libel 
againft him, he went to the Grand Schout of Rotterdam, 
and offered to go to prifon, provided his accufer would ac- 
company him, and undergo the punifhment he deferr- 
ed, provided the accufation was found unjuft. He publifh- 
cd alfo 'an anfwerto Mr. Jurieu's charge ; and as his re- 
putation, nay his very life was at ftake in cafe the accufa-i 
tion of treafon was proved, he therefore thought himfelf 
not obliged to keep any terms with his accufer, and at- 
tacked him with the utmoft fever ity. Mr. Jurieu loft all pa- 
tience ; he applied himfelf to the magiftrates of Amfterdam, 
who advifed him to a reconciliation with Mr. Bayle, and en** 
joined them not to publifh any thing againft each other £11 
p. 52. it was examined by Mr. Boyer, the penfioner of Rotterdam. 
But notwithftahding this prohibition, Mr. Jurieu attacked Mr. 
Bayle again with fo much paffion, that he forced him to write 
a new vindication of himfelf. 

In November j 1690, Mr. deBeauval advertifedin his Jour- . 
nal, A fcheme for. a critical dictionary. This was the work of 
Mr. Bayle. The articles of the three firft letters of the alphabet 
were already prepared; but a difpute happening betwixt him 
and Mr. doBeauvaJ, obliged him for fome time to lay afide the 
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work. Nor did be refume it till May, 1692, when he pub- 
Hfhed liis fcheme ; but the public not approving of his plan, 
he threw it into a different form, and the firft volume was 
publifhed in Auguft, 1695, and the fecond the Odober 
following. The work was extremely well received bjr 
the public, but it engaged him in frefh difputes, particular- 
ly with M. Jurieu and the abbe Renaudot. Mr. Jurieu 
publHhed a piece, wherein he endeavoured to engage the ec- 
clefiaftical aflemblies to condemn the Dictionary j he prefented 
it to the fenate fitting at Delft, but they took no notice of the 
affair. The confiftory of Rotterdam granted Mr. Bayle a 
hearing ; and after having heard his anfwers to their remarks 
on his Dictionary, declared themfelves fatisfied, and ad- 
vifed him to communicate this to the public. Mr. Jurieu 
made another attempt with the confiftory in 169S ; andfo 
far he prevailed with them, thkt they exhorted Mr* Bayle to 
be more cautious with regard to his principles in the fecond 
edition of his Dictionary, which was published in 1702, with 
many additions and improvements. 

Mt. Bayle was a mod laborious and indefatigable writer. 
In one of his letters to Maizeaux, he fays, that fince his 
twentieth year he hardly remembers to have had any leifufe. 
His intenfe application contributed perhaps to impair his con- Nicotn, 
ftitution, for it foon began to decline. He had a decay of tom * Ti - 
the lungs, which weakened him confiderably, and as this was p ' 2 * 
a diftemper which bad cut off feveral of his family, he judged 
it to be mortal, and would take no remedies. He died the 
28th of December, 1706, after he had been writing the 
greateft part of the day. He wrote feveral books befides what 
we have mentioned, many of which were in his own de- 
fence againft attacks he had received from the abbe Renau- 
dot, Mr. Clerc, M. Jaquelot, and others ; a particular 
account of his works may be feen in the fixth volume of 
ISiceron. Among the productions which do honour to 
the age of Lewis XIV. Mr. Voltaire has not omitted 
the Critical Dictionary of our author : 4t It is the firft work 
*' of the kind (he fays) in which a man may learn to 
think." He cenfures indeed thofe articles, which con- 
tain only a detail of minute facts, as unworthy either of 
Bayle, an underft a riding reader, or pofterity. In placing 
him, continues the fame author, amongft the writers who 
do honour to the age of Lewis XIV. notwithftanding his be* 
ijig a' refugee in Holland, I only conform to the decree of 
the parliament of Thouloufe, which, when it declared his 
will valid in France, notwithftanding the rigour of the laws, 
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exprefly faid, " that fuch a man could opt be cocfidered ,n» 
• 4 a foreigner. " 

H^ofthc BEATON » orB^^oN (David) archbifliop of St. An- 
Affairs of drew's, in Scotland, and cardinal of the Roman church, born in 
Church and the year 1494, and educated in the univerfity of St. Andrew's. 
***** }* He was afterwards feat over to the univerfity of Paris, where 
vol. I b'i. he ftudied divinity ; and when he had attained a proper age, 
cap.iv. entered iota holy orders. In the year 15(9* he was ap- 
Ed*t *jj t# pointed refident at the court of France j about the feme time 
*734« Ur8 ' his uncle James Beaton, archbfhop^of Glasgow, conferred, 
upon him the reflory of Carnpfay ; and in the year 1523, his 
uncle being then archbiftop of St. Andrew's, gave him the 
abbacy of Aberbrothock. David returned to Scotland in 1525 * 
Ibid. and in 1528, was made Jord privy feal. In 15339 he wa3 

fent again to France, in conjunction with fir Thomas Erfklne, 
to confirm the leagues fubfming betwixt the two kingdoms, 
and to bring about a marriage for king James V. with Mag- 
dalene, daughter of his Chrifiian majefty; but the priocefe 
being at this time in a very bad ftate of health, the marri- 
age could not then take effect. During his refidence how- 
ever at the French court, he received many favours from his 
' Chriftian majefly. King James having gone over to France, 
had the princefs Magdalene given him in perfon, whom 
he efpoufed on the fitft of January, 1537. Beaton returned 
to Scotland with their majefties, where they arrived the 29th 
of May , but the death of the queen having happened the 
July following, he was fent over again to Paris, to negotiate 
a fecond marriage for the king with the lady Mary, daughter 
to the duke of Guife ; and daring his day at this time at the 
court of France, he was confecrated bi&op of Mirepoix. 
All things being fettled in regard to the marriage, in die 
month of June, he embarked with the new queen for Scot- 
land, where they arrived in July : the nuptials were cele- 
brated at St. Andrew's, and the February following the coro- 
nation was performed wkh great fplendor and magnificence 
in the abbey church of Holy- rood- houfe. 

Beaton, though at this time only coadjutor of St. AndrewTs, 

yet had all the power and authority of. the archbifhop ; and 

D iter in order to ftrengthen the popifii intereft in Scotland, pope 

Hift. Ecclcf. Paul III. raifed him to a cardinalfhip, by the title of St. 

- Cent. Scot. Stephen in Monte Caelio, on the 20th of December, 153S. 

lib.u. p.88. King j| el ^ ry vm jjayjng intelligence of the ends propofed by 

the pope in creating him a cardinal, fent a very able minifter 
to lungrJaoifiS} with particular inftnt&ions to carry on a deep 
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fcfceme to procure the cardinal's difgrace ; but it did tot take SeefirRalph 
effect. A few months after,' the old archbifhop dying, the Sadler,sI f t - 
cardinal fucceeded, and it was upon this promotion that he p ' 31- "" 3 " 
began to {hew his warm send perfecuting zeal for the church 
of Rome. Soon after his inftallment, he got together, in 
tiie cathedral of St. Andrew's, a great confluence of perfons 
of the firfl rank, both clergy and laity, to whom, from a 
throne ereded for the purpofe, he made a fpeech, wherein 
he represented to them the danger wherewith the church was 
threatened by the increafe of heretics, who had the boldnefs 
to profefs their opinions, even in the king's court ; where, 
faid he, they find but too great countenance ; and he men- 
tioned by name iir John Borthwick, whom he had caufed to 
be cited to that diet, for difperfing heretical books and hold- 
ing feveral opinions contrary to the doctrine of the Roman Keith, voU. 
church. Then the articles of accufation were read againft.p.io. 
him, and fir John appearing neither in perfon nor by proxy, 
was declared a heretic, his goods confifcated, and himfelf 
burnt in effigy. Sir John retired to England, where he was 
kindly received by king Henry, who fent him into Germany* 
in his name, to conclude a treaty with the protectant princes 
of the empire. Sir John Borthwick was not the only perfon 
proceeded againft for herefy •, feveral others were alfo profecut- 
ed, and amongft the reft,George Buchanan the celebrated poet 
and hiftorian : and as the king left all to the management of 
the cardinal, it is hard to fay to what lengths filch a furious 
zealot might have gone, had not the king's death put a ftop 
to his arbitrary proceedings. 

When the king died, there being none fo near him as the 
cardinal, it was from thence Aiggefted by his enemies, that 
he had forged his will ; and it was fet afide, not with (landing 
he had had it proclaimed over the crofs of Edinburgh, in or- 
der to eftabliih the regency in the earls of Argyle, Huntley, Buch f^ft. 
Arran, and himfelf. He was excluded from the .govern* jib. *v. 
ment, and the earl of Arran was declared fole regent during 
the minority of queen Mary. This was chiefly effected 
by the noblemen in the Englifh intereft, who after having 
fent the cardinal prifoner to Btacknefc cattle, managed Letters* 
the public affairs as they pleafed. Things did not remain p. 71,169. 
long however in this fituation, for the ambitious enter - 
prifing cardinal, though confined, raifed fo Wrong a party, that 
the regent, knowing not how to proceed, began to diflikc 
his former fyftem, and having at length refolved to abandon 
it, releafed the cardinal, and became reconciled to him* 
Upon the young queen's coronation, the cardinal was 'again 
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admitted of the coupcil, and had the high office of chancel- 
lor conferred upon him ; and fuch was now his influence with 
the regent, that he got him to follicit the court of Rome to 
appoint him legate a latere from the pope, which was accor- 
dingly done. 

His authority being now firmly eftablifhed, he began again 
to promote the popifh caufe with his utmoft efforts. To- 
wards the end of the year 1 545, he vifited fome parts of his 
diocefe, attended with the lord governor, and feveral of the 
nobility, and ordered feveral perfons to be executed for here- 
fy. In the beginning of the year 1546, he fummoned a 
provincial aflembly of the clergy at the Black Friars in Edin- 
burgh, in order to concert meafures for reftraining herefy. 
How far they proceeded is uncertain, but it is generally al- 
lowed that the cardinal was diverted from the purpofes he had 
then in hand, by information he received of Mr. George 
Wifhart, the moft famous protectant preacher in Scotland, 
being at the houfe of Mr. Cockburn at Ormifton. The car- 
dinal, by an order from the governor, which was indeed with 
difficulty obtained, caufed him to be apprehended. He was for 
fome time confined in the caftle of Edinburgh, and was remov- 
ed from thence to the caftle of St. Andrew's. The cardinal 
having refolved to proceed without delay to his trial, fummon- 
ed the prelates to St. Andrew's. At this meeting the arch* 
biftiop of Glafgow gave as his opinion that application ftiould 
be made to the governor, to grant a commUfion to fome noble- 
man to try fo famous a prifoner, that the whole blame 
might not lye upon the clergy. He was accordingly applied 
to, and notwithstanding his refufal, and his meflage to the 
cardinal, not to precipitate the trial, and notwithstanding 
Mr. Wifliart's appeal, as being the governor's prifoner, to a 
temporal jurifdiction, yet the furious prelate went on with 
Spottifwcod the trial, and this innocent gentleman was condemned to be 
and Keith. DUr nt at St. Andrew's. He died with amazing firmnefe and 
resolution : it is averred by fome writers, that he prophefied 
in the midft of the flames, not only the approaching death of 
the cardinal, but the circumftances alfo that (hould attend 
it (a). This prophefy however is called in queftion by others, 

who 


(a) Mr.George Buchanan, after hav- " one of them put a black linen ihirt 

tag given an account of the manner rc upon him, and the other bound 

in which Mr.Wifliartfpent the morn- " many little bags of gunpowder to 

tog of his execution, proceeds thus : " all the parts of bis body. In this 

" A while after two executioners " drefs they brought him forth, and 

" were fent to him by the cardinal ; " commanded him to flay in the go- 

" vernor's 
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Wlio fteat it as a ftory invent after the cardinal's death (&). 
This proceeding made a great noife throughout the kingdom ; 


H 


w vernor*s outer chamber, and at the 
" fame time they ere&ed a wooden 
u fcaffoid In the cfiurt before the 
" cattle, and made up a pile of 
" wood. The windows and balco- 
" hies over againft it were all hung 
" with tapeftry and fllk hangings, 
n with cufhions for the cardinal and 
" Bis train* to behold and take plea- 
" Aire in the joyful fight, even the 
" torture of an innocent man ; thus 
" courting the favour of the people 
" as the author of fo notable a deed. 
" There was alfo a great guard of 
" foldiers, not fo much to fecure the 
" execution, as for a vain ottenta- 
" tion of power : and betide* brafs 
" guns were placed up and down in 
" all convenient places of the cattle* 
" Thus, while the trumpets found- 
" ed, George was brought forth, 
<* mounted the fcaffoid, and was 
" fattened with a cord to the ftake, 
" and' having fcaree leave to pray 
€S for the church of God, the execu- 
" tioners fired the wood, which im> 
** mediately taking hold of the pow- 
" der that was tied about him, blew 
" it op into flame and fmoke. The 
" governor of the cattle, who ttood 
** fo neat that he was finged with 
" the flame, exhorted him in a few 
" words to be of good chear, and to 
u aflt pardon of God for his offences. 
" To whom he replied : This flame 
" occafions trouble to my body in- 
** deed, but it hath in no wife bro- 
" ken my fpirit ; but he who now 
" looks down fo proudly upon me 
" from yonder lofty place (pointing 
" to the cardinal) (hall ere long be 
" as ignominioufly thrown down, 
u as now he proudly lolls at his 
*' eafe. Having thus fpoken, they 
€t ttraitened the rope which Was tied 
*' about his heck, and fo ttrangled 
*' him ; his body in a few hours be- 
'* ing confumed to ames in the 
" flame." Buch. Hift. Scot. lib. xv. 
p. 194. 

(a) ArehbHhop Spottifwood and 
Mr. Petrie follow Buchanan in re- 
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garfl to the circiimftances of Mr* 
Wifliart's death ahd his prophecjr* 
bn the other fide, Mr. Keith fuggetti 
that the. ftory is very doubtful, if not 
very falfe. " I confefs (fays he) I 
*' give but fmall credit to thisj 
" and to fome other perfons that 
" fuffered for religion in our country, 
" and which upon that account I 
" have all along omitted to narrate. 
" I own I think them ridiculous 
" enough, and fieemingly contrived, 
" at leaft magnified, oh purpofe to 
u render the judges and clergymen 
" of that time odious and defpicable 
" in the eyes of men. And as to this 
" paflage concerning Mr. Wiftiart, 
" it may be noticed, that there is 
" not one word of it to be met with 
" in the firft edition of Mr. Knox's 
" Hiftoryj and if the thing had been 
" true in facl, I cannot fee how Mr. 
" Knox, who was fo good an ac- 
u quaintance of Mr. Wifhart'f j 
" and no farther dittant from the 
" place of his execution than Eaft 
" Lothian, and Who continued fome* 
" months along with the murderer* 
" of cardinal Beaton in the cattle of 
" St. Andrew's, could either be 
" ignorant of ;the ftory, or neglect 
u in hittory to remarkable a predic- 
" tion. And it has even its own 
" weight, that fir David Lindfaft 
" who lived at that time, and wrote 
" a poem called The tragedy of car* 
" dinal Beaton, in which he rakes 
" together all the worft things that 
" could be fuggefted againft this 
" prelate, yet makes no mention ei- 
" ther of his glutting Mmfelf tnhui 
* f manly with the fpeclacle of Mr. 
" Wimart*s death, nor of any pro- 
" phetical intermination made by 
" Mr. Wiftiart concerning the car- 
u dinal ; nor does Mr, Fox take no- 
" tice of either of thefe circum- 
" ttances $ fo that I am much of 
" the mind, that it has been a ftory 
" trumped up a good time after the* 
" murder." Keith'* Hift. of the 
Church of Scotland, p. 4». 
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the zealous papifts applauded hiscondud, and the protcftants 
exclaimed againft him as a murderer ; the cardinal however 
was pleafed with himfelf, imagining he had given a fatal 
blow to herefy, and that he had ftruck a terror into his ene- 
mies. 

Soon after the death of Mr. Wifeheart, the cardinal 
went to Finhaven, the feat of the earl of Crawford* to 
folemnize a marriage, between the eldeft fon of that noble- 
man and his daughter Margaret: Whilft he was thus em- 
ployed, intelligence came that the king of England was 
making great preparations to invade the Scottifh coafts. Up- 
on this he immediately returned to St. Andrews, and ap- 
pointed a day for the nobility and gentry of that country, 
which lies much expofed to the fea, to meet and confult 
Buch. Wft. w ^at was prop* 1, to be done upon this occafion. He like- 
lib. 15. " wife began to fortify his own caftle much ftronger than ever 
it had been before. Whilft he was bufy about thefe matters, 
there came to him Norman Lefley, eldeft: fon to the earl of 
Rothes, to folicit him for fome favour, who having met 
with a refufal, was highly exafperated thereby, and went away 
in great difpleafure. His uncle Mr. John Lefley, a violent 
enemy to the cardinal, greatly aggravated this injury to 
his nephew, who being paflionate, and of a daring fpi- 
rit, he entered into a conspiracy with his uncle and fome 
other perfons to cut off the cardinal. The accomplices met 
early in the morning, on Saturday the 29th of May. The 
firft thing they did was to feize the porter of the caftle, and 
to fecure the gate : they then turned out all the fenrants and 
feveral workmen. This was performed with fo little noife, 
that the cardinal, was not waked till they knocked at his 
chamber door, upon which he cried out, Who is there ? 
John Lefley anfwered, My name is Lefley ; Which Lefley ? 
replied the cardinal, Is it Norman ? It was anfwered, that 
he muft open the door to .thofe who were there j but being 
afraid, he fecured the door in the beft manner he could. 
Whilft they were endeavouring to force it open, the cardinal 
called to them " Will you have my life ?" John Lefley an- 
fwered, " Perhaps we will :" Nay, replied the cardinal, l'wear 
unto me and I will open it. Some authors fay, that upon 
a promife being given, that no violence (hould be offered, 
he opened the door ; but however this be, as foon as they 
Hift.ofthe entcrC( *» J°hn Lefley fmote him twice or thrice, as did like- 
reforma- wife Peter Carwichael ; but James Melvil, as Mr. Knox 
tioft of relates the fa&, perceiving them to be in choler, faid, " This 
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** Wort, and judgment of God, although It be Jecret, ought 
u to be done with greater gravity ; and prefcnting the point 
rt of his fword faid, Repent thee of thy wicked life, but 
" efpccially of the fhedding of the Mood of that jio table in- 
" ftrument of God, Mr. George Wifeheart, which albeit 
" the flame of fire contained before men, yet cries it for 
iX vengeance upon thee ; and We from God are feat to fe- 
** venge it. For here, before my God, I protelt, that nei- 
u ther the hatred of thy perfon, the love of thy riches, 
c< nor the fear of any trouble thou cduld'ft have done to me 
" in particular* moved or moveth me to ftrike thee ; but 
•' only becaufe thou haft been, and remained art obftinate 
" enerhy againft Chrift Jefus and his holy gofpel." After 
having fpoke thus, he ltabbed him twice or thrice through the 
bodyi thus fell that famous prelate, z man of great parts, 
but his pride and ambition boundlefs. " It frequently happens, 
(fays the author of a fupplcment to Dempfter's Hift. eccles. 
gent. Scot.) that the fame great qualities of mind, which en- 
able a man to diftinguifh himfelf by the fplendor of his vir- 
tues, are fo overftrained or corrupted, as to render him nd 
lefs notorious for his vices. Of this we have many inftanccs 
in antient writers, but none by which it is more deafly dif- 
played, than in the character of cardinal Beaton, whofe 
violent death had this in it Angular, that his enemies knew 
no way to remove him from his abfolute power ; but that 
he was indefatigable in bufinefs, and managed it with great 
care j he understood the interefts of the courts of Rdrne* 
France and Scotland, better than any man of His time, and 
was perfectly acquainted with the temper, influence, and . 
weight of all the nobility of his own country. In time of 
danger, he (hewed great prudence and fteadinefs of mind, 
and in his higheft profperity, difcovefed nothing of vanity^ 
or giddinefs. He was a gealoUs churchman, and thought 
feverity the only weapon which could combat herefy. Hisj 
failings were many, and his vice* fcandalous. His pride 
wasfo great, that he quarrelled with the archbifhop' of GJaf- 
gow in his city, and pulhed his quarrel fofar, that their merl 
fought in the very church. His arjibiti6n was immoderate, 
for betook into his own hands the management of the affairal 
of the kingdom, civil and eccleftaftical. He made riofcru- 
pie of fowing difcord among his erierhies* that he might reap* 
fecurity from their difputes, His jealoufy of the governor 
was fuch, that he kept his eldeft fon as a hoftage in his ho'ufe* 
under pretence of taking care of his education. In a, word 
Continues the fame author) had his probity been equal tof 
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his parts, had bis virtues come up to his abilities, his end bad 
been lefs fatal, and his memory without blemifh. As it is* 
we ought to confider bim as an eminent inflance of the 
brighteft human faculties, and the inftability of what the 
world calls his fortune/' 

■ 

BEAUMONT (Sir John) fon of Francis Beaumont, one 
of the judges of the Common- pleas, in the reign of queen 
Elizabeth, and brother to the celebrated dramatic Poet, Fran- 
cis Beaumont. He was born in the year 1582, at Grace- 
Dieu, in Leicefterfhire, and was admitted gentleman com- 
moner of Broadgate's-ball, in Oxford, the beginning of Lent* 
term, 1596. After having fpent three years at the univer- 
dty, he removed to one of the inns of court in London* 
But he fpon quitted theftudyof the law, and retired to Lei- 
cefterfhire, where he married a lady of the Fortefcue family. 
In 1626, he was knighted by king Charles : in the youthful 
part of his life he applied jiimfelf to poetry, and publifhed 
feveral pieces. The following verfes are written in praife of 
his poems by Ben Johnfon. 

This Book will live ; it hath a genius : This 

Above his reader, or his praifer is. 

Hence then, propbane : here needs no words expence, 

In bulwarks, rav'Iings, ramparts, for defence i 

Such as the creeping common Pioneers ufe, 

When they do fweat to fortify a mufe. 

Tho* I confefs Beaumont's book to be 

The bound and frontier of our poetry, 

And doth deferve all monuments of praife, 

That art, or engine, on the ftrength can raife^ 

Yet who dares offer a. redoubt to reare, 

To cut a dyke, or ftick a ftake up, here, 

Before this work, where envy hath hot caft 

A trench againft it, nor a batt'ry plac'd ? 

Stay till fhe make her vain approaches ; then 

If ,maimed fhe come off, 9 vs not of men 

This fort of fo impregnable accefs, 

But higher powV, as fpight could not make lefs, 

Nor flatt'ry, but fecured by th' author's name, 

Defies w hat's crofs to piety or good fame, 

Arid like a hallo w'd temple, free from taint 

Of ethnicifm, makes his mufe a faint. 
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Sir Jahn died in the winter of 1628, and was buried in the 
church of Grace-Dieu, leaving behind him three fons. 
Michael Drayton has dropped a hint concerning the caufe of 
his death, but it is not eafily to be underftood. 

Thy care for that, \frhich was not worth thy breath, 
Brought on too foon thy much-lamented death ; 
But heaven was kind, and would not let thee fee 
The plagues that muftoh this nation be, 
By whom the mufes have neglected been, 
Which fliall add weight add meafure to their fin. 

Sir John wfote the CroWn of thorns a poem, in eight books,! 
(Wood, Athen. Oxon. vol. i.col. 521.) which is celebrated 
by one Thomas Hawkings in a copy ofver&s, prefixed to x 
Sir John's poems. The lines are thefe. 

Like to the Bee, thou did'ft thofe flowers feledl 
That moft the tafteful palate might affeS, . 
"With pious reli&es of things divine, 
And difcompofed fenfd with peace coirfbine : 
Which in thy Crown of thorns we may difcern, 
Framed as a model for the bed to learn, 
That verfe may virtue teach, as well as profe, 
And minds with native force to good difpofe j 
Devotion ilir, and quicken cold defires, 
To entertain the warmth of holy fires. 

There is extant likewife a mifcellany of his, intitled Bof- 
worth Field, with a tafte of variety of other poems. 

He has left us alfo the following tranflations from the latin 
poets, (viz.^ Virgil's 4th eclogue, Horace's 6th fatire of the 
iecond book, his twenty-ninth ode of the third book, and his 
epode. Juvenal's tenth fatire, and* Perfius's fecond fatire* 
Aufonius's fixteenth Idyll, and Claudian's epigram of the old 
man of Verona. 

The reft of his pieces are either on religious fubjeds, ot 
of a moral kind. 

BEAUMONT and FLETCHER, two celebrated Eng. 
lifh dramatic writers, who flourifhed in the reign of James 
I, and fo clofely connected as authors, that it has been judged 
not improper to give them under one article. 

Mr. Francis Beaumont was defcended from an antient 
family of his name at Grace-dieu in Leicefterfliire, where 

G 3 he 


%6 BEAUMONT and FLETCHER. 

Jacob 1 epoe- he was born about the year 1585 or 1586, in the reign of 
tjcalregir- queen Elizabeth. His grand-father, John Beaumont, was 
tpr, vol. ».!p a ft c ^ f ^e roljs, and his father Francis Beaumont one 
*' ° 3 ' of the judges of the common- pleas. He was educated at 
Jacob ib. Cambridge, and afterwards admitted of the Inner Temple, 
Wood, Ath. but it floe* nQt appear that he made any proficiency in the 
Px. vol. 1. l aw> his paffion for the mufes being fuch, as made him en- 
fol. 524. tirely devote himfelf to poetry. He died in ^f arch 1615*, be- 
fore he was thirty years of a,ge, a^d was buried the ninth of 
Wood, ib, the fame month in the entrance of St. Benedid's chapel, 
within St. Peter's, Weftminfter. There is no infcriptjon 
on his tomb, but there are two epitaphs to his memory^ 
one by his elder brother fir John Beaumont, which is a* 
fallow* ; 

Sbjohn ^ •'-" Q n death, thy murderer, this revenge I take, 

Bofw™ tfL* I flight his terror, and juft queftion make, 

fidd. Which of us two the beft precedence have, 

LondoHi Mine to this wretched world) thine to the grave. 

j$*9 i?mp xhou fhould'ft have followed me, b f ut death, to bl^me, 

P* l .*■• Mifcounted years, and meafurcd age by fame* 

So dearly haft thou bought thy precious lines ; 

Their praife grew fwiftly, fo thy life declines. 

Thy mufe, the hearer's queen, the reader's love, 
' AH ears, all Jiearts (but death's] could pleafe and move. 

The other is by bifhop Corbet, 

ft. Cor r ^e that hath fuch ^cutenefs and fuch wit, 

kt'sPoem* As would afk ten good head$ to hufband it ; 

\°$z* '*' f* c ^ at c ^ n wr * te ^° we 'l> that no man dare 
* Refume it for the beft, let him beware : 

Beaumont is dead, by whofe fole death appears, 
"rV it's a difeafe confunaes men in few years. 
Prefaceprc* 

Ax^dtothe He left a daughter Prances Beaumont, who died in Lei- 

jrorksof p C ft er {hire, fince the year 1700. She had in her pofleiEon 

anTftoch- Several poems of her father's writing, but they were loft a^ 

er, P .i. vol. fea in her voyage from Ireland, where (he had lived fome time 

If looted in the duke of Onjiopd's family. Befides the plays in which 

for J. Ton- ne ^ as jointly concerned with Mr. Fletcher, he wrote a little 

Sv«u ,71 ** dramatic piece, intitled a mafque of Gray's-inn gentlemen ^ 

the Inner-temple, a poetical epiftle to Ben Johnfon ; and Ver- 

fes to his friend mafter John Fletcher, upon his Faithful 

f Jiepherdefs, and other poems printed together in 1653 in Svo^ 
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Mr. Beaumont was efteemed fo good a judge of dramatic Dry(lcn » sef . 
compositions, that Ben Johnfon fubmitted his writings tofayon 
his corre&ion, and it is thought was much indebted to him Dram.poe- 
for Ac contrivance of his plots. What an affedlion he had ^; k ^ r T a ^. 
for Mr. Beaumont appears from the following verfes addrefTed edit. 1715.' 
to him. vci.i.p.59. 

How I do love thee, Beaumont, and thy mufe, 

That unto me do'ft fuch religion ufe ! 

How do I fear myfelf that am not worth 

The leaft indulgent thought thy pen drops forth. 

At once thou malc'ft me happy, and unmak'ft * 

And giving largely to me, more thou tak'ft, 

What fate is mine, that fo itfelf bereaves ? wo , Its l^ 

What art is thine, that fo thy friend deceives ? 1716, 8vo. 

When, even there where mofl thou praifeft me, ™}' "*• p ' 

For writing better I muft envy thee. 

Mr. JOHN FLETCHER,fon of Dr. RichardFlctcher,btfhop 
of London, was born in NorthamptonQiire, in the year 1^76. 
He was educated at Cambridge, and is fuppofed to have been 
of Bennet-college, to which his father had been a benefactor. 
Befides the plays which he wrote with Mr. Beaumont, he Wood 
i? faid to have affifted Ben Johnfon in writing a comedy called, A the*. Or. 
lie Widow.: After Beaumont's death, we are told that he voL , « co ** 
confulted Mr. James Shirley, in working up the plots of f^** 
feveral of his plays. The editor of Beaumont's and Fletchers 
works in 171 1, is of opinion, that Shirley did likewife fup- 
ply many of his plays that were left imperfect, and that the 
players gave fome unfinished plays of Fletchet's to Shirley 
to make, up, and two of the plays printed under the name 
of Fletcher, viz. The Coronation and the Little Thief, have 
been clajmed by Shirley, but it is thought they Were left im- 
perfect by the one, and finifhed by the other. The Faithful Beaumont 
Shepherdefe was wrote intirely by Mr. Fletcher; it has been and Fletch- 
fnuch compiended by feveral poets, but its reception on the «'s works, 
ftage fell fhort of its merit ; Ben Johnfon was much difpleafed *™ /* ac * 
with the audience^ for their ill treatment of this piece, as we 
may fee by the following lines, addrefTed to the author* 

The wife and many-headed bench that fits 

Upon the life and death of plays and wits, 

(Compofed of gamefter, captain, knight, knight's man f . 

Lady, or pufill, that wears mafk or fan 

G 4 Vefc ., 
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Velvet or taffata cap, rank'd in the dark 
With the Chop's foreman, or foqpte fuch brave, fpark, 
That may judge for his fixpence) had before 
They faw it half, damned the whole play, andmorf, ? 
Their, motives were, fince. it had not to do 
With vices, which they iook'd for, and came to. 
Verfetpre* I that am glad thy innocence was thy guilt, 
fixed to And wtfh that all the mufes Wood were fptk 

widTietSi- * n ^ ucn a martyrdom, to. vex their eye*, 
fr't we4<« 7 P° crown thy murdered, poem, which fhall rile 
A glorified work to titn?> when fire. 
Or moths, (haJl eat what all £Uch fools, admire* 


Mr. Cartwright thus celebrates the feme pit 

- - -r— - His Shepherded, a piece 

Sa ^< ^Sld t,, Even an^l fmooth. fpun from a finer fleece, 
£oems, a Lon. Where foftnefs reigns, wher&paffions paffions^greel 
if 5*« 8vo » Gentle and high, as floods of balfam meet : 
f'^9* Where, drefe'd in white expressions, fit bright lave*. 

Drawn, like their faireft queen, by milky doves*; 
A piece, which Johnfon in a rapture bid 
' Come up a glorified work, and fo it did. 

» 

tangWne, Mr. Fletcher died of the plague, in the 49th year of his age, 

Pro p!*o6. h.the year 1625, and was buried in St. Mary Qvcry's church, 
■ ^' in South wark. 

Beaumont and Fletcher, as has been obferved , - wrote play* 
in concert ; what (bare each had in contriving the .plots, and 
writing the fcenes, is not known, but the general opinion i$, 
that Beaumont had the greased judgment, and wajs chiefly, 
s employed in correcting and retrenching the luxuriances ofe 

1 Fletcher's wit. Hence Mr. Cartwright fays of Mr. Fletcher^ 

That 'twas his happy fault to do too much, and adds^ • 

Who therefore wifely did fubmit each birth 
To knowing Beaumont, 'er$ it did come forth, 

C rtw ' bt Working again until he faid 'twas fit, 

ibid, T% ' A n <l niade him the fobriety of his wit, 

. • » < • * * * 

Mr. Winftanley relates, that our two poets being once at 
a tavern together, to form a rude draught of a nrageiy, 
Fletcher undertook to kill the king, which words being over- 
heard by an officious waiter, he went and lodged an infqr- 
Vvesofthe mation againft them; but their loyahy being unqueftjoned^ 

P^»9i. T0 * an ^ * c c * rcum ft ance being, fo probable, that the plot was 
*' only againft a dramatical king, the affair became a jeft. 

^ % a The 
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The foft play which brought them into efleem* as Mr. Sn hh ^ 
Dryden teiis us 3 was Philafter, or love lies a bleeding, but be- on dramatic ' 
(pre this, they had wrote two or three which did not meet poetry. 

pith fuccefs. Their plots* according to. the fame author, 
qrcre generally more regular th?n Shakefpear's, cfpecially 
thofe which yrece formed before Mr. Beaumont's death ; and 
they underftood and imitated the converfation. of gentlemen 
ipqch better, whofe wild debaucheries and quicknefs of wit, 
no ppet be/ore them ever painted as they had done. Theyorydcn, Jb. 
repcefented all the paffion? in a very lively maimer, especially 
that of love. Mr. Dryden adds, that, in his time, their plays 
were the mod favourite and frequent entertainments of the 
flags, two of theirs being a£ted throughout the year, for 
one of Shalcefpear's or Ben Jobnfon's, and the reafon is, 
fays he, becaufe there is a certain gaiety in their comedies, ibid# 
and a pathos in their mod ferious play s, which fuits generally 
with all men's humours. 

. Some of their plays were; printed in quarto during the live* 
of the authors, a<nd in the year 164.5, there was published 
in foEo, a collection of fuch plays as had not been printed be- 
fore, amounting to between thirty and forty. This collec- 
tion vas publi0ie4 by Mr* Shirley, after the fliuttiug up of 
the theatres, and dedicated to the earl of Pembroke, by ten 
of the moft famous afters. In 1679, there was an edition of 
a/1 their plays publifhed in folio. Another edition in 17 11 
by Mr. Tonfon, iofeven volumes 8vo, and the laft in 1751. 

BECKET (Thomas) archbifliop of Canterbury, in the 
reign of Henry II. fpn of Gilbert Becket, by Maud or Matilda 
aSara<pen lady (a). He was born in London, in the year 1 1 19, chronic. Jo. 
anil received the firft part of his education at Merton-abbey in Brampton 

£ apud 10 

fcriptor. col* 

{a) Brorapton gives us fame arnufr ter being (truck with the perfon and • 

fog though perhaps improbable par- converter ion. of Gilbert: and finding 

ficulars relating to this lady's becom- an opportunity of converting fome- 

hgthe wife of Gilbert. Gilhert took a timers with him in private, the en- 

journey in bis youth to Jerufalem,ac~ quired particularly about his country, 

obmpanied only with one, of his ^o- religion, and the hi ft or y of his )ife. 

ifleftics^ named Richard. As they Gilbert having taken great pains to 

Were one day at their devotions, a- fatisfy her in thefe points, (he at 

pungft feveral other christians, they length told him, (he was refolved to 

Were furprized by a party of infidels, turn chriiUan and to abandon her coun- 

and carried to a prifon belonging to try ; but knowing no other christian 

a Saracen lord. Gilbert had the but hiiiifelf, (h de red Gilbert would 

good fortune to get into the affections promife to marry her, in cafe they 

pf his matter, who often made him made their efcape, Gilbert wa»- 
tit a,t His table, this lord's daugh- ftanled 


,% 
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Surrey ; from thence he went to Oxford, and afterwards 
ftudiedat Paris. He became in high favour with Theobald, 
archbifliop of Canterbury, who fent him to ftudy the civil 
law at Bononia in Italy, and at his return made him arch- 
deacon of Canterbury. This prelate recommended him 
alfo to Ling Henry II. in fo effectual a manner, that in 1 1 5 8, 
be was appointed high chancellor, and preceptor to the 
prince. Becket now laid afide the churchman, and afFe&ed 
the courtier; he conformed himfelf in every thing to the 
king's humour; he partook of all his diversions, and 
obferved the fame hours of eating and going to bed. He 
kept fplendid levees, and courted popular applaufe ; andthe 
expences of his table exceeded thofe of the firft nobility. 
Brompton. In 1 1 59 he made a campaign with king Henry into Touloufe, 
Gui 'canl having m ^ ls own P*y twe ' vc hundred horfe, befides a reti- 
twai! de nue of 700 knights or gentlemen. In 1160, he was fent by 
'it- Tk B. the king »to Paris, to treat of a marriage between prince 
Jjf "*? 1 !" Henry, and the kijig of France^ eldeft daughter, in which he 
Broihp- ' fucceeded and returned with the young princefs to England, 
ton col. jj e ^3^ no t enjoyed the chancellorship above four years, 
J050. w hen archbifliop Theobald died ; and the king, who was 
then in Normandy, immediately' feht over (bme trufty per- 
fons to England, who managed matters fo well with the 
monks and clergy, that Becket was almoft unanimoufly 
elected archbifliop. After he had received his pall from 
pope Alexander III. then refiding in France, he immediate-*' 
ly fent meffengers to the king in Normandy, with his re* 

ftartled at the proposal ; he faw the touched with the zeal and affeSlon, 
difficulty of efcaping $ and was alfo of the lady, was defirous of pro- 
afraid this might be fome fnare laid moting her conversion j hut he bad • 
for him 5 he anfwered therefore on- fcruples of engaging in marriage, 
Jy in general terms. Some time af- haying formed a refolution of fpend- 
ter Gilbert and fome other chriftian ing his life in the wars of the chrif\i- 
captives found means toefcape, and' ans againft the Saracens. He applied, 
return to England. The lady, as for advice to the bifhop of London^ 
foon as (he heard of bis flight, left and fome other bifhops, who, after 
her father's houfe in the night, and cenfidering the circumftances of the 
efcaped into the land of the chriftians, affair, were of opinion the hand of 
from whence the took fhlpping with God was concerned in itj and ad* 
fome Englim Pilgrims, and arrived vlfed Gilbert to marry her, provided 
in England. When mccame to Lon- • me mould fy{\ receive baptlirnj and 
don, me was quite at a lofs how to embrace the chriflian faiths She 
find out the peribn me was in queft was accordingly baptized in St. 
of j but patting accidentally by Gil- Paul's church-, and immediately after 
ben's houfe, me was obferved by the ceremony, married to Gilbert; 
hi* man Richard, who acquainted Brompton's Chroniconad ann. 1 j6i 
his mailer, Gilbert, being; extremely apud 10 fcriptor. col. 1051* 1055. 
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fignation of the fealand office of chancellor. This difpleafed 
jibe king) fo that upon his return to England, when he was 
met at his landing by the archbifhop, he received him in a 
cold and indifferent manner. 

Becket now betook himfelf to a quite different manner of 
life, and put on all the gravity and aufterity of a monk* 
(b) He began likewife to exert himfelf with great zeal, in 
defence of the rights and privileges of the church of Canter* 
bury; apd in many cafes proceeded with fo much warmth 
and pbitinac/y, as rai&d him many enemies, and in a fliort 
time the king arid he came to an open rupture : Henry 
endeavoured to recal certain privileges of the clergy, who 
had greatly abufed their exemption from the civil courts, 
concerning which the king had received feveral complaints. 
The archbifhop however flood up for the immunities of the 
cjergy. The king convened a fynod of the bifhops of Weft- 
minfter, and here he demanded that the clergy, when accufed 
of any capital offence, might take their trials in the courts 
of juftice. The queftion put to the bifliops was, whether, 
in cpnfideration of their duty and and allegiance to the king, 
1 and of the intereft and peace of the kingdom, they were wil- 
ling to promife a fubmiffiori to the laws of his grandfather, 
king Henry. To this t}ie archbifhop replied, in the name of the 
whole body, that they were willing to be bound by the an* 
tient laws of the kingdorn, as far as the privileges of the 
prder would permit, (falvo or dine fuo.) The king was high- 
ly difpleafed with this anfwer, and infifled on having an ab- 
solute compliance, without any refervation whatever. But 
the archbifhop would by no means fubmit, and the reft of 
the bifhops adhered for fome time to their primate. Several 
pf the bifhops being at length gained over, and the pope 
interpofing in the quarrel, Becket was prevailed on to ac- 
quiefce ; and foon after the king fummoned a convention 
or parliament, at Clarendon, where feveral laws were paf- 
fed relating to the privileges of the clergy, called from thence, 
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hift. Ang. 
Lond. 164Q, 
torn. 1. p. 


Rog. deffo- 
veden. An- 
nal pars pos- 
terior p 49$ 
apud fcrip- 
tor. poft Be- 
dam Fraac. 
1 601. 


(b) Lautus ille, nitidus, fplendidus, 
tp\ genio tot us indulgens, cutem 
foam tarn bene folitus era t curare, 
Vix paucift interpofitis ciiebus, vultu 
derepenre gravis, moribus (cdatus, 
habit u decens, viclu frugalis confpi- 
citur, et amandatis procul jocis ac 
cachinnis, qutbus a rite a plurimum fe- 
febatur dcditus, facris peragendis, 
-fatefifquc paftoralis officii muneribus 


totus vacabat, et ne quis fama? oculif- 
que horn in urn duntaxatferviiifa con- 
tendat, cilicio quoque indutus, cor- 
pus fubigUTe perhibent, triplici vefte 
triplicem perfonam gcrcns (ut illorum 
quidam loquitur) exteriori clericum 
cxhibcns, inferior! monachum oc- 
cultans, et intima Eremi!* moleirias 
fuftinens. Goodwin de praeful. Ang. 
inter epifc. Exon, An. 1 1 59. 
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the constitutions of Clarendon. Beckec afterwards repent- 
ing of his compliance retired from Court, nor would officiate 
m the church, till he fhould receive absolution from the pope. 
He went aboard a (hip, in order to make his efcape beyond 
fea 5 but before he could reach the coaft' of France, the 
wind drifting about, he was driven back to England, Th£ 
king fummoned a parliament at Northampton, in O&ober, 
Matb.Paris 1165, where the archbifhop having been accufed of failure^ 
hift. Ang. Q f j ut y an( j alfegiante to the king, was fcntericed to forfeit 

all his goods and chattels. Bucket made an appeal to t\\6 
pope, but this having availed nothing, and finding himfellf 
deferted by his brethren, he withdrew privately from Nor- 
thampton and went aboard a {hip for Graveline in Holland^ 
from whence* he retired to the monaftery of St. Berlin in 
Flanders. 

The king feized upon the revenues of the archbiftoprick, 
and fent an efflbaflador to the French King, defiring him not 
to give Ihelter to Becket ; but the French court efpoufed his 
caufe, in hopes that the mifunderftanding betwixt him and 
Henry, might embarrafs the affairs of England, and accord- 
ingly when Becket came from St. Berlin to Soiflbns, the 
French king paid him a vifit and offered him his protection. 
Soon after the archbifhop went to Sens* where he was ho- 
nourably received by the pope, into whofe hands he in form 
refighed the archbifhoprick of Canterbury, and was pre- 
fently re-inftated in his dignity, by the pope, whoproriiifed 
to efpoufe his intereft. The archbilhop removed from Sens 
to the Abbey of Pontigny in Normandy, from whence he 
wrote a letter to the bifhops of England informing them that 
the pope had annulled the conftitutions of Clarendon. From 
hence too he iffued out excommunications againft feveral 
perfons, who had violated the rights of the church. This 
conduit of his raifed him many enemies. The king was fo 
enraged againft him for excommunicating feveral of his ofE-' 
cers of ft ate, that he baniflied all Becket' s relations, and 
compelled them to take an oath, that they would travel di- 
rectly to Pontigny, and fhew themfelves to the archbifhop* 
An order was like wife publiflied, forbidding all perfons to 
correfpond with him by letters, to fend him any money, 
or fo much as to pray for him in the churches. He wrote alfa 
to the general chapter of the ciftertians, threatning to feize 
a 1 their cftates in England, if they allowed Becket to con- 
tinue in the Abbey of Pontigny. The archbifhop thereupon 
removed to Sens, and from thence, upon the king of France's 
recommendation, to the Abbey of St. Columba, where he 
remained four years. In the mean time, the bifhops of the 
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province of Canterbury wrote a letter to the archbi(bop, entreat- 
ing him to alter his behaviour, and not to widen the breach, 
fo as to render an accommodation impracticable betwixt him 
and the king. This however had no effect on the archbifhop. 
The pope alfo fent two cardinals to try to reconcile matters, 
but the legates finding both parties inflexible, gave over the ibi ' d p' 
attempt and returned to Rome. Ibid, p, 516 

The beginning of the year 1157, Becket was at length 
lb far prevailed upon, as to have an interview with Henry and 
the king of France, at Mount- Miral in Charapaigne. He 
made a ipeech to Henry, in very fubmiffive terras, and con- 
cluded with leaving him the umpire of the difference between 
them, faving the honour of God. Henry was provoked at 
this claufe of refervation, and faid that whatever Becket did 
not relifh, he would pronounce contrary to the honour of 
God. " However (added the king) to (hew my inclination 
" to accommodate matters, I will make him this proportion : 
" I have had many predecefibrs, kings of England, fome 
• c greater and fome inferior to my felf ; there have been like* 
" wife many great and holy men in the fee of Canterbury. 
" Let Becket therefore but pay me the fame regard, and 
" own my authority fo far, as the greateft of his prede- 
" ceflbrs owned that of the leaft of mine, and I am fatif* 
(€ jRed. And,, as I never forced him out of England, I give 
" him leave to return at his pleafure j and am willing he 
" fhould enjoy his archbtfhoprick, with as ample privileges 
" as any of his predeceflbrs." All who were prefent declared Gorra. coi. 
that Henry had (hewn fufficient condefcenfion. The king 1405,1406* 
of France being furprized at the archbifhop's filence, afked 
him why he hefitated to accept fuch reafonable conditions ; 
Becket replied, he was willing to receive his fee upon the 
terms his predeceflbrs held it: but as for thofe cuftoms, 
Which broke in upon the canons, h^ could not admit them* 
for he looked upon this as betraying the caufe of religion* 
And thus the interview ended without any effect. 

In the year 1169, endeavours were again ufed to accom* Gerr f « 
modate matters, but they' proved ineffectual, the archbiftiop 
refufing to comply, becaufe Henry would not give him the 
cuflomary falute, or kifs of peace, which his majefty would 
have granted had he not once fwore in a paffion never to fa* 
lute the archbifhop on the cheek, but he declared he would 
bear him no ijl will for the omiffion of this ceremony. Hen- lb. col. 
ty became at length fo irritated againft this prelate, that he or- *¥>*• 
dered all his Englifh fufejefls to take an oath, whereby they 
renounced the authority of Becket and pope Alexanders 

mgft 
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irfoft of the laity complied with this prder, but fe# of tH€ 
clergy acqufefced. The following year king Henry, upon 
his return to England, ordered his fon, prince Henry, to be? 
crowned at Wcftminfter, and the ceremony was performed 
by the archbifhop of York : this office belonged to the fee 
of Canterbury, and Becket complained of it to the pope, 
who fufpended the archbifhop of York, and excommunicated 
the bifhops who affifted him. 
M. Pans ib. This year however an accommodation was at length cort- 
** * clucfed betwixt king Henry and Becket* upon the Confines of 
Normandy, where the king held Becket's horfe's bridle, 
Gervas. wn ile he mounted and difmounted twice. Soon afteff Chef 
\^i£ archbifhop embarked for England ; upon his arrival he re* 
v ceived an order from the young king to abfolve the fufpended 

and excommunicated bifhops, but refuting to comply, the 
archbifhop of York, and the bifhops of London and Salis- 
bury, carried their complaint to the old king in Normandy, 
who was highly provoked at this frefli tnftance of obftinacy 
in Becket, and faid on the occafion, " That he was art 
*' unhappy prince, who maintained a great number of lazy, 
" infignificant perfons about him, none of whom had gra- 
" titude or fpirit enough to revenge him on a Angle, in- 
<c folent prelate, who gave him fo much difturbance.* 
Thefe words of the king put four perfons on forming a de- 
fign againft the archbiihop's life, which they put in exe- 
cution, in the cathedral church of Canterbury, on the 29th 
U>. i4»4» of December 117 1. They endeavoured to drag him out of 
*4«S» the church, but finding they could not do this without diffi- 
. , culty, they killed him there. The aflfaffins being afraid 

archiep. ^ty na( * g one t0 ° f flr > durft not return to the king's court 

Cant, apud in Normandy, but retired to Knarefburgh in Yorkfhire ; 

w^»rton j^j-g cver y bo^y avoided their company, hardly any perfon 

" j 1 *^"' even choofing to eat or drink with them. They at length 

took a voyage to Rome, and being admitted to penance by 

pope Alexander III. they went to Jerufalem, and according 

to the pope's order, fpent their lives in penitential aufte- 

rities, and died in the black mountain. They were buried 

at Jerufalem, without the church door, belonging to the 

templars, and this infcription was put over them. 

R. Moved. Hie jacent miferi, qui martyrizaverunt beatum Archiepif- 
ib. p. 5»». copum Cantuarienfem. 

King Henry was much diflurbed at* the news of Becket's 
death, and immediately difpatched an embafly to Rome 
to clear himielf from the imputation of being the caufe there- 
el* 
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of. t)poji the death of the archbifhop, all divine offices 
ceafed in the church of Canterbury for a year, excepting 
nine days, at the end of which, by order of the pope, it 
was reconfecrated. Two years after, Becket was canonized, j^.^ . 
by virtue of pope Alexander's bull, dated March 13, H73,diceto vk 
and the following year king. Henry returning to England, wchiep. 
went to Canterbury, where he did penance as a teftimony^*^^ 
of his regret for the murther of Becket. When he came with ton Anglia 
in fight of the church, where the archbifhop was buried ,fccra, p.ila. 
he alighted off hishorfe, and walked barefoot, in the habit p,6Wfc 
of a pilgrim, 'till he came to Becket's tomb, where, after 
he had proftrated himfelf, and prayed for a confiderable time, 
he fubmitted to be fcourged by the monks, and pafled all that 
day and night without any refrefhment, and kneeling upon 
the bare ft one. In J22I, Becket's body was taken up, in m. Pari* lb. 
the prefence of king Henry III, and feveral nobility, and p. 130. 
deposited in a rich fhrine, on the eaft fide of the church. 
The miracles faid to be wrought at his tomb were fo nume- 
rous, that we are told two large volumes of them were keptCerou. 
in that church. His {hrine was vilited from all parts, and^ hn J n# co " 
enriched with the moil coftly gifts and offerings. 

BEDA or BEDE, firnamed the Venerable, an Eng- 
lifh monk and an eminent writer, born in the year 
67a,' or 673, on the eftate belonging afterwards to the 
monafteries of St. Peter and St. Paul, in the bifhoprick 
of Durham, at Wermouth and Jarrow, near the mouth 
of the river Tyne. In 679, he was fent to the mo-. . fo 
naftery of St. Peter, under the care of Abbot Benedict, ephom.hift! 
under whom, and his fuccefibr Ceolfrid, he was educated eccleEaft, 
for twelve years : he was ordained deacon at nineteen years 
of age, and prieft at thirty, by John of Beverly, then bifhop Gu j MaI- 
of Hagulftad ' or Hexham. He applied to his (tudies withmfbur.de 
fo much diligence and fuccefs, that he foon became emi-s^wAn- 
nentfor his learning; his fame fpread even to foreign coun-f ^™*^ 
tries, fo that pope Sergius wrote to Abbot Ceolfrid 10. 
in very preffing terms, to fend Bede to Rome, to give his 
opinion upon fome important points. But notwithrtandingp.^ 
this invitation, Bede remained in his cell, and being con- 
tented with the pleafures of a monaftick life, he had hereby 
time and opportunity to make himfelf mafter of almoft eve- 
ry branch of literature. He fpent feveral years in making 
colledions for his ecclefiaftical hiftory, the materials for 
which he was obliged to draw together, from the lives of 
particular perfons, annals in convents, and fuch chronicles 

as 
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^ . ' As were written before his time. Hfc publi&ed ilia hirtorf 

Sd'efnft* * n 73*»( A ) when he was fifty hine years of agej he had 

lib. ^. c i. written other books before, but this work eftablifhed his 

reputation in fuch a manner, that he wag confulted by the 

greateft prelates of that age, in their, ftiofl important affairs, 

and particularly by Egl>eit bifhop of York, a man of very 

« . j » i ere^t learning. He addreffed an epiftle fo this prelate, which 

Pit*, in vh. is efteemed a curious perforrtiahce, as it furnuhes us with 

Sgberti. fuch a picture of the ftate of the church at that time, as ii 

no where *elfe to be met with. This epiftle is fuppofed to 

Coiiier*i ec- fj ave b ecn amongft the laft <5f Bede's writings. It appears 

wi^!p! f fom * hat he fays himfelf, that he Was much indifpofed 

124. ' ' when he wrote it, and it is not improbable that he began at 

this time to fall into a confumptioft, a difterriper fo frequently 

fatal to men of fedentary lives. William of Malmefbury tells 

us, that in the laft ftage 6f hid diftemper, he fell into an 

afthma, which he fupported with great firmnefs of mind, 

though in much weaknefs and pain for fix weeks together* 

(a) The title of this work in the " church affairs, and kept corref* 

Heidelbcrgh edition m 1587 runs " pendente in the other kingdom* 

thus. Ecclefiafticae hiftoriae gentis " of the heptarchy, the better to 

anglorum, libri quinque, Beda artglo-' " enable him to give a true ftate of 

faxone authored There was alfo " chriftianity throughout the whofo 

an edition printed at Antwerp, in " nation. He treats indeed moft 

1550, and one at Cologne in 1601. " largely of the converfion of Nor- 

It was printed In foho with the Sax- 4t tbumberlahd, and the progrefs of 

on verfion, attributed to king Alfred, " religion in that kingdom 5 but- 

'with notes by Abraham Theloe, at " always intermixes what other re-* 

Cambridge, in 1 644, and at Paris " lations he could borrow from 

1681 in 4to, with the notes of f « books, or learn - from fuch living 

Francis Chifflet. Betides thefe, there " teftimonies as he believed to be 

was another edition undertaken by " credible. Some have cenfured his- 

Dr. Smith, prebendary of Durham, " biftory as compofed with toe 

which was publimed in folio by his " great partiality, favouring on alt 

fon George Smith, at Cambridge', * " occafions the Saxons, and de- 

1722, with notes and dictations. •« prefling the Britons. Such s 

Bifhop Nicholfon gives the follow- " charge is not wholly groundlefs. 

ing account of this performance of " He mull be pardoned with fluffing 

Beda. " What we are at prefent " it here and there with thumping 

'* concerned in, is, his ecclefiaftical " miracles, the natural product of 

" hiftory of this ifiand, which has «« the Zealand ignorance of his age 1 , 

" had. many impreflions in latin, " efpeciaily fince fo little truth wa» 

* € the language wherein he penned " to be had of tire fain's of thofe 

•' them. It is plain he had feen €t days, that there was a fort of 

*' and* perufed feveral chronicles of " neceffity of filling up books, of this* 

the EngHih things before his own " kind with fuch pleafant legends, 

time, witnefs that expreflion, Un- « c as the chat of the country, of s 

" de cun&is placuit regum terapora t( good invention would afford a 

** computantibus, &c. But he firft " man.** Engliih hiftorical libra- 

M attempted- an account of their ry, p. 35. 
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During this time however he did not abate of his tifual Degeft. snf« 
employments in the monaftery, but continued to inftrudt J »l> 3* ct P« 
the young monks, and to profecute fome works which he ^ p ' * 2 * 
had in his hands, which he was very dfcfirous to finifli. 
He was particularly folidtous about his translation of the 
gofpel of St. John into the Saxon language, arid fome paf- 
fages he was extracting front the works of St. I fid ore. The 
particulars which William of Malmefbury gives relating 
to his death, were taken from an account given thereof by 
Cuthbert, one of Bede's difciples, who fays that he died on 
Thurfday the 26th of May, being the feaft of ChrifiVs afcen- ' 
fion, which fixes it in the year 735, this circumftance a*- 
greeing with that year and no other. There have been Uland. col* 
however different opinions about the time of his death, 1 *fl- i jj t *i»« 
fome placing it in 729, and others in 76a, and 766, but as 3 ' p * ** 
the matter feems not to be of any great Importance, we (hall 
not trouble the reader with the controverfies on this point. 
His body was at firft Interred in the church of his own mo* 
nailery at Jarrow, but afterwards removed to Durham, 
and placed in the fame coffin with that of St. Cuthbert, 
as appears from an old Saxon poem on the relick pre* 
ferved in the Cathedral of Durham. He had fe.veral epi- 
taphs written upon him, and though none of them have m** fefeeit 
been thought equal to his merit, yet they fhew at leaft the at the end of 
good intention of their authors. There are fome fabulous J h ? dccem 
accounts given of his acquiring the title of Venerable, which cr,ptow,% 
has been given him both by antient and modern writers. (b^ 
The opportunities which he had, and his furprizing appli- 
catron enabled him to write a vaft number of books. Hfe 
has given us a lift of all the treatifes he had compofed before 

(b) We are told that Beda wberi the firft, is thus repotted. A young 

he grew old, and was through age man a monk ftudying for an epitaph 

blind, one of his difciples carried for Bede got thus far* 
him abroad to a place where there *-•**> »r>r* » ** 

laya great heap of ftones, and told Hac funt in fofla BEDiE — ofla. 

him he was furrounded by a great His head not being well turned fof 

crowd of people, who waited with poetry, he could find no words to 

fiJence and attention to receive his nil up this hiatus 5 and after tor- 

fpiriiual confolation. The old man menting himfelf to no purpofe, he 

accordingly made a long difcourfe, fell afleep $ but the next morning 

which he concluded with a prayer, returning to his talk, with infinite a* 

and the ftones very punctually made ftoniftiment, he found the line com* 

their refponfe, Amen, venerable Be- pleated thus, by fome invilibl* 

de. Petr. Equilin. catol. fanclorum, hand, 
in vita Beda?. 

Another ftory relating to this ti- Hac font in fofla Beda; yenerftbili* 
Ue, and no lefs to be credited than ofla. 
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the Jttt 73 i f at the end of his ecclefiaftical hiflory; lie 
wrote alfo feveral other treatifes after the publication of this 
work(c). His writings were fo well received that we find 

{rreat encomiums beftowed upon him. It muft be acknow- 
edged however, that fome late writers of our own and 
foreign nations, have fpoke of him as a man of fuperficial 
learning and indigefled reading. He is alfo charged with 
being extrearplv credulous, and giving too eafily into the 
belief of the. fabulous miracles in his time. Mr. Du Pin 
fpeaking of bim as an author fays, that his ftyle is clear 
Tam.6.p. an d eafy, but without any purity, elegance, or fublimity $ 
M# that he wrote with a furprizing facility, but without art or 

reflection, and that he was a greater matter of learning than 
of judgment, or a true critical tafte. In anfwer to this 
criticifm, as to the faults of his ftyle it isfaid that they will 
not appear great, if compared with the contemporary wri- 
ters, and to compare them with others is unjuft ; thatconfi- 
dering the low eftate of learning in this ifland at ihat 
time, it was furprizing he fhould make Aich a progrels 
in the languages and fciences, and write fo great a number 
of books upon fuch different fubje&s. The. famous Camden 
fpeaks thus of Beda. " In this monaftery of St. Peter, Bed3, 
Britain in «* the fingular light of our ifland, who by his piety and leant- 
*i'|^ ** " ing juftly obtained the firname of Venerable, fpent 
c< his days, as himfelf tells us, in meditating on the fcriptures, 
•' and, in the midft of a barbarous age, wrote many learned 
" works." The fame author in another place has thefc 
words. " The reverend Bede, whom we may more eafily ad- 
mire than fufficiently praife, for his profound learning in a 
Remains 'of moft barbarous age/' Bale fays, that there is fcarce any 
a larger thing in all antiquity worthy to be read, which is not to 
cerning° n " be found in Beda, though he travelled not out of his own 
BHtain.Lon. country ; and that if he had flourifhed in the times of St. 
1605.410, Auguftin, Jerome, or Chryfoftom, he would undoubtedly 
p " * 3- have equalled them, finceevenin the midft of a fuperflitioua 
age, he wrote fo many excellent treatifes. Pits tells us, that 

Stript.Jltoft. 

major Brit, (c) His works are in latin; the firft fame place in 1688. Befldes what 

centur. ».p. g Cnera i collection of them appeared is contained in this general collec- 

94* at Paris, in 1 544, in three volumes tion, there are feveral of hit compo- 

in folio. They were printed again fitions, which -have been printed fe*. 

at the fame place in 1554, in eight parately, oramongft the colJe&iona 

volumes. They were alfo published of the writings of ancient authors a 

in the fame fize and number of vo- and there are feveral mapufcripte 

lumes at Bafil, in 1563, re-printed of nisi which have never been print* 

at Cologne, in 26 1%, and at the eft 
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ne was fo well vcrfed in the feveral branches of learning, ReJ t Hi* 
that Europe • fcarce ever produced a greater fcholar in all <je Rebus 
refpe£b. That even while he was living, his writings were an* p. *ao* 
of fo great authority, that it was ordered by a council held 
in England, and approved afterwards by the catholick church, 
that they ftiould be publickly read in churches. To thefe 
might like wife be added many other teftimonies in his fa* 
vour, particularly of the learned Selden ; the great anti- Anglo Wt. 
quarian, fir Henry Spelman, and the famous Stillingfleet. lib. 2. cap. i # 

BEDELL, (William) a very famous prelate, and 
bilhop of KUrnore in Ireland, born in 1570, at Black-Not- 
ley in the county of Eflex. After having gone through his 
fchool education, he was fent to Emmanuel college, in 
Cambridge, where he was chofen fellow in 1593, and took 
his degree of bachelor in divinity in 1599. He left the uni- 
verfity upon his being prefented to the living at St. Edmond- J|£ *^f* 
(bury in Suffolk, where he continued till the year i6o4,Bedeii.Lond« 
when he was appointed chaplain to fir Henry Wotton, em- ,68 S- * vo » 
baflador to the republick of Venice. He was eight years atj^f fip 
Venice, during which time, he contra&ed an intimate acquain* HcnryWot- 
tance with the famous father Paul Sarpi, of whom he learnt ton ! , y Ifrae * 
Italian, of which he became fo much a mafter, that he aJ> f * 
tranflated into this language the Englifli common prayer 
book. Nor was he lefs ferviceable to father Paul, for whofe Life of Be- 
rne he drew up an Englifh Grammar, and in many refpeds *« lj » P* *• 
greatly affifted him in his ftudies, fafomuch that Paul de- 
clared he had learnt more from him in all parts of divinity, 
than from any perfon he had ever converfed with. Whilft 
Bedell refided at Venice he greatly improved htmfelf alfo in J£ .^I^g* 
the Hebrewllanguage, by the affiftance of the famous Rabbi 
Leo, who taught him the Jewifli pronunciation, and other 
parts of rabbinical learning. Here alfo he became acquaint- 
ed with the celebrated Antonio de dominis archbifhop of 
Spalata, whom he affifted confiderably in correcting and 
finifhing his famous book De Republica Ecclejiaftica. Father 
Paul was much concerned when Mr, Bedell left Venice ; 
at his departure he made him a prefent of his pi&ure, together 
with a Hebrew bible without points, and a fmall pfalter. 
He gave him alfo the manufcript of his hiftory of the coun- 
cil of Trent, with the hiftories of the interdid and inquifition, 
and a larg£ collection of letters % he had received from Rome, 
during the difpute between the Jefuits and Dominicans, 
concerning the efficacy of grace. Mr. Bedell, upon his re- 
turn to England^ retired to his charge at St* Edmunibury, 
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and here he tranflated into latin the hiftories of the inteir- 
dift and inquifition, which he dedicated to the king. Her 
alfo tranflated into the fame language the two laft books of 
the hiftory of the council of Trent, the two firft having been 
Si? Tamei < * one ^y ** ir Adam Newton. In 1615 he was prefented to 
Ware's the living of Horingfteath, in - the diocefe of Norwich, by 
works, vol. f ir Thomas Jermyn. In 1627, he was unanimously elected 
X «P« 2 33» provoft of Trinity college, in Dublin; he at firft declined 
this office, but at laft accepted of it, fyeing enjoyned there- 
toby the pofitive commands of hismajefty. He difcharged 
his duty in this employment with great fidelity, and when 
he had continued two years in it, by the intereft of fir Tho- 
mas Jermyn, and Laud, bifliop of London, he was pro- 
moted to the fees of Kilmore and Ardagh, being then u* 
the 59th year of his age. He found thefe two diocefes in 
Ibid* .great diforder, and applied himfelf with vigour to reform 
the abufes there. He began with that of plurality of bene- 
fices. To this end he convened his clergy, and, in a fer- 
mon, laid before them the inftitution, nature, and duties 
of the miniftcrial employment, and after fermon, difcourfed 
to them upon the fame fubjecT: in latin, and exhorted them to- 
reform that abufe. To prevail on them the better, he told 
them he refolved to fhew them an example in parting with 
one of his bifhoprics, and accordingly refigned Ardagb, 
He made feveral regulations with refpecS to refidence, was 
extremely watchful of the condu& of the clergy, and no 
lefs circumfpedl in his own behaviour- His ordinations 
were publick and folerhn, he preached and gave the facra- 
ment on fuch occafions himfelf. He never gave any perfoa 
prleft's orders till a year after having been made deacon, that 
he might know how he had behaved during that time. 
He wrote certificates of ordination and other inftruments 
with his own hand, and fuffered none who received them 
to pay any fees. When he had brought things to fuch 2 
length, that his clergy were willing to affift him in the great 
work of reformation, he convened a fynod in September, 
LSffofB"- 1638, in which he made many excellent canons that are 
de:l. p. 237 ftill extant. There were fome, who looked upon this fy- 
nod as an illegal affembly, and that his prefuming to make 
canons was againft law, fo that there was fome talk of 
bringing him before the ftar-chamber, or high- com million 
court ; but his archdeacon, afterwards archbifhopof Caftiill, 
gave fuch an account of the matter as fatisfied the ftate. 
Archbifhop Ufher faid on this occafion to thofe«who were 
very earneft for bringing him to anfwer for his conduct, 
». ■ . Yo* 
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You had better let hirn alone, for fear, if when provoked, 
he fhould fay much more for himfelf, than any of his ac- 
cufers can fay againft him. Bedell having obferved that the Sir •H* 1 
court in' his diocefe was a great abufe, it being governed by WO rk«vpl x # 
a lay chancellor who had bought the place from his prede- 236. 
ceflbr, and for that reafon thought he had a right to all the 
profits he could raifej he removed the chancellor, and 
refuming the jurisdiction of a bifhop, fat in his own courts 
and heard caufes with a feleft number of his clergy, by 
whofe advice he gave fentence. The chancellor upon this 
brought a fuit againft the bifhop into chancery, for invad- 
ing his office, Bolton, the lord chancellor of Ireland, con- 
firmed the chancellor's right, and gave him a hundred pounds ^f e r r c . 
cpfts againft the bifhop; and when Bedell afked him how dell, p. n», 
he could give fuch an unjuft decree; he anfwered, that 
all his father had left him was a regifter's place; and there- 
fore he thought he was bound to fupport thofe courts, which 
muft be ruined if fome check was not given to the bifhop's 
proceedings. The chancellor however gave him no fur- 
ther difturbance, nor did he ever call for his cofts, but nam- •" 3 " 
eel a furrogate,with orders to obey the bifliop. This prelate was 
no perfecutor of papifts, nor did he approve of thofe who 
pjadeufe of harfh and pafiionate expreffions again popery (a). 

(a) In an extra& of one of Be- " tarch. Apothegm, pag. 174. Tru- 

dell's fermons given us by bifliop " ly it may be well thought that 

Burnet, we meet with the following " thofe that take this courfe mail 

paffagc. " It is not the ftorm of " find but fmall thanks at (Thrift's 

" words, but the ftrength of rea- " our captain's hands, and it is not 

" fons, that (hall ftay a wavering c< unlike but he would fay to them, 

" judgment from errors, &c. when " were . he here on earth again ; 

" that like a tempeft is overblovyn, " Mafters, I would you mould re- 

" the tide of others examples will " fute popery and fet yourfelves 

" carry other men to do as the moft " againft antichrift my enemy, with 

" do ; but thefe, like fo many an- " all the difcoloured fedts and here- 

'* chors will ftick, and not come a- st fies, that fight under his banner 

" gain. Befide?, our calling is to " againft me, and not call him and 

•' deal with errors, not to difgrace tf his troops all to nought ! And 

" the man with fcolding words. (( this is my poor opinion concern* 

" It is fajd of Alexander, I think, " ing our dealing with the papifts 

" when he overheard one of his * ' themfelves, perchance differing of 

" foldiers railing luftily on Darius •* men of great note in Chrift's fa- 

" his enemy, he reproved him, and " mily, Mr. Luther, ,and Mr. Cal- 

*' added, Friend, I entertain thee to Cl vin, and others; but yet we 

" fight azainft Darius, not to re- '* muft live by rules, not examples 5 

" vile him. „ " and they were men, who perhaps 

ff Mr. Bayle fays it was Mem- *' by complexion or other wife were . 

'* non Darius' s general, who fpoke ** given too much to anger and heat/* 

" thus to a foldier, who railed at Bedell's life. p. 149,153. 
*' Alexander, and he refer* to Plu- 
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He laboured to convert the better fort 6f the popUh clergy* 
and in this had great fuccefs. He procured a tranua- 
tion of the cbmmon-prayer into Irifh, and caufed it to be 
|I7# read in his cathedral, every Sunday; The new teftament 
had alfo been tranflated by William Daniel, archbifhop of 
Tuam, and at the bifliop's defire, the old teftament was 
firft tranflated into the fame language by one King, but 
as he was ignorant of the original tongue, and did it from 
the Englifli, Bedell revifed and compared it with the He- 
Sir Jama brew, and the beft tranilations. He took care likewife to 
Ware's have fome of Cryfoftom's and Leo's Homilies, in comxnen- 
p»°*27- V Nation of the fcripturcs, to be rendered both into Englifli 
and Irifh, that the common people might fee, that in the 
opinion of the antient fathers, they had not only aright to 
read the fcriptures as well as the clergy, but that it was their 
Bift.of duty fo to do. When he found the work was finished, he 
^"h'^B'bi re f°' vc ^ to be at the expence of printing it, buthisdefign 
into vulgar was interrupted by a cruel and unjuft profecution carried on 
tonguti, p. againft the tranflator, who not only loft his living, but was 
f 5S' , alfo attacked in his chara&er. The bifhop fupported Mr. 
King as much as he could, and the tranflation being fi- 
nished, he would have printed it in bis houfe, at his 
own expence, if the troubles of Ireland had not prevented 
it j it happened luckily however that the tranflation efcaped 
the hands, of the rebels, and was afterwards printed at the 
BoyVt expence of Mr. Robert Boyle, a gentleman of great bene- 
workvo!.* vo ' encc an( * Public fpirit. The biflbop was very moderate 
p. 618. in his fentiments ; he was indeed a fincere friend to the 
church of England, but he lQved to make profelytes by per- 
fuafion and not compulfion ; and it was his opinion, that 
protcftants would agree well enough, if they, could be 
brought to underftand each other. There were fome Lu- 
therans at Dublin, who, for not coming to church and 
taking the facrament, were cited into the archbifliop's con- 
fiftory, upon .which they defired time to writs to their di- 
vines in Germany, which was granted ; and when their 
anfwers came, they contained fome exceptions to the doc- 
trines of the church, as not explaining the prefence of Chrift 
in the Eucharift, fuitable to their fentiments; to which 
bifliop Bedell gave fuch a folid anfwer, that the German 
divines, who faw it, advifec} their countrymen to join in. 
communion with the church,, which they accordingljrdid, 
Llfeofbp, When the rebellion broke out in Ireland, in O&bber, 
Bedell, p. 164 1, the bifhop at firft did' not feel the violence of its e£ 
*1 8 » fe£fa, for the vsry rebels had conceived a great veneration 
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for hirti, and they declared he fhould be the lad En- H;ft of thf 
glifhman they would drive out of Ireland. His was the Irifli rebel- 
only houfe in the county of Cavan that was unviolated f Uon >P* l 35* 
and it was, filled with the people who fled to him for fhel- 
ter. About the middle of December however, the rebels, 
purfuant to orders received from their council of ftate 
at Kilkenny, required him 'to difmifs the people that 
Were with him\ which he refufed to do, declaring he would 
(hare the fame fate with the reft. Upon this they (eized him, 
his two Con$ 9 and Mr. Clogy, who had married his daugh- 
ter-in-law, and carried them prifoners to the caftle of 
Cloughboughter, furrounded by a deep water, where they 
put them all, except the bifhop, in irons ; after fome time 
however this part of their feverity was abated. After be- 
ing confined for about three weeks, the bifhop and his two 
fons, and Mr. Clogy, were exchanged for two of the 
O'Rourkes; but though it was agreed that they fhould 
be fafely conducted to Dublin, yet the rebels would never 
fuiFer them to be carried out of the country, but fent them 
to the houfe of Denis Sherridan, an Irifh minifter, and 1 
convert to the proteftant religion. The bifhop died fooii 
after he came here, on the 7th of February, 1 641, his death 
being chiefly occafioned by his late imprifonment, and the 
weight of forrows which lay upon his mind. The Irifh did 1 s5r J* 01 * 
him unufual honours at his burial, for the chief of there- pJSw'v. 1. 
bels gathered their forces together, and with them accom- p. »*> 
panied his body from Mr. Sherridan's houfe to the church- 
yard of Kil more. Thus lived and died this great prelate, 
whofe behaviour in his publick character did honour to his* 
high office in the church, and whofe private life was per- 
iedly confident with the do&rine he taught (b). 

behn; 

(b) The following particulars in plain fluffs) bad a long and broad 

regard to this prelate were drawn beard, grey and venerable hair, 

lip by Mr. Clogy, the companion of His Hrength continued firm to the 

all his fortunes, and witnefs of his laft, fo that the week before hit 

virtues, and are infertcd in the ac- laft ficknefs, he walked as vigorously 

count 4»f his life by bifhop Burnet, and nimbly at any of the company} 

He wai tall and graceful, and had and leaped over a broad ditch; info* 

fomething in his looks and carriage much that his font, who were amaz* 

which created a veneration for him. ed at it, had enough to do to follow 

Hit deportment was grave, without birn. A few years before his death 

a#e elation. His apparel decent with he had fome fevere fits of the flone, 

tHnnlicify, be woie no filksj. bat occafioned by his fedenfary life. 
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fiEHN, (Aphara) a celebrated English poete($, <fe*, 

fcended from a good family in the city of Canterbury. She 

was born in the reign of Charles I, but in what yearis not 

certain: her father's name was Johnfon ; who being related 

to the lord Willoughby, and by his intereft having been 

appointed lieutenant general of Surinam, and fix and thirty 

iflands, embarked with his family aboard a fhip, for the; 

Memoirs Weft-Indies 5 at which time A ph;ra was very young. Mr, 

prefixed to Johnfon died in hispaffagc, but his family arrived at Surinam, 

her novels, where our poetefs became acquainted with the American* 

t? a ^ &c, R rincc Oroonoko, whofe ftory (he has given us in her cele- 

OrooooW ' brated novel of that name. She tells us, <c fhe had often ken 

*!• 4< and converfed with that great man,and been a witnefs to ma- 

" t\y of his mighty aftions, and that at one time, he and CI4- 

" mene, (or Imoinda his wife) were fcarce an hour in a day 

u from her lodgings ; and that fhe obliged them in all things 

f ' fhe was capable, entertaining them with the lives of the 

The remedy he ufed for it, was to Upon which the perfon propofed a 
dig in the garden, until he heated qneftion in divinity, in anfwering 
himfelf, and that mitigated the pain, which the bifliop mewed his abilities 
IJis judgment and memory remained fo well, and puzzled the other fo 
with him to the laft. He always much, that all at table except the 
preached without notes. He mew- biftiop, fell a laughing at the other, 
ed no other learning in his fermons, The greatnefs of his mind and un- 
but in learning the difficulties of his dauhtednefs of his fpirit, evidently 
* text. . His ftile was clear and full, appeared in many parages of his 
t>ut plain and fimplc. He read the life, and that without any mixture 
Hebrew and Septuagint fo much, of pride, for he lived with his cler- 
that they were as familiar to him as gy as if they had been rus-brethren. 
the Engltfh tranflation. He had col- In his vifitations, he would accept 
Je&ed a vail number of critical ex- of no invitation from the great men 
pofitiOns, which with feveral other in the country, but would eat with 
rnamjferipts fell into the hands of the his clergy in fuch poor inns and of 
Irim* He wrote much in contro- fuch coarfe fare as^he places affprd- * 
verfy, particularly on the. points in ed. He avoided all affectation of 
difputo betwixt the proteftants and Kate in his carriage, and, when, 
Roman catholickSi He kept a great in Dublin, always walked on foot, 
correfpondence not only wjth the attended by one fervant, except on 
divines of England, but 'with others public occafions, which* obliged him 
over Europe. He obferved a true hof- ro ride in proceffion among his bre- 
pitality in houfe-keeping 5 many thren. He avoided the affectation 
, poer Irim families being maintained of humility, as well as pride, the 
cut of his kitchen, and in Chriftmas former often flowing from the 
lime, the poor always eat with him greater pride • of the two. He had 
«t his own table. At public tables a true and generous notion of re li- 
ne ufually fat filtnt. Once at the gion, and did r"ot look upon it as a 
earl of Strafford's table, one ob- fyftem of opinions, orafetof forms ^ 
ferved, that while they were all but as a divine discipline that re- 
talking, hefaid nothing. Thepri- forms the 'heart and life* It was 
Ittate anfwered, * Brqach him, and not leaves but fruit that he fougbt« 
V. y$u, wi|i find good liquor in tomV* l^it of Befell* p. a*8, z 19. 
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? % Romans, and great men, which charmed htm to hot 

44 company j and her y with teaching her all the pretty works 

14 fh$ was miftrefs of, and telling her flpries of nuns, and 

44 endeavouring to bring her to the knowledge of the true 

44 God," She tells us ljkewife, that Oroonoko ufed to call 

her his great miftrefs, and that her word would go a great 

way with him. This intimacy betwixt him and our poetefs, 

occafioned fome reflexions on her. conduct, from which the 

authorefs of her l}fe juftifies her in the following manner. 

* 4 * Here (fays fhe) I van add nothing to what (he has given . 

44 the world already, but a vindication of her from fome -/j^ 011 ** *** 

44 unjuff afperfions I find are infinuated about this town, in 

44 relation to that prince* I knew her intimately well, and 

4 ' I believe {he would not have concealed any love affairs 

from me, being one of her own fex, whofc friendfhip and 

fecrefy {he had experienced, which makes me allure the 

44 world, there was no affair betwixt that prince and Af- 

44 tr$ea, but what the whole plantation were witneflesof; a , 

44 genefpus value for his uncommon virtues, which every 

4C one that but hears them, finds in himfelf, and his pre- 

44 fence gave her no more. . Befides his heart was too vio? 

44 lently fet on the everlafting charms of Jus Imoinda, to be 

14 fhook with thofe more faint (in his eye) of a white beauty} 

44 and Aftraea's relations there prefent, • had too watchful an 

4 * eye over her, to permit the frailty of her youth, if that 

44 had been powerful enough.'* 

The difappointments fhe. met with at Surinam, by lofing 
her parents and relatiphs, obliged her to return to England, 
where foon after her arrival, fhe was married to Mr. Behn, 
an eminent merchant of London, and of Dutch extraction* 
King Charles U* whom fhe highly pleafed by the enter- 
taining and accurate account fhe gave him of the colony of . l ' *' * f 
Surinam, thought her a proper perfan to be inftru&ed with 
the management of fome affairs during the Dutch war, which 
was the occafion of her going over to. Antwerp. Here^. 
fne difcovcred the clefign Formed by the v Dutch, of failing , 
up the river 1'hames, in order to burn the Englifh (hips $., 
fat made this difcovery by' means of one Vander Albert, a 
putchman. This man, who, before the war, had been in love 
with her in England, np fooner heard ojf her arrival- at 
Antwerp, than he paid her a vifit ; and after a repetition of " 
all his .former profeffions of love, preflfed her extremely to J 
allow him by fome fignal means to give undeniable proofs of' 
Jiis paflion. This propofal was fo fuitable to her prefent jyj -■» ' 
WP W tb? fervice gf her country, that fhe accepted of it, 
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and employed her lover in fueh a manner & made her very 
fcrviceable to the king. The latter end of the year 1666, 
Albert fent her word by a fpecial meflenger, that he would 
be with her at a day appointed, at which time he revealed . 
to her, that Cornelius de Wit, and De Reyter, had pro- 

***• *• *• pofed the above mentioned expedition to the ftates. Albert 
having mentioned this affair, with all thofe marks of a fin- 
cere relation of truth, Mrs. JJehn could not doubt the cre- 
dibility thereof, and the interview was no fooner ended, 
bat fhe fent an exprcfs to the court of England; but her in- 
telligence (though well' grounded, as appeared by the event) 
being difregarded and ridiculed* fhe renounced all ftate af- 
fairs, and amufed herfelf during her flay at Antwerp, witfr 

Sbii» f. io* t j, c gallantries of the city. After fome time the embarked 
at Dunkirk for England, and in her paffage was near being, 
loft; for the (hip being driven on the coaft, four days* 
within fight of land, but by the affiftance of boats from that 
fbore, the crew were all faved ; and Mrs. Behnarrived fafely 

*•*. ». a* in London, where (he dedicated the reft of her life to plea* 

4©/ > Aire and poetry. She publUhed three volumes of mifcellany, 
poems, the firft in 1684, the fecond in 1685, and the third 
in 1688. They confift of fongs and other little pieces, by 
the earl of Rochefter, fir George Etherege, mr. Henry 
' Crifp, and others, with fome pieces of her own. To thai 

fecond mifcellany, is annexed a translation of the duke do. . 
Rochefoucault's moral reflections, under the title of Seneca 
unmaflced, an edition of which was printed in 1727, in four 
volumes i2mo. She wrote alio feventeen plays, fome hif- 
tories and novels. (a) She tranftated M. Fontenelle's Hiftory 
of oracles, and Plurality of worlds, to which laft {he an- 
nexed an eflay on tranflation and tranflated profe. The 
paraphrafe of CEnone's epiftle to Paris, in the Englifli tranf- 
lation of Ovid's Epiftles, is Mrs. Behn's, and Mr. Dryden 
in the preface to that work, pays her. the following com- 
pliment. " I was defired to fay, that the author, who is 
" of the fair fex, underftood not latin ; but if {he does not, 
"I am afraid (he has given us occafiontobe a{hamed who 


(a) They are extant in two vo- Efq; to which it prefixed the tiiftcrp 

lum?s 1 imo, London , 1 73 5, 8th of the Kfe and memoirs of Mrs. Behn, 

edit 00, published by Mr.Cha ries Gil- written by one of the fair fex. 
don, and dedicated to Simon Scroop, 
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" do.'^*) Sh e was a ' fo ^ authorefs of the celebrated 
letters, between a nobleman and his filter, printed in Lon- 
don, 16&4; and we have extant of hers, eight love let* 
ters, to a gentleman whom Ihe paffionately loved, and with 
whom (he correfponded under the name of Lycidas. They 
are printed in the life ind memoirs of Mrs, Behn, prefixed 
to her hiftories and novels.(c) 

She died after a long indifpofition, April 16, i68g t 
land was buried in the Cloifters of Weftminfter-Abbey. 

(b) The following paflage transcribed from this cpiAlc nay km as 

a fpecimen of her poetical talent. 

Say, lovely youth, why wouldft thou thus betray 
My eafy faith, and lead my heart aftray ? 
I might fome humble fliepherd's choice have been, 
Had 1 that ^ongue ne'er heard, thofe eyes ne'er feen $ 
_ And in fome homely cot, in low repofe, 
• LivM undifturb'd with broken vows and oaths 5 
All day by (haded fprings my flocks have kept, 
And in fome honeft arms at night have flept. 
Then, unuphraided with my wrongs, thoud'ft, been* 
Safe in the joys of the fair Grecian Queen, 
What ftars do rule the great ? No fooner yoa 
Became a prince, but you were perjur'd too* 
Are crowns and falmoods then confident things ? 
And muft they all be faithlefs who are kings? 
The Gods be praifed that I was humble born, 
Even tho' it renders me my Paris* fcorn, 
And I had rather « this way wretched prove, 
Than be a queen, and faithlefs in my love. 

Ovid's Epiftles, &c. London, 173^ iftttio, p. $4, 85% 

(c) They are full of the ftrongeft hates me, entertain me fo unkindly ? - 
expreflions of love for hey beloved Witnefs your palling by the. end of, 
Lycidas, who at the time of her the ftreet where I live, and fquander- 
writing thefe letters feems to have ing away your time at any Coffee* 
returned her love with,great colclnefs houfe, rather than allow me, what 
and indifference. " I may chance you know in your foul is the greatefc 
(fays (he in her laft letter) from' the blefling of my life, your dear, dull, 
natural inconftancy of my fex, to melancholy company 5 J calL it dull, 
be as falfe as you would wifli, and becaufe you never can be gay or 
leave you in quiet. For as I am fa- merry where Aftrea is* How could' 
tisned I love in vain, and without this indifference poflefs you. when 
return, I am fatisned that nothing, your malicious foul knew I was lan» 
but the thing that hates me, would guiftilngfor you ? I died, I fainted, 
treat me as Lycidas does ; and it is I panted for an hour of what yoa 
only the vanity of being beloved by lavished out, regardleft of me, and 
me can make you countenance a foft- without fo much as thinking on met' 9 ' 
ne/s fo difpleafing to you. How Memoirs of Mrs. Behn, prefixed to 
pould any thing but the man that her novels, p. 69, 70* 

There 
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There are feveral encomiums on Mrs. Behn, prefixed to 
her Lover's watch; among the reft, Mr, Charles Cotton, 
author of Virgil Travefty, compliments her in the following 
lines. 

Some, hands write fomethings well, are elfewhere lame, 
But on all themes your power is the fame, 

v Of Buskin and of Sock you know the pace, 
And tread in both with equal {kill and grace, 
But when you write of love, Aftraea, then 

• Love dips his arrows where you wet your pen, • «, 

{Such charming- lines did never paper grace, 
Soft as your fey, and fmooth as beauty's face. 

Mr. Gildon, who was intimately acquainted with our poetefs, 
{peaks of her in the higheft terms. In his epiftle dedicatory 
to her hiftories and novels, he thus expreffes himfelf. cc Po- 
<c etry, fays he, the fupreme pleafure of the mind, is begot, 
" and born in pleafure, but opprefTed and killed with pain. 
€i This refle&ion ought to raife our admiration of Mr§. 
€€ Behn, whofe genius was of that force, like Homer's, 
*« to maintain it^s -gaiety in the midft of difappointments, 
*< which a woman of her fenfe and merit, ought never to 
c< have met with. , But {he had a great ftrength of mind 
*< and command of thought, being able to write in the 
<c midft of company^ and yet have her fhare of the conver* 
f c fation, which I faw her do in writing Oroonoko, and 
** other parts of the following volumes, in every part of which, 
*' fir, you will find an eafy ftile, and a peculiar happinefs 
«* of thinking. The paflions,'that of love efpetially, fhe 
«* was miftrefs of; and gave us nice &nd tender touches of 
cC them, that, without her name, we might difcover the au-r 
«« thor, as Protogenes did Apelles, by the ftroke of hi? 
f* pencil/ ' 

'; JS.tK, (David) a famous painter, born at Delft in the 
Netherlands. He was under the celebrated Van Dyk, and 
ifeveral ' other celebrated mafters ; his politeneTs of behaviour 
and flail' in h^s profeffion, acquired him high efleem in al- 
raoft all the coufts iof Europe. He was in great favour with 
Charles L king of England,' and taught the principles of 
df^wirtg tohttfons, Charles and James. He was afterwards 
in c the fervice of the kings of France and Denmark, he went 
' next .into the* fervlce of Chriffina queen of Sweden, who e- 
ft&rneti him at a high rate, gave him many rich prefents, 
gnd made him firft gentleman of her bed-chamber. She 
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fejit him alfo to Italy, Spain, France, England, Denmark, 
arid to all the courts of Germany, to take <he portraits of 
the different kings, and princes, and her majefty afterwards 
prefented each of, them with their pictures, which rendered 
the painter very famous, who, we are told, received nine 
golden chains with medals from fo many princes. His man* w «*4 
ner of painting was extremely free and quick, fo that king 
Charles I. told him one day, " he believed he rode on horfe- 
back when he painted." The painters of Rome gave hirn 
the title of the « Golden Sceptre." The following ftorjr 
is related as having happened to Bek. When he was upoa * 
a journey in Germany, he was feized with a fit of illnefs, 
* which weakened him to fuch a degree, that every body 
thought him dead. He was accordingly undrefled, and laid 
on fome ftraw in a room, where two of his fervants were 
drinking a bottle together. One of them propofed to 
the < other, to give a fhare of their wine to the deceas- 
ed, fince it was what he had no averfion to, when 
alive. They accordingly held the glafs to his mouth j the 
fmell thereof having put his fpirits in motion, the fuppofed 
dead man fipped fome drops. The fervant was greatly 
amazed, yet he ftill held the glafs to his mouth, and the 
fick man again drank of the liquor. In this manner he 
came to himfelf by degree*, and lived fome years after, 'till 
2656, when he died at the Hague. 
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BEKKER, (Balthasar) a famous Dutch divine, born 
in the year 1634, at Warthuifen, a village in the 
province of Groningen. He learned the latin tongue at 
home, under his father, and at iixteen years of age, was 
entered at the univerfity of Groningen, where he applied 
himfelf to the ftudy of the Greek and Hebrew languages, 
and made alfo a confiderable proficiency in hiftory and philo- 
fophy. He went afterwards to Franeker, where he fludied 
divinity : He continued here four years and a half, till the 
year 1675, when he was chofen minifter at Oofterlingen, 
a village about fix miles from Franeker. He difcharged his 
duty with great diligence, and found time to read and ex* 
amine the writings of the moil eminent philofophers and 
divines. He kept a conftant correfpondence with Jamet 
Alting, under whom he had ftudied the Hebrew tongue, 
and with the famous Cocceius. Yet he was not blindly 
attached to their opinions, but when he thought they were 
miftaken, he freely propofed his difficulties and obje&ion*. 
In 1665, he took his degree of doctor of divinity, at Frane* pJJJJJjj^ 
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kcr t and the next year was chofen one of the miniffers of 
that city. When, he was mmifter at Oofterlingen, he com- 
pofed afhort catechifm for children, and in 1670, he pub- 
lifted another for perfons of a more advanced age. This 
laft being loudly exclaimed againft by feveral divines, the 
author was profecuted before the ecciefiaftical aflemblies, 
and notwithstanding many learned divines, gave their tefti- 
monies In favour of this catechifm,(A) yet in the fynod 
held in 1671, at Bolfwart in fnezland, it was voted there, 
<c to contain feveral ftrange expreffions^ unfcriptural pa- 
-** fitions, and dangerous opinions, which ought not to be 
c< printed, or being printed, not to be publiflled. How- 
* c ever, that being revifed and corrected, it might be print* 
<c ed." Bekker appealed to the next fynod, which met at 
Franeker, in July, 1672, who chofe a committee of twelve 
deputies, to enquire into this affair, and to finifli it in fix 
weeks. They examined Dr. Bekker's catechilm very care- 
fully, and at laft fubferibed an act in which were the fol- 
lowing words. " That they had altered all fuch expretiions, 
asfeemed to be offenfive, ftrange or uncommon. That they 
had examined fecundum fidei analogiam, what had been ob- 
ferved by the feveral clafles, as unfcriptural ; and that they 
judged Dr. Bekker's book, with their corrections, might 
for the edification of God's church, be printed andpublifhed* 

(a) Francis Burman, profeflbr of " He found this catechifm not only 
divinity at Utrecht, faid, " That orthodox, and agreeable to the holy 
he found in Bekker* s catechifm fcripture, but alfo judged it to be ve- 
found do&rine, deep learning, good ry ufeful and edifying for the church, 
vnderftanding, and a choice eollec- It is true, adds he, that the reve- 
tion of pious teftimonies, as well as rend author, according to the cuf- 
ftrong arguments, and clear expref- torn of other writers, who follow 
fions ; fo that he does not in the their private judgement, has infinuat- 
leaft doubt but this work would be ed here and there his particular opi- 
profitable -to all who mould pe- nion, concerning the fenfe of ; fome 
mfe it.** Chriftopher Willichius, paflages of the Bible, which are not ' 
profeflbr of divinity at Leydcn, faid, explained in the fame manner by all 
*' that he not only obferved nothing our divines ; and though I do not 
In it contrary to the confeffions agree with him in every refped, -yet 
of faith, but alfo that he met with fince our divines, being delivered 
no pallage, that could give the leaft from the yoke of popery, have the 
fufpicion of herefy. That he was liberty to publim their private opt- 
moreover exceedingly pleafed with nions ; I think that fuch fmall diffe- 
the author's method and clear ex- rences, in a work which agrees fo 
premon, as well as with the ufeful well with the fundamentals of chrif • 
truths which he explained ; but a- tianity, ought to be allowed. And 
fcove all, he approved very much, as a diversity of fpiritual gifts is very 
that he had expreffed his thoughts in profitable for the edifying of Cod's 
the very words of the holy fcriptures, church, fo a diverfity of opinions 
or in words which had the fame furnimes u* with an opportunity to 
fenft/* Anthony Fcrizonius faid, enquire more carefully after truth.** 

it 
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it containing feveral whotefome and ufeful inftructions. This 
judgment was approved of by the fynod held at Harlingen 
next year ; but ittch is the conftitutioif of the fynods in 
the feven provinces, that one can annul what another has 
eftablifhed, and Bekker fuffered for two years longer much 
trouble and vexation* 

In 1674, he was- chofen minifter at Loenen, a pleafant 
village fituated upon the river Veght, near Utrecht ; but he 
did not continue here long, for about two years after, he 
was called to Wefop, and in 1679, was chofen minifter 
at Amfterdam. The comet which appeared in 1680 and 
1681, gave him an opportunity of publifting a fmall book 
in low Dutch, intitled, Onderfock over de Kometei, i. e: 
An inquiry concerning Comets, wherein he endeavoured to 
fhew, that comets are not the prefages or forerunners of 
any evil. This piece gained him great reputation, as did 
iikewife bis expofition on the prophet Daniel, wherein he 
gave many proofs of his learning and found judgment; 
but the work which rendered him moft famous, is his De 
betover Wereld, or the World bewitched* He enters into 
an inquiry of the common opinion concerning fpirits, their 
nature and power, authority and a&ions ; as alfo what men 
can do by their power and affiftance. He tells us in his 
preface, that it grieved him to fee the great honours, powers* 
and miracles, which are afcribed to the devil. " It is 
" come to that pafs (fays he) that men think it piety and god- 
" linefs, toafcribe a great many wonders to the devil ; ami 
" impiety and herefy, if a man will not believe that the devil 
<c can do what a thoufand perfons fay he does. It is now 
« reckoned godlinefs, if a man, who fears God, fear alfa 
*' the devil. If .he be not afraid of the devil, he pafles 
u for an Atheift, who does not believe in God, becaufe he 
M cannot think, that there are two Gods, the one good, 
* the other bad. fiat thefe I think with rryich morerea- 
" fon may be called Ditheifts. For my part, if on account 
cc of my opinion, they will give me a new name, let them 
u call me Monotheift, a believer of but one God." The 
work is divided into four books* In the firft he gives an ac- 
count of the opinions of the antient and modern heathens, 
concerning gods and demons, or fpirits ; and from what he 
has colleded on this head, he concludes, that the ceremo- 
nies which have been, or are ftill employed in divination 
and magic, can have no folid foundation, fince they are 
not grounded upon the natural truths, which the feveral 
nations admit, but upon the particular errors with which 
they have defaced them. From the heathens, he comes to 

the 
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the jews, mahometans, and chriftians, arid (hews xbhdt 
opinions they have borrowed from the heathens, and what 
have been grounded, right or wrong* on Tome paffages of* 
the holy fcripture. " Prejudices (fays he) are infufed into 
" our minds, even in our infancy. In that tender age?, 
" children are quieted by means of bugglebows, > , and. 
" bul beggars ; and it has long ago been obferved, that thefe 
*' firft impreffions are fo deep, that they cannot, but with 
. c * thegreateft difficulty, be erafed. When children begin to 
€ * go abroad, and to converfe with other people, they hear 
" the devil mentioned on every occafion, they are told oF 
c< nothing but of the devil, of forcery, of the haunting of 
cc houfes and other places by fpirits, &c* Nay, even parents 
" and matters cannot fcold their children or fcholars, but 
« c they muft call the devil to their affiftance, whofe name is 
<c much oftner in their mouth, than that of God or Chrift.** 
In the fecond book he examines ail the paffages of the holy 
fcripture, which mention either angels or the devil, and 
endeavours to make them agree with his opinion, that the 
devil has not the lead power in this world ; and he fays* 
that fuch paffages as afcribe feveral aftions to good, as well 
as bad fpirits, muft be explained in an allegorical manner. 
, This work raifed a great clamour againft Bekker. The 
coniiftory at Amfterdam, the clafles, and fynods proceeded 
* againft him, and after having fufpended him from the holy 
communion, depofed him at laft from the office of a mi- 
nister. The magiftrates of Amfterdam were fo generous* 
however, as to pay him his falary as long as he lived. A 
very odd medal was ftruck in Holland, on his deposition. 
It reprefented a devil cloathed like a minifter, riding upon 
an afs, and holding a banner in his hand, as a proof of the* 
victory which he gained in the fynods. With the medal 
was publifhed a fmall piece in Dutch, to explain it, in which 
was an account of what had been done in the confiftory, 
clafles and fynods, 

Bekker died of a pleurify, June nth, 1698. 

BELLAI, (William Du) lord of Langei, a French 
general, who fignalized himfelf in the fervice of Francis I. He* 
was alfo an able negotiator, fo that the emperor Charles V. 
Billon. Foit ufed to fay, " that Langey's pen had fought more againft 
incxpungna. him than all the lances of France/' He was fentto ried- 
murduScxcI mont > in quality of viceroy, where he took feveral towns front 
frminin, the imperialists. His addrefs in penetrating into the ene- 
foi 238, mies defigns was furprizing. In this he fpared no expence. 
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md thereby had intelligence of the moft fecret councils of 
the emperor, and his generals. He Was extremely a&ive in Bnntooft 
influencing fome of the univerfities of France, to give their n*" 10 "* 
judgment agreeable to the defirts of Henry VIII. king of, 
England, when thfs prince wanted to divorce his qiieen, in LeGrl||d 
order to marry Anne BuIIen. It was then the intereft of hiftoireda 
France, to favour the king of England in thi ; particular, ditoree de 
it being an affront to the emperor, and a gratification to 'J^iXl ' 
Henry, which might ferve to form a ftrict alliance between i 79 [ 
him and Francis I. He was fent feveral times into Germa- 
ny to the princes of the proteftant league, and was made a 
knight of the order of St. Michael. 

He was alfo a rrfan of learning, having given proofs of 
his abilities and genius as a writer. He compofed feveral 
#orks,(A) the moft remarkable of which was the hiftory of 
his own times in latin, divided into ogdoades, that is, fe- 
veral parts, each confifting of eight books. Moft of this 
toork however has been loft, nothing of it remaining except 
a few fragments, and three or four books, which Martin da 
Bellai, William's brother, has inferted in his memoirs.(B) 

When Langei was in Piedmont, in 1542, he had fome Morcri * 
remarkable intelligence, which he was defirous himfelf 
to communicate to the king, and being extremely 
infirm, he ordered a litter for his conveyance; but 
after having palled the mountain of Tarara, betwixt 
Lyons and Roan, he found himfelf fo extremely bad at St, - 
Saphorin, that he was obliged to ftop there, where he died 
the ninth of January, in the year 1543. He was buried irt 
the church of Mans, and a noble monument was ere&ed to 
his memory. His friends gave him the following epitaph, 

Cy git Langey, qui de plume et d'epee 
A furmonte Ciceron et Pompee. 

<c Here lies Langey, who with his fword and pen, excelled 
u even Cicero and Pompey, 

■ N 

(a) A lift of them is given in the vals, a Gafcon gentleman. 
French Bibliotheques of La troix du (B) Of the ten books of which 

Main, and Du Vcrdier ; M. Bayle this work confills, the 5th, 6th, 7th, 

thi» ks that none of them were ever and 8th (according to Mr. Bayle) 

pintcd* excepting the epitome of the belong to William de Bellai. The 

anticnt Gauls, with foma other entire work of Wil iam contained 

fmall pieces in 1556. A book con- feven ogdoades j the fint treated of 

cerning military difcipline, was ac- the antiquities of the Gauls and 

cording to Mr. Bayle falfly afcribed French. The other fix contained 

to Bellai, the real author being Rat- the reign of Francis I. 
mood de Pa via, Sieur de Forque- 

Vol. II. I Hit 
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His coufin Joachim Bellai, made alfo the two following 

lines in his praife. 

Hie fitus eft Langeius, nil ultra quaere viator* 
Nil melius dici, nil potuit brevius. 

« Here lies Langei ; a(k nothing further, traveller j no- 
" thing better can be faid, nor nothing Qiorter." 

BELLARMIN, (Robert) an Italian Jefuir, and one of 
the moil celebrated controverfial writers of his time. He 
was born at Monte Pulciano, in Tufcany, in the year 1542, 
and was admitted amongft the jefuits, in 1560. In 1569 
he was ordained prieft, at Ghent, by Cornelius Jan fen i us, 
and the year following, taught divinity at Louvairu 
After having lived feven years in the Low Countries, he re- 
turned to Italy,' and in 15 76^ began to read le&ures at Rome 
on points of controverfy. This he did with fo much applaufe* 
that Sextus V. appointed him to accompany his legate into. 
France, in 1590, as a perfon who might be of great fervice, 
in cafe any difpute in religion fhould be neceflary to be 
difcuffed. He returned to Rome about ten months after, 
where he had feveral offices conferred on him by his own fo- 
ciety as well as the pope, and in the year i$99, was creat- 
ed a cardinal. Three years after he had the archbifboprick 
of Capua given him, which he refigned in 1605, when 
the pope, Paul V. dcfired to have him near himfelf. He was 
employed in the affairs of the court of Rome, till the year 
1 621, when finding himfelf declining in health, he left 
the Vatican, and retired to the houfe belonging to the je« 
fuits, where he died the 17th of September, 1621. It ap- 
peared on the day of his funeral, that he was regarded as 
a faint. The Swifs guards belonging to the pope, were placed 
round his coffin, in order to keep off the crowd, which pref- 
fed to touch and kifs the body ; and every thing he made 
Akgambc ufe of was carried away, as venerable relicks. 
fcr^Soc ** is g enera,1 y allowed that Bellarmin did great honour 
Jef. p 409. to his order, and fhat no man ever defended the church of 
Rome and the pope, with more fuccefs. The protectants 
have fo far acknowledged his abilities, that during the 
fpace of forty or fifty years, there was fcarce any confide- 
rable divine amongft them, who did not write againft Bel- 
larmin. Some of his antagonifts publilhed feveral faliities 
againft him, which his party made great advantage of. 
Bellarmin, though a ftrenuous advocate for the romrfe re- 
1 ligion. 


ligion, yet did not agree with the dodrine of the jefuittf 
in fome points, particularly that of predeftination, nor did he 
approve of many expreflions in the romifh litanies ; and 
notwithftanding he allowed many paflages in his writings 
to be altered by his fuperiors, yet in feveral particulars, he 
followed the opinions of St. Auguftin. He wrote mod of 
his works in latin, the principal of which is his body of 
controversy, confiding of four volumes in folio. He there 
handles the queftions in divinity with great method and pre- 
cifion, dating the obje&ions to the doctrines of the romifh 
church, with ftrength and perfpicuity, and anfwering them 
in the moftconcifc manner. Some of the Roman- catholicks 
have been of opinion, that their religion has been hurt by his 
controverfial writings,the arguments of the heretics not being,aa 
they think, confuted with that fuperiority and triumph, which 
the goodne&of the caufe merited. Father Theophilus Ray- 
naud acknowledges, that there are fome perfons who were of 
opinion, that Bellarmin's writings ought to be fupprefled, as 
well becaufe the heretics might make an ill ufe of them, by 
taking what they found in them for their purpofe, and 
the catholicks might be impofed upon by not under* 
(landing the anfwers to the obje&ions. Hence it- 
was that Sir Edwyn Sandys, not being able to meet 
with Bellarmin's works, in any bookfeller's (hop in 
Italy, concluded that they were prohibited to be fold, left 
they fhould make people acquainted with the opinions 
which the author confutes. Befides his body of con- 
troversy, he wrote alfo feveral other books. He has 
left us a commentary on the pfalms ; a treatife on ecclefiaf- 
tical writers ; a difcourfe on indulgences, and the worfhip 
of images ; two treatifes in anfwer to a work of James I. 
of England ; a difiertation on the power of the pope, in 
temporal matters, againft William Barclay; and feveral 
treatifes on devotion, the mod excellent of which is that 
on the duties of bifliops, addrefTed to the bifhops of France. 

Notwithftanding the zeal which Bellarmin had (hewed in 
maintaining the power of the pope over the temporalities of ' 
kings, yet his book, De Romano Ponti fice, was condemned 
by &xtus v, who thought that Bellarmin had done great 
prejudice to the dignity of the pope, by not infifting that 
the power, which Jefus Chrift gave to his vicegerent was 
dire&, but only indirect. What he wrote againft William 
Barclay updn the fame fubjedt, was treated with great in- 
dignity in France, as being contrary to the antient doc* 

I 2t trine, 
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trine, and the rights of the Gallican church. (c) . „ 

Bellarmin is faid to have been a man of great chaftity and 

temperance } and remarkable for his patience. His ftature 

was low, and his mien very indifferent, but the excellence 

< . of his genius might be difcovered from the traces of his coun- 

tbrcusPina* tenance - He exprefled himfelf with Jgreat perfpicuity, and 

coth. j, p. the words which he firft made ufe of to explain his thoughts, 

J7« were generally fo proper, that there appeared no rafure in 

his writings. He has been attacked and defended by fo 

many writers, that a catalogue has been drawn up of both 

parties. A lift of his defenders has been compofed by Be- 

raldus, an Italian. His life has been written by James 

Fuligati, and many particulars relating to him, may like - 

BaiUct. wife be found in Alegambus, Poflevinus, Sponde, &c. 


(c) A decree of parliament was 
drawn up again ft this performance 
in thefe terms. *« The court pro- 
hibits all perfons of what condition 
or quality foever, upon pain of high 
treafon, to receive, retain, com 
municate, print, caufe to be printed, 
or expofe to fale the faid befok ; and 
enjoins thofe, who ihali have an/ 


copies of the faid book, or know e>f 
any perfon who is pofTeflcd of them, 
to declare it immediately to the ufual 
judges, that an enquiry may be made 
after them, at therequelt of the fub- 
ititutes of the Attorney general, and 
to proceed againtt the guilty, a< is 
reasonable. Mercure Franc, vol. »d« 
p. 33, &c. 


BELLEAU, (Remi) .a French Poet, born at Nogent le 
Rotrou, in the territory of Perche and province of Arleanois. 
He lived in the family of Renatus of Lorrain, marquis of 
Elbeuf, general of the French gallies, and attended him in 
his expedition to Italy, in 1557. This prince highly efteem- 
ed Belleau for his courage, and having alfo a high opinion 

Moreri. of his genius and abilities, entrufied him with the educa- 
tion of his fon Charles of Lorraine. Belleau was one of 
the feven poets of his time, who were denominated the 
French Pleiades. He wrote feveral pieces, and tranflated 
the odes of Anacreon into the French language, but in this 
he is thought not to have preferved all the natural beauties 
of the original. His paftoral pieces are in greateft efteem. 

Elog. lib. 13 n; s> verfes in that way, fays Scevola Pammarthanus, are ex- 
prefled with fuch beauty and fimplicity, that they feem to 

Recberchei, f,e. a Jiving pi&ure of what they defcribe. Hence Ropfard 
7» c *p-7» f^yled him the painter of nature, and Panquier called him 
the Anacreon of his age. He wrote alfo an excellent poem 
Qn the nature and difference of precious {tones, which b£ 
fome has been reputed his beft performance, and hence it 
was faid of him, that he had ere&ed for himfelf a monument 
of the moft precious {tones* 

5 Remeau 
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fcemeau died at Paris, in the family of the Duke D* £l- 
teuf, on the 6th of March, 1577. He was interred in 
the church De Peres Auguftmes, near the Pont-neuf. His 
funeral was attended by many of his friends* fome of' whom 
ifrade elogiums to his memory; the following epitaph is faid 
to have been compofed by Pafferatius. 

Noninflestug abis, ocelle vatum, 
Te rfent Hefperii diuque ftebunt j 
Sed plus Hefperiis dolentEoi, 
rfecjam divitibus* tumeht lapillis 
Quin magno ille metus fubeft dolori, 
Audito interitu fui poetae, 
Ne gerftma in lacrym4s liquefcat omnis. 

cc Thou dieft not urilamented, deareft of poets. The 
u Hefperiart regions weep for thee, and long will continue 
<c td do fti. But the eaftem countries ftill more lament thy 
u "death ; nor do they now boaft of their precious ftones, 
(c fearing left every gem fhould melt away into tears for 
" the death of their poet, 1 ' 

BELLEFORET, (Francis de) a French author bom 
September, 1536, near Samatan, a little village of Corti- 
minges in Guienne. He was but feven years of age whert 
he loflr his father ; arid his mother was left in poor circumftan- 
ces, but (he contributed all in her power to his education. Hd 
was ftfpported fome years by the queen of Navarre, fifter 
to Francis I. Some time after he went to fludy at Bour- 
deaux, thence he removed to Touloufe, where inftead of 
applying to the ftudy'of the law, as he intended, he amufed 
himfelf with poetry. He went next to Paris, where he got 
acquainted with fev^ral men of learning, and was honoured 
with the friendfhip of many perfons of quality. He wrote 
a great number of works in the French language, the moft vau^riwV 
confiderable of which are bis hiftbry of the nine Charles's Bib!. Franc, 
of France ; annotations on the books of St. Auguftin ; his P« 3 6 $* •*■ 
univerfal hiftory of the world ; the chronicles of Nicholas 
Gillet, augmented $ a univerfal cofmography j but the moft 
Capital of all is his annals, or general hiftory of France. 
He died at Pafis the ift of January, 1583, and was interred 
in the church of Cordelius, as he had ordered by his will. 

BELLIN, (GENTit) a Venetian painter, born in the 
year 1+21. He was employed by t the republic of Venice, 
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and to him and his brother the Venetians are indebted for 
tjie noble works which are to be feen in the council-hall * 
we are told that Mahomet II. emperor of the Turks, hav- 
ing feen fome of his performances, tiras fo ftruck with them, 
that he wrote to the republic^, entreating them to fend him* 
The painter accordingly went to Conftantinople, where 
he did many excellent pieces. Amongft the reft he painted the 
decollation of St. John the Baptift, whom the Turks re- 
vere as a great prophet. Mahomet admired the proportion 
and fliadowing of the work, but he remarked one defect in 
regard to the flan of the neck, from which the head was 
feparated ; and in order to prove the truth of his obfervation* 
he- fen t for a flave and ordered his head to be ftruck off. 
Diaionatre This fight fo fliQcked.the painter, that he could not be eafy 
STtams 6 *'" ^ e ^ a d b ta in e d his difmiffion, which the Grand Signior 
•ru, granted, and made him a prefent of a gold chain. The 

r,epublick fettled a penfion upon him at his return, and made 
him a knight of St. Mark. He died in the year 1501, in 
the 80th year of his age* 

BELLINI, (Laurence) an eminent phyfician, bora 
at Florence, in the year 1643. After having finifhed 
his ftudies in polite literature, he went to Pifa, where 
he was aflifted by the generality q{ the grand duke 
Ferdinand JL and ftudied under two of the moil learned 
fnen of that age, Oliva and Borelli. Oliva inftru&ed him 
in natural philofophy, and Borelli taught him mathematicks. 
At twenty years of age, he was chofen profeflbr of phi- 
lofophy at Pifa, but did not continue long in this office ; 
for he had acquired fuch a reputation for his ftili in anatomy, 
that the grand duke procured him a profefTorfbip in that 
fcience. This prince was often prefent at bis lec- 
tures, and was highly fatisfied with }ii$ abilities and perform 
rnances. Bellini, after having held his profefTorfhip almoft 
thirty years, accepted of an invitation to Florence, when 
v'ctrtm, b e was about fifty years of age. Here he pra&ifed phyficfc 
ipeipoin with great fuccefs, and was advanced to be firft phyfician 

hanmuTn. He died January 8th, J703, being fixty years of age, 
|«ft. tom. 5, His works were read and explained publicly during his 
f'U*- life, by the famous Scottifh phyfician, Pr. Pitcaiw, pro* 
feffor of phyfic in JL.eyden(M), 

BEM- 

£m) Hp vrrotp the following work*, tuca * «fu renqni, Atnfcrtam, 
I, Ixprcitatjp Anatomica deftr^r 1665, ip i^rao, 
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II. Guftua Organumnovifliml de- fione fanguinis, de fobribua, de mor- 
prehenlum ; praemiflis ad faciliorem bis capitis & pectoris. Bologna. 
totelligentiam quibuidam defapori- 1683, in 4to. Francfort& Leipfic, 
bus. Bologna, 1665, in nmo. i68$,in4to. 

III. G rati arum a&io, ad Ser. He- V. Opufcula aliquot dc urinis de 
trariae ducem. Quaedam Anatomica motu cordis, de motu bills, de mif- 
in epiilola ad Ser. Ferdinand urn II, fione fanguinis. Logduni Batavo- 
ic propofitio mechanica. Pifa 4670. rum. 1696,410. This is dedicated 
in izrao. to Dr. Pitcairn. 

IV. De Urinis & Pulfibus, demif- 

BEMBO, (Peter) a Venetian, of an antient and noble 
family, born in the year 1470. His Father, Bernard, was 
governor of Ravenna, and employed in many important 
negotiations. When he went embaflador to Florence, he 
took his fon along with him, and here it was Peter ac- 
quired that delicacy and purity of ftyle in the Tufcan lan- 
guage, for which he is fo much admired in his works. He 
applied himfelf likewife to the Grecian language, which he 
ftudied at Sicily under Conftantin Lafcaris, and when his 
father went to Ferrara, he accompanied him thither, where 
he went through a courfe of phiiofophy, under Nicholas Leo- 
niceno. His works were much -admired in Italy; but not- Moreri. 
withftanding the elegance of his ftyle, be has been thought 
fometimes to run into affefiation by an improper ufe of the 
latin phrafes (n). He lived a retired life, till the year 
J 5 r 3> when pope LeoX. made choice of him for his fecre- 
tary, but his great application to bufinefs and ftudy, brought 
upon him a bad irate of health, which obliged him, for 
a change of air, to remove to Padua, where he redded in 
1521, when he received the news of the pope's death. He 
then retired to Venice, where he fpent his time very agreea- 
bly aniongft books and men of letters, till the year 1538, 
when pope Paul III, created him a cardinal, and foon 
after gave him the bifhoprick of Bergamo. He difcharged 
the duties of his fun&ion with great fidelity, till the year 
1547, when he died by a hurt which he received on his fide, 

(k) Hoys many abfordities (fays beneficiis" 
tbe author of the art of thinking, Julius Lipfius had likewife be- 
part 3. ch. 19. p. 366. Amfterd. fore this author criticized the latin 
edit. 1685) have fome Italian au- Hyle of Bembo 5 and among other 
thors run into, by a fantaftical affec- things he blames him for faying, 
tation of the Ciceronian tfyle, or that the fenate of Venice wrote to 
what they call pure Lalin ? Who the pope, and bade him, '• put his 
can forbear laughing when Bembo trufl in the immortal Gods, whofe 
fays that a pope was elected by the vicegerent he was on earth.** Uti 
favour and concurrence of the im- jidat Jits imttwr tali bus. Ep. 57. 
mortal Gods, <* Deorum mmortatium Centur. a Mifccll. p. 177. 
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by his horfe's running him againft a wall. He was burteJ 
ip the choir of the church of Minerva, where there is ar* 
epitaph to his memory, comppfed by his fon Torquato Bern- 
bo; and feme time after his death, a very fine marble fta- 
tue was ere&ed for him at Padua, in the famous church of 
$t. Anthony, by his friend Jerome Quirini. John de la/ 
Cafa has written the life of this cardinal, and has given us 
an exa& lift of his Italjan and Laria works. Amongft the 
jatter, there are fixteen books of letters, which he wrote 
for Leo X, when he was his fecretary ; fix books of^ 
familiar epiftles j a dialogue containing the life of Gui Ubal- 
do de Montefeltro, the duke of Urbino ; feveral fpeeches ; 
and the hiftory of Venice in twelve books. He was named 
by the council of ten, to write this hiftory in M30; he 
was defired to take it up where Sa(>ellicus had left it off, and 
to continue it to his own time; which interval compre- 
hended forty-four years ; but he did not accomplifo it, con- 
cluding his work at the death of Julius II Amongft his 
Italian pieces, the poem which he had made upon the death 
pf his brother Charles, is reckoned one of the beft. He 
was efteemed an elegant Latin as well as Italian poet, but 
he has been cenfured tor having publiftied poems that were too 
loofe and immodeft (oj. 

(o) Petnis Bembus elegiaco (car- in prajfe of tfie obfeene part of the 

inin$) cam partem corporis humani human body. Read his elegy vsrhicl* 

tckbravit, fine qua nulla obfeaeriitas begins thus, 

foret. Legatur ejus elegia, cujus One flower my garden yield*, whofo 
jnitium i virtues fuch 

Ante alias omnes, meus hie quas That none like it invites the virgin'* 

educat hortus, touch. 

|Tna pueUares alUcit herba manus, Which poem may be called a moll 

Q^odpocmameritovocarepoflisob, obfeene, elegant piece, or a moft 

fcaenJlTimam elegantiam, autcleganti. ^\e^ant piece of obfeenity. It cojv 

fftmamobfcsnitatem.Uniuset quadra- (jft» of one and forty diftichs. Sca- 

aginta diftichorum eft. "Peter Bern- Hger. confulat. tabulae Burdonunn 

bo has writ a poem in elegiac verfc, p. 323. 

BENEDICT, (St.) the founder of the order of the Be* 

1?mp- 33»« * iedl( ^ :in ^f° n ks, born in Italy, about the year 480. Ho 

edit. Colon, was tent to Rome, when he was very young, and there 

iyUobrog. received the ifirft part of his education. At fourteen years 

pf age he was removed frorfl thence taSublaco, about forty 

tniles diftant. Here }ie lived a moft afcetic life, and (but 

himfelf up in a cavern, where^ no body knew any thing of 

bin) except St. Romanus, who, we are told, ufed to defcend 

fo him by a rope, and to fupply him with provi* 
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fions. : But being afterwards difcovered by the monks of a 
neighbouring monaftery, they chofe him for their abbot. 
Their manners however not agreeing with thofe of Bene- 
did, he returned to his folitude, whither many perfons fol- 
lowed him, and put themfelve^s under his di red ion, fo 
that in a ftort time he built twelve monafteries In 
the year 52P, or the following, he retired to mount Caflino, 
where idolatry was ftill prevalent, there being a temple of 
Apollo ere£ted here. - He inftrudted the people in the adja- 
cent country, and having converted them, he broke the 
image of Apollo, and built two chapels on the mountain. 
Here he founded alfo a monaftery, and inftituted the order 
j>f hi* name, which in time became fo famous and extended 
overall Europe. It was here too that he compofed his Re- 
gula M naehwum (p), which Gregory the great fpeaks of, 
as the moft fenfible and beft wrote piece of that kind ever 
published. Authors are not agreed as to the place where 
Benedict died : Some fay at Mount Caffino, others affirm it 
to have been at Rome when he was fent thither by pope Bo- 
niface. Nor is the year afcertained, fome afTeiting it to 
Jiave been in 542, or 543, and others in 547. St. Gregory 
the great has wrote his life in the fecond book of his dia- 
logues, where he has given a long detail of the miracles 
(aid to have been performed by this holy perfon. 

(?) M. Dp Pin,in his nouvelie bib- afcribed to him, as particularly, a 

Uctheque dc< auteurs ecclefiaftiques, letter to St. Maurus j a fermon upoo 

fays, that this is the only genuine the deceafe of St. Maurus ; a fzr* 

work of St. Benedid. There have mon upon the paflion of St. Placi- 

fwen feveral editions of this rule. dus and his companions ; and a dif* 

Several other traces ar« however courfeDe ordine monafterii. 

BENEFIELD, (Sebastian) a learned Englifh divine, 
0f the feventeenth century, born at Preftbury, in Glocefter- 
(hire, Auguft 12th, 1559. He was admitted a fcholar of 
Corpus Chrifti College, in Oxford, Auguft 30th, 1586, 
and chofen probationer-fellow, April 16th, 1590, After 
he had taken his degree of mafter of arts, he entered into 
holy orders; and in 1599, was appointed rhetorick reader 
in his college, and the year following admitted to the read- 
jngof the fentences. In 1608, he took the degree of do&or 
Of divinity, and five years after, was appointed margarefc 
profeflbr of divinity, in that univerfity. He difcharged this 
pffice with great fuccefs for fourteen years, when he re- 
figned it* and retired to his re&ory of Meyfey Hampton* 
negr Fairford^ in Qlocefterfhire, which he had been induc- 
ed 
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ed into, fevcral years before. He fpent here the remainder 
of his life •> and was eminent for piety, integrity, and ex- 
tenfive learning. He was well (killed in all arts of know- 
ledge, and extremely converfant in the writings of the fa- 
thers and (choolmen. Some perfons have accufed him as 
a fchifmatic; but Dr. Ravis, biflbop of London, approved 
of him as free from fchifm, and much abounding in fcience. 
He was a fedentary man, and fond of retirement, which 
rendered him lefs eafy and affable in converfation ; he was 
Wood's A- particularly attached to the opinions of Calvin, efpeciaily 
then. Ox- that of predeftination ; fo that he has been ftiled a down- 
•n. vol. i . r ;ght and do&rinal Calvinift. He died at Mefey-Hamptoji, 
* 547 * Auguft 24th, 1630, and was buried in the chancel of the 
church, on the 29th of the fame month (qJ. 

(q} He wrote the following treatifet, ^k . <A Commentary, or Exposition 

1. Doclrinae Chriftiana? fex capita upon the firft chapter of Amos, de- 

totidem'pracleclionibusinfcholaTheo- livered in * I fermons, in the parifh 

log. Oxon. pro forma habitis difcufla church of Mey fey- Hampton, in the 

v fcdefceptata. Oxford 1610, 4(0. diocefe of Gtocefter. Oxford, 1613, 

'*C 2. Appendix ad caput fecundum in 4-to. 

^ de^conciliis Evangelicis Sc cet. ad- 6. Several fermons. 

Verfus^tfumphredum Leech. 5* 7* Commentary, or Expofition, 

^ ?; *. Eight fermons publicly preach- upon the fecond chapter of Amos , 

^ ed in the University of Oxford, the delivered in 21 fermons, in the pa* 

' fecond at St. Peters in the eaft, rim church of Mey fey- Hampton, &c. 

the reft at St. Mary* s church. Ox- London, 1620, in 4to. 

ford, 1614, in 4to. £ 8. Praele&iones de perfeverantia 

!*i 4. The fin againft the Holy Ghoft, fanclorum. Francfort, 1618, in 

and other Chriftian doctrines, de- 8vo. 

livered in twelve fermons, upon part y ^ Commentary or Expofition on 

of the tenth chapter of the epiftle to / the third chapter of Amos, &c. 

the Hebrews. Oxford, 16x5, in London, 1629, in 4to. 

4to. >«*. A Latin Sermon upon Revel. 

v. 10. in 4to. 
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BEN J, (Paul) profeffor of eloquence in the univerfity 
of Padua. He was a Greek by nation, according to Mr* 
oovrageVdei Bayle, though other authors affirm, that he was born at 
s»vam Dec- Eugubio, in the dutchy of Urbino. He was in the fociety 

'Is 0, P * °* J c ^ u * ts ^ or ^ omc t ' me » but quitted them upon their re- 
futing to give him permiffion to publifh a commentary on 
the feaft of Plato. He was a great critic, and main- 
tained a difpute.with the academy de la Crufca, of Florence. 
He publiflied a treatife againft their Italian dictionary, under 
the title of Anti-crufca, ar Paragons delta lingua Italiana. H« 
had likewife another conteft with the fame academy in re- 
gard to Taflb, whofe defence he undertook, and publifh ed 
two pieces on this fubjeft. In one of which he compares 
Taflb to Virgil, and Arioftoto Homer, in fome particulars 
giving Taflb the preference to thefe two antiems, in the 0- 
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ther piece he anfwers the critical cenfures which had been 
made againft this author. He publifhed alio fome difcourfes 
upon the Pallor Fido of Guarini. Thefe pieces which we 
have mentioned, were in Italian 5 but he has left a greater 
number of works in Latin (r). He died the 12th of Fe- 
bruary, 1625. 

(it) Morerr mentions the following, 5. Difpenfatio de Baronii annall- 

x . Commentarii, in 6 lib. priores bus. 

Vii-gilii. 6. Difputatio de hHloria. 

a. Commentarii in Ariftotelispoe- 7. Difymtatto de auxiliis. 

ticam et lib. Rhetor. 8. Orationes 75. 

5. Commentarii in Salluftium. 9. Decades tres in Platonis Ti- 

4. Platonis Poetica ex dialogis mcum. 
colte&a. 

BENNET, (Henry) Earl of Arlington, was defceoded 
ef an ancient family feated at Arlington in Middlefefr, and 
fccond fon of fir John Bennet, knight ; by Dorothy, 
daughter of fir John Crofts, of Saxam in Norfolk, knight. 
He was born in the year 1618, and after being inftruded Wood . f 
in grammar learning in his father's h6ufe, was fent to Chrift- Faft. o«»~ 
church in Oxford, where he took the degree of matter of vo *»«*°l« 
arts, and diftinguifbed himfelf by histurn for Englifh 15 
poetry. Upon the king's coming to Oxford, after the 
breaking out of the civil war, he entered himfelf a 
volunteer; and was afterwards made choice of by George lord 
pigby, fecretary of ftate, to be his under-fecretary. He 
wasprefent in the rencounter at Andover, in which he receiv- 
ed feveral wounds. When he could no longer remain in Eng- 
land with fafety, he went to France, and from thence to 
Italy, On his return to France in 1649, ne became fe- 
cretary to the duke of York. In 1658, king Charles II. 
who placed great confidence in him, knighted him at Bru- 
ges, and fent him in quality of his minifter to the court of 
Madrid. After the king's reftoration he recalled him from 
Madrid, and appointed him privy purfe, O&oher 2d 1662, 
he was nominated fecretary of ftate, in the room of lir 
Edward Nicholas. September 28th, 1663, the univerfity of 
Oxford Conferred upon him the degree of doctor of laws* 
On the 14th of March following, he was created baron of 
Arlington in MiddJefex. At this time he had, as fecretary, 
alrnoft the fole management of foreign affairs, and his ca- 
pacity was equal to his pofts(D). He bad a great hand in 

the 

Sir William 

{*) On the recommendation of Mr. Temple, afterwards fir William m0i ] ls vol. 
the diifee of Onaond, he brought Temple, into buiincfs, and em-j* lt p / 7 ^, 

ployed 
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the firft Dutch war, but he likewife appears to have had 
no fmall fhare in the negociations for peace. A new fet 
of minifters having, under pretence of their influence over 
the parliament, raifed themfelves to power, Jord Arlington 
declined in his credit with the king ; but as he had been 
long in buiinefs, and loved a court, and wis defirbus of 
power, he continued to aft as fecretary of ftate under the 
new admin iftration, and became one of the cabinet council 
diftingui&cd by the narfle of the Cabal (e). A defign was fet 
on toot te* change the coriftitutton into an a-bforute monarchy, 
but no writer charges lord Arlington with having a (hare 
in it ; nor did he a£t farther than his office as fecretary of 
ftate obliged him to ad in the breach which the other violent 
members of the cabal pufhed the king to make with Hoi* 

Biogr. Brit. land. 

April 12, 1672, he was raifed to the dignity of earl of 
Arlington, in Middlesex, and vifcount The t ford, in Nor- 
folk : and on the fifteenth of June following, was made a 
krright of the garter. Sfcon after he was fent to Utrecht 
with the (hike of Buckingham and the, earl of Halifax to 

Rjpm. -vert. tTtzt tf a pe ZCt between the allies, and the ftateS-eeneral ; 
but thusnegociation had no effect. 

The houfe of commons, difliking the war againft Hol- 
land, determined to call the advifers and promoters of it 
to an account. They firft attacked the duke of Lauderdale, 
tfnd next the duke of Buckingham, who, being admitted 
to be heard, endeavoured to throw all the odium upon the 
carl of Arlington, and this lord's anfwer not fatisfyingthe 
commons, articles of impeachment were drawn up, charg- 
ing him with having been a conftant and vehernent promfc* 
ter of popery and popifh counfels ; with having been guilty 
of many undue practices to promote his own greatnefs ; 
with having embezzled the treafure of the nation, and falfely 
and treacheroufly betrayed the important truft repofed in 
Jiirn as a counfellor and principal fecretary of fiate. He 

ployed Mm in the treaty with the the initial letter* of their titles, via, 

fcimop of Muniler, for attacking the Clifford, Aihley, (afterwards Shat- 

Dutch by land, while we did it by telbury), Buckingham, Arlington, 

fea. Temple's works, vol. ii. p. Lauderdale. They Had all of them 

t, 51. Burnet tells us, (Hift. of great ' prefents from France, betides] 

his own times, vol. i. p 37?*) That what was openly given them. Tho 

Arlington afterwards threw him on? French ambaflador gave each of them 

when he went into the French int$- a picture of the king of France fet in* 

fell and made one of the cabal. diamonds to the value of 3000 1. 
(*} This name was compofed of 
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appeared before the houfe of commons, and fpoke much 
better than was expe&ed. He excufed himfelf, buc with- 
out blaming the king. And this had fo good an effeft* 
that though he, as fecretary of ftate, was more expofed 
than any other man, by the many warrants and orders he 
had figned, yet he was acquitted, though by a fmall majo- 
rity^). In the- mean time he continued to prefs the king 
to a feparate peace with the Dutch, in which he happily 
fucceeded (h). Having refigned his poll of fecretary, he was 
made lord chamberlain on the nth of September, 1674, 
with this public reafon given, that it was in confederation 
Of his long and faithful fervice, particularly in the execu- J*"fMtfi 
tion of his office of principal fecretary of flate, for the (pace V oUii*£ 
of twelve years. Soon after, he made a frefh trial for re- 4!]. 
covering the king's confidence (1), by offering to go over to 
Holland, with the earl of OfTory ; he told the king that 
he did not doubt but he would bring the prince of Orange 
into an entire dependance on his uncle, and in particular di(» 
pofe him to a general peace ; on which the king was much 
fet, it being earneftly defired by France. It was 3 ike wife 
believed that he had orders to give tbe prince hopes of mar- 
rying the duke of York's daughter, lady Mary, whom he 
afterwards did marry. This journey proved altogether un- 

fuccefsful ; 

(c) He was brought off by the ing a thing that went more againft 

perfonal friendship of a noble perfon his heart than lofing his right hand* 

pearly allied to him, viz. the earl of He had figned a peace with the 

Oflbry, elded fon to the duke of Dutch. He faw nothing could con- 

Ormond, and married to Arlington's tent the Houfe of Commons, or draw, 

wife's filler, and then the moft po- money from them; and lord Ar- 

pular man of his quality in England, lington had prefied him fo hard, 

who ftood for five days that the that he hail flood out till he was wea- 

debate lafted, in the lobby of the ly of his life. He faw it was impof. 

Houfe of Commons, and follicited fible for him to carry on the war 

the members in his favour, as they without fupplies j of which it was 

entered the houfe : This brought plain he could have no hopes. The 

Over fome of the moft violent men bimop farther tells us, that Arling- 

oa the other fide, and induced others ton, who had brought 'about the 

to attend who might prohably have peace, ' was fo entirely loft by. it, 

declined it. Carte's life of the ' that though he knew too much of 

duke of Ormond. Hiftory of the ' the fecret to be ill ufed, yet he 

reign of Charles II. Biogr. Brit. ' could never recover the ground he 

(h) Bi/hop Burnet tel!s us, that ' had loft.' 

after figning the treaty, at the lord (1) Danby having fucceeded lord J 

Arlington's office, the king came Clifford, in the office of lord High, 

lip immediately into the drawing* treafurer; which had ever been the 

room, where feeing Ro uvigny, the height of lord Arlington's ambition ; 

French embaiTadcr, he took him a* the latter had conceived an impla- 

fkdc, and told him he had been do- cable hatred againft him, and ufed 

his 
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fucccfsful ; (k) and his credit was fo much funk that feveral 
perfons at court took the liberty to act and mimick his perfbri 
and behaviour, as had been formerly done againft the lord 
chancellor Clarendon ; and it became a common jeft for fome 
courtier to put a black patch upon , his nofe, and ftrut about 
with a white ftaff in his hand, in order to make the king 
merry. The king's coldnefs, or perhaps difpleafure, is believ- 
ed to have proceeded from Arlington's late turningtowards the 
popular ft ream, and more efpeci ally his outward proceedings 
Echird'i againft the papifts, when the court believed him to be one 
****• J* inwardly himfelf. With regard to this, a remarkable ftory is 
axf! ' P§ to ^ ty Echard, namely, that colonel Richard Talbot, after- 
wards earl of Tyrconel, having been fome time abfent from 

the 

his utmoft efforts to fupplant him 5 loft him entirely, fo that all his en- 
bat in vain. Arlington had like- deavours afterwards could not beget 
■wife loft the affection of the duke any confidence in him. The lord Ar- 
of York, by advifing his being fent lington (fays Temple) after his re* 
from court. Burnet, Hift. of his own turn was received but coldly by the 
times. Vol* i. p. 394, 5. king, and ill by the duke, who was 
(k) Sir William Temple tells us, angry that any mention mould be 
that the Penfionary de Wit, and made of his daughter the lady Mary, 
Count Waldeck perceived that Ar- though it was only done by the lord 
lington's bent was to draw the prince Oflbry, and whether with order 
into fuch meafures of a peace as from the king, or not, was not 
France then fo much defired j into a known ; fo that never any drain of 
difcovery of thofe perfons who had court- (kill and contrivance fucceeded 
made advances to the prince or the fo unfortunately as this had done, 
dates of raiting commotions in Eng- and fo contrary to all the ends which 
land during the late war ; into fe- the author of it propofed to himfelf. 
cret meafures with the king, of Inftead of advancing the peace, he 
alftfting him agianft any rebels at left it defperate ; inftead of eftablifti- 
fcome, as well as enemies abroad, ing a friendship between the king and 
and into hopes or defigns of a match the prince 3 he left all colder than he 
with the duke's eldeft daughter. But found it ; inftead of entering into 
the prince would not enter at all great perfonal confidence and friend- 
into the firft, was obftinate againft ihip with the prince, he left an un- 
rhe fecond, treated the third as dif- kindnefs which lafted ever after 5 
refpeft to the king, to think that he inftead of retrieving his own ere- 
fiiould be fo ill beloved, or fo im- dit at court, which he found wain- 
prudent to need it; and upon men- ing by the increafe of lord Danby *&, 
tion made by lord Oflbry of the laft, he made an end of all that he had left 
he took no further hold of it, than with the king, who never after- 
faying, that his fortunes were not in wards ufed him with any confidence 
a condition for him to think of a further than the forms of his place, 
wife. Temple's works, vol. i. p. and found alfo the lord treafurer's 
397* We are informed by Burnet, credit with the king, more advanced 
that lord Arlington talked to the in fix weeks which he had been a* 
prince in the ftrain of a governor ; way, than it had in many months 
and feemed to prefume too much on before. Temple's works, vol. i. p. 
his youth and want of experience. 398. 
But inftea4 of prevailing on him, 
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the court, upon bis return found the earl of Arlington's credit 
extremely lowland feeing him one day a£ted by a perfon with 
a -patch andftaff, he took occafion to expoftulate this matter 
with the king, with whom he was very familiar, remonftrat- 
ing, how very hard it was, that poor Harry Bennet (hould be 
thus ufed,after he had fo long and faithfully ferved his raajefty, 
and followed him every where in his exile. The king here- 
upon began to complain too, declaring what caufe he had 
to be diflatis(ied with Harry Bennet's conduit, who had of 
late behaved himfelf after a, ftrange manner ; for not content 
to come to prayers as others did, he mud be conftant at facra- 
ments too. Why, faid Talbot, interrupting the king, does not 
your majefty do the fame thing? God's fi(h, replied the king 
with fome heat, I hope there is a difference between Harry 
Bennet and me. Neverthelefs lord Arlington was continued 
in his office, and in the privy-council in all the changes it 
underwent, and at his majefty's deceafe, king James con- 
firmed him in his office of chamberlain, which he held to 
the day of his death, July 28, 1685. By his ladylfabella, 
daughter to Lewis de Naflau, lord Beverwaert, he had one 
daughter Ifabella, who married, Auguft ift, 1672, Henry 
earl of Eufton, fon to kirig Charles II. by the duchefs 
of Cleveland, created afterwards duke of Grafton. 

" He was, according to bifhop Burnet, a proud man : 
" his parts were folid but not quick ; he had the art of ob~ 
" ferving the king's temper, and managing it, beyond all 
• c the men of that time. He was believed a papift, he 
<€ had once profeffed it, and when he died he again recon- 
" ciled himfelf to that church : yet in the whole courfe of 
" his miniftry he feemed to have made it a maxim, that the 
** king ought to (hew no favour to popery, but that his 
** whole affairs would be fpoiled, if ever he turned that way ; 
" which made the papifts become his mortal enemies, and 
" accufe him as an apoftate and the betrayer of their in- 
*« terefts." 

BENNET (Dr. Thomas) was born at Salifbury, May 7, 
1673. From the frce-fchool in that city, he was removed to St. 
John's college, Cambridge, where he took his degrees in arts, 
and afterwards became a fellow of the college. In 1 699 he 
published an Anfwer to the DilTenters pleas for reparation, or 
an Abridgment of the London Cafes. The following year, 
taking a journey to viiit his friend Mr. John Rayne, redtor 
of St. James's in Colchefter, and finding him dead, he 
preached his funeral ferrnon, with which the inhabitants 

were 
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were fo highly pleafed, that they warmly recommended Mr. 
Bennet to Dr. Compton, bifliop of London* who there- 
upon prefented hkn to that living. The other livings in the 
town being very indifferently provided for, he was extremely 
followed, and his afliftance defired upon all occafions \ fo 
that he was minifter not only of one parifh, but even in a 
manner of the whole city. The fame year he publifhed at 
Cambridge his Confutation of Popery (k) In 1702, he 
publittied a trad relative to the feparation of the dHTenters* 
intitled, ADifcourfeof Schifm (l). This book being animad- 
verted upon by Mr. Shepherd, one of the diffenting minifter* 
to whom it was addreffed by way of letter, the year follow- 
ing he fent abroad a defence of it. The fame year he pub&ftied 
his Anfwer to Mr. Shepherd's Considerations on the difcourfe of 
Schifm j and alfo a treatife intitled, Devotions (m). In 1705, he 

printed 


(k) Ie was divided into three parts. 
1. The centre vtriy concerning tie 
l*iile of fiith is determined. *. The 
particular doclrines of the church of 
Rome are confuted. 3. The Popifh 
objections againft the church ofEng- 
land are anfwered. A paflige in 
the firft part of this difcourfe (hews, 
that Mr. Bennet did not confider the 
authority of the antient father?, as 
at all neceflary or decifive in contro- 
verfies of religion; for having ob- 
ferved, that when men are obfti- 
nately fet againfc an opinion, the 
tare found of a Scripture phrafe 
frail be called a condemnation of it, 
and thofe that (hall venture to de- 
fend it, mud expect to be charged 
with nothing lefs than herefy and 
eppoHng the fcripture ; he proceeds 
thus: <( The antient fathers la- 
€t boured under the fame misfor- 
4e tune. Though they were emi- 
•* ncntly pious, yet they felt the 
" biafs of corrupt nature; This is 
** evident from their writings, in 
* c which they have fliewn themfelves 
" to be but men. We that live at 
**a diftance, and are not immedi- 
" ately interested in their difputes, 
** can obferve divers instances of 
" weaknefs, which we ought to 
u pity, becaufe they are neceflary 
44 frailties. They do fometimes load 
** their adverfaries with fuch charges 
" aa.we can hardly efteem juft, and 


u aggravate feme things, perhapi 
beyond their due meafure, Theyr 
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do fometimes infift upon the flight-* 
eft matters in the heat of their 
difputes 5 and lay greatttrefs up* 
on feme arguments which we can* 
mot think conclufive. When thej 
were pofleflcd of an opinion, they 
feemed as eager in the defence of 
it a$ their fucceflbrs 5 and there- 
fore we muft not think it ftrange 
if they were fometimes too hafty, 
" and took thofe things for fubftan- 
tial proofs, which when narrowly 
fearched by thofe, who have rriorc 
leifurs and cooler thoughts, ap- 
pear to have been little or nothing 
to the purpofe." Gen- Di&. 
(l) Shewing, 1. What is meant 
by Schifm. 2. That Schifm is a 
damnable fin. 3. That there is g 
Schifm between the eftabliflicd church 
of England and the diflcnters. 4. 
That this Schifm is to be charged on 
the diffenters fide. 5. That the 
modern pretences of toleration, a- 
greement in fundamentals, &c. will 
not excufe the duTenters from being 
guilty of Schifm. 

(m) viz. Confeftions, Petitions^ 
Interceflion*, and thankfgivingt, 
for every day of the week, and *lfo 
before, at, and after the facrament, 
with occasional prayers for all pvr- 
fons whatsoever. * 
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printed at Cambridge, bis Confutation of Quakerifm, and 
in 1708, A brief hiftory of the joint ufe of precompofed fet 
forms of prayer (n). In this year I ike wife came abroad his 
diicourfe of Joint Prayers (o). In 1709, he publifhed in 
8vo. his Paraphrafe with annotations upon the book of Com- 
mon-prayer. In this treatife he obferves, that the ufing of s 
the morning- prayer, the litany, and communion-fervice, 
at one and the fame time in one continued order, is contra- 
rjr to the firft intention and pra&ice of the church. The 
next piece he made public was a fermon recommending 
charity- fchools, preached at St. James's church in Colchefler, 
March ioth, 1710, and publifhed at the requeft of the 
traftees. The fame year he wrote A letter to Mr. B. Ro- 
binfon, occafioned by his review of the cafe of liturgies and 
their impofition : and foon after, a fecond letter upon the fame v 
fiibjed. The year following, he fent abroad his Rights of the 
-clergy in the chriftian church, wherein be aflerts, that church 
authority is not derived from the people, that the laity have 
no divine right to clefl the clergy, nor to choofe their own 
particular paftors* About this time he took the degree of 
do&or in divinity. In 17 11, he publifhed at London, his 
Directions for ftudying, I. A general fyftem of divinity. II. B5o r# ^ t 
The thirty-nine articles. To which is added, St. Jerom's 
epiftle to Nepotianus. The fame year was publifhed his 
cflay on the thirty-nine articles of religion, agreed on in 
1562, and revued in 1571 (p). Before the publication of 

this 

(h) In wfcich he endeavours to ceived ex tempore, hinders devotion, 

ew, 1. That the antient Jews, and confequently difpleafes God j 

our Saviour, his Apoftles, and the whereas the joint ufe of fuch pre* 

primitive Chriftians, never joined in compofed fet forms, as the congre* 

asy prayers, but precompofed fet gation is accuftomed to, and through* 

forms only. 2. That thofe precom- \y acquainted with, does effec* 

pofed fet forms, in which they join- tually promote devotion, and con* 

ed, were fuch as the refpedive con- fequently is commanded by God* 

gregations were accuftomed to, and 3. That the lay diftenters are ob- v 

throughly acquainted with. 3. That liged, upon their own principles) to 

their practice warrants the impofi- abhor the prayers offered in theit 

tion of a national precompofed li- feparate afiemblies, and to join in 

ttirgy. To this treatife he has an- communion with the eftahlifiied 

nexed, A difcourfe of the gift of church. This treatife was animad* 

prayer, the intent of which is to (hew, verted upon in feveral pieces, 

that what the diflenters mean by the (?) The text being firft exhibited 

gift of prayer, viz, a faculty of con- in Latin and Englifh, and the minac* 

«eiving prayers ex tempore, is not eft variations of eighteen of the m*A* 

comprifed in fcripture. antient and authentic copies careftrtl|r 

(o) In this piece he (hews, 1. noted, an account is Riven of titer 

'What is meant by joint prayer, proceedings of convocation in form* . 

%• That the joint ufe 91 prayers con- ing and fettling the text of the arti* 

' ckt 1 

Vox,. II» K 
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this book, be found it neceflary to leave ColcKefter. Tft«? 
other livings being filled up with men of merit and char after, 
in which he was highly inftrumental, his large congregation 
and his fubfcri prions, which amounted to near 300 i. a year, 
fell off fo, that the income of his two livings of St. James's 
and St. Nicholas) did not amount to 60 1. Wherefore he 
removed to London, and was appointed deputy- chaplain 
to Chelfea-hofpital, under Dr. Cannon. Soon after bap* 
.pening to preach the funeral fermon of his friend Mr* 
Erington, le&urer of St. Olaves, in- Southwark, it was 
fo highly approved of by that parifli, that he was unani- 
moufly chofen lecturer without the leaft folicitation. We 
find him in 1716, morning* preacher at St. Laurence 
Jewry ; and foon after he was prefented by the dean and 
chapter of St. Pauls, to the vicarage of St. Giles's Cripple- 
gate, worth near 5 00 1. a year. Whilft in this ftation he 
was engaged in feveral expenfive lawfuits, in defence of 
the rights of that church, to which he recovered i5ol.per 
Annum. In 171 6, he publilhed a pamphlet in titled, «' 1 he 
*' Nonjurors reparation from the public aflfemblies of the 
*' church of England examined, and proved to be fchif- 
44 matical upon their own principles j" and the " Cafe of 
<c the reformed epifcopal churches, in Great- Poland, and 
c * Polifli Pruffia, in a fermon preached at St. Lawrence 
" Jewry in the morning, and at St. Olaves, Southwark, in 
IC the afternoon ; (s) two editions of which were publilhed 
the fame year. In 1717, he publifhed a fpital fermon be- 
fore the lord mayor, aldermen, &c. of London. And 
in 17 1 8, came abroad his " Difcourfe of the everblefled 
« c Trinity in Unity, with an examination of doctor Clark's 


*clcs ; the controverted claufe of the rtate, with an account of the fenf* 
twentieth article is demonftrated of our Englifh laws, and the judg~ 
to be genuine; and the cafe of fub- ment of archbifliop Cranmer, re* 
fcription to the articles is con fide red lating to that point. But that the 
in point of law, hiftory and con- bulk of thofe papers being increafed 
fcience, with a prefatory epiftle to fo very much beyond his expectation, 
Anthony Collins, efqj wherein the he was induced to caft what re- 
egregious falftioods of the author of mained into a fecond part, which 
Prieftrcaft in perfection are expofed. fliould be publifhed with all conve- 
In the preface, dated at Colcherter, nient fpeed. But it was never fi« 
January 13, 1 710, he tells us, that niflied by him, though about four 
lie intended to have added his though rs chapters of it were actually printed 
•oncerning church-cenfures, and o- off. 

ther weighty matters, and to have ($) This was occafioned by a book 

annexed a difcourfe concerning the intitled, A collection of papers, writ- 

jadepcndency of the church on the ten by the late K. K. George Hicks, 

** Scrip- 
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* c Scripture Doclrine of the Trinity;" (t) in which he treats 
doctor Clarke with great decency and civility. In 1726, he 
publifhed his Hebrew Grammar, (u) He died of an apo- 
plexy at London, O&ober the 9th, 1728, aged fifty-five. 

• 

D. D. 1716, in which the church of animadverted upon by Thomas Em- ~ 
England was charged with herefy, lyn, in. a piece published in 1718, ' i 
fchifm, perjury, and treafon. Dr. intitled, Dr. Bennetts new theory 1 
Bennet's traft proved however un- of the Trinity examined, or fome 
fatisfa&ory to many perfons ; and considerations on his difcourfe of the 
feveral replies were made to it, ever blened Trinity in Unity, and 
particularly in a pamphlet intitled, his examination of Dr. Clark 1 s fcrip- 
The Layman's Vindication of the ture doctrine of the Trinity. It 
Church of England, as well againft was alfo replied to in another trac>, 
Mr. Howell's charge of fchifm, as printed in 17 19, under the title of 
againft Dr. Bennet's pretended an- A modeft plea for the baptifmal and 
fwer to it ; and another, dated Oc*- fcripture notion of the Trinity j 
tober the 2 2d, 1716, and intitled, wherein the Schemes of the revc- 
t>r. Ben net's conceiTions to. the non- rend Dr. Bennet, and Clarke, are 
Jurors, proved to be deftru&ivc to the compared, by Mr. John Jackfon, 
caufe which he endeavours to de- redor of Roflington, in Yorkshire, 
fend, as they make the nonjurors to (u) The title is Thomas Bennet, 
be catholicks, and his own commu- S. T. P. Grammatica Hebraea, cum 
cion to be ichifmatical j in a letter uberrima Praxi, in ufum Tironum, 
to a friend. London* 1717, in fcro. qoilinguaraHebream abiq.praecepto- 
Mr. James Pierce, an eminent diuen- ris viva voce (idq.in breviiftmo tern- 
ting minifter, wrote likewife A letter poris compendio) edifcere cupiunt, 
to Dr. Bennet, occafioned by his late Accedit confilium de Audio praeci- 
tfeatife concerning the nonjurors fe- puarum lingua rum orientalium, He- 
paration, &c. dated at Exeter, No- brae fcil. Chaldsee, Syne, Sama- / 
vsember the 13th, 1716, and print- ritanae, Se Arabic*, inftituendo U 
ed in 1 7 17. perficiendo. 
(t) This difcouffe was afterwards 

BENNET, (Cristopher) was born in Somerfetfhire, Bio i r Britf 
about the year 1617, and educated at Lincoln- college, Ox- 
ford, where he was entered a commoner, in the year 
1632. After taking both his degrees in arts, he entered 
upon the phyfic line, and afterwards was elected a fellow 
of the college of phyficians in London, where he praftifed* 
with fuccefs. He died in April 1655. His writings are 

Theatri tabidorum veftibulum. Exercitationes diagnoflicac 

cum hiftoriis demonftrativis, quibus alimentorum et fan-, 
guinis vitia deteguntur in plerifque morbis. He alfo cor- 
rected and enlarged do&or Moufet's treatife entitled, Health's - 
improvement. 

BENOIT, (RENATUs)a famous doctor of the Sorbonne, 
born at Sevcnieres, near Angers, He was a fecret favourer . 


t 
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ef the proteftant religion, and being defirotis that bis coun- 
trymen might have the Bible to read in their own tongue, 
be publifhed a French tranflation, by the reformed mi- 
niftera at Geneva > which, though it was approved of by feve- 
ral do&ors of the Sorbonne, before it went to prefs ; and 
UttnHe king Charles IX. had granted a privilege for the printing 

S^otai °^ ll ' ^ Ct M ^°° n a5 lt WaS P u ^^ e ^» lt was condemned. 
affe. In 1587* king Henry HI. appointed Benoit reader and re- 

fiua profeflbr of divinity in die college of Navarre, at Paris; 
le had been, before that time, confeflbr to Mary queen of 
Scots, during her ftay in France, and attended ner when 
file returned into Scotland. Some time before the death 
of Henry III. Benoit publifhed a book iatitled* " Apologie 
Catholique ;" in which he endeavoured to prove, that the 
proteftant religion which Henry king of Navarre profef- 
fed, was not a fufficient reafon to deprive him of his right 
KWiotk pf fucceffion to the crown of France* After the murther of 
SIT* p. Henry III. an anfwer was written to this book, to which 
St*» Dr. fienoit made a reply (a). When king Henry IV. had 

refolved to embrace the Roman Cathdick religion* he wrote 
to Benoit, commanding him to come and meet him. Be* 
noit confulted thereupon with the pope's teeate, who was 
then at Paris, but he advifed him to return for anfwer, that 
fee could not go without the pope's permUSon. However 
Benoit affifted fome time after at the conference held at St. 
Dennis, where it was refolved, that the king having given* 
fufficient proofs of his faith and repentance, might be re- 
conciled .to the church without waiting for the pope's con* 
*fAvunt, fent. Benoit alfo affifted at that aflembly, in which king 
Re. too* Henry abjured the reformed religion, and having embraced 
3*** the Roman Catholic faith, was abiblved by the archbifhop 

of Bourges. The king promoted him afterwards, in the 
rear 1697, to the biihoprick of Troyea in Champagne» 
be could never obtain the pope's bulls* to be infraa'd. 


£ : 


(a) This reply contains fix chap- pubBekty or lawfully before the coun- 
ters, in which the author endeavours cil of Trent* 4. That that council 
to (hew, 1. That the Roman Ca- is not a lawful one* 5. That it is 
fholicks and the Huguenots have the not admitted in France. &. That 
fame faith, a. That they both dif- therefore the Huguenots muft be 
ferfrom the primitive church in mat- confidered as true members of the 
ters of ceremony 5 that therefore the catholic, apoftolic,and Roman church* 
latter ought not to be condemned Biblioth. Univtrft ft hiftor* torn, *• 
upon that account* 3. That the p. 547, 

Hufuenou never were CGBdfittft 

How- 
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However, he enjoyed the temporalities of that biflioprick 
'till the year 1604, when he reftgn'd it with the king'* leave 
to Renatus de Breflay, archdeacon of Angers. He died 
at Paris, March 7th, 1608, and was buried near the great 
altar in his parifh of St* Euftathius ; and Dr. Cayet pro- 
nounced his funeral oration. 

BENSERADE; (Isaac de) a French poet of the laft 
century, born at Lions, near Roan. He was born but not 
educated a proteftant, his father having turned catholic when 
he was very young. When Benierade was about (even or 
eight years of age, he went to be confirmed ; the bifhop 
who performed the ceremony, afked him if he was not wil- 
ling to change hU name of Ifaac, for one more chriftian. 
With all my hQtrt, replied he, provided I get any thing by 
the exchange. The biihop, furprized at fuch a ready an- 
fwer, would not change his name. Let his name be Ifaac 
ftill, faid he, for whatever it is, he will become famous. Pitfactof 
Beaferade loft his father when he was very young, and «•„***• 
king left with very little fortune, and this much involved to bS^S*, 
in law, he chofe rather to give it up, than fue for it. wori«,Fasa 
We have been told by ibme authors, that he was related to 1*97* 
cardinal Richlieu, and that the cardinal took care of hk Ibid * 
education; 'tis certain however, that 3enferade foon be- 
came famous at court, for his wit and poetry, and that 
Richlieu granted him a penfion, which was continued 'till 
the death of this cardinal ; and it is probable that Benfe- 
tade would have found the fame protection in the ducheft 
of Aiguillon, if the following four verfes, which be madf 
*n the death of the cardinal, had not given her great offeac* : 

Cy gift, oui gift, par la mort-bku, 
Le cardinal de Richelieu ; 
Et ce qui caufe mon ennuy, 
Ma penfion avec luy. 

* c Here lies, alas ! 'tis true, 

" Good cardinal de Richelieu. 

" But what in truth difturbs me moft 

(i Is, that with him my penfion's loft. 

'After the death of Richlieu, he got into favour wi A the 
duke de Breze, whom he accompanied in moii of his ex* J** JJJ 
potions j and whea this nobleman died, he murned to % **^ 

& 3 court, 
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court, where his poetry became highly efteemed. We a*© 
^ * 4 * told in one of Collar's letters to the march ionefsde Lavar- 
4$o« " din, that Benferade was named Envoy to Chriftina, queen 

of Sweden; 'tis certain however, that he never went in 

this employment ; hence the humorous Scarron thus dates an 

epiftle of his to the countefs de Fiefque : 

L'an que lc Sieur de Benferade 
N'alla point a fon EmbaiTade. 

" The year in which M. Benferade did not go on his em- 
«« baffy*\ 

Benferade had furpriztng fuccefs in what he compofed for 
the king's interludes. There was quite an original turn in thefe 
compofitions, which characterized at once the poetical di- 
vinities, and the perfons who reprefented them. " With 
** the defcription of the Gods and other perfonages, fays 
F.*o4. 4c t ij e author of the Recueil de bons contes, fuppofed to 
<c be M. de Calliere, who were reprefented in thefe inter- 
«« ludes, he mixed lively pi&ures of the courtiers who repre- 
«' fented them. He therein often difcovered their incli- 
€ * nations, attachments, and even their m oft fecret adven- 
4C tures; but in fo agreeable, fo delicate, and fo concealed a 
« c manner, that thofe who were rallied, were the firft 
- cc who were pleafed at it, and his jefts left no refentment 
<* or concern in their minds, which is a mark of their per- 
; " feftion." The fonnet which Benferade fent to a young 
-lady, with his paraphrafe on Job, rendered his name very 
•femous. A parallel was drawn betwixt it, and the Urania 
of Voiture, and a difpute thence arofe, which divided the 
wits, and the whole court. Thofe who gave the preference to 
that of Benferade, .were ftyl'd the Jobifts, and their antago- 
nifts, theUranifts. The prince of Conti declared himfelf a Jo- 
bift. * " The one fonnet (faid he, meaning that of Voiture) 

Xtftt!°Jp». " ls more S rzn ^ anc * fini^d 5 but I would rather have been 
to histran- " the author of the other." Benferade wrote Rondeaux: 
fliti n ofju- upon Ovid, fome of which are reckoned tolerable, but upoq 
Mcnifian» t ^ e w ^°' e they are not much efteemed. He applied hinv- 
p 189 2d/ felf to worjcs of piety fome ye^rs before his death, and tran- 
Hoii edit, flated almoft all the pfalms. M. L' Abbe Olivet fays, that 
VAC™** Benferade towards the latter end of his life, withdrew fronp 
court, and made Gentilly the place of his retirement. Whep 
*' be was a yputhj he fays it was jhe^cuftorn to vifitthere r 
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mains of the ornaments with which Benferade had embel- 
lifted his houfe and gardens, where every thing favoured of 
his poetical genius. The barks of the trees were full of 
inferiptions (a), and amongft others, he remembers the firft 
which prefented itfelf, was as follows, 

Adieu fortune, honneurs, adieu vous et les votres, 

Je viens ici vous oublier, 
Adieu toi-meme amour, bien plus que les autres 

Difficile a congedier. 

Fortune and honours all adieu, 
And whatfoe'er belongs to you, 

I to this retirement run, 

All your vanities to fliun, 
Thou too adieu, O powerful love j 
From thee 'tis hardeft to remove. 

Mr. Voltaire is of opinion that thefe inferiptions were the 
beft of his productions, and he regrets that they have not 
been collected together. 

Benferade fuffered at laft fo much fmm the ftone, that not- 
withftanding his great age, he refolved to fubmit to the 
operation of cutting. But his conftancy was not put to this 
laft proof j for a furgeon letting him blood, by way of pre- 
caution, pricked an artery, and inftead of endeavouring to 
flop the effufion of blood, ran away. There, was butjuft 
time to call F. Commire, his friend and confeflbr, who came 
foon enough to fee him die. This happened thei 9th of Oc- 
tober, 169 1, in the 82d year of his age. 
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(a) Mr. Olivet gives the following 
catalogue of the works of Benfe- 
rade. 
j. Cleopatra, a tragedy. Paris 

4to. 1636. 
a. La mort d* Achille, et la difpute 

de fe$ armes. Paris 4to. 1637. 

3. Iphis & Jante, a comedy. Pa- 

ris, 4to. 1637. 

4. Guftaphe, a tragi-comedy. Pa- 

ris, 4to. 1637, 


5. Paraphrafe (in verfe) Air tes 

neuf lecons de Job. Paris, 
121Y10. 1^38. 

6. MelcSgre, a tragedy, Paris, 

4to. 1641. » 

7. La pucelle D' Orleans, a tra- 

gedy. Paris, 4to. 16; 8. 
9. Fables D'Efofte en Quatrains. 

Paris, 8vo, 1678. 
j p. Oeu^res diverfes, ip twp vo* 


tomes. Parii, tamp. 16 


v< 


BENTHAM, (Thomas) was born about the year 15 13, 
at Shirebourne in Yorkfliire, and educated at Magdalen- *'**• BrlU 
allege, in Oxford, where he took his degrees in arts,. He 
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was admitted perpetual fellow of that college, - in 
1546; after which he applied hirnfelf wholly to 
the ftudy of divinity, and the Hebrew language. He was 
before well fkilled in the Latin and Greek tongues*. 
In the reign of king Edward VI. he was very zealous 
againft popery; upon which account, and for his en- 
deavouring, together with one Henry Bull, of the fame 
college, to wreft the cenfer out of the hands of the Cho- 
rifters, as they were going to offer their fuperftitious incenfe* 
FttlUt'i **e was c j e & e " fr° m n * s fellowfhip, by the vifitors appointed 
worthies in by queen Mary. Whereupon he retired firft to Zurich, and 
Yorkfhire, a ft er to Bafil, iii Switzerland, and became preacher to the 
Sw. Brit. Englifli exiles. Being afterwards recalled by fome of his 
brethren he returned to London, where he lived privately and 
in difguife, and was made fuperintendant of a proteftant 
congregation, which met together by ftealth to the number 
of an hundred, fometimes two hundred. Notwithstanding 
the rigid proclamation, u That no man fhould either pray for 
" or (peak to, or once fay, God blefs them,' 9 (that is, perfons 
condemned, or about to fuffer for their religion) Benthaat 
feeing the fire fet to fome of them, turning his eyes to the 
people, faid, ** We know they are people of God, and there- 
. fore we cannot chufe but wifh them well, and, God ftrengthen 
them j and fo he boldly cried out, Almighty God, for Chrift's 
fake ftrengthen them ;" upon which all the people with one 
HeyWt accord cried, Amen, amen ; the noife whereof was (o great* 
hiftofyoftbeand the cryers fo many, that the officers knew not whom 
f!^ fl>lt |. 00 ' they were to feize on, or with whom they were to begin 
queenMuy, their accufation. In the fecond year of queen Elizabeth* 
79, 80. he was nominated to the fee of Lichfield and Coventry, upon 
H*fto' Br, f # *k c deprivation of Dr. Ralph Rayne, a violent perfecuting 
thereformat, papift. He publiihed a fermon on Matt. iv. 1 — 11. printed 
vol. ii. p. at London. Bifhop Burnet fays, he translated into Englifh 

¥mt B *t t ^ ie ^° ^ °^ ^^ ms 9 at ^ e command of queen Elizabeth, 
when an English veriion of the Bible was to be made, and 
that he likewifetranflated Ezechiel and Daniel. He died at 
Ecclefhal, in StafFordfhire,(A) the feat belonging to the fee* 
February 19, 1578, aged fixty^five years* 

(a) He was buried in the chancel effigies of bintfel^ his wife and four 
of the church there, having over his children. 
grave, a (lone of alabafter, with the 

BENTIVOGLIO, (Guy) cardinal, born at Ferrara, in 
die year 1579. He went to ftudy at Padua, where he made 
ft confiderable proficiency in polite literature. He was 

at. 
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at this place in O&ober 1597, when Alfonfo, duke of Fer- 
rara, died. Caefar the duke's coufin claimedthe^right of fuo 
ceffion, but the pope oppofed him. The marquis Hippo- 
lyte Bentivoglio, brother to Guy*, efpoufed the caufe of 
Caefar, and put himfelf at the head of his troops, which ex- ' 
tremely irritated cardinal Aldrobrandin, Nephew to Clement 
VIII. who commanded the ecclefiafticai troops. Guy left 
Padua, in order to wait upon Aldrobrandin, and to en- 
deavour to appeafe his refentment. He fucceeded in his en- 
deavours, being the chief inftrument in bringing about that 
peace which was concluded the January following. Guy 
Bentivoglio was after this extremely well received by the 
pope, who made him his chamberlain, and gave him leave 
to go and fintfh his ftudies at Padua. Upon his leaving 
the univerfity, he went to refide at Rome, where he be- 
came universally efteemed. He was fent nuncio to Flan* 
ders, and then to France, in both which employments his M*f * 
behaviour was fuch as gave great fatisfa&ion to Paul V. 
who made him a cardinal, which was the laft promotion he 
made t little before his death, which happened on the 28th 
of January 1621. Bentivoglio was at this time in France, 
where Lewis XIII. and all the French court congratulated 
him on his new dignity, and when he returned to Rome, 
his chriftian majefty entrufted him With the management 
of the French affairs at that court. Pope Urban VII. had a 
high efteem for him, for he was of opinion, he could not 
find a fiiend more faithful and difinterefted than cardinal 
Bentivoglio, nor one who had a more confummate know- 
ledge in bufinefs. He was beloved by the people, and ef- 
teemed by the cardinals ; and his qualities were fuch, that in 
all probability he would have been raifed to the pontificate on 
the death of Urban, which happened on the 29th Ju- 
ly, 1644, but the cardinal having gone to the conclave 
during the time of the mod intolerable heats at Rome, it 
ajFeded his body to fuch a degree, that he could not deep for 
eleven nights afterwards, and this want of reft threw him 
into a fever, of which he died the 7th of September 1 644, 
being then fixty-jfive years of age* He has left feveral works* 
the moft remarkable of which are his hiftory of the civil 
wars of Flanders, an account of Flanders, with his letters 
and memoirs. 


BENTLEY, (Richard) an eminent critick and divine, 
was the fon of a mechanic tradefman at Wakefield in York- 
(hire, where he was bora in die year 1662, and probably 

received 
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received the firft part of his education at the free-fchool in 
that town j whence being removed to St. John's college in 
Cambridge, he followed his ftudies with indefatigable in- 
duftry, and his inclination leading him ftrongly to critical 
learning, his (kill and knowledge therein was taken notice 
of by Dr. Edward Still ingfleet, who was bred at the fame 
college,and in 1685 appointed him private tutor to hisfon. Mr. 
Bentley had not been above a year in the Dr's family, when 
he had compiled in a thick volume in 4to, a kind of Hexapla ; 
in the firft volume of which "was every word of the Bible al- 
phabetically difpofed ; the various interpretations whereof 
from the Chaldee, Syriac, vulgar Latin, Septuagint, and 
the verfions of Aquila, Symmachus, and Theodofian, had their 
proper place in the other five volumes ; befides another 
4to. volume of the various ledions and emendations of the 
Hebrew text drawn out of thofe ancient verfions. As he 
proceeded, his views became more enlarged, and he had an 
opportunity of fatisfying them in the Bodleian library in 
. 1689, when he attended his pupil to Wadham college in 
Oxford, where he was incorporated mafter of arts July 4th 
that year, having taken that degree fome time before in his 
own univerfity. He was then alfo in holy orders, and his 
patron (to whom he had been very ferviceable) being advanced 
to the fee of Worcefter in 1692, collated him to a prebend 
in that church, into which he was inftalled October the 
fecond that year, and alfo made him his domeftic chap- 
Wiiin's ca- ] a ip 9 in which laft {ration he continued till his lordfiiip's 

J'rft™ 1 ' death " That learned P re,ateas wel1 as Dr. Will. Lloyd, 
then bifhop of Litchfield, had feen many proofs of our au- 
thor's extraordinary merit, (a) when they concurred in re- 
commending him as a fit perfon to open the lectures upon 
Mr. Boyle's foundation, in defence of natural and revealed 
religion. 

This gave him a fine opportunity of eftablifliing his 

fame. He faw it well ; and refolved to pufli it to the 

utmoft. Sir Ifaac Newton's Principia had been publi(he4 

but a few years, and the book was little known and lefs un- 

♦derftood j Mr. Bentley therefore determined to fpare nq pain$ 

(a) Befides private communica- tells us hjmfelf, was both wrote and 

tionsj our author had wrote a Latin published by the exprefs defire of the 

addrefs to Dr. Mill, principal of St. bifhop of Lichfield, Bentley again(\ 

£dmond's Hall in Oxford, containing Boyle. Pref. p. 88. Mr. Hody wa^ 

fome critical obfervations upon Ma- appointed college tutor to young Mr* 

lala, which was fubjoined to the e- Stillingfieet, and was afterwards his 

' dition of that Greek hiftoriographer, father's chaplain. See his article, in 

, printed at Oxford, in 169 1, by Mr. Biog. Brit. vol. 4. 
Humphry Hody. This epiftle, he 

in 
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In difplaying to the beft advantage, the profound demonftra* 
tions which that excellent Work furnifhed in proof of a deity; 
and that nothing might be wanting which lay in his power 
to compleat the defign, he applied to the author, and received 
from him the folution of fome difficulties which had not 
fallen within- the plan of his treatife (b). Our author alfo 
did.not forget to heighten the novelty of his plan, by intro- 
ducing and aflerting mr. Locke's lately advanced notion con- 
cerning the innate idea of a God in his firft fermon. With the 
help of fuch advantages Mr, Bentley's fermons, at Boyle's lec^ 
tures, became the wonder and admiration of the world, and 
raifed the higheft opinion of the preacher's abilities. Accordingly 
he foon reaped the fruits of his reputation, being appointed 
keeper of the royal library at St. James's palace upon the 
death of mr. Juftel the following year ; for which the war- 
rant was made out of the fecretary's office December 23 
1693, and the patent in April 1694. But he was fcarce- 
ly well fettled in this office when he fell under the difplea- 
fure of the honourable mr. Charles Boyle, eldett fon to the 
earl of Orrery ; a young nobleman of the greateft hopes, 
who being then in the courfe of his education at Chrift-church 
college, in Oxford, refolved to put out a new edition of the 
Greek epiftles of Phalaris, for which purpofe having ob- 
tained the ufe of a MS. of the book out of St. James's li- 
brary, our librarian demanded it back fooner than was ex- 
pected, and before the defign of confulting it was finifhed. 
This being refented by Mr. Boyle, gave rife to the well 
known controverfy betwixt Boyle and Bentley, which was There is a 
carried on with admirable fpirit, wit and learning, in fe- M of * h « 
veral writings on both fides, 'till the year 1699, and ^jjjwwi 
gave our author another opportunity of furprinng the by thii con- 
world with his genius and knowledge in critical learning : woverfy m 

D D Biogr. Brit. 

v. 2. p. 7l6« 
(b) This was tfie hypothecs of highly commendable 5 and if he had 

deriving the frame of the world, by been equally diligent in confulting 
mechanic principles, from matter the Priqcipia, he would have prevent- 
evenly fpread through the heavens, ed that .efcape of proving the moon 
which is fo clcarlyftated and computed not to turn round her own axis, be- 
by that incomparable mathematician caufe (he always mews the fame face 
and philofopher, as his manner was, to the earth. A miftake in thefe 
that the reader curious in thefe mat- fermons, which laid him open to the 
ters will be glad to perufe it in four raillery of Dr. Kcill, who, inftigated 
letters from Sir |faac Newton to Dr. by the wits of Chrift-church, did 
Bentley, 6fr. Lond. 1756, 8vo. not fpare to binghim with hisowA 
Mr. Bentley *s diligence in coniult- flail. See Keill (John's) article in 
tog fir Ifaac on this occafion was Biog. Brit. vol. 4. 

and 


*-.. 


i 4 o BENTLEY. 

and Dr. Montague dying the next year, he was prefent«* 
ed by the crown to the mafterfhip of Trinity College in Cam- 
bridge. Upon this promotion he refigned his prebend of Wor- 
cefter, and was collated to the archdeaconry of Ely, June 12, 
1707. Befides this he was prefented to a good benefice in, that 

h\t**' *" ^ anc *' an< * k a< * the honour of being chaplain, both to king Wil- 
liam and queen Anne. 

Having thus obtained - eafe and affluence, and . ho- 
nour, he took his doctor's degree in divinity, entered 
into matrimony, and indulged his inclination in criti- 
cal purfuits ; and as he gave the fruits of his labours 00- 
cafionally to the public, thefe were obierved feverally to 
abound with fo much profound erudition, and ingenious faga- 
city, that he grew by degrees up to the chara&er of being the 
firu critic of his age (c). In the mean time he carried mat- 
ters with fo high a hand an the government of his college, that 
in 1709, a complaint was brought before the bifliop of Ely* 
as vifitor, againft him by feveral of the fellows, who,in order to 
have him removed from the mafterfhip, charged him with 
embezling the college money, and other tnifdemeanours. 
In anfwer to this, he presented his defence to the bifhop, 
which was publifhed in 1710, under the title of the Prefent 
ftate of Trinity College, 8vo. and thus begun a fatting quar- 

(c) In the Biog. Brit. v. 2. p. 734. be tie moft learned man in England. 

(Rem.) may be feen a lift of the Whifton's memoirs, &c. v. 1. p. 

authors both at home and abroad, 21a. edit. 1753. Befides thofe al- 

who have made him the higheft com- ready mentioned, the pieces which he 1 

plimentson this head; but thefe, tho* published within the period tntimat- 

raifed as high as words could blow ed in the text are ; 1 . A collection 

them up, may perhaps be juftly of the fragments of Callimachus, with 

valued a little below the ftandard of notes, printed in 1697, by Grzvius, 

impartial judges, efpecially as they in his edition of that poet's works, 

come from others who could not 2. Notes upon the two firft come- 

have fathomed the whole depth of his dies of Ariftophanes, published at 

erudition fo accurately as he hirnfetf Amfterdam, in 17 10. 3.£menda- 

was able to do. Such therefore mull tiones, &c. on the fragments of Me- 

needs be better pleafed with the ac- nan^er andPhilemon, printed about 

count of it given from his own the fame time at Rheims* This he 

mouth by the ingenious Mr. Wli- fubferibed by the feigned name ofPhi- 

liam Whifton, who fpeaking of ano- leleutherus Lipfienfis. 4. Under that 

ther great critick, Mr. Wafle of character he appeared again in 171 3, 

jfSynho in Northampton (hi re, one in his remarks upon Collinses dif- 

more learned, as he obferves, than com fe of free -thinking, which is al- 

any bimop in England fince bifhop ways reckoned among his capital 

iloyd, relates a faying of Dr. Bent- pieces ; as well as (5) His edition of 

ley, as well known, that, when he Horace, which firft came ouf in 

fliould be himfelfdead, Waffe would 1711. 
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^ jel, which having the nature of a bellum inteftinum, was • 
carried on like other civil wars, with the mod virulent 
animofity on each fide, till after above twenty years conti- 
nuance, it ended at lift in the do&or's favour, (d) 

Nor was this the only trial, which exercifed his fpirit, and 
wherein he triumphed alfo finally over his adverfaries. During 
the courfe of the former difpute, he had been promoted to the 
regius profeflbrfhip of divinity, and bis late majefty king 
•George I. on a vifit to the univerfity in October 17 17, hav- 
ing nominated by mandate, as ufual on fuch occafions, fe- 
deral perfons Tor a do&or's degree in that faculty ; our pro* 
feflbr, to whofe office it belonged by cuftom to perform the 
ceremony called creation, made a demand of four guineas 
from each perfon as a fee due to this office, befides a broad 
piece of gold *, which had cuftomarily alfo been receiv- 
ed as a prefent, and abfolutely refu/ed to create any do&or 
without the fee ; hence there grew a long and warm difpute, 
daring which the do&or was firft fufpended from his degrees 
by the univerfity, O&ober 3, 1718, and then degraded 
on the 17th of that month ; but on a petition to his ma- 
jefty for relief from that fentence, the affair was referred 
by the council to the court of King's Bench, where the 

(d) There is t large account of Sng, was nephew to Dr. Stubbf, 
this difpute, and feveral books wrote' vice-mailer of the college, who was 
in it, in the Biog. Brit. vol. 2. But fo rich, that he could give the col- 
it may not be amifs to add the re- lege io,oool. (though by the way 
flections of Mr. Whifton upon it, I never heard that he gave it one 
who having informed us that the Dr. groat 5) the other reafon was, that this 
was fent on purpofe by fix eminent favour would probably engage tht 
fiiihaps, to whom king William had vice-mafter to (tick by him at all fu~ 
committed the difpofal of many of ture elections, by which means ho 
the ecclefiafticalprefermentsin the gift would in a manner govern them all 
of the crown, to reftore difcipline ashepleafed. Thus he broke in up- 
and learning in Trinity-college, ob- on his integrity, and I think he ne- 
fcrves, that for about four year* he vcr after returned to it, but acted fo 
did endeavour it to an eminent de- ill as to be accufed before two fuccef- 
gree, proceeding up to the bottom five biihops of Ely, Moore and Green, 
ftem, very directly, and examined and in effect ordered to be expelled 
every candidate for fcholarftilps and by them both, for male- adminiftra* 
fellowships thoroughly, and feemed tton, which he efcaped with great 
as near as pofiibl* to have given eve* difficulty, by only certain niceties of 
17 one the place he really deferved j law and ambiguity of ftatutes. Whif- 
but at an election for fellowships, ton's memoirs, ubi Aipra, p. 105, to 
about 1703 or 1704., he ventured 107. 

for once only, at he faid, to recede * Commonly a Jacobus worth 

from that excellent rule Detur Dig- s<; s. Thefe as well as the Carolus'a 

mior'u The reafons for doing fo, of 2 3 s. have been called in, and none 

this once, he told me were thefe two; coir*e4 fince. 
*ne, that Mr.fctubbs, the tefs deferv 

pro- 
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proceedings againft him being rfcverfed, a mandamus wsti 
iffued on the 7th of February the fame year, charging the 
univerfity to reftore him. 

He was happily endued with a hatural hardinefs of temper^ 
which enabled him to ride out both thefe ftorms without any ex* 
traordinary diilurbance, fo that he went on as before in the ca- 
reer of literature, where he never failed to make a ihdft confpi- 
cuous figure. The 5th of November, 17 15, he preached a fei> 
mon before the Univerfity, which was printed with the title of* 
A fermon upon popery ; and fome remarks being publifhed 
upon it, the doflor anfwered in a piece intitled, Reflections on 
the fcandalous afperfions caft on the clfergy, by the author 
of the Remarks, &c. This came out in 1717, 8vo. He 
had the preceding year printed' fome account of an edition 
which he intended to give of the New Teftament, in Greek; 
and having revolved the defign in his mind for the fpace of 
four years, he put out in 1721, propofals' for printing it by 
fubfeription, together with the Latin verfion of St. Jerom, 
to which a fpecimen of the whole was annexed. Thefe 
were attacked warmly by Dr. Conyers Middleton, who had 
been a fellow of his college, and was from the firil, and all a- 
fchtre'rint- * on S cont "? uc d to be, a principal leader among his antagonifts 
edat length there. Several pamphlets paiTed upon the occafion on each fide, 
in theBi.gr. jtill the mailer refolved to drop his defign, and his conduct 
But. vol. 2. £i) Cre ; n was generally approved by his greatest admirers, who 
could not help thinking the attempt too bold to hope for fuccefs, 
even from his abilities, great as they confefledly were ; and 
no doubt he took a much happier courfe in turning his at- 
tention to Terence's Plays, of which he publifhed a moil cu- 
rious edition with annotations in 1726, 4to, accompanied 
with a fchediafma, concerning the metre and accents in the 
verfes of that excellent Latin Poet, which he reilored 
to their primitive accuracy and elegance. This was publifh- 
ed a fecond time the following year at Amfterdam, with fome 
corrections and additions by our author, who alfo annexed 
thereto, a beautiful edition with notes ofPhaedrus's Fables in 
latin. The laft piece which employed .the doctor's. critical 
talents was Milton's Paradife Loft, a new edition of 
which he gave the public in 1732, 4-to. with notes and emen- 
dations : but though fome of thofe exhibited ilrong proofs of 
his mafterly genius, yet in the main here was a great falling 
off, fuch as evidently difcovered that he now drew near the 
lees. Indeed he grew apparently fenfible of his decay, and 
though he continued on this fide the grave ten years longer, yet 

he 
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fee languished the remainder of his days a mile! emeritus^ 
feeble and inactive to his death, which happened July 14, 
I742, at the age of fourfcore years. He died in his lodge 
at Trinity College, Cambridge, and was buried in thatfchap- 
pelto which he had been a confiderable benefactor, (e) His 
literary character is known in all parts of Europe, wherever 
learning is known ; and in his private character he was . 
hearty, fincere and warm in his friendfhip, an affectionate- 
ly tender hufband, and a moft indulgent father ; he loved hof- 
pitality'and refpect, maintained the dignity and munificence 
of the ancient Abbots in houfe-keeping at his lodge, which 
he beautified with ftately fafh-windows, and marble chim- 
ney-pieces; and in conversation he tempered the hard mouthed 
feverity of the critic, with fuel* a peculiar ftrain of vivacity 
and pleafantry as was very entertaining. 

By his wife, who was a woman of an excellent character ( f) , 
and died before him in 1740, he had three children 5 a fon called 
after his own name, and two daughters, Elizabeth and Joan- 
na. His fon was bred under his wing at Trinity College,* 
#here he was chofen a fellow, and fucceeded his father in the 
library- keeper's place of St. James's, butrefigned it in 1745. 
His eldeft daughter Elizabeth was married about the year 

1727, to fir Humphry Ridge, eldeft fon to Ridge, 

Efq; brewer to the Navy at Portfmouth, a gentleman of 
an ample fortune. The youngeft, Joanna, efpoufed not 
long after, the eldeft fon of Dr. Richard Cumberland, the 
learned bifhop of Peterborough, the firft iffue of which 
match is now [1758] a fellow of Trinity College, and a 
barrifter at law. 

(e) He gave 200I. towards re- loft her, by ftarting to her an ob- 
juring it, &c. not long after his jeftion againft the hook of Daniel, as 
obtaining the mart er (hip, at a time if its author in defcribing Nebuchad- 
when, betides his 01 her preferments, nezzar's image of gold, Dan. 6. to be . 
he had three young noblemen at 60 cubits high, and but 6 cubits 
once in his lodge under his tuition, broad, knew no better, than that 
at the rate of zool. per annum, as men's height were ten times their 
isfaid. breadth, whereas it is well known 

(r) Mr, Whtfton tells . us, that to be not more than fix times 5 which, 

when the doctor was courting this fays he, made the good lady weep, 

lady, who was a molt excellent chrif- Memoirs, &c. p. 95. v. J. 
tian woman, he had like to have 

BERNARD, (Stv) one of the fathers of the church, ' 
born in the year iogr, in the village- of Fountaine in Bur- 
gundy, In in 5, the monaftery of Clairvaux was found- 
ed, and Bernard, was made the firft abbot of this religious . 
fcoufe, where many famous men were bred up under hit 

tuition. 
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tuition. He acquired fo great efteem amongft the clergy, 
nobility, and common people, that no ecclefiaftical affair 
or difpute was carried on without having recourfe to his ad- 
vice. r It was owing to him, that Innocent II. Was ac- 
knowledged foyereign pontiff, and after the death of Peter 
Leonis, anti-pope, that Vidor, who had been named fuc- 
ceflbr, made a voluntary abdication of his dignity. He 
convided Abelard at the council of Sens, in the year 1140* 
He oppofed the monk Raoul, he perfecuted the followers of 
Arnaud deBrefle, and in 1148, he got Gilbert delaPor- 
vice, bifliop of Poitiers, and Eonde l'Etoile to be con- 
demned in the council of Rheims. By fitch zealous behaviour 
be verified (fays Mr. Bayle) the interpretation of his mo- 
ther's dream. She dreamt, when (he was with child of him, 
that fhe fhould bring forth a white dog, whofe barking 
fhould be very loud. Being aftonilhed at this dream, fhe 
5j*2*j* » t coafulted a monk, who faid to her, " Be of good cour- 
Bcraarfilib. a g e » y ou 0**11 have a f° n who fhall guard the houfe of God, 
u and bark loudly againft the enemies of the faith/ 9 

St. Bernard is faid to have worked many miracles ; he 
has been canonized, and is one of the great faints of the 
Romifh communion. He has left many* works, the bed; 
edition is that publUhed in 1690, by father Mabillon, 
a learned monk of the congregation of St Maurice* 

BERNARD, (Edward) a learned critic and aftronoraer, 

born at Perry St. Paul, commonly called Pauler's-Pcrry, near 

Towcefter in Northamptonlhire, on the fecond of May, 

Wood's A- 1 63^' He received fome part of his education at Nor- 

tbcn.Oxofl # thampton, but his father dying when he was very yourig, 

vol- »; . his mother fent him to an uncle in London, who entered 

^J'kio at Merchant-taylors-fchool, in 1648, where he 

at the epft of continued till June, 1655* when he was defied fcholarof 

BiAop St. John's college, in Oxford. During his ftay at fchool, 

tpo^enftlct.^ 6 **ad kid * n an uncommon fund of daffical learning, fo 

Load. i7o4.that when he went to the univerfity, he was a great matter of 

*vo. p. 4. all the elegancies and propriety of the Greek and Latin tongues, 

and not unacquainted with the Hebrew. He had acquired 

a good Latin ftyle, and could compofe verfes well, fo that 

he often lifed to divert himfelf with writing epigrams. When 

he had fettled in the univerfity, he applied himfelf with 

great diligence to hiftory, philology, and philofophy ; nor 

was he Satisfied with the knowlege of the languages of 

Greece and Rome, but likewife made himfelf matter of the 

jfc& p,v $ # Hebrew, Syriac, Arabic, and Coptic. He applied him- 

Jclf 
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felf next to the ftudy of mathematicks, under the famous 
Dr. J. Wallis. He took his degree of batfchelor of arts; Fe- 
bruary 1 2th, 1658, and that of matter, Ajml t6$ 1662. 
In the year 1667, he was chofbn one of the pro&ors of the 
univerfity; and oh the pth of June, the year following, 
took his degree of batchelor of divinity, in compliance 
With the ftatutes of the founder of St. John's college, of 
which he was fellow, but could not be prevailed upon to 
take his doftor's degree, till feveral years after. December jy^ v 
1668, he went to Leyden, to confult feveral oriental ma- 
nufcripts left to that univerfity, by Jofeph Scaliger and Levi- 
nus Wafnerus, and efpecially the 5th, 6th, and 7th books 
of Apollonius Pergaeus's conic fefttons, the Greek text of 
which is loft y but they are preferved in the ' Arabic verfion 
of that author. This verfion had been brought from the 
eaft, by James Golius, and was in the poffeffion of his 
executor, who finding Mr. Bernard's Chief defign in coming 
to Holland, Was to examine this manufcfipt, allowed him 
the free ufe of it. He accordingly ttanfcribed thefe three 
books, With the diagrams, intending to publifh them at Ox- 
ford, with a Latin verfion, and proper commentaries ; but 
feveral obftacles prevented him from completing this defign. 
Abraham Echellenfis, had publifhed a Latin tranflatioh of 
thefe books in 1661, and Chriftianus Ravius gave another . 
in 1669, but Dr. Smith remarks, that thefe two authors, bid * * %M 
though well fkilled in the Arabic language, being intirely 
ignorant of the mathematicks, it was to be regretted, that 
Golius ihould have died while he was preparing that work 
for the prefs, and that Mr. Bernard, who underftood both 
the language and the fubjed, and was furnifhed with all the 
proper helps for fuch a defign, ihould be abandoned by his 
friends in that point, though they had before urged him to 
undertake it (a). During his ftay in Holland, he contracted 
an intimacy with moft of the profeflbrs and other learned 
men there. At his return to Oxford, he collated and exa- 
mined the moft valuable manufcripts in the Bodleian library, 
which induced thofe who publifhed any antient authors, 
to apply to him for his obfervations or emendations from the 
manufcripts at Oxford, which he readily imparted, grudg- 
ing neither time nor pains to ferve the learned, and by this 

(a) This book was published at bic, and ftlpplied by his own Inge* 

length by Dr. Halley, at Oxford, 1710, nuity and induftry, the 8th book, 

foj. who has given a Latin translation which was entirely loft. 
of the three iaft books out of Ara<* 
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irfeans, he became engaged in a very extenfive correipoff- 
dence with the learned of moft countries. In the year 
Ibid. p. 13, 1669, the famous Chriftopher Wren, Savilian profeffor of 
,4 * aftronomy at Oxford, having been appointed furveyor ge- 

nei^al of his m?jefty's works, and being much detained at 
London by this employment, he obtained leave to name a 
deputy at Oxford, and pitched upon Mr. Bernard, which 
engaged the latter in a more particular application to the ftudy 
of aftronomy. In 1672, the mafter and fellows of his col- 
lege, prefented him to the redory of Cheame in Surry, and 
in the February following, Dr. Peter Mews, the matter, 
being advanced to the bilhoprick of Bath and Wells, ap- 
pointed Mr. Bernard one of his chaplains. But the fol- 
lowing year he quitted all his views of preferment, by ac- 
cepting of the Savilian profeflbrihip of aftronomy, vacant by 
the resignation of Sir Chriftopher Wren -, for by the ftatutes 
of the founder, fir Henry Savile, the profefibrs are not al- 
lowed to hold any other office either ecclefiaftical or civil, 
that they may conftantly apply themfelves to their proper 
ft;<J. p. 16. ftudies. 

About this time a fcheme was fet on foot at the imiver- 
fity of Oxford, of collecting and pubhfhing all the ancient 
mathematicians. Mr. Bernard, who had fkft formed the 
project, collected together all the old books publiftied on 
that fubjecr. fince the invention of printing, and all the ma- 
uufcripts he could difcover in the Bodleian and Savilian li- 
braries, which he arranged in order of time, and according 
to the matter they contained. Of this he drew a fynopfis 
or fcheme, which he prefented to bifhop Fell, a great en- 
courager of the undertaking (b). As a fpecimen he publifhed 
alfo a few fheets of Euclid in folio, containing the Greek 
text, and a Latin verfion, with Proclus's commentary in 
Greek and Latin, and learned fcholia and corollaries. He 
undertook alfo an edition of the Parva fyntaxis Alexandrina\ 
in which, be fides Euclid, are contained the fmall treatifea 
of Theodofius, Autolycus Menelaus, Ariftarchus, and 
J™ * * 3 ' Hipficles : But it was never publifhed. 

* In the year 1676, Mr. Bernard was fent to France by 
king Charles II. to be tutor to the dukes of Grafton and 

(b) It was publifhed by Dr. Smith of it, there is a catalogue of fome 

at the end of his life of our author, Greek writers, who are fuppofed to 

under the title of Veterum Mathe- be loft in their own language, but 

maticorum Craecorum, Latinorum, are preferved in the Syriac or Arabic 

et Arabum, Synopfis. And at the end translation* of them* 

Nor- 
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Northumberland, natural Tons of the king, by the duchefs 
of Cleveland, with whom they then lived at Paris ; but the 
plainnefs and fimplicity of his manners, not fuiting the- gaie- 
ty df the duchefs 's famjly, he continued with them only 
one year, when he returned to Oxford ; he reaped however 
the advantage, during his flay at Paris, of becoming ac- 
quainted with moft of the learned men in that city. 

Upon his return to the univerfity, he applied himfelf to his 
former ftudies, and though in conformity to the obligation of 
his profeflbrihip, he devoted the greateft part of his time to 
mathematicks, yet his inclination was more to hiftory, chro- 
nology, and antiquities. He undertook a new edition of 
Jofephus, but it was never compleaied (c). In 1683, he 
went again to Ley den, to be prefent at the fale of Nicholas 
Heiniius's library ; where he purchafed, at a great price, 
fcveral of the claffical authors, that had been either collated 
with manufcripts, or illuftrated with the original notes of 
*Jofeph Scaliger, Bonnaventure Vulcanius, the two Heinfius's, 
and other celebrated critics. Here he renewed his ac- 
quaintance with feveral perfons of eminent learning, and was 
fo taken with their civilities, and the opportunities he had 
in this country of making confiderable improvements in 
oriental learning, that he would have fettled at Leyden, if 
he could have been chofen profeflbr of the oriental languages 
in that univerfity, but miffing of this, he returned to Ox- 
ford. He began now to be tired of the abftrufe ftudy of 
aftronomy, and his health declining, he was defirous to re- 
fign, but not being able to get any other preferment, he 
was obliged to hold his profefTorfhip fome years longer than 
he intended ; however, in 1671, being prefentcd to the reclory 
of firightwell, in Berkfhire, he foon after quitted his pro- 

(c) Several years before, bifliop his executors, at a great price* Then 

Fell had refolved, with our author's he published a fpecimen of his edition 

afliftance, to print a new edition of of Jofephus, and wrote great num- 

Jofephus. But either for want of bers of letters to Ms learned friends 

proper means to compleat that work, in France, Holland, Germany, and 

or in expectation of one promifed other countries, to defire their af- 

by the learned Andrew Bofius, this fiftance in that work. He laboured 

defign was for a while laid afide. in it a good while with the u moft 

Upon the death of Bofius, it was vigour and refolution, though his 

refumed .again ; and Mr. Bernard conftitution was much broken by his 

collected all the manufcripts he could intenfe application to his ftudies, 

procure out of the libraries of Great But this undertaking was left un- 

Britain, both of the Greek text and rlriimed. Vita Bernardi a T. Smith, 

Epiphanius's Latin tranflation, and p» 29, 35, 
purchafed Bofius's valuable papers of 

L % feflbrfhip, 
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feflbrfhip, and was fucceeded by David Gregory, profcflbr of 

***• * ** mathematicks, at Edinburgh. 

Towards the latter end of his life, he was much affli&ed 
with the ftone, yet notwithftanding this and other infir- 
mities, he took a third voyage to Holland, to attend the 
fale of Golius's manufcripts. After fix or feven weeks abfence 
he returned to London, and from thence to Oxford. There 
he fell into a lartguifhing confumption, which put an end 
to his life, January 12, 1696, before he was quite fifty 

Ibid* p. 53. nine years of age. Four days after he was interred in St. 
John's chapel. A monument or' white marble was foon 
cre&ed for him by his widow. As to this learned man's cha- 
racter, Dr. Smith, who knew him well, gives him a very 
great one. " He was (fays he) of a mild difpofit'ion, a- 
" verfe to wrangling and difputes, and if by chance or o- 
*' therwife he happened to be prefent, where contefts run 
" high, he would deliver his opinion with great candour 
** and modefty, and in few words, but entirely to the pur- 
" pofe. He was a candid judge of other men's performances ; 
" not too cenfortous even on trifling books, if they con- 
Cc tained nothing contrary to good manners, virtue or reli- 
% " gion ; and to thofe which difplayed wit, learning or good 
" fenfe, none gave more ready and more ample praife. 
" Though he was a true fon of the church of England, yet 

Ibid.p. cc. " ^ e judged favourably and charitably of diflenters of ail 
** denominations. His piety and prudence never fuffered 
*• him tc^ be hurried away iby an immoderate zeal, in de- 
u claiming againft the errors of others. His piety was fin- 
" cere and unaffected, and his devotions both in public and 
" private, very regular and exemplary. Of his great and 

Ibid. p. 59. " extenfive learning, the works he publifhed, and the ma- 
" nufcripts he has left, are a fufficient evidence." 

BERNARD, (James) profeflbrof philofophy and ma- 

thematicks, and minifter of the Walloon church at Leyden, 

born September ift, 1658, at Nions inDai/ph.ne. He had 

the rudiments of his education in a proteftant academy, 

at Die, in Dauphine He went afterwards to Geneva, where 

he ftudied philofophy, and applied with great affiduity to 

the Hebrew language, under the profeflbr, Michael Turretin. 

Led E- ^ e returne< ^ to France in 1679, and was chofen minifter of 

logedeM. Venterol, a village in Dauphine. Some time after he was 

Bmiird. removed to the church of Vinfobres in the fame province. 

Koi.veiiet.de But the perfections raifed againft the proteftants in France, 

ft repub. des . *L. , ,. a . *» . r , . ; 

!ettre;i6is, having obliged him to leave his native country, he retired 

M-iv&Join* . tO 
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to Geneva in 1683, anc * afterwards to Laufanne, in Switzer- 
land. In 1685, he went to Holland, where he was re- 
ceived with great civility, and was appointed one of the 
peniionary minifters of Ganda, and taught philofophy there; 
But having been married fince he came to Holland, and the 
city of Ganda not being very populous, he could not have 
a fufficient number of fcholars to maintain his family 5 he 
therefore obtained leave to rcftde at the Hague ; but went to 
Ganda to preach in his turn, which was about four times a 
year.. Before he went to live at the Hague, he had publiihed 
a kind of political ftate of Europe, intitled " Hiftoirc a* 
bregee de L'Europe, &c." The work was begun in July, 
1606, and was continued monthly, 'till December, 1688, 
which makes five volumes in i2mo. In 1692, he began his 
" Lettres Hiftoriques," containing an account of the moft im- 
portant transactions in Europe, with neceffary reflections. 
He carried on this work, which was alio publiihed monthly, 
till the end of the year 1698. It was afterwards continued 
by other hands, and contains a great many volumes. Mr. 
Le Clerc having left off his Bibliotheque univerfelle, in 1691, 
Mr. Bernard wrote the greateft part of the 20th volume, 
and by himfelf carried on the five following, to the year 
1693. In 1699, he collected and publiihed " Actes et nego- 
" tiations de la paix de Ryfwic," in four volumes 12010. A 
new edition of this collection was published in 1707, in Nouv.de 1* 
five volumes 12010. He did not put his name to any of^P-fc^ 1 * 
thcfe works, nor to the general collection of the teaties of ™*' J'"^ 
peace, which he publiihed in 1 700 (a). But he prefixed it 
to the " Nouvelles de republique des Lettres,* which was be- 
gun in 1698, and continued till December, 1710/ This un- 
dertaking engaged him in fome difputes, particularly with 
one Mr. de V a Hone, a monk, who, having embraced thd 
reformed religion, wrote fome metaphyfical books, concern- Rep. deLet. 
ing predeftination. Mr. Bernard having given an account ! 7° v a p^J 
of one of thefe books, the author was fo difpleafed with it, p 4 *' 
that he printed a libel againft Mr. Bernard, and gave it about 
privately amongft his friends. He was alfo engaged in along 

(a) This collection confifti of the de la Houflay*s hiftorical and politi- 

treaties, contracts,, ads of guaranty, cal reflections, and the treaties from 

ice. betwixt the powers of Europe, 1500, to 1600. The third includes 

four volumes in folio. The firft con- the treaties from i6oi» to 1661 ; and 

tains the preface, and the treaties the fourth, thofefrom 166 1, to 1700, 

made fince the year 536, 101500* with a general alphabetical index to 

T&e fecond confiiU of Mr, AmeJot the whole. 
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_ . difpute with Mr. Bayle upon the two following queftions, 

BMtioode 1 " *• Whether the general agreement of all nations in favour 
penftedw-of a deity, be a good proof of the exiftenceof a deity, a* 
fees torn. i. Whether atheifm be worfe than idolatry. 
de l^treif M r - Bernard having acquired great reputation by his works, 
1705, Feb. 33 well as by his fermons at Ganda, and the Hague, the con- 

Sa'le^ib!? *g rc g at * on °f tne Walloon church at Leyden became ex> 
tom. ». rcp.tremely defirous to have him for one of their minifters. But 
d« let. Mar. they could not accomplifh their defire, whilft king William 
zlVscc l' ved *> w ^° r^fufed twice to confirm the ele&ion of Mr. 
Bernard; who being a republican in his principles, had deli* 
vered his fenti meats too freely in a fermon before this 
prince. But after* the death of king William, a vacancy 
happening in the church of Leyden, he was unanimoufly 
cholen, September the 8th, 1705, and about the fame time, 
Mr. de Voider profefibr of philofophy and math ema ticks at 
Leyden, having refigned, Mr. Bernard was appointed his 
fucceffor $ and the univerfity prefented him with the degrees 
of do&or of philofophy, and matter of arts. His public and 
private lectures, took up a great part of his time, yet he did 
not neglect his paftoral function, but compofed his fermons 
with great care, he wrote alfo two excellent treat! fes, the 
one on a late repentance, and the other on the excellency of 
religion* In 1716, he publifhed a fupplement to Moreri's 
dictionary in two volumes folio. The fame year he refumed 
his Nouvelles de la Republique des lettres, which he conti- 
nued till his death, which happened the 27th of April, 171 8 S 
in the 6c th year of his age. 

Mr. Bernard was well (killed in polite literature, and a per- 

k£t rriafter of the Hebrew tongue. He ftudied the fcripture with 

great attention, and explained many paifages with great per- 

fpicuity, and though he was not reckoned of the firft clafs of 

mathematicians, yet he could explain the principles of that 

fcience in fo clear a manner, that they who could not learn 

Journ. Lit. it of him muft defpair of ever learning it. As to philofo* 

1718. Tom phy, he had applied himfelf to that of Cartefius, v yet after 

jo. p. 223. ^ canfc j^ to H ]] an( j^ having, learned the Englifh tongue, 

he ufed to read the beft books from England, and had ac- 
quired fome tafte in the Newtonian philofophy. He left fe- 
veral fermons and fome other works inmanufcript. 

Da Pin. bib- BERNARDINE, a divine of the fifteenth century, 
lioth. cccJes.born at Mafia, in Tufcany, September the 8th, 138a. 
g°™dh 2 pa P - ^ e '°^ ^is mother at three years of age, and his fa- 
ils 170*. ther at feven. In 1322, his relations ferjt for him to Sien* 
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A*, where he learned grammar under Onuphrius and philo- 
fophy under John Spaletanus. In 1 396, he Entered him- 
felf among the confraternity of the difciplinaries in the hof- 
pital de la Scala in that city ; and in 1400, when the 
plague ravaged all Italy, he attended upon the fick in that 
bofpital with the utmoft diligence and humanity. In 1404, 
he entered into a monaftery of the Franctfcan order, near 
Sienna, and having been ordained prieft, became an eminent 
preacher. He was afterwards fent to Jerufalem, as com- 
rniflary of the holy land ; and upon his return to Italy, vi- 
fited feveral cities where he preached with great applaufe. 
His enemies accufed him to pope Martin V. of having ad- 
vanced in his fermons feveral erroneous propofitions ; upon 
this he was ordered to Rome, where he is faid to have vindi- 
cated himfelf from the charge, and was allowed to continue his ibid, 
preaching. The cities of Ferrara, Sienna and Urbino, 
defired pope Eugenius IV. to appoint him their bifhop ; 
but Bernardine refufed to accept of this honour ; and under- 
took only the office of vicar general of the Fryars of the ob- 
fervance for all Italy, and repaired and founded above three a p pen rton t ^ 
hundered monafteries in that country. He died at Aquila in Cave's bi/v. 
Abruzzo, May the 20th, 1444, in the fixty-fourth year of' 1 ' 1 ?'- p 8 5* 
his age, and was canorufed in 1450, by pope Nicholas (a). AlfobrogT 1 " 

1720. 

(a) His works were publifhed at lia, and at Paris, by father John 
Venice, in 1 591, in 4 vols. 4to, by delaHayne, a francifcan, in 2 vols. 
Peter Rodolphus, bifhop of Sinigag- in folio. 

BERNIER, (Francis) fumamed the Mogol on account 
of his voyages and refidence in the Mogol's country, born at 
Angers in France. After he had taken his degree of doc- 
tor of phyfic, at Montpelier, he gratified a ftrong natural 
inclination which he had for travelling. He left his own 
country in the year 1654, and went firft to the fyoly land, 
and thence into Egypt. He continued a year at Cairo, 
where he was infected with the plague, which ra^ed at that 
time in the city. He embarked afterwards at Suez, for the 
'kingdom of the Mogol, and refided twelve years at the court 
of this prince, whom he attended in feveral of his journies, 
and acted as his phyfician for eight years. Upon his return 
to France in 1670, he publifhed thehiftory of the countries - 
which he had. vifited (a), and feveral other works in the • 

L 4 com- 

(a) His hiftory and dcfcription of pubMfoed at firft feparately in 4 diffe- 
he countries which he viiued, were rent vols with, different titles. They 

wet© 
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composition of which he fpent the remainder of his life. He 
ibotrt pour * ***** a voyage to England, in 1685, and died three year* 
fervir • 1* after at Paris, on the 3 2d of September, j688. 

kiftoire del 
Hommes U- 

Inft. torn. wcr $ afterwards; however reprinted cfteemed to be the moft exa$ account 

93. p. 364. under the general title of" Voyages de we have of thofe countries. Mr, 

edit. Pirii, Francois' Bernier, contenant la de- Bernier published alfo an abridge- 

77|3* * fcription deaEtats de grand Mogol, ment of Gafiendus's philofophy. in 

de l'Hindouftan, du Royaumc de 8 vournes, and we are likewifein- 

Kachemire, &c. Amfterdam 1699, debted to him for (evcraj philofophv- 

and 17 10, in 1 amo. % vols, They are cat pieces, 

BERNINI, or BERNIN, (Jo^w Lawrence) commonly 
palled Cavaliero Bernin, born at Naples; he was famous 
for his fkill in painting, fculpture, architecture, and mecha- 
jiicks. He began firft to be known under the pontificate of 
Paul V. who foretold his future fame as foon as he faw his 
firft performances. Rome is indebted to this artift for fome 
of her gfeateft ornaments. There are in the church of St, 
^eter, no lefs than fifteen different works of his. Of 
lloreri, thele the moft admired are the great altar and tabernacle j 
St. Peter's chair ; the Tombs of Urban VIII, and Alexander 
VII. the equeftrian ftatue of Conftantine ; the porticos fup- 
ported by a great number of pillars, which furround the 
court of« St. Peter $ the fountain in the Square Navonna ; the 
church of St. Andrew, for the novitiate Jefuits; and the 
ftatue of Daphne, in the family of the Borghefe. In; 
1665, Bernini was invited to France, to work in the 
Louvre, and here he executed a buft of the king, which 
gained him the applaufe of the whole court. He likewife 
undertook an equeftrian ftatue of his majefty. Mr. Bernini 
died at Rome, the 29th of November, *68o. He was 4 
man fomewhat auftere in his difpofition, and of a hafty vio- 
lent temj>er ; and in the buft of him at Paris, there is faUJ 
to be a great likenefs and aftrong expreflion of his temper. 

BERNOULLI, (James) a celebrated mathematician, 
born atBafil* the 27th of December 1654, After he had 
SoQtenelle ftudied pplite) literature, he learned the old philofophy of 
filf *w*** $ c ^hopls, and having taken his degrees, in the univejfity 
Bernou # ^ Bafil, applied hiqifelf to divinity, npt fo much from in- 
clination as cqmplaifance to his father. He gave very early 
proofs of his genius for mathematicks, and foon became a 
geometrician, without any affiftance from mailers, and 
at firft almoft without books ; for he was not allowed trj 
have ^ny books of this kind, and if one fell by chancy into his, 
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bands, he was obliged to conceal it that he might not incur 
the reprimands of his father, who defigned him for other ftu- 
idies. This fevwity made him qhoofe for his device, Phae- 
ton driving the chariot of the fun with thefe words, " Invito 
" patre fidera verfo," I traverf^ the ftars againft my father's 
inclination j this had a particular reference to aftronomy, 
the part pf mathematicks, to which he at firft applied himfelf. 
But the precautions of his father did not avail, for he purfued 
his favourite ftudy with great application. In 1 656 he began 
his travels. When he was at Geneva, he fell upon a me- 
thod to teach a young girl to write, though flie had loft her 
fight when fhe was but two months old. At Bourdeaux he 
compofed univerfal gnomonic tables, but they were never 
publiflied. He returned from France to his own country in 
1680. About this time there appeared a comet, the return 
of which he foretold ; and wrote a fmall treatife upon it, 
which he afterwards tranflated into Latin, He went foon 
after to Holland, where he applied himfelf to the ftudy of the 
new philofophy, and particularly to that part of the mathe- 
maticks which confifts in refolving problems, and demon- 
{(rations. After having vifited FJanders and Brabant, he Nicwwune- 
vrcnt to Calais, and paffed over from thence to England'. £^* J?" 
At ]London he contracted an acquaintance with all the moft hifcoire *» 
eminent men in the feveral fciences; and had the honour hommesii- 
©f being frequently prefent at the philofophical focieties held ^"V,^! 
at the houfe of the famous Mr. Boyle. 

He returned to his native country in 1682, and he ex- 
hibited at Bafil, a courfe of experiments in natural philofo- 
phy and mechanicks, which confifted of a variety of new 
aifcoveries. In 1682, he publiflied his effay of a newfyftem 
of comets (a), and the year following, his diflertation upon 
the weight of air (b). In 1684, he was invited to be pro- 
feffor of mathematicks at Heidelberg, and would have ac- 
cepted of this offer, had not his marriage with a lady of 
good family, fixed him in his own country. 

(a) It was publiflied at Amfter- fine and fubtle than what we breathe. 
4am in 1682, in 8vo. under the He accounts for the hardnefs of bo- 
following title, "Conamen novi Syf- cjies, from the weight "and preffuro 
tematis cometarum, pro motu eorum of the air. JJe proiefts in his pre- 
fab calculum revocando, et appari- face, that when he invented this fyf- 
tionibbs praedicendis." tem, he did not remember that ho 

(b) Publiflied at Amfterdam, in had read it in Malbranche's fearch af- 
Svo, i 6 ^3» and intitled " Diflertatio ter truth, and he congratulates him- 
de gravitate Athens et Caeli." In felf upon having fallen on the fame 
this piece he not only treats of the hypothecs with that philofopher, and 
weight of the air, but fpeaks very having traced it out by the fame 
particularly of the aether, which he fteps. Niceron>p. 61, 62. 
tappofet tp be a patter much iflorf 
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Mr. Leibnitz published about this time in the A£ta erudito* 
rum at Leipfic feme efTays on his new Calculus differentia Us 3 or 
infinimens petits, but concealed the art and method of it ; Mr. 
Bernoulli however and one of his brothers, who was like- 
wife an excellent geometrician, difcovered by the little which 
they faw of this calculus, the beauty and extent of it. They 
endeavoured therefore to unfold the fecret, and in this 
gave great proofs of their fagacity and application. In 1687, 
the profeflbrfhip of mathematicks at Bafil being vacant, 
Mr. Bernouilli was appointed his " fucceflbr. He difcharged 
this truft with universal applaufe. His reputation * drew 
a great number of foreigners from, all pajts to hear his 
Nieeron, p. Jeftures. He had an admirable talent in teaching, and 
59' adapting himfelf to the different genius and capacity of his 

fcholars. In 1699, he was admitted into the academy of * 
fciences at Paris as a foreign member, and in 1701, the 
fame honour was conferred upon him by the academy of Ber- 
lin. He wrote feveral pieces in the Afta eruditorum of 
Leipfic, the Journal des Savans, &id the Hiftoire de l'acade- 
mie des fciences. His affiduous application to his ftudies 
brought upon him the gout, and by degrees reduced him to 
a flow fever, of which he died the 16th of Auguft, 1705, 
in the 58th year of his age. Archimedes having difcovered 
Fontemtte, the proportion of a fpherc to a cylinder, circumfcribed about 
ibid. Ni- j tj orc Jered it to be engraved upon his monument. In imi- 
53^-63! tation of him, Mr. Bernoulli ordered a fpiral logarithmical 
curve to be inferibed upon his tomb, with thefe words, " Ea- 
c< dem mutata refurgo." I rife the fame though changed ! In 
allufion to the hopes of a refurreflion, and in fome meafure re- 
prefented by the properties of that curve, which he bad the 
honour of difcovering. 

BERQUIN, (Lewis De) a gentleman of Artois, who 
was burnt for being a proteftant, at Paris, April the 22d, 
eTft^'rb J $ 2 9' ^ e was ' orc ^ of a village, whence he took his name, 
M- p» 117. an( ' *° r f° me t ^ me made a confiderable figure at the court of 
France, whexe he was honoured with the title of king's coun- 
JMdp.1279. f e j] or# Erafmus fays that his great crime was openly pro- 
feifing to hate the monks ; and that from hence arofe his 
warm conteft with William Quernus, or Quercu, one of the 
rhoft violent inquifitors of his time, A charge of herefy was 
muftered up againft him, and the articles of his accufation 
were drawn out of a book which he had publifhed: He 
was thereupon committed to prifon, but when his affair came 
to a trial, he was acquitted by the judges. Hisaccufers pre- 
tended 
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tended that he would not have efcaped, x had not the king in- 
terpofed his authority, but Berquin hinjfelf afcribed it en- 
tirely to the juftice of his caufe, and was no more cautious 
than before. Some time after Noel Beda and his emiflaries 
made ex trails from fome of his books, and accufed him of 
pernicious errors, whereupon he was again fent to prifon, 
and the caufe being tried, fentence was pafied againft him ; 
that his books be committed to the flames, and that he fliould 
retract his errors, and make a proper fubmiflioo, and if he 
refufed to comply, that he fhould be burnt. Being a maa 
of an undaunted inflexible fpir it, he would fubmit to nothing ; 
and in all probability would at this time have fuffered death, 
had not fome of the judges, who perceived the violence of 
his accufers, got the affair to be again heard and examined. 
It is thought this was owing to the interceffion of madftrn 
the Regent. In the mean time Francis L returning from , 
Spain, and finding the danger of his counsellor from Beda 
and his faction, wrote to the parliament, telling them to be 
cautious how they proceeded, for that he himfelf would take 
cognizance of the affair. Soon after Lewis was fet at 
liberty. This gave him fuch courage, that he turned accufer 
againft his accufers : he profecuted them for irreligon, though, 
if he had taken the advice of Erafmus, he would have ef- « p ^"go,**** 
teemed it a fufficient triumph that he had got free of the per- 
secution of fuch people. But not content, fays Mr. Bayle, 
with efcaping out of the hands of his accufers, he muft needs 
have the honour of a victory, for a reward of his labour. 
Is not this like the crane, (continues the fame author) who 
afked for a reward after he had got his neck fafe and found 
out of the wolfs throat ? He was fent a third time to pri- 
fon, and condemned to a public recantation and perpetual 
imprifonment. He would not acquiefce in this judgment, 
and was therefore condemned as an obftinate heretic, and 
was ftrangled on the Greve, and afterwards burnt. He fuf- . 
fered death with great conftancy a/id refolution, being then 
about forty years of age* The monk who accompanied 
him on the fcafFold, declared that he had obferved in him 
fome figns of abjuration. Erafmus however believes this to 
be a falfbood. " It is always (fays he) their cuftom in like J^'* 1 ^ 
" cafes, Thefe pious frauds ferve them to maintain them- 
M felves in the glory of having avenged religion, and to 
u juftify in the mind of the people, thofe who have accufed 
•' and condemned the burnt hereticks." 

BETTERTON, (Thomas) a famous Englifh a£tor, 
generally ftyled the Englifb Rofcius. He was born in Tot- 

hil- 
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hil-ftreet, Wcftminftcr, in the year 1635; and after hav- 
ing left lchool, he is faidto have been put apprentice to a book- 
feller. The particulars however relating to the early part of his 
life, are not afcertained. However it is generally thought that 
he made his firft appearance on the ftage, in 1656, or 1657, 
at the opera-houfein Charter- houfe-yard, under the direction of 
fir William D'avenant. He continued to perform here till the 
^^Q x /reftoration, when king Charles granted patents to two com- 
on.voU s. panies, the one was called the king's company, and the other 
' col. 41*. the duke's. The former adted at the Theatre Royal in Dru- 
Seauum rv- Lane, ¥*& the latter, at the Theatre in Lincoln's Inn- 
poetarun^p. fields. Mr. Bettcrton went over to Paris, at the command of 
*9 U king Charles II. to take a view of the French fcenery, and 

at his return made fuch improvements, as added greatly to 
the luftre of the EnglUh ftage. For feveral years, both com- 
panies a&ed with the higheft applaufe, and the tafte for dra- 
matick entertainments, was never higher than whilfl thefe 
Cibber » 8 A . two companies played (a). The two companies were how- ' 
poiogy, p. ever at length united : the particular time when this union was 
75* offered, feems not to be afcertained, Mr. Gildon placing 

it in 1682, and Mr. Cibber in 1684. But however this may 
be, it was in this united company, that Mr. Betterton firft 
(hone forth with the greateft degree of luftre, for having fur- 
vived the famous adors, upon whofe model he had formed 
himfelf, he was now,at liberty todifplay his genius in its full 
extent. His merit as an a£tor may perhaps exceed defcrip- 

LifeofBet- tl0n » but '^ an ^ ea can ^ e attaine d thereof it mud be from 
tcrton,p.io. the following paflage in Mr. Cibber's Apology. " Mr. Bet- 
" terton was an a£tor (fays he) as Shakefpear was an author, 
" both without competitors, formed for the mutual affif- 
" tance and illuftration of each other's genius ! How Shake!* 
" pear wrote, all men who have a tafte for nature, may 
(c read and know ; but with what higher rapture would he 
*' ftill be read, could they conceive bow Betterton played 

(a) Mr. Cibber fay% that plays therefore of Shakefpear, Fletcher, 
having been fo long prohibited, peo- and Ben Johnfon, were divided be- 
pie came to them with greater ea- twixt them, by the approbation of 
gernefs, like folks after a long fad the court, and their own choice, fo 
to a great feaft. That women be- that when Hart was famous for O* 
ing now brought upon the ftage, thello, Betterton bad no lefs are- 
was a great advantage, for on all pu ration for Hamlet. By this means 
former ftages, female characters were the town was fupplied with greater 
performed by boys, or young men of variety of plays than could pofitbly 
the moil effeminate afpect. He takes have been (hewn, had both compa- 
' notice alfo of a rule which was efta- nies been employed at the fame time 
\ blifhed, that no play which was a&ed upon the fame play, Cibber's apology 
[ at one houfe, (hould be attempted for his ltfe, p. 74, 75, $c. 
[ at the other. All the capital plays 

% " him ! 
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u him ! Then might they know the one was born alone to 
? c fpeak, what the other only knew to write ! Pity it is that 
" the momentary beauties, flowing from , an harmonious 
<c elocution, cannot, like thofe of poetry, be their own re- 
M cord ! That the animated graces of the player can live 
€< no longer than the inftant breath and motion that prefents 
" them, or at beft can but faintly glimmer through the 
c< memory, or imperfect atteftation of a few furviving fpec- 
C( tators. Could how Betterton fpoke be as eafily known 
" as what he fpoke, then might you fee the mufe of 
" Shakefpear in her triumph with all her beauties in her beft 
" array, rifing into real life, and charming her beholders. 
« But alas ! fince all this is fo far out of the reach of defcrip- 
" tion, how (hall I fliew you Betterton ? Should I therefore 
" tell you that all the Othellos, Hamlets, Hotfpurs, Mack* 
" beths, and Brutus's, you have feen fince his time have 
" fallen (hort of him, this fiill would give you no idea of 
« his particular excellence. Let us fee then what a 
" particular comparifon may do, whether that may yet 
" draw him nearer to you ? You have feen a Hamlet perhaps, 
" who on the firft appearance of his father's fpirit, has thrown 
c< himfelf into all the {training vociferation requifite to ex- 
" prefs rage and fury, and the houfe has thundered with 
" applaufe, though the mifguided a&or was all the while 
« (as Shakfpear terms it) tearing a paffion into rags. I am 
" the more bold to offer you this particular inftance, be* 
" caufe the late Mr. Addifon, while I fat by him to fee this 
" fcene aded, made the fame bbfervation, afkingme, with 
" fome furprize, if I thought Hamlet Ihould be in fo violent 
" a paffion with the Ghoft, which, though it might have 
* c aftonifhed, had not provoked him ? For you may ob- 
u ferve, that in this beautiful fpeech, the paffion never rifes 
" beyond an almoft breathlefs aftonifhment, or an impatience, 
" limited by filial reverence, to enquire into the fufpe&ed 
" wrongs that may have raifed him from his peaceful tomb ! 
" And a defire to know what a fpirit fo feemingly diftreft, 
" might wi(h or enjoin a forrowful fon, to execute towards 
" his future quiet in the grave. 'This was the l;ght into 
." which Betterton threw this fcene ; which he "opened 
" with a paufe of mute amazement ! Then rifing fiowly to 4 
<c folemp, trembling voice, he made the Ghoft equally terrible 
" to the fpe&ator as to himfelf! And in the defcriptive part 
" of the natural emotions, which the ghaftly vifion gave him, 
" the boldnefs of his export ul a tion was ftill governed by de- 
<c cency ; manly, but not braving, his voice never rifing into 
" that feemipg outrage, or wild defiance, of what he na- 
turally 
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" turaTIy revered. Bat, alas ! to preferve this medium bc- 
** tween mouthing, and meaning too little, to keep the at-* 
4i tention more pleafingly awake by a tempered fpirit, than by 
•* meer vehemence of voice, is of all the mafter ftrokes of 
4€ an aftor, the moft difficult to reach. In this none have 
<c equalled Better ton. He that feels not himfelf the paflion 
** he would raife, will talk to a fleeping audience. But this 
•* was never the fault of Betterton. A farther excellence in 
** him was, that he could vary his fpirit, to the different 
** chara&ers he aded. Thofe wild impatient ftarts, that 
" fierce and flafhing'fire, which he threw into Hotfpur, ne- 
c< ver came from the unruffled temper of his Brutus, (for 
" I have more than once feen a Brutus as warm as Hotfpur) 
c< when the Betterton Brutus was provoked in his difpute 
*« "with Caffius, his fprrfts flew out of his eyes ; his fteady 
* c looks alone, fupplied that terror which lie drfdairred an in- 
€< temperance in his voice fliould rife to. Thus, with -a fettled 
u dignity of contempt, like an unheeding rock, he repelled 
" upon himfelf the foam of Caffius, not but in fome part of 
4 * this fcene, where he reproaches Caffius, his temper is not 
«* under this fuppreffion, but opens into that warmth, which 
c< becomes a man of virtue; yet this is that hafty fpark of an- 
" ger, which Brutus himfelf endeavours to excufe. But with. 
* c whatever ftrength of nature we fee the poet fcew at once 
« c the philofopher and the hero, yet the image of the a&or's 
" excellence, will be ftill imperfeft to you, unlefs language 
<c could put colours in our words to' paint the voice with. 
** The moft that a Vandyke can arrive at is, to make his 
" portraits of great perfons feem to think ; a Shakefpear goes 
farther yet, and tells you what his pictures thought ; a 
Betterton fteps heyond them both, and calls them from the 
" grave to breathe, and be themfelves again in feature, 
* c fpeech and motion, at once united, and gratifies at once 
" your eye, your ear, your understanding. From thefe va- 
" rious excellencies, Mr. Betterton had fo full a pofleffion of 
*< the efteem and regard of his auditors, that upon his en- 
" trance into every fcene, he feemed to feize upon the eyes 
" and ears, of the giddy and inadvertant. To have talked or 
** looked another way, would have been thought infenfibility 
" or ignorance. In all his foliloquies of moment, tl>e ftrongeft 

r ^ <c intelligence of attitude and afpe& drew you into fuch an 
" impatient gaze and eager expectation, that you almoft 
« c imbibed the fentiment with your eye, before the ear could 

Gifer'itifcu reach it/* 
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Endowed with fuch excellencies 'tis no wonder that Mr* 
Betterton attra&ed the notice of his fovereign, the protec- 
tion of the nobility, and the general refpe£t of ail ranks of 
people. The patentees however, as there was now only one 
theatre, began to confider it as a means of accumulating 
wealth to themfelves by the labours of others, and this had fuch 
an influence on their condu£^, that the a&ors had many hard* 
(hips impofed upon them, and were opprefled in the mod tyran- 
nical manner. Mr. Betterton endeavoured to convince the ma- 
nagers of the injuftice and abfurdity of fuch a behaviour. This 
language not pleafing them, they began to giveaway fome 
of his capital parts to young a&ors, fuppofing this would 
abate his influence. This policy hurt the patentees and prov- ,,.. 
ed of fervice to Betterton, for the public refented having plays '*' ,53# 
ill a£ted, when they knew they might be a&ed better. The - 
beft players attached themfelves wholly to Mr. Betterton, 
urging him to turn his thoughts on fome method of procuring 
himfelf and them juftice. Having a general acquaintance 
with people of fafhion, he reprefented the affair in fuch a 
manner, that at length, by the interceflion of the earl of 
Dorfet, he procured a patent for building a new playhoufe 
in Lincoln's- inn-fields, which he did by fubfeription. The 
new theatre was opened in 1695. Mr. Congreve accepted 
a (hare with this company, and the firft play they afted was 
his comedy of Love for Love. The king honoured it with 
his prefence; Mr. Betterton fpoke a prologue, and Mr. 
Bracegirdle an epilogue on the occafion. But notwithftand- Cibber'sHfe* 
ing all the advantages this company enjoyed, and the fa- p * 
vourable reception they at firft met with, yet they were una- 
ble to keep up their run of fuccefs, above two or three fea- 
fons. Vanbrugh and Mr. Cibber, who wrote for the other 
houfe, were expeditious in their produdions, and the fre- 
quency of new pieces gave fuch a turn in their favour, that' 
Betteiton's company, with all their merit, muft have been 
undone, had not the Mourning Bride, and The Way of . 
the World, come to their relief, and fa'ved them at the laft 
extremity. In a few Jrears however, it appearing that they 
could not maintain their independence without fome new 
fupport from their friends, the patrons of Mr. Betterton 
opened a new fubfeription, for building a theatre in the Hay- 
market, which was finifhed in 1706. Mr. Betterton however 
being now grown old, and his health much impaired by 
conftant application, declined the management of this houfe, 
frefigning it intirely to the conduct of fir John Vanbrugh, and 
Mr. Congreve j but Betterton' s ftrength now failing, aiid 
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* many of the old players dying, and other accidents intef- 8 
vening, a reunion of the companies feemed neceflary, which 
accordingly took place foon after. 

When Mr. Betterton had reached feventy, hi$ infirtnities 
epcreafed to a great degree, and his fits of the gout were ex- 
tremely fevere* His circumftances alfo grevV daily virorfe and 
worfe, yet he kept up a remarkable fpirit and ferenity of 
mind; and acted when his health would permit. The! 
publick remembering the pleafure Betterton had given 
them, would not allow lb defending a man, after fifty yeafs fer-* 
' vice, to witndraw* without fome marks of their bounty^ 
In the fpring of 1709, a benefit, which was then a very un- 
common favour* was granted to Mr. Betterton, and the 
play of Love for Love, was acted for this pUrpofe. Hehim- 
felf performed Valentine; Mrs. Bracegirdle and Mrs. Barry * 
though they had quitted the ftftge, appeared on this occailon* 
the former in the character of Angelica, and Mrs. Barry, in 
that of Frail. After the play was acted, thefe two actrefles 
appeared leading on Mr. Betterton, and Mrs. Barry (poke 
the following epilogue, written by Mr. Rowe, 

As fome brave Knight, who once with (pear and fhield 
Had fought renown in many a well-fought field, 
But now no more with facred fame infpir'd, 
Was to a peaceful hermitage retir'd ; 
There, if by chance difaft'rous tales he hears, 
Of matrons wrongs and captive virgins tears, 
'He feels foft pity urge his generous breaft, 
And vows once more to fuccour the diftreft. 
Buckled in mail he fallies on the plain, 
And turns him to the feats of arms again. 

So we to former leagues of friend(hip true, 

Have bid once more our peaceful homes adieu. 

To aid old Thomas, and to pleafure you. 

Like errant damfels boldly we engage, 

Arm'd, as you fee, for the defencelefs ftage. 

Time was when this good man no help did lack, 
* And fcorn'd that any (he fhould hold his back : 

But now, fo age and frailty have ordain'd, 

By two at once he's forc'd to be fiiftatn'd. 
. You fee what failing nature brings man to ; 
. And yet let none infult, for ought we know 

She may not wear fo well with fome of you. 
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Tho' olid, you find his ftrength is not clean paft, 
But, true as fteel, he's mettle to the laft. 
IF better he perform'd in days of yore, 
Yet now he gives you all that's in his power ; 
What can the youngeft of you all do more ? 
What he has been, tho* prefent praife be dumb, 
Shall hap'ly be a theme in times to come, • 
As now we talk of Rofcius and of Rome. 
Had you witheld your favours on this night, 
Old Shakefpear's ghoft had ris'n to do him right $ 
With indignation had you feen him frown 
Upon a worthlefs, witlefs, taftelefs town : - - 

. Griev'd and repining you had heard him fay, 
Why are the mufes labours caft away ? 
Why did I only write, what only he could play ? 
But fince, like friends to wit, thus throng'd you meet > 
Go on and make the gen'rous work complete ; 
Be true to merit, and £1 ill own his caufe, 
Find fomething more for him than bare applaufe. 
In juft remembrance of your pleafures pad 
Be kind, and give him a d if charge at laft : 
In peace and eafe life's remnant let him wear, 
And hang his confecrated buikin here. 

Mr. Betterton got by this benefit five hundred pounds, « 
and a promife was given him, that the favour (hould be > 
annually repeated as long as he lived. On the 20th of Sep- 
tember, in the fucceeding winter, he performed the pirt of . 
Hamlet, with great vivacity. This activity of his kept 
off the gout longer than ufual, but the fit returned upon him T 
in the fpring with greater violence, and it was the more un- 
lucky, as this was the time of his benefit. The play he fixed . 
upon was. The maid's tragedy, in which he acted thepart. 
of Melanthus; and notice was givea thereof by his friend ; 
theTatler; but the fit intervening, that he might not difap- * 
point the town, he was obliged to fubmit to external ap- : 
plications, to reduce the fwelling of his feet, which en- , 
abled him to appear on the ftage, though he was obliged » 
to ufe a flipper. ." He was obferved (fays Mr. C ibber) Gibber's A- 
"that day to have a, more than ordinary fpirit, and met 2£°jjf e for p- 
u with fuitable applaufe ;. but the unhappy confequence. of 99. 
" tampering with his .diftemper, was, that it flew into his •• 
" head, and killed him." He died the 28th of April, . 
17 10, and oh the id of May following, his corps was 
interred in Weffmiftfter- abbey. Sir Richard Steel attendee! 
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the ceremony, and two days after be publifhed a paper in 
the Tatler to his memory (b). Mr. Booth, who knew him 
onjy in his decline, ufed to fay, that he never few him off 
or on the ftage, without learning fomething from him 5 and 
frequently obferved that Mr. Betterton was no a&or, that he 
put on his part with his clothes, and was the very man he 

v ,. undertook to be, till the play was over, and nothing more. 

Briunwci. Soexadwas he in following nature, that the look of furprize 
he affumed in the chara&er of Hamlet, fo aftoniflied Booth 
(when he firft perfonated the ghoft) that he was unable to 
proceed in his part for fome moments (c). 

(•) u Having received notice (fayt fraid of his own heart, and per- 
the author of this paper) that the fa* feftly convince hint , that it is to ftab 
mous Mr. Betterton was to be inter* it to admit that worft of daggers, 
red this evening in theCloyfters, near jealoufv.. Whoever reads in his do- 
Weftminfler-abbey, I was refolved fct, this admirable fcene, will find 
to walk thither, and fee the laft of- that he cannot, except he has as warm 
fice done* to a man whom I bad al- an imagination as 6 ha kef pear him- 
ways very much admired, and from felf, find any but dry, incoherent and 
whofe action I had received more broken fentences: but a reader 
impreflions of what is great and no-, that has feen Betterton aft it, ob- 
ble in human nature/ than from the ferves, there could not be a word 
arguments of the moft folid philofo- added ; that longer fpeeches had 
phers, or the descriptions of the moft been unnatural, nay impofltble, m 
charming poets I had ever read. Othello's circumftajwes. Theobaxm- 
Such an actar as Mr. Betterton, ing paflage in the fame tragedy, 
ought to be recorded, with the.famc . where he tells the manner of win- 
refpedfc as Rofcius amongft the Ro- ning the afre&ion of his miftrefs, 
mans. The greateft orator has was urged wkh fo moving and grace- 
thought fit to quote his judgment, ful an energy, that while I walked 
v and celebrate his life. Rofcius was in the Clpyftera, I thought of him 
the example to all that would form with the fame concern as if I waited 
tbemfelves into a proper and win- for the remains of a perfon who had 
ning behaviour. His action was fo in real life, done alF that I had feen 
well adapted to the (entiments he ex- him represent. The gloom of the 
prefied, that the youth of Rome place, and faint lights before the ce- 
thought they wanted only to be vir- remony appeared, contributed to the 
tuous, to be as graceful in their ap- melancholy di()>ofidon I was in j and 
peirance as Rofcius. I have hardly I began to be extremely afBieted that 
a notion, that any performance of Brutus and CaJftui had any diffe- 
antiquity could furpafs the action of rencej that Hotfpur't, gallantry was 
Mr. Betterton, in any of theocca- fo unfortunate 5 and that the mirth 
fions in which he has appeared oa and good humour of Falftaff could 
our ftage. The wonderful agony not exempt trim from the grave." 
which be appeared in, when he ex* Tatter,; vol. 3. No. 167. 
•mined the circumftances of the hand- , % -- ^,. , 
kerchief in Othello 3 the mixture of ( c ' ™ ™}*»*H dramatic works 
love that intruded upon his mind up- were P*"«hed by Mr. Betterton. 
on the innocent anfwers Defdemona 1. The woman made a juftice, 
makes, betrayed in his gtfture fach a comedy. 

a variety and viciflitudeof paifions, 1. The unjuft judge j or, Apptus 

as would admoniih a man to be a- and- Virginia, a tragedy, written o- 
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rigtamlfy by Mr. John Webfter, an 3. The amorous widow* or, the 

old poet, who flourished in the reign wanton wife, a play written on th« 

' of James I. It was only altered by plan of Moliere's George Dandin. 
*ir. Betterton. 

BEVERIDGE (William) a learned Englifh divine, 
born at Barrow, in Leicefterfhire, in the year 1638. He 
was educated at St. John's college, Cambridge; where he 
applied with great aifiduity to the ftudy of the oriental lan- 
guages, and made fuch proficiency in this part of learning, 
that at eighteen years of age, he wrote a treatifc of the ex* 
eellerfcy and ufe of the oriental tongues, efpecially the Hebrew* 
Chaldee, Syriac, Arabic, and Samaritan, with a Syriac 
Grammar. The 3d of January, 1 660-1, he was ordained 
deacon by Robert, bifhop of Lincoln, and prieft the 31ft of 
that month, and about the fame time, was prefented to the 
vicarage of Yealing in Middlefex, which he refigned about 
ftf ajgar after* upon his bteing.chofen redtor of St. Peter's, Corn- tfewc&utt** 
Ky hill, by the lord mayor and aldermen of London, He ap- Report Re- 
plied himfelf to the difcharge of his roiniftry, with the ut- clefiaft - v <& 
moft zeal and affiduity. He. was highly inftruclive in his ,p ' 7+- 
difcourfeS from the pulpit ; and his labours were crowned 
with fuch fuccefs, that he was {tiled, « The great reviver and ibid. p. 5*0, 
reftorer of primitive piety.' Btfhop^ Hinchman his Dio- 93* 
/cefan having conceived a great efteem for him* collated him 
p to the prebend of Chifwick, in the cathedral of St. Paul's, 
on the 22 d of December, 1674; and this bifliop's fucceflbr, 
Dr. Compton, conferred upon him the archdeaconry of Col- 
chefter, on the 3d of November, 1681. Noyember 
the 5th, 1684, he was inftalled prebendary of Canterbury, 
and about the fame time was appointed chaplain to king Wil- 
liam and queen Mary. In 1691, he was offered, but re- 
fufed to accept of, the fee of Bath and Wells, vacant by the de- 
privation of Dr. Kenn j for not taking the oaths to king Wood'sFaf- 
William and queen Mary. But fome time after he accepted ti, vol. ii. 
of that of St. Afaph, and was confecrated, July 16, 1704. «**• *7*- 
Upon his advancement to the epifcopal chair, he wrote a 
moft pathetick letter to the clergy of his diocefe, recom- 
mending to them, ** The duty of catechifing and inftrudHng 
the people committed to their charge, in the principles of the 
chrtftian religion, to the end they might know,what they were 
to believe, and do, in order to falvation." And to enable 
them to do this the more effectually, he fent them a plain 
expedition upon the church catechifm. This good prelate 
did not enjoy his epifcopal dignity above three years and 
fome months, for he died March the 5th, r/07, in the 71ft 
year of his age, and was buried in St. Paul's Cathedral. 
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He left the greateft part of his eftate to the focieties for pro- 
pagating chriftian knowledge. To the curacy of Mount 
Sorrel, and vicarage of Barrow, in the county of Leicefter, 
he bequeathed twenty pounds a year, on condition that 
prayers be read morning and evening every day, according 
to the liturgy of the church of England, in the chapel and 
parifh church aforefaid ; with the fum of forty {hillings year- 
ly, to be divided equally upon Chriftmas-eve, among eight 
poor houfe-keepers of Barrow, as the minifter and church- 
wardens fhould agree. 

Bifhop Beveridge has had a high chara&er given him by 
No. 74. vol k vera ' writers. The author of a letter publifhed in the Guar- 
1. ' ' dian, having made an extraft out of the bifhop's flrft fer- 
mon in the fecond volume relating to the Deity, tells 
us that it may, for acutenefs of judgment, ornament of 
fpeech, and true fublime, compare with any of the choiceft 
P. 190/ 4th writings of the ancient fathers, or do&ors of the church, 
edit. Lond. w h lived neareft to the apoftles times. Dr. Henry Felton, 
I73 ° # in his diflertation on reading the claffics, and forming a 
juft ftyle, written in the year 1709, &c. tells us 4< That 
<c our learned and venerable bifhop hath delivered himfelf 
" with thofe ornaments alone, which his fubject fuggefted 
*' to him, and hath written in that plainnefs and folemnity 
"of ftyle, that gravity and fimplicity, which give autho- 
" rity to the facred truths he teacheth, and unanfwerable evi- 
" dence to the doctrines he defendeth ; that there is fome- 
* 4 thing fo great, primitive, and apoftolical in his writings, 
" that it creates an awe and veneration in our mind. 
<c That the importance of his fubje&s is above the decoration 
<c of words, and what is great and majeftic in itfelf, looketh 
Mfc of bi- 4< moft like itfelf, the lefs it is adorned." Mr. Nelfon obferves, 
fi | cdi 61 ^ " Th^t he cannot forbear ackowledging the favourable dif- 
Lond. 1714, " penfation of providence, to the prefent age, in bleffing it 
^•75^76. " with fo many of thofe pious difcourfes which our truly 
<c primitive prelate delivered from the pulpit 5 and that he 
c< rather takes the liberty to call it a favourable difpenfation 
" of providence, becaufe the bifhop gave no orders himfelf, 
<c that they fhould be printed, but humbly neglected them 
<c as not being compofed for the . prefs. But that this cir- 
<fi cumftance is fo far from abating the worth of the fermons, 
gi or diminifhing the character of the author, that Mr. Nel- 
fon thinks it raifes the excellency of both ; becaufe it 
fhews at once, the true nature of a popular difcourfe, and 
the great talent he had that way. For to improve the 
generality of hearers, they muft be taught all the myfte- 
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€t Ties of chriftianity, and the holy inftitutions belonging 
" to it ; fince it is upon this true foundation, that the prao 
" tice of chriftian virtues mud be built, to make them ac- 
c< ceptable in. the fight of God. And then all this muft be 
" delivered to the people in fo plain and intelligible a ftyle, 
" that they may eaflly comprehend it; and it muftbe ad* 
c< dreffed to them in fo affecting and moving a manner, that 
" their paffions may be winged to a vigorous profecution 
" of what is taught. Mr. Nelfon tells us, that if he is not 
" miftaken, the fermons of our learned bifhop anfwer this 
" character; and that he is confirmed in this opinion by the 
u judgment of thofe, who are allowed to have the greateft 
" talents for the pulpit, as well as for all other parts of 
« c learning (a)," 

' , 1 

(a) Biihop Beveridge left many tian life ; or neceflary directions for 

learned works. Thofe publUhed by its beginning and progrefs upon 

himfelf are as follow : earth, in order to its final perfection 

j. De Linguarum Orientalium, in the Bea tick Virion. Lond. 1709. 

praefertim Hebraicae, Chaldaicse, Sy- 8. The great necefiity and advan- 

riacs, Arabics, & Samaritanicse, tage of public prayer and frequent 

pneftantia ufu. Lond. 1658. communion. Defigned to revive pri- 

2. Inftitiitionum Chronologicarum mitive piety j with meditations, 
libri duo, una cum totidem arithme- ejaculations, and prayers, before, at, 
tices chronologies libellis. Lond. and after the facrament. Lond. 
1669. 1710. Thefe have been reprinted 

3. ZuroJWev, five Pandedae Cano- feveral times in 8vo. and iimo. 
nam S. S, apoftolorum et concilio- 9. One hundred and fifty fermons 
rum ab Epclefia Graeca receptorum, and difcourfes on feveral fubje&s* 
ftc. Oxonii 2 vol. fol. 1672. Lond. 1708, &c. ini2 vol. Svo. re- 

4. Codex Canonum Ecclefiae Pri- printed at London, 1719, in 2 vol. fol* 
mitivx vindicatus & iluftratus, Lond, io. Thefaurus Theologicus 5 or, 
1679. A compleat fyftem of divinity, fum- 

5. The church catechifm explained med up in brief notes upon fele& pla- 
for the ufe of the diocefe of St. A- ces of the Old and New Teftament 5 
faph. Lond. 1704, 4to, reprinted wherein the facred text is reduced 
feveral times fince in a fmall volume, under proper heads, explained and 

Befides the above mentioned illuftrated with the opinions and au* 

works of this prelate, we have thorities of the ancient fathers, coun- 

the following, published after his cils, &c. London, 1711, 4 vol. 8vo. 
death. II. A defence of the book of 

6. Private thoughts upon religion, Pfalms, collected into Engliih me«* 
digefted into twelve articles, with tre, by Thomas Sternhold, John 
practical refolutions formed there- Hopkins, and others, with critical 
upon s written in his younger years obfervations on the new verfion com* 
(when he was about twenty three pared with the old. London, 1710, 
years old) for the fettling of his prin- 8vo. In this book he gives the old ver- 
ciples and conduct of life. Lond. fion the preference to the new. 
2709. 1 2. Exposition of the 39 articles, 

7. Private thoughts upon a chrif- London, 17I0, 1716, fol, 

BEVERLAND, (Hadrian) a writer towards the end of 
the fixteenth century, born at Middleburgh, in Zealand. He 
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was a man of genius, but proftituted his talents, by em-. 
ploying them in the compofition of loofe and obfeeoe pieces* 
He took the degree of doctor of law, and became an advo- 
cate \ but his paffion for polite literature diverted him from, 
the abftrufe ftudy of the law. He was a paifionate admirer 
FiftiOioni- °^ ^ v ^» Catullus, Petronius, and fuch authors. Mr. Woo4 
•nf«, vol.?, tells us that Beverland was at the univerftfy of Oxford > Ul 
col. i?9, 2d 1672. His treatife on original fin (a), involved him in great 
edit. Und. trou y e anc j difficulties. He was committed to prifon at %b,Q 
Hague, and his book condemned to be burnt ; he was dif-r 
charged however after he had paid a fine, and taken an oath, 
that he would never write again upon fuch fubjects. He re- 
moved to Utrecht, where he led a moft diflblute life, ?nd 
boafted every where of his book, which had been burnt at 
the Hague. His behaviour at length obliged the magistrates 
to fend him notice privately, that they expected he fhould 
immediately leave the city. He removed from thence to Ley- 
den, where he wrote a fevere fatyr again ft the magiftrates 
and rninifters of that city, under the title of " Vox Clarrjantis 
in deferto," which was difperfed in manufcript. But finding 
after this, that it would not be fafe for him to remain in HoU 
land, he went over to England, where Dr. Ifaac Vo/Dus 
procured him a penfion. His income was inconfidera- 
ble, yet he fpent the greateft part of it in purchasing 
fcarce books, obfeene defigns, pictures, medals, and 
ftrange (bells. He feems afterwards to have repented of his 
irregular life, and to have been forry he had written fucb 
pieces (b). And as an attonernent he is faid to have publifhed 
his Treatife de fornicatione cavenda (c), in 1698. He tells 

(a) It is intitled Peccatum Origi- (b) In 1680, he publifhed in 8vo. 

BAle x*r fc^o^ v > ^ c nuncupatum phir at Leyden, his book intitled, Do 

jologice problematicos elucubratum Stolatae Virginitatis jure Lucubratio 

4 Themidis alumno. Vera redic fa- Academica, which is a very loofe 

fies, diflimulata pent. Eleuthero- piece. He wrote like wife another 

poJi. Extra plateam obfeu ram, fine of the fame kind 5 De Proftibulis Ve» 

privilegio authoris, abfque ubi 3c terum, i.e. Of the Brothels of the 

quando. At the end of the book ancients ; part of which was inferred 

are thefe words, In horto Hefperi- by Ifaac Voffius in his commentary 

dum typis Adami Evae Terra? filii, upon Catullus. Niceron, memoires 

1678. Hisdefign in this piece, is to pour fervir a l'hift. homines illuftr. 

(hew, that Adam's fin confifted en- edit, de Paris, I7I3. p. 344, 346. 
tirdy in the commerce with his wifo (c) The title of it is as follows. 

and that original fin is' nothing elfe De Fornicatione cavenda admoni- 

feut the inclination of the fexes to tio, Ave adhortatio ad pudicltiam & 

each other. He expatiates very ca(Utatem» An admonition to a- 

largely upon this inclination, and void fornication, or an exhortation 

the effects of it, and introduces the to continence and charity, Printc4 

jasftpfeftene term;, «( J-ondop, in 8vo, 1698. 
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us in an advertifement prefixed to this book, that it was the 
refult of his repentance,' and /peaks of his loofe pieces in the 
following terms. " I condemn the warmth of my impru- 
** <knt youth, I deteft my loofe ftyle, and my libertine 
<c fentiments. I thank God, who has removed from my 
€€ eyes the veil, which blinded my fight in a miferable 
" manner, and who would not fuffer me any longer to 
*' leek out weak arguments to defend this crime, tie has 
" likewife irtfpired me with fuch a refolution, that I have 
burnt all that I have written upon this fubjed, and fent to 
the reftor Magnificus of the univeriity of Leyden, the 
" books de Proftibulis Veterum. I defire all perfons who 
" have procured any manufcript of my writing either pri* 
c< vatdly or in any other method, to return it to me, that 
" I may burn it myfelf. And if any perfon fhould refute 
" this, I wifli him all the misfortunes which ufe to happen 
" to one who violates his truft (d)." Yet notwithftanding 
thefe expreffions, his fincerity has been fufpeded, and it 
has been alledged that he wrote this laft piece with no othfefc 
view than to raife thecuriofity of mankind, to enquire afte* 
the former piece. After Voffius's death, he fell into the) 
moft extreme poverty, and incurred an univerfal hatred front 
the many Violent fatyrs, which he had wrote againft different 
perfons, Befides this misfortune, his head began to be a 
little turned; and in the year 1712, he wandered from one Niceronme-: 
part of England to another, imagining that two hundred 21t. r ?e *£ 
men bad confederated together to auaffinate him* It is pro- r« 1731. 
bable that he died foon after, for we hear no more of him t0R> * H-.F* 
from that time. ' **°' 

(d) The paflTageintbo original is hoc argumento fcripferam, com- 

t$ follows, " Datnno calorem impro- buflerim, & Ijbres de i\ V. ad Rec- 

▼idae illius aetatis $ detertor adulteri- torem M. Academise Lugduno Bata- 

num Ay lam ie nequiorem fenfum. vac tranfmiferim. R050 omnes, qui 

Gratia* Deo, qood tandem velamcn, clam, vi, vel precario aliquid a ni« 

quo mifere caecutiebam, aboculis me- pofiident M. S, utiftud mini remit* 

is amoverit, nee iiverit me diutius tant, ut & ipfe quoque tradam Vul- 

huic pertinaciae patrocinia quaerere cano. Quod ft quis negligat, itli 

abfurdiora. Idem ille Deus earn mi- omnes imprecpr calamitates, quae 

itime&eera dedit, ut omnia, quacde maligno & perfido forent contingcre." 

BEVERLY, (John of) archbifliop of York, in the eighth 
century, born of a noble family, at Marpbam* ^fmall town 
in Northumberland. He was inftru&ed in the learned Ian- Bale*, A 
guages by Theodore, archbifliop of Canterbury, and was^ t pt ^ B * 
efteemed one of the beft fcholars of his time. He became 94, * 
in high favour with Alfred king of Northumberland, w&q in 
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Befc, Hift. *c year 685, gave him the fee of Haguftald or Hexaim 
ecciet. gent, and in 687, tranflated him to that of York. In 704, this 
Ang.L5.c2. p re i a te founded a college at Beverly, for fecular priefts* 
which was afterwards endowed with very confujertble 
Britannia by immunities. Among other privileges, it had that of an 
Bp. Gibfon, afylum or (actuary for debtors, and perfons fufpe&ed for ca- 
Uft edit.™i. pital crimes. Within it flood a chair of ftone with this in- 
*. col. S91. f cr jp t j on : « Haec fedes lapidea freedftool dicitur, i. e. Pa- 
cis Cathedra, ad quam reus fugiendo perveniens oranimo- 
dam habet fecuritatem." That is, this fl one feat, is called 
Freedftool, /. e. The chair of peace, to which what criminal 
foever flies has full protection." After he had governed the 
fee of York thirty-four years, he diverted himfdf of his epis- 
copal character, and retired to Beverly; and four years after 
$Jied in the odour of fanctity, on the 7th of May, 721. 
Ibid. " About the middle of the 16th century, f fays Mr. Camden) 

11 in the year 1 564, upon opening a grave, they met with 
" a vault of fquared free-ftone, fifteen feet long, and two 
f< feet broad at the head, but at the feet a foot and a half 
** broad* Within it was a fheet of lead four feet long, 
" and in that the aflies, and fix beads, (whereof three 
" crurribled to duft with a touch, and of three remaining 
*« two were fuppofed to be cornelian) with three great brafs 
** pins, and four large iron nails. Upon the fheet lay a 
«' leaden plate, with a Latin infeription to the following pur- 
« pofe. In the year of our Lord n88, this church was 
" burnt in the month of September, on the night following 
« 6 the feaft of St, Matbew the apoftle ; and in the year 1 197, 
<c on the 6th of the Ides of March, enquiry was, made after the 
" reliques of St. John in this place, and thefe bones werefoun4 
<< in the eaft part of the fepulchre, and were buried here, and 
" there alfo duft mixt with mortar was found and buried. v 
The day of his death was appointed a feftival by a fynod held 
at London, in 1416. Bede, and other monkifh writers., 
aicribe feveral miracles to John of Beverly (b). Between 

three 

• (a) " A youtfo (fays Bede) that i€ the alphabet." Next he tried him 

" had been dumb from his infancy, with (ingle words, and afterwards 

" being brought to the good bifhop, with fentencesj and from that time 

'" he ordered him to put out his the young man had the free and en- 

" tongue. 5 and making thefignof tire ufe of fpcech. A nun in the 

" the crofs upon it, he commanded monastery of Wat ton, named Quo- 

" him to diaw it in again. Then ho anburg, having been blooded in tbe 

* • •' bad him pronounce the letter A, arm, and the wound fettering, was, 

V which he readily did; theri the through the violence of the pain oc- 

« letter B, and fo on quite through cafioned thereby, brought in danger 

... . . .of 
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three and four hundred years after his death, his body was 
tjiken up by Alfric, archbifhop of York, and placed in a 
flirine richly adorned with $lver, gold, and precious ftones. T j^g^^ 
We are told that William the Conqueror, when he ravaged Ad. Pontif, 
Northumberland with a numerous army, fpared Beverly Ebw 
alone, out of a religious veneration for St. John of that place* 
This prelate wrote fome pieces, which are mentioned by 
Sale and Pitts (c). 

of death. The abbefs hereupon de- which means (he was inftantly made 

fired the archbishop, who was come whole, and ferved the good bUhop 

thither, to vifit the poor girl, and - at table. Of the fame (lamp are 

affift her with his prayers ; which the other miracles recorded by Bede. 

John accordingly did, and gave her Hid. Eccles. Gent. Ang. lib. v. c.a. 

his benediction. From that inftant ,*„«-— .. A _^. „«.- 

! . t . „ _. <u (c) Thefe two writers mention the 

her pain began to abate, and (he v ' f 11 * 

was foon reltored to perfect health. *" 

Another time, having confecrated a 1. Pro Luca exponenda. 

church, and being invited to a din- a* Homiliae in Evangelia. 

per by a nobleman named Puch, 3. Epiftolae ad Hildam Abbatif- 

whofe wife lay tick jn bed j John fam. 

fent her fome of the confecrated wa- 4. Epiftolae ad Herebaldum, An- 

ter, ordering her to drink it $ by denum et Bertinum. 

BEZA (Theodore) a moft zealous promoter and de- 
fender of the reformed church, born at Vezelai, in Burgun- 
dy, June the 24th, 15 19. He was brought up by his uncle 
Nicholas dp Beze ; counfellor of the parliament of Paris, 
till December 1528, when he was fent to Orleans under the 
care of Melchior Wolmar. He lived feven years with Wol- 
mar, under whom he made an extraordinary progrefsin po- 
lite learning, and from him imbibed the principles of the 
proteftant religion. His uncle intended him for the bar. ^wolmV 
The /aw however not fuiting his dipofition, he beftowed moft rum. 
of his. time in reading the Greek and Latin authors, and in 
compofing verfes. He took his licentiate's degree in 1539, 
and went to Paris. He had made a promife to a young 
woman to marry her publickly as foon as fome obftacles 
fhould be removed, and in the mean time not to engage 
himfelf in the ecclefiaftical ftate. A fudden and dangerous 
illnefs prevented him fome time from putting his defign 
into execution, but as foon as he had recovered he fled with 
this* woman to Geneva; where he arrived, October the 
24th 1348, and from thence went to Tubingen, to fee Mel- 
phior Wplmar. The year after he accepted of the Greek 
profeflbrfhip at Laufanne ; which he held for nine or ten 
years, and then returned to Geneva, where he becamca 
proteftant minifler. He did not confine himfelf whilft he h^ 
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held bis profefibrfhip, to the Greek lectures, but alfo read 
in French on the New Teftament, and publiflied feveral 
books whilft he refided at Laufanne (a). Having fettled at 
Geneva in 1559, he adhered to Calvin in the ftricteft man- 
ner, and became in a little time his coilegue in the church 
and in the univerfity. He was font to Nerac, to the king 
of Navarre, to confer with him upon aflkirs of importance. 
A Fa w ^kk prince had expreifed his defire bpth by letters 
' ^u*to!i ancl deputies that Theodore Be2a might affift at the 
bimTh. Be- conference of P6iffi, and the fenate of Geneva complied 
ae,p.»i. w } t h hj^ r equeft, nor could they have made choice of a per- 
fon more capable of doing honour to the caufe, for Bcza 
was an excellent ipeaker, be knew the world, and had a 
great {hare of wit The whole audience hearkened atten- 
tively to his harangue till he touched upon the real pre- 
sence, on which fubje& he dropt an e;:pre3ion which occa- 
sioned jfome murmuring (b). Throughout the whole con* 
ference, he behaved himfelf as a very able man. He often 
preached before the king of Navarre, and the prince of 
. Conde. After the maflacre of Vaffi, he was deputed to the 
king to complain of this violence ; the civil war followed 
ibon after, during which the prince of Conde kept him with 

(a) The firft piece he publiflied One of the raoft remarkable writing* 

here was a French tragi-comedy, in- which he published during hit ftay 

titled* Le Sacraflce d* Abraham, at Laufanne, was the treatife, n De 

Jacomot turned it into Latin, in «' Httretiris a magiftratu puniendis." 

1598. Almoft at the fame time, He published it by way of aafwer to 

James Bruno translated it into the the book which Caftalio, under the 

fame language at Amfterdam. It feigned name of Martinus Bellius, 

lias been re-printed feveral times, had compofed on this important fub- 

Pafquier thus fpeaks ©fit. " A- jec>, a little after the punishment of 

*' bout this time was Theodore de Servetus. 

*' Bezc, a brave French and Latin He publiflied alfo at this place, 
*' poet, he compofed the facrificc A Short exposition of Christianity 

** of Abraham in French vcrfe 5 it ex docVina de sterna Dei Praedefti- 

€t was drawn in fo lively a manner, natione $ 

" that the reading of it has made An anfwer to Toachim WeStpha- 

" tears fall from my eyes.** lus, concerning the Lord's Supper; 

Beza had been accuftomed to go to Two dialogues on the fame fub- 

Geiieva in the vacations, to fee CaU je& againft Tillemannus Hefhufiusj 
*vin, who exhorted him to dedi- And an anfwer to Caftalio con- 

cate his talents to the fervice of the cerning the doctrine of predestination, 
church, and advifed him to finim (b) ,The expreffion was this, 

what Marot had begun. Bezafol- " We fay that the body of Jefus 

lowed this advice, and translated the " Christ is as diftant from the bread 

hundred pfaims that remained, into " and wine, as the higheft heaven 

- French verfe, and they were printed, "is from the earth." Beza, hiih 

with the king's privilege, in 1561. ccclefiait. book 4. p. 516* 
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him. Beza was prefent at the battle of Dreux, and did not 
return to Geneva till after the peace of 1563. He revijited 
France in 1568. He publifhed f^veral books alter his return to 
Geneva (c). He went again to France in 157 1, to afliff at 
the national fynod of Kochelle, of which he was 9hofen 
moderator. The year after he was prefent at that of Nifmes, 
"where he oppofed the faction of John Morel. He was at 
the conferences of Montbeliard, in 1586, where he difputed 
witfy John Andrea? a divine of Tubingen* Beza defired that 
tfee 4ifpi\te might be held by arguments in for*rn ; but he was 
obliged to comply with his adversary, who was unwilling t& 
be conftrained by the rules of fyllogifm. In 1588, he was 
at the k fynod of Bern, when the dodrine of Samuel Huberus 
relating to our juftification before God, was condemned. Fayw, ibi^, 

The infirmities of old age beginning to fall heavy upon him *" 55 * 
in 1597, ^ e c °u)d feldom fpeak in publick; and at 
laft he left it off intirely in the beginning of the year 1600. 
However in 1597 he wrote fome animated verfes againft 
the Jefuits, on occafion of the report that was made of 
his death, and of his having before he died made profeffion 
of the Roman faith. He lived till the thirteenth of October, 
1605. He was a man of extraordinary merit, and one who 

(c) Soon after the eftabli(hment Latin vtrfe. He published a treatife 

in the church of Geneva, he turned of the facraments, and a book againft 

" into Latin a confeflion of faith, which Hoffmannus, fome fermons on the 

he had formerly written in French, paflion of Jefus Chrift, and on Solo- 

to juftify bimfelf to his father, and to mon's fong j a verfion of the Canti- 

endeavour to convert the good old cles in lyric verfe, an anfwer t« 

man. HepublifliedthisconfeiSonin Genebrari, to whom this transition 

2560, and dedicated it to hie matter had afforded a new fubje& of re- 

Melchior Wolmar. His pen lay ftill peating his abufes. 
whilft he was in the army, either In 1590, he published his treatife 

with the prince of Conde, or the de Excommunicatione & Prelbyterio, 

admiral de % Coligny 5 but as foon as againft Thomas Eraftus. Some tim* 

he was come back to Geneva, he after, he examined Saravia's book, 

wrote two anfwers, one to C aft alio, de Miniftrorum Evangelii Gradibus. 

the other to Francis Baudouin. A more particular account of his 

He afterwards attacked Brentius, writings may be feen in Anthony la 

and James Andreas, upon their doc-. Faye's catalogue, at the end of hit 

trine of the Ubiquity. About the work de Vita * Obitu Theodort 

feme time he wrote his book de Di- Beza; $ but be has omitted the Icones 

▼ortiis & Repudiis, againft Bernardine of the famous men who fet their hand 

Ochin, who had written in favour of to the work of the reformat 

polygamy, tion, and the eccteflaftical hiftory 

He atfo attacked the errors of Fla- of the reformed churches therey 

eius IUyricus. He anfwered Clau- a very curious work, which reaches* 

dius de Saintes, Selneccerus, James from 1521, down to the peace of 

Andreas, Pappus, &c. Hetranflat- March 13, 1563. 
#Hbe pfalms of David into all fortt of 

did 
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did great fervices to the proteftant caufe ; but this expofed 
him to innumerable (landers and calumnies ; but he {hewed 
both to the Catholicks and Lutherans, that he underftood 
how to defend himfelf. His poems intitled Juvenilia,, have 
made a great noife (d). They have been thought. to contain 
verfes too free, and not fuited to the purity of the Chriftian 
religion. 

(d) They were printed at Paris in for three years. Thefe poems con- 
1548, by Jodocus Badius Afcenfius, fift of Silv«, Epitaphs, Images, 
with a privilege of the parliament Icones, and Epigrams. 

BIDDLE, (John) an eminent Englifh writer amongft the 
Socinians, born in 1615, at Wotton-under-Edge, in Glou- 
count of the cefterfhire. He was educated at the frce-fchool in this town, 
life of T. and being a promifing youth, was taken notice of by George, 
Biddie, pre- Jjord Berkeley ; who allowed him an exhibition of ten pounds 
ift vol. of a y ear ( A )* I n ^34 he was fent to the univerfity of Oxford, 
Socinian and entered at Magdalen hall. On the 23d of June 1683, he 
t»as,prmt- tpok the degree of bachelor of arts, and foon after was in- 
don* 1691. v * te ^ to k e ma ft er °f the fchool of his native place, but de- 
4x0. cltned it. May the 20th, 1641* he took his degree of mafter 

of arts, and the magiftrates of Gloucester having chofen him 
mafter of the free- fchool of St. Mary de Crypt in that city, 
he went and fettled there, and was much efteemed for his 
Ibid. p. 4. diligence. But falling into fome opinions concerning the 
50 " ,# Trinity, different from thofe commonly received (b), and 
having expreffed his thoughts with too much freedom, he was 
accufed of herefy : and being fummoned before the magis- 
trates, he exhibited in writing a confeffion, which not being 
thought fatisfa£tory, he was obliged to make another more 
explicite than the former. When he had fully coniidered this 
doctrine, he comprifed it in twelve arguments drawn out of 
rfie fcripture; wherein the commonly received opinion, 

touching 

(a) Whilft he was at fchool he Wood's Athena;, edit. 1721, vol, a, 

translated Virgil's eclogues, and the col. 300. 

two firft fatyrs of Juvenal into Eng- (b) The author of his life tells us, 

lifh verfe. Both which tranflations " that having laid afide the impedi- 

were printed at London in 163410 " ments of prejudice, he gave him- 

8vo. and dedicated to John Smith, " felf liberty to try all things, that ho 

of Nibley, in the county of Glou- " might hold fa ft that which is good, 

ceftcr, Efq. He compofed likewife " Thus diligently reading the holy 

and recited before a full auditory " fcriptures (for Socinian books he 

an elaborate oration, in Latin, on the " had read none) be perceived the 

death of one of his fchool-fellows, " common tfoclrjne concerning the, 
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touching the deity of the Holy fpirtt, is refuted (c). An ac- 
quaintance who had a copy of them, having (hewed them 
to the magiftrates of Gloucefter, and to the parliament com- 
mittee then refiding there, he was committed on the fecond 
of December 1645, to the common gaol, (tho' at that time 
affii&ed by a fore fever) to remain in that place, till the par- 
liament (hould take cognizance of the matter. However, an 
eminent perfon in Gloucefter procured his enlargement, by 
giving fecurity for his appearance when the parliament fhould 
fend for him. In June 1646, archbifliop Ufher paffing Ib;d 
through Gloucefter in his way to London, had a conference 
with our author, and endeavoured, but in vain, to perfuade 

" holy trinity was not well ground- 7. He that is the gift of God, is 

" ed in revelation, much lefs in not God. The holy fpirit is the gift 

" reafon, and being as . generous in of God. Ergo. Ads xii. 17. 

" fpeaking as free in judging, he 8. He that changeth place, is not. 

"did, as occafion offered, difcover God. The holy fpirit changeth place* 

" his reafon of questioning it." Ergo. Luke iii. 21, 24. John i. 32. 

(c) His twelve arguments are as 9. He that prayetb unto Chrift to 

follow. come to judgment, is not God. Tht> 

1. He that is diftinguifhed 'from holy fpirit doth fo. Ergo. Rev* 
God, is not God. The holy fpirit is xxii. 17. 

diftingoimed from God. Ergo. This 10. 'He in whom men have not 

he grounds upon thofe pafiages of believed, and yet have been difclptes 

fcripture, where the holy fpirit is and believers, is not God. Men have) 

called the fpirit of God, faid to be not believed in the holy fpirit* and 

fent by God, &c. yet have been fo. Ergo. Ads xix. 2* . . 

2. If he that gave the holy fpirit to 1 1. He that hath an underftanding 
the Ifraelites to inftrutt them, be Je- dtftinftfrom that of God, is not God, 
hovah alone, then the holy fpirit is The holy fpirit hath underftanding 
not Jehovah, or God. But he that diftin& from that of God, Ergo*, 
gave the holy fpirit to the If- John xvi. 13, 14,1s* 

raelites to inftrud them, is Jeho- 12. He that hath a will diftinct in 

van alone. . Ergo. Nehem. ix. 6. number from that of Ood, is not God. 

20. The holy fpirit hath a will diftin& ia> 

3. He that fpeaketh not of him- number from that of God, Ergo* 
felf, is not God. , The holy fpirit Rom. viii. 26, 27. 

fpeaketh not of himfelf. Ergo. John Thefe twelve arguments, &c, were 

xvi. 13. firft pubKmed in 164,7, and reprint- 

4. He that heareth from another ed in 1653, and laftly in >6£i, 4to. 
what he mail fpeak, is not God. The in a collection of Socinian tracts, in- 
Holy fpirit doth fo. Ergo. John titled, The Faith of one God, &c. 
xvi. 13. They were anfwered by Mathew 

5. He that receiveth of another's, Poole, M. A. the learned editor of 
is not God. The holy fpirit doth Synopfis Criticorum, in his plea for the 
fov Ergo. John xvi. 14. Godhead of the Holy Ghoft, &c. 

6. He that' is fent by another,' and by Nicholas Eftwick, M. A. as- 
is not God. The holy fpirit is alfo by Dr. Cloppenburch, and Sa- 
fest by another* Ergo* John muel Des Marets, Profeflbrs in Hol- 
xvi. 7. land. 
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bim of his errors (d). Six months after he had been fet at 
liberty he was fummoned to appear at Weftrninfter, and tho 
parliament appointed a committee to examine him j before 
whom he freely confefled, That he did net acknowledge the 
commonly received notion of the divinity of the Holy Gnoft $ 
but, however, was readjr to hear what could be o^pofed te 
bim, and if he could not mdke out his opinio!) to be true* 
honeftly to own his error* But being wearied with tedious* 
and expenfive delays, he wrote a letter to Sir Hemy Vane, a 
member of the committee, requefting him either eo procure 
his difcharge, or to make a report of his cafe to the houfe 
of common*. The refult of this was his being committed to 
the cuftody of one of their officers, (which reftraint con- 
tinued the five years following. ) He was at length tefenfed" 
to the affembly of divines then fitting at Weftminfter* btfote 
whom he often appeared, and gave them in writing his twelve, 
arguments, which were published the fame year. Upon their 
publication he was fummoned to appear at the bar of tfcg'. 
houfe of commons ; where being afked, Whether he owiftd 
this treatife, and the opinions therein, he anfwered in the af- 
firmative. Upon which he was committed to prifon, and* 
the houfe -ordered) on the 6th of September, 1647, that the 
beck ftxwld be called in and burnt by the hangman, and 1 the 
authorise examined by the committee of plundered inidifters ; 
and it Was accordingly burnt the 8th of the fame month. But* 
whitelock't Mr. Biddle drew a greater ftorrn upon himfelf by two tra&s 

JSTf'a ** P 1 * 1 ** 1 ** 1 in thc y car l6 * 8 » " A Confeffion of Faith 
f. »6«! 3a ' * toudhing the holy Trinity according to the fcripture; and 
" The testimonies of Irenaeus, Juitin Martyr, TertuIIian, 
c< Novatianus, Theophilus, Origen. As alfo of Arnobius* 
u La&antius* Eufebius, Hilary, and Brightman; concern* 
" ingthat one God, and the perfons of the holy Trinity, 
•* together with obfervations on the fame.** As foon asthfey^ 
were publilhed the affembly of divines follicited the parlia* 
ment, and procured an ordinance, infliding death upon 
thbfethat held opinions contrary to the received do&rine 

(d) " BUhopUflier"(faysMr.Ed- « rof, or elfe the whole church of 

wards) " coming through Glouttf- " Cbrift, who bad in all ages wor- 

€i ter, fpake with him, and ufedjhim " (hipped the Holy Ghoft, had been 

" with all fairnefs and pity, as well " guilty of idolatry j but the man 

". as ftrength of arguments, to con- " was no whit moved either by the 

" yince him of his dangerous error* " learning, gravity, piety, or zeal 

" A miniftei of the city of Glou- " of the good bifliop, but continued 

"* cefter told me, the Biftiop laboured " obftinate!" The third part of. 

„ " £0 convince him, telling him that Gangraena, &c. by T.Edwards, Lond. 

" either he was in a damnable «r- 1646, 410. p. 87. 
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about the Trinity, and fevere penalties upon thofe who dif- 
fered in leffer matters. Mr. Biddle however efcaped by a « 
difiention in the parliament, part of which was joined by the 
army, many of whom, both officers and foldiers, were liable 
to the feverities of the ordinance above-mentioned, which 
therefore from that time lay unregarded for feveral years. Mr. 
Biddle had now more liberty allowed him by his keepers, 
who fuffered him, upon fecurity given, to go into Stafford- 
fbire, where he lived fome time with a juftice of peace, who 
entertained him with great hofpitality, and, at his death, left 
him a legacy. Serjeant John Bradfhaw, prefident of the 
council of ftate, his mortal enemy, having got intelligence of 
this indulgence granted him, caufed him to be fecalled, and 
more ftri&ly confined. In this confinement he fpent his whole 
fubftance, and was reduced to great indigence, till he was 
employed by Roger Daniel of London, to correct an impref- 
fion of the Greek feptuagint Bible, Which that printer was 
about to publifh ; this gained him for fome time a com- 
fortable fubfiftance. 

In 1651, the parliament publifhed a general ad of oblivion* 
when Mr. Biddle was reftored to his liberty, which he im- 
proved among thofe friends he had gained in London, in, 
meeting together every Sunday for expounding the fcripture, 
and difcourfing thereupon ; by which means his opinions con- 
cerning the unity of ><jod, Chrift his only fon, and his holy 
fpirit, were fo propagated,, that the Prefbyterian minifters 
became highly offended. 

The fame year he publifhed his twofold Scripture Cate- Life, &c. s> 
chifin (e), which coming into the hands of fome of the mem- 6 7* 

(x) A larger and (hotter Cateehi&nj? " names foever diftinguiihed, have 

in which the anfwers are exprefled in " either more or lefs departed from 

the very words of fcripture. The " the fimplicity and truth of the 

title of the firft is, " A fcripture " fcripture." Lond, 1654, 8vo. 
«' Catechiim 5 wherein the chiefbft The title of the other is, " A brief 

" points of the Chriftian Religion Scripture Catechtfm for children-; 

" being queftionwife propofed, re- whereio, notwithstanding the brevity 

*' tfolve themfelves by pertinent an- thereof, all things necelfary unto lifer 

*' fwers taken word for word out of and godlinefs are contained.'* This 

" the fcripture, without either con* twofold catechtfm was animadverted 

" fequences or comments $ com- upon by Dr. John Owen, in his Via. 

" pofed for their fakes that would diciae Evangelica?, or myftery of the* 

" fain be mere Chriftians, and not Gofpel vindicated, fee. Oxon. 165^ 

" of this or that feel, in as much as 4to. 
* «U feels of Chriftians, by what 

• * bet* 
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°crs of Oliver Cromwell's parliament, which met September 
3, 1654, a complaint was made againft it in the houfe of, 
commons. Whereupon the author being brought to the bar 
in the beginning of December, and afked, Whether he wrote 
that book ? he anfwered by afking, Whether it feemed rea- 
fonable, that one brought before a judgment feat as a criminal, 
fhould accufe himfelf J After fome debates and refolutions, 
he was on the 1 3th of December committed clofe prifoner 
to the Gatehoufe. A bill likewife was ordered to be brought 
in for punifhing him ; but, after about fix months imprifon- 
ment, he obtained his liberty at the court of king's bench, by . 
due courfe of lafr. About a year after another no lefs formi- 
dable danger overtook him, by his engaging in a difpute with 
one Griffin an Anabaptift teacher. Many of Griffin's con- 
gregation having embraced Biddle's opinions concerning the 
Trinity, he thought the . beft way to flop the fpreading of 
fuch errors, would be openly to confute his tenets. For this 
purpofe he challenges Biddle to a publick difputation at his 
meeting in the Stone Chapel in St. Paul's Cathedral, on this 
queftion, " Whether Jefus Chrift be the moft High or A1-. 
" mighty God ?" Biddle would have declined the difpute, 
but was obliged to accept of it. And the two antagonifts 
having met amongft a numerous audience, Griffin repeats 
the queftion, afking if any man there did deny, that Chrift 
was God moft High. To which Biddle refolutely anfwered, 
I do deny it. And by this open profeffion gave his adver- 
faries the opportunity of a pofitiveand clear accufation, which 
. they foon laid hold of. But Griffin being baffled, the dif- 
putation was deferred till another day, when Biddle was to 
take his turn of proving the negative of the queftion. In 
thetnean while, Griffin and his party not thinking them- 
felves a match for our author, accufed him of frefh blafphe- 
mies, and procured an order from the Protector to apprehend 
him on the third of July (being the day before the intended 
Life, ibid. Second difp U tation) and to commit him to the Compter. He 
was afterwards fent to Newgate, and ordered to be tried for 
his life the next feffions, on the ordinance againft blafphemy. 
However, the Protector not choofing to have him either con- 
demned or abfolved, took him out of the hands of the law, 
and detained him in prifon, and at length being wearied with 
.receiving petitions for and againft him, banifhed him to St. 
Mary's Cattle in the Ifle of Scttly* where, he was fent the 
beginning of October 1655. During this exile he employed 
himielf in ftudying feveral intricate matters, particularly the 

Revela- 
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Revelation of St. John (f). About the Beginning of the 
year 1658, the Prbte&dr, thro' the interceffion of many 
friends, differed a writ of Habeas Corpus to be granted out 
bf the king's bench court, whereby the prifoner was brought 
back, and nothing being laid to his charge* was fet at liberty* 
Upon his return to London, he became paftor of an indepen- 
dent meeting. But he did not continue long in town, for 
Oliver Cromwell dying September the 3d, 1638, his foil 
Richard called a parliament confiding chiefly of Prefby- 
teriarts, whom of all men Biddle molt dreaded: He 
therefore retired privately into the country, ^his parliament 
being foon diflblved, he returned to his former employment 
till the restoration of King Charles the fecond, when the L,# fc» ** fc" 
liberty of diflehters was taken away, and their meetings 8 ' ** 
punifhed as feditious. Upon this account Biddle retrained 
himfelf from public to more private affemblies. But he could 
hot even fo be fafe; for on the firft of June 1662, he waa 
feized in his lodging, where he and fome few of his 
friends had met for divine worihip : They were'earried before 
a juftice of peace, who committed them all to prifon, where 
they lay, till the recorder took fecurity for their anftyering 
to the charge brought againft them at the next feffioris. But 
the court not being then able to find a fiatute whereon to form 
any criminal iridi&ment, they were referred to the feflions 
following, and proceeded againft at common law* 
each of the hearers Was fined twenty pounds, Mr. 
Biddle one hundred, and to lie in prifon till paid. But in 
lefs than five weeks he, by his clofe confinement, con<- 
traded a difeafe, which put an end to his life on the ltd of .^ 
September 1662, in the 47th year of his age. He was IbM * 
tuned iri the ccemetery hear Old Bethlem, in Moor> 
fields; arid a monument of ftone was erecled over his 
grave, with an ihfeription. His life was publifhed in Latin 
at London 1682 : the author, Mr. Farrington, of the Inner 
Temple, (as Mi*. Wood informs us) gives him a high cha* 
rafter for his great leal for promoting holinefs of life and 
toanners, " for (favs he) this was always his end and defign 
u in what he taugnt. He valued not his doctrines for fpecu- 
* laticm, but practice ; ihfomuch that he would not difcourfe 
*« of thofe points wherein he differed from others, with 
* c thofe that appeared not religious according to their know- 
** ledge. Neither could he bear thofe that diflembled in 

(w) After his return to London ht " Apbcalyps." In which he treats 

feubiiihed u An EflTay to the explain- of the beaft in the Apocalyps, Anti^ 

*' ids of the Revelation, or notes chrift, the perfonal reign of Chrift 

* 4 Mi fome of the chapter! of the on earth, Ac, 
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" profcflion for worldly interefts. He was a ftrifi obfenrcr 
c< himfelf, and a fevere exa&or in others, of reverence in 
fpeaking of God and Chrift and holy things, fo that he 
would by no means hear their names, or any fentence of 
holy fcripture, ufed vainly or lightly, much lefs any foolifh 
talking or fcurrility. He would often tell his friends, that 
no religion would benefit a bad man, and call upon them 
* g to refolve, as well to profefs and praflife the truth that 
•* is according to godlinefs, as to ftudy to find it out.— • 
His learning in matters of religion was gained by a dili- 
gent ftudy of the holy fcriptures, efpecially of the New 
* c Teftament; wherein he was fo converfant, that he retained 
" it all in his memory word for word, not only in Englifli 
*' but in Greek, as far as the fourth chapter of the Revela- 
f * tion of St. John. This thorough knowledge in the fcrip- 
tures, joined to a happy and ready memory, whereby he 
retained alfo the fum of what he had read in authors, gave 
*' him great advantage againft all opponents, and in all his 
cc difcoUrfes, but without the leaft appearance of boafting. 
*' No tindure of ambition appeared in him, nor the leaft 
** degree of covetoufnefs j for he always fuftained himfelf by 
* c his own induftry, when he was in a capacity of ufing it, 
** and would never accept of any fupplies, though offered, 
u but when his neceffities, arifing from imprifonment, fick- 
** nefs, or the like, forced him to it; for he had learned to 
•* be contented with a little, and fought not more, yea, out 
•« of that little would contribute to the neceffities of others. 
** Temperance was at all times moft confpicuous in him, as 
*' well in eating as in drinking; and he thought it not enough 
u to be very chafie, but that he ought to avoid all fufpicion 
* ( of unchanity, infomuch that he would not willingly look 
u upon a woman without iuft occafion \ and was very uh» 
4< eafy if left in a room with one alone, till relieved by more 

16 company. He would be merry and pleafant, and liked 

*' well that company fhould be fo too, yet even in his com* 
** mon converfa tion he always retained an awe of the divine 
" prefence, and was fometimes obferved to lift up his hand 
" fuddenly, which thofe that were intimate. with him knew 
" to be an effedt of a Secret ejaculation. But in his clofet 
« 4 devotions, he was wont to proftrate himfelf upon the 
cc ground, after the manner of our Saviour in his agony, 
f ' and would commend that pofture of worfhip alfo to his 
" moft intimate friends. Finally, he was eminent for his 
" juftice and charity towards men, as he was for his piety 
** towards God.** 

BID- 


B I D L O O. 179 

BIDLOO, (Godfrey) a famous anatomical writer, 
born at Amfterdam the 12th of March 1649. After he had Niceronn »e- 
pafled through his academical ftudies, he applied himfeif en- %™' s £ c ur 
tirely to Phyfic and Anatomy, ancj took his degree of doctor tom/ 7. p. 
of phyfic. He loon got into very confiderable practice; and Ia 5 cdit - <*e 
in i68S was made profeflbr of anatomy at the Hague, which Pans, 7 2 9» 
he quitted in 1694 far the profeflorfhip of anatomy and chi- 
rurgery at Leyden ; and King William the third of Eng- 
land appointed him his phyfician, which he accepted of on 
condition of holding his profeflorfhip. The king died in 
1702, and Bidloo returned to his former employments, 
which he had been interrupted in thedifcharge of, by bis con* 
ftant attendance upon that prince. He died at Leyden 
April 1 713, being fixty-four years of age (a). 

(a) His works are as follow, with great feverity, and affirms thaw 

i. Anatomia hamani corporis cen- he knows nothing of anatomy. V 
tain & quinque Tabulis per G. do <;. A letter to Anthony Leewefr* 

Lairefle ad vivum delineatis demon- hoek concerning the animals whicft * *» 

tfrata, veterum recentiorumque in- are fometimes found in the liver of \ \ \ 

ventis explicata, plurimifque ha&enus fheep or fome other animals. This' 

non deteclis illuftrata. Araftejo. was pubhfhed in Low Dutch at Delft 

dami 1685. This is a moft roagni- 1698, in 4tc. 
ficem work, the cuts are a foot and 6, Gulicimus Cowper criminis li- 

a half long, and a foot broad ; and terarii ciratus coram Tribunali no* 

•ngraven with the utmoft exa&nefs. biiifs. ampHfs. f ocietatis Britanno 

2. Diflertatio de Antiquitate Ana- Regiae, Leyden 1700, in ^to. This 
tomes, Leyden 1694. He pro- piece -contains a very fevere accufa-. 
Bounced this oration concerning the tion againft Mr. Cowper, a furgeon 
antiquity of anatomy, when be took of London, and fellow of the royal 
ftpon him the prpfefforfhip of ana- fociety. 

tomy at Leyden the 8th of March 7* Exercitationum Anatomico Chi* 
1*94. rqrgicarum Decades duar, Leyden 

3. Oratio in funefe Pauli Her* 1708, in 4to. 

manni med. do&. dicla pridie Kal. 8. He publimed likewife a fmal) ' 

Martii 1695 * n au ditorio magno piece upon the difeafe of which king 

Leyden 1695. This is a funeral William the third of England died. 
oration upon Paul Herman, doctor 9. Letters of the Apoftles who 

of phyfic, pronounced at Leyden were martyred. Amfterdam 1698, 

the 27th of February 1695. in 4 to. The letters are written in 

4. Vindiciae quarundam Delineati- Low Dutch vcrfe. He fuppofes in 
ftnum Anatomicarum contra ineptis this bock that the apoftles wrote 
animadverfiones Fr. Ruyfchii prae- thefe letter* before they fuffered mar- 
left, anat. chirurg. It bat. Leyden tyrdom, and addrefled them to their 
1697, in 4T0. difciples, in order to inform them 

Mr. Frederick Ruyfcb, having in of their laft defires, and to inftrucl: 

his anatomical letters excepted againft them in what manner they ought to " 

fcveral descriptions, which Bidloo acl, after themfelves were remove4 

had published thirteen years before, from this world, 
W his anatomy, the latter was piqued 10. There were publimed at Ley? 

•tit, and replied to him in this piece, den 1719a mifcellaneous collection of 

m which he treats his antagonist our author's poems in Low Dutch. 
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BIGNON, (Jerom) a French writer, born at Paris in? 
the year 1590. His father took the care of his education- 
upon himfelf, and taught him the languages, philofophy, 
Pcmul't mathematics, civil law, and divinity. Jerome acquired great 
hon mes jl- knowledge in a very (hort time, and at ten years of age 
Juftres, tom. p U blifbed his defcription of the Holy Land (a) ; and three 
2i. P jde p£ y €ars a ^ lcr two other works (.b), which gained him great repu- 
ris 1701. tation in France; and Henry the fourth appointed him page 
of honour to the Dauphin, afterwards Lewis the thirteenth. 
, He wrote a treatife ©f the precedency of the kings of France (c) % 
which he dedicated to King Henry the fourth, who ordered 
him to continue his refearches upon this fubjed; but the 
death of this Prince interrupted his defign, and made him 
leave the court ; however he was foon recalled at the follici- 
tation of Mr. le Fevre, preceptor to Lewis the thirteenth, 
and continued at court till the death of his friend. In 16&5 
'lie publifhed an edition of the Formulae of Marculphus (d). 
The year following he took a journey to Italy, where he 
received many marks of efteem from Pope Paul the fifth, 
and contracted an intimate friendfhip with the cardinal of St. 
Sufanna. Father Paul likewise being pleafed with his con- 
vention, detained him fome time at Venice* 

Upon his return from his travels he applied 1 hrmfelf to 
the practice of the bar with great fuccefs. His father pro- 
cured for him the poft of advocate general in the grand coun- 
cil 9 in the dtfcharge of which he railed himfelf (o great a 
reputation, that the king nominated him fome time after 
counfellor of ftate, and at 1 aft advocate general in the par- 
liament. In 1 64 1 herefolved to confine himfelf entirely to 
his bufinefs in the council of ftate, and therefore rdigned his 
place of advocate general to Mr. Briquet his fon-in-law. 

(a) It is intitled, Chorographie ou traitant dc la prefeance ts d'cs Pre> 
Dcfcription de la Terre Sainte. Pa- rogatives des Rois des France par 
ris i6co. deiTus tous lcs autrcs, & dc caufet 

(b) The firft was, Difcours de la d'icelles. This book was written in 
Ville de Rome, principales Anti- order to confute what Diego Valdes, 
quitcz Sc SinguUritez d'icelle. Paris counfeller of the royal chamber of 
1604, in 8vo. Granada, had publifhed in favour of 

The other work is, Traite fom- the precedency of the kings of Spain, 

maire de 1'ElecVion des Papes. Plus under.the title of, " De Digniute Re- 

le plan du Conclave* Paris 1605, gum Hifpanias." Granada, 1 6g*, ixk 

In 2vo. In this piece he gives an fol. 

. account of the different manner in (d) The title of it is, Marculphi 

which the Popes were formerly Monachi Formulae. Ex Bibliothec* 

•ieSed. Regia Hier. Bignonius edidit, & 

(c) It it intitled, De PExcellenoe notis illuftravit. Paris 1613 8v*v 
des Rois ft du Royaume de France, StraiburgiCjg. ^to. 

The 
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The year following he was appointed the king's librarian. 
His fon in-law dying in 1645, he was obliged to refume his 
poll of advocate general in order to preferve it for his fon* 
He had alfo a coniiderable (hare in the ordinance of the year 
1639; and hedifchkrged with great integrity the commiffions 
of Arriereban, and other pofts which he was intrufted with 
at different times. Queen Anne of Auftria, during her re- 
gency, fent for him to council upon the moft important oc- 
cafions. He adjufted the differences between Mr. d'Avaux 
and Mr. Servien, plenipotentiaries at Munfter, and he had 
a (hare, in conjunction with Mr. de Bhenne and d'Emery, 
is making the treaty of alliance with the ftates of Holland Niceron, p. 
in -the year 1649. He was appointed in 1651 to regulate the »$*• 
great affair -of the fucceflion of Mantua; and in €654, to 
conclude the treaty with the Hans towns. 

Mr. Bignon died in the 67th year of his age, on the 7th 
of April 1656, of an afthma, with which he w^s feized the au- 
tumn before. He was interred in the church of St. Nicholas 
du Chardonnet, where he had a marble bull ene&ed to him, 
with a X'fttin epitaph, the fenfe of which is as follows : 
" Jerom. Bignon, the delight, ornament, example, and 
" wonder of his age. No perfon will a/k the meaning of 
" the pomp of virtues, which furround this monument, 
when he knows this is the buft of Jerom Bignon, the 
king's advocate general in the parliament of Paris ; a man 
who was endeared to God and mankind, by the uncommon 
" union of learning and humility, and the undivided fociety 
u of juftice and religion in his charafter. He was matter of 
f various and exquifrte learning, which he always had ready 
" for ufe, not only to adorn his public adions, but likewise 
" to render his converfation among his friends agreeable* 
" His extraordinary modefty prevented thefe great qualifica- 
" tions from being the leaft offenfive to others ; this made 
M him give others the preference to himfelf, not in pretence^ 
<c but in the real fentiments of his mind. He defpifed no 
" perfon, he detracted from none ; on the contrary, he af- 
u lifted and patronized every body. So that while he ex- 
** cited the admiration of all, he raifed the envy of none, and 
" was univerfally confidered as the prince and father of 
•* men of letters. Such were the private virtues of Bignon. 
u But how great thofe were which he exerted in the im- 
" portant poft, which he held the greateft part of his life ; 
*' what firmnefs . of mind, fidelity, religion, generofity, 
^ equity, and patience he (hewed in that ftation, neither can 
M nor is neceflary to be exprefled 9 fmce every thing that 
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can be faid of him, will fall not only fliort of the truth, 
but likcwife of his reputation. His two furviving fons* 
Jerom and Theodoric, the former of whom is fucceflbr 
in his father's poft, the latter is mafter of the requefts, 
who erected this monument to their excellent father, with 
the ftrongeft fenfe of regret for the lofs of him, are under 
no apprehenfion that they fhall be thought to have indulged 
their affedtion for him too much in extolling his merits* 

c< fince they can appeal not only to France, but even to the 

lc world, as a witnefsof them. 

BILSON* (Thomas) a learhed Eriglifli writer of the 
frullerWor-^d 1 century, born in the city of Winchefter, and educated 
thies in at WykeharrTs fchool, near Winchefter. In 1565, he was 
Hantfhirc, admitted perpetual fellow of New College, Oxford, after 
A. Wood's h e ^ad fludied there two years. O&ober 10, 1566, he took 
hift. and an- his degree of bachelor, and April 25, 1570, that of rnafte* 
tiq. univ. Q f arts . a jf that of bachelor of divinity, June 24, 1579, 
p. 14*. #X? and finally the degree of do&or of divinity on the 24th of 
January, 1580. Jn his younger years he had a great paf- 
fion for poetry, and made a guod proficiency in philofophy 
and phyfick. But after he entered into holy orders, he ap^- 
plied himfdf wholly to the ftudy of divinity, and became an 
excellent preacher. The firft preferment he had was being 
mafter of Winchefter fchool. He was next made prebendary 
of Winchefter, and afterwards warden of the college. Whilft 
he held this office he was of great fervice to the college 
in the year 15 84, for he faved the revenues, which had like 
to have been taken from them by villainous forgery. Of this 
Church h£ he himfelf gives an account in the following words. " There 
Fuller, book " happened an injury to be offered to the inheritance of tie 
10. p. 39. << college where I am, by a falfe title derived from before 
f* the foundation of the houfe, and fo ftrengthened on every 
" fide with ancient deeds and evidences, that the forgery 
* c was hard to be difcerned, and harder to be convinced, but 
c * by infinite fearching in the monuments of many churches' 
" and bifhopricks, as well as in our own, and re-examining 
" fundrie large and laborious cornmiffions which they had 
• 4< taken out before my time, to teftifie the keeping, and 
c * juftifiethe delivering, of thofe fufpe&ed deeds and ligiers* 
*' To the detecting and impugning of this, no perfon was t 
" or would be ufed, but myfelf ; the caufe was fo huge, the 
€C comparing of the circumftances, and contrarieties both of 
*? deeds and witneffes, fo tedious ; the proof fo perplexed and 
'* ia;ricate $ and (he danger fo nearly touched the whole ftate of 
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w ttie houfe : I was forced for two years to lay all ftudies 
" afide, and addidfc myfelf wholly, firft to the deprehending 
u and then to the pursuing of this falfehood." 

In 1585 he publifhed his book " of the true difference be* 

u tween chriftian fubje&ion and unchriftian rebellion ; (where- 

" in the prince's lawful power to command for truth, and 

" indepriveable right to bear the fword, are defended againft 

14 the Pope's cenfures and the jefuits fophifmes, uttered in 

u their apology and defence of Englifh catholics : with a 

u demonstration, that the things reformed in the church of 

" England, by the laws of this realm, are truly catholic, 

" notwithftanding the vain (hew made to the contrary in 

u their late Rhemifh teftament)." He dedicated it to queen 

Elizabeth (a). In X593, came out his book entitled, 

u The perpetual government of Chad's church, &c. (b)." 

On the 13th of June 1596, he was confecrated bilhop of 

Worcefter; and tranflated in May following to the bilhopric 

of Winchefier, and made a privy counfellor. In 1599, he 

publifhed, " The efFeft of certain fermons touching the full 

u redemption of mankind by the death and blood of Jefus 

" Chrift ; wherein, befides the merits of Chrift's fuffering, 

" the manner of his offering, the power of his death, the 

" comfort of his crofs, the glory of his refurreflion, are 

" handled ; what pains Chrift fuffered in his foul on the 

" crofs : together, with the place and purpofe of his defcent 

u to hell after death, &c. Lond. 410.'' Thefe fermons greatly 

alarmed moft of the puritans, becaufe they contradi&ed fome 

(a) This book was printed at Ox- " the apoftles eommilfion 5 the laie 
ford 158 c, 4to» It is written in the c< prefoyterie; the diftin&ion of 
form of dialogues, and divided into " bUhops from Prefbyters, and their 
four parts. It contains many paf- " fucceflion from the apoftles times 
fages in favour of the right of fub- " and hands j the calling and mo* 
jeds in fome cafes to refill their " derating of provincial fynods by 
princes. ' " primates and metropolitans ; the 

(b) The title at large of this book " allotting of diocefes, and the po~ 
is as follows. " The perpetual go- " pular electing of fuch as muft 
11 vernment of Chrift's church j " feede and watch the flock : and 
" wherein are handled, The fatherly " divers other points concerning the 
" foperioritie which God firft efta- " paftoral regiment of the houfe of 
" bliflied in the patriarkes for the " God." It was printed at Lond, 
" guiding of his church, and after in 4to.in the old Englifh letter. 

u continued in the tribe of tevi and In this performance the author 

" the prophetes 5 and laftlie, con- mews, that the church of God 

w firmed in the new teftament to the hath been always governed by 

" apoftles and their fucceflbrs : as an inequality and fuperiority of paf* 

" alfo the points in queftion at this tors and teachers amongft themfelves. 

w day, touching the Jewifti fyne- Itisefteemed one of the bed booki 

f> drion : the true kingdom of Chrift j in favour of epifcopacv, 

N 4 of 


|B 4 B I N G H A M, 

$f their tenets, They colle&ed their obfervations thereof^ 
and fent them to Henry Jacob, a learned puritan ; who pub r 
lifhed them with his collections, and under his own name* 
The queen, who wa3 at Farnham Caftle, which belonged 
to the bifhop of Winchefter, directly commanded him, 
* c neither to defert the doctrine, nor tQ let the calling which 
* c he bore in the church of God, to be trampled under foot 
cc by fuch unquiet refufers of truth and authority." Upon 
which he writ that learned treatife which was publifhed ii\ 
1604, under the title of u The furvey of- Chrift's fuffering? 
** for man's redemption j and of his defcent to hades or hell 
<c for our deliverance." It was this prelate who preached 
at Weftminfter before king James the firft aqd his queen, 
at their coronation on St. James's day, 28th July 1(303, frooj 
Rom. xiii. 1. which was publifhed at London 1603, 8vo. 
In January 1603-4 he was one of the fpeakers and managers, 
fit the Hampton Court conference. The care of revifing, 
and putting the laft hand to, the new tranflatiqn of the Eng- 
lifh bible in king James the firft 's reign, was committed tq 
bifhop Bilfon and Dr. Mjles Smith, afterwards bifhop of 
Gloucefter. The laft publick affair wherein he was concern- 
ed was, his being one of the delegates that pronounced and 
figned the fentence of divorce between Robert Devereux 
earl of EfTex, and the lady Francis Howard, in the year 
1 61 35 and his fon being knighted fponafter ? and upon this 
account, as was imagined, he was, by way of ridicule, ge- 
nerally ftyjed Sir Nullity Bilfon. This Jearqed prelate, after 
having gone through many employments, died on the 1 8th 
of June 1616, and was buried in Weftminfler abbey, near, 
the entrance into St. Edmund's chapel, on the fourth fide of 
the monument of king Richard the fecond. 

BINGHAM (Jo$e?h) a learned English writer, born at 
Wakefield, in Yorkfhire, in September 1668. He learned 
the firft rudiments of grammar at a fchool in the fame town, 
under Mr. Edward Clarke. Jn 1683, be was admitted intoi 
Univerfity College, Oxford ; where he gave great application 
to his ftudies. He took the degree of bachelor of arts 
in 1687, and foon after was chofen fellow of his college. 
He proceeded to his matter's degree in the year J 600. Not 
long after he was prefented by John Radcliffe, M. D,. to the 
re&ory of Headbourn-wprthy, near Winchester, in Hamp- 
fhire. In this cpuntry Retirement he begun his learned and 
laborious work, Origines Ecclefiafticse ; or, the antiquities 
$f ^e shrift^fl ^^r^h. Th? firft volume 0/ whicii was 
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publifhed in 1708, and it was compleated afterwards in nine 
volumes more. He publifhed alfo feveral other books (a). 
But notwithstanding his great learning and merit, he had no 
other preferment than that of Head bourn- worthy till the year 
1712, when he was collated to the re&ory of Havant, near 
fortfmouth, by Sir Jonathan Trelawney, bifhop of Win- 
chefter, to whom he dedicated feveral of his books. Mr. 
Bingham died Auguft 17, 1723, in the 55th year of his 
age, and was buried in the church yard of Head bourn- wor- 
thy. He expreffed, in his will, a diflike to any funeral mo- 
nument over his grave; which is the reafon why none 
is erected to his memory. 

(a) x. The French churches apo- minary difcourfo of the various opi- 
Jogy for the church of England, or nions of the fathers, concerning rc- 
the objections of diflenlers againft baptization and invalid baptifms, and 
the articles, homilies, liturgy, and his difcourfe of facerdotal powers, 
canons of the Engliih church, confi- Part I. Lond. 17 12, 8vo. 
dered, and anfwered upon the prin- 3 • A fcholaftical hiftory of lay 
ciptes of the reformed church of baptifm. Part II. With fome con- 
France. A work chiefly extracted Adorations on Dr. Brett's and Mr. 

out of the authentic ads and decrees L *s anfwers to the firft part. 

of the French national fynods, and Lond. 8vo. To which is prefixed, 

the moft approved writers of that , The ftate of the prefent controverfy j 

church, Lond. 1706, 8vo. and at the end there is, An appen- 

a. Scholaftical hiftory of the prac- dix, containing fome remarks on the 

tice of the church in reference to author of the fecond part of lay bap- 

the administration of baptifm by lay- tifm invalid. 

men. Wherein an account is given 4. He publifhed likewife, A dif- 

of the practice of the primitive courfe concerning the mercy of God 

churchy the practice of the modern to penitent finners t intended for the 

Greek church, and the practice of ufe of perfons troubled in mind, 

the churches of the reformation. Being a fermon onPfalm ciii. 13. 

With an appendix^ containing fome Printed tingly at firft, and reprinted 

remarks on the hiftorical part of Mr. among the reft of his works, in two 

Lawrence's writings, touching the volumes, fol. Lond. 1725. 
invalidity of lay baptifm, his preli- 

BIRKENHEAD or BERKENHEAD (Sir John) a fit- 
mous political author, born about the year 16 15. After 
having received a fchopl education,, he went to Oxford, and 
W*s entered, in 1632, a fervitor of Oriel college, under the 
tuition of the learned Dr. Humphry Lloyd, afterwards bifhop 
of Bangor, by whom being recommended to pr. William 
Laud, archbifhop of Canterbury, he became his fecretary, in 
which office he {hewed fuch capacity and diligence, that the 
archbifhop, by his diploma, created him m after of arts in 
1639, and in the year following, by letter commendatory 
from the fame prelate* he was chofcn probationer fellow of 

All 
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Wood's Faf- AU Soul's College. This obliged him to refute conftaiitty 
ti Oxon. at Oxford, and on king Charles the l's making that city his 
vol. i, col. a head quarters, during the civil war, our author was made 
* *• choice of to write a kind of journal, in defence of the royal 

ca\ife, by which he gained great reputation (a). By bis 
majefty's recommendation he was chofen reader in moral 
phDofbphy, which employment he enjoyed till 1648, when 
he was expelled by the parliament vifitors. He retired after- 
wards to. London, where he wrote feveral poetical pieces ; 
and having adhered fteadily to his principles* he. acquired the 
title of the loyal poet, and differed feveral imprisonments* 
He published, while he thus lived in obfeurity, fome very 
Wood** A- fatirical compofitibns, moftly levelled againft the republican 
then. Oxon. grandees, and written with great poignancy (b). Upon the 
^° N *' ' reftoration of king Charles II. our author was rewarded for 
his loyalty. He was created, April 6, 1661, on the king's 
letters fent for that purpofe, doctor of. the civil law by the 
univerfity of Oxford, and in that quality, as an eminent 
civilian, was confulted by the convocation on the queftion, 
Rennet's re- Whether bifhops ought to be prefent in capital cafes. He 
pft cr » P* was about the fame time elected to ferve in parliament for 
Wilton, in the county of Wilts. He was knighted Novem- 
ber 14, 1662, and upon Sir Richard Fanihaw's going in 
a public character to the court of Madrid, he was appointed 

(a) This work was intitlcd, tingle ftieet, in quarto: this is a 
Mercurius Aulicus, communicating fpeech fuppofed to be fpoke by Philip 
the intelligence and affairs of the earl of Pembroke and Montgomery, 
court to the reft of the kingdom, upon his being fent by the parliament 
It was printed weckJy in one fheet, to new model the univerfity of Ox- 
and fometimes more, in quarto, and ford, in the fame manner that Ed- 
was chiefly calculated to raife the re- ward earl of Manchefter had treated 
putation of the king's friends and Cambridge, when he vifited it as 
commanders, and run down and ri- chancellor. 

dicule thofe who fided with the par- 3. St. Paul's church yard ; Libri 

liament. They came out regularly, Theologici, Politici, Hiftorici, nun- 

from the beginning of 1642 to dinis Panlihis (una cum templo) 

the latter end of 2 645, and after* proftant venales, &c> printed in three 

wards occasionally. iheets, quarto, 1649. Thefe meets 

(b) It would be difficult to give a were published feparately, as if they 
correct catalogue of his writings, but had been parts of one general cata- 
fome of the mod considerable are as logue, 

follow. 1. The aftembly man; 4. He wrote betides feveral other 
written in the year 1647, but was fmall pieces in * the fame way, par- 
printed, as Mr. Wood tells us, ticularly the four- legged quaker, a 
2661-3. It was printed again in ballad, to the tune of the dog and* 
2681-2. elder's maid. A new ballad of a 
a. News from Pembroke and famous German prince, without 
Montgomery 5 or Oxford manchef- date. 


tered, 4c. 1648 3 con&fting of * 
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to fucceed him as matter of requefts. He Jived afterwards 
in credit and efteem, and received various favours from the anc ^ s u ^ )|i 
court, which, however, drew upon him fome very fevere dramatkk 
attacks from thofc who oppofed the court. Mr. Wood hasi** 1 *** P 1 ?" 
treated him with great feverity ; but his memory has been in<Ln°Em* 
tranfmitted with honour to pofterity by others, particularly peror. 
byDryden, Langbaine, and Winftanly. He died in Weft- ^ ce !jJ^ 
tninfter, December 4, 1679* and was interred in St. Mar- m arickp<*t» 
tin's in the Fields. * p. *c6. 

' Lives of 

^ BLACKMORE, (Sir Richari>) a phyfician, and an* 1 ^* ** 
indefatigable writer, who has left a great number of works, 
theological, poetical, and phyfical. He received the hrftJ ac °k 
part of his education at a private fchool in the country, from 
whence he was removed to Weftminfter, and afterwards to 
the univ erfity of Oxford* When he had finifhed his academi- 
cal ftudies he travelled to Italy, and took his degrees in phy- 
Cck at Padua. He vifited alfo France, Germany, and the 
Low Countries, and aftet^ a year and ^ half s abfence, re- 
turned to England, where he pra&ifed phyfick, and was 
chofen fellow of the college of phyficians. He had declared 
himfelf early a favourer of the revolution, fo that king Wil- 
liam, in 1697, chofe him one of his phyficians in ordinary, 
and fome time after conferred upon him the honour of 
knighthood. Upon queen Anne's acceflion to the throne, 
Sir BLichard was alfo appointed one of her phyficians, and 
continued fo for fome time. 

Mr. Drydenand Mr. Pope have treated the poetical per- 
formances of Sir Richard with great contempt j the former 
jays, that he * 

Writ to the rumbling of his coach's wheels* 

Mr. Pope thus characlerifes him in his Dunciad. ' *»k *•*** 

*59, 26S. 

But far o'er all, fonorous Blackmore's ftrain ; 
Walls, fteeples, ikies, bray back to him again. 
In Tot'nam fields^ the brethren, with amaze, 
Prick all their ears up, and forget to graze ; 
Long Chanc'ry lane retentive rolls the found, 
And courts to courts return it round and round, 
Thames wafts it thence to Rufus' roaring hall, 
t And Hungerford re-echoes bawl for bawl. 
All hail him viftor in both gifts of fong, 
Who fings fo loudly, and who fings fo long. 

« A 
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gt A juft character (fays Mr. Pope's annotator) of Sir 
" Richard Blackmore, knight, whofe indefatigable mufe 
** produced no lefs than fix epic poems : Prince and king 
M Arthur, twenty books ; Eliza, ten ; Alfred, twelve; the 
** Redeemer, fix ; befides Job, in folio ; the whole book of 
' c< Pfalms j the Creation, feven books ; Nature of man, three 
<c books, and many more." But notwithstanding Sir Ri- 
chard has been fo much depreciated t>y thefe wits, yet he 
muft be allowed fome merit. His poem on the Creation is 
his moft celebrated performance, Mr. Addifon, after having 
criticifed on that book of Milton, which gives an account of 
the works of the creation, thus proceeds, " I cannot con- 
Speftator, c< c l u d e this book upon the creation, without mentioning 
•• 3^* *< a poem which has lately appeared under that title. The 
44 work was undertaken with fo good an intention, and exe- 
c * cuted with fo great a mattery, that it deferves to be looked 
" upon as one of the moft ufeful and noble productions in 
44 our Englifh verfe. The reader cannot but be pleafed to 
44 find the depths of philofophy, enlivened with all the 
" charms of poetry, and to fee fo great a ftfength of reafon 
44 amidft fo beautiful a redundancy of the imagination, &c." 
It muft be. mentioned too in honour of Sir Richard, that he 
was a chafte writer, and a warm advocate for virtue, at a 
time when an almoft univerfal degeneracy prevailed. He 
had been very free in his cenfures on the libertine writers of 
his age, and it was owing to fome liberty he had taken of 
this kind, that he drew upon him the refentment of Mr. 
Dryden. He had like wife given offence to Mr. Pope ; for 
having been informed by Mr. Curl that he was the author of 
a traveftie on the firft Pfalm, he took occafion to reprehend 
▼ol. *• p» him for it in his eflay on polite learning. 
17 °* Sir Richard died on the 9th of October 1729. Toward* 

the end of his life, his bufmefs as a phyfician declined ; but 
as in his earlier years he had been the firft in his profeffion, 
and his practice very confiderable, 'tis therefore highly pro- 
bable he was in eafy circumftances in his old age. 

Befides what are above mentioned, Sir Richard wrote 
fome theological tra£Vs, and feveral treatifes on the plague, 
fmall pox, confumptions, the fpleen, gout, dropfy, &c. and 
many other poetical pieces. 

BLAGRAVE, (John) an eminent Englim mathemati- 
cian, who flourished in the 16th and 17th centuries. He re- 
ceived the rudiments of his education at Reading, from whence 
he removed to St. Jphn's College, Oxford, He foon quitted 

the 
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the univcrfity, and retired to Southcote Lodge, in the parifh of 
St. Mary at Reading, where he devoted his time to ftudy and 
contemplation. His genius feemed to be turned moil to ma- 
thematicks, and that he might ftudy this fcience without in- - 
terruptkn, he addi&ed himfelf to a retired life. He employed J^L*] 
himfelf chiefly in compiling fuch works as might render fpecula- vo j s I# ^ 
tivemathematicks accurate, and the practical parts;cafy. Heac- 370* 
cordingly finished fome learned and ufeful works on mathema- 
tical fubje&s (a). What he propofed in all his writings was 
to render thofe fciences more univerfally underftood. He 
endeavoured to fhew the general ufefulnefs of fuch ftudies, * 
that they were not mere amufements for fcholars and fpecu- 
lative peribns, but of general advantage, and abfolutely ne- 
ceflary in many of the necefiaries and conveniencies of life. 

Air. Blagrave was a man of great beneficence in private 
life. As he was born in the town of Reading, in Berks, and 
had fpent moft of his time there, he was therefore defirous 
of leaving in that place fome monuments of his beneficent* 
dupofition, and fuch too as might have reference to each 
of the three parifhes of Reading. He accordingly bequeathed 
a legacy for this purpofe. We have an account thereof by 
Mr. Afhmole, in the following words. " You are to note, 
" that he doth devife that each church- warden fhould fend on £^£^J!? 
" Good Friday one virtuous maid that has lived five years v *i, 3 , ^ 
" with her matter. All three maids appear at the town hall 37a* 
" befbre the mayor and aldermen, and caft dice. She that 
" throws moft has ten pounds put in a purfe, and (he is to be 
" attended with the other two that loft the throw. The 
" next year come again the two maids, and one more added 
" to them. He orders in his will that each maid fhould 
*' have three throws, before fhe lofesit; and if fhe has no 
** luck in the three years, he orders that ftill new faces may 
•' come and be presented. On the fame Good Friday he 

(a) He pubUfted the ton? following to walk with, as for that it per* 

werks.- - fofmeth the geometrical menfora- 

1. A mathematical jewel >t 'mew« tion of all altitude!, lend. 1590, 

ing the making and moft excel- 410. 

kntufeof an inftrument fo called} 3, Aftrolabium uranicum gene- 

the life of which jewel is* fo abun- rale ; a neceflary and pleafant folate 

dant, that it leadeth the direft path and recreation for navigators in their 

way through the whole art of altro- long journeying ; containing the ufe 

nomy, cofmogAphy, geography, &c. of an inftrument, or Aftrolabe, &c. 

Land. '585, foT. Lond. 1596, in4to. 

*. Of the making and ufe of the 4. The art of dialling, in twe> 

familiar ftaff; fo called, for that it parti. Lond. 1609, u»4to» 
way be made ufeful and familiarly 

«« gives 
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€€ gives eighty widows money to attend, and orders ten 
cl (hillings for a good fermon, and fo he withes well to all 
€€ his countrymen. It is lucky moftey, for I never heard but 
C€ the maid that had the ten pounds fuddenly had a good 
ct hufband." Mr. Blagrave died at his own houfe near 
Reading, Auguft 9, 1611, and lies interred near his mother 
in the church of St. Lawrence, with a fine monument 
to his memory, and an inscription; the following account 

r1's£ L *' rf wh,ch is 8ircn by Mr# Afllmole - M ° n tRe north aga'mft 
€t the wall is a noble monument, reprefenting a man under 

" an arch to the middle, holding one hand oh a globe, th6* 

" other on a quadrant. He is habited in a fhort cloak,- a 

*• cafTock and a ruff, furrounded with books on each fide of 

f * him. On one fide is the figure of a woman to the breafts, 

< c naked, holding an inftrument in her hand, as offering it 

cc to him, and under her feet the word CUBUS. On th$ 

<# other fide is another woman, fomewhat nafcd, though 

<c with a fcarf thrown clofely round her, ziid offering in like 

* 6 manner, under her feet, THTPAEAPON. On the top 

ct are two women leaning on their arms, inferibed ORTAH- 

« c APON-AOAIKAAPON. In the middle, a pcrfon armed, 

€ « cap- a pee, intkled, IKOTHAPON. And under the firft 

f * figure mentioned, this infcription following, in an oval. 

JOHANNES BLAGRAVE, totus- mathematicus, 

Cum matre feputois; 
Here lies his corps, which living had a fpirit, 
Wherein much worthy knowledge did inherit* 
By which with zeal our God he did adore, 
Left for maid fervants, and to feed the poor, * 
His virtuous mother came of worthy race, 
A Hungerford, and buried in this place, 
When God fent death their lives away to cal£ " 
' They liv'd belovec), and died bewailed of all* 

» ... 

BLAKE, (Robert) - a famous Englifli admiral, bom ' 
\ -.' Anguft 1 5 §9, at Bridgwater, in Somerfetihire, where hfe 
^j** 8 Bri- was educated at the grammar fchool. He went from thence 
reign^tu °%. to Oxford in 1615, where he was entered at St. Aiban's 
P* 75-Lond! hail. From thence he removed to Wadham college. On 
1704, tvo. the tenth of February 1617, he took thfe degree of bachelor 
of arts. In 1623, he wrote a copy of verfes on the death 
Wood's Faf- Q £ ^j r# Camden, and foon after left the untverfity. He waa 
vol. «, 0l coJ. tinftured pretty early with republican principles, and dtfliking 
*>3« " that feverjty with which Dr. Laud, then btfhop pf Bath 

and 
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and Wells, "prefled uniformity in hisdiocefe, he began to fell 
into the puritanical opinions. The natural bluntncfs and 
fincerity of his difpofition led him to fpeak freely upon all 
occasions, infomuch that his fentiments being generally 
known, the puritan party got him eleSed member for Bridge- 
water, in 1640. When the civil war broke out, he declared Ib.ccl.204, 
for the parliament. In 1643, he was at Briftol, under the j 

command of col. Fiennes, who intruded him with a little 
fort on the line, and * as lord Clarendon informs us, when Prince See Ws Mf. 
Rupert attacked Briftol, and the governor had agreed to fur- £%£ * 
render it upon articles, Mr. Blake neverthelefs for fome time 
held out his fort, and killed feyeral of the king's forces, 
which exafperated Prince Rupert to fuch a degree, that he 
talked of hanging him, had not fome friends. in terpofed, and 
excufed him on account of his want of experience in. war. 
He ferved afterwards in SomerfetQiire, under the command 
of Popham, governor of Lyme, and as he was much beloved 
in thofe parts, he had fuch good intelligence, there, that he, 
in conjunction with Sir Robert Pye, furprizod Taunton for r^—^* 
the parliament. In 1644, he was appointed governor of this hiftorical 
place, which was of the utmoft importance, being the only coileawn* 
garrifon the parliament fcad in the WeiL The- works about J ^ 5 * * 
it were not ftrong, nor was the garrifon numerous, yet by his ' * 
ftricT: difcipiine, and kind behaviour to the townfmen, he found 
means to keep the place, tho' not properly farniibed with 
fupplies, and notwithstanding he was fometimes bcfieged, 
and often blocked up by the king's forces. At length Gering 
having come before the place with near ten thoufand men, 
made a breach, and actually took part of the town; 
Blake, however, ftill held out the other part and the cattle, 
till relief came. For this fervice, the parliament ordered thfe 
garrifon a bounty of two thoufand pounds, and the governor 
a prefent of five hundred. When the parliament had voted, J-j*" E ««- 
no farther addxeflea fhould be made to the king, col. Blake |^!^£ 
joined in an addrefs from the borough of Taunton, expreffing P# 81. Si, 
their gratefulnefs. for this ftep taken by thehoufe of commons. 
However, when the king came to be tried, Blake difap proved It# P« *7« 
of that meafure, as illegal, and was frequently heard to fay, 
he would as freely venture his life to fave the king's, as ever 
he did to ferve the parliament. But this- is thought to have 
been chiefly owing to the humanity of his temper, fincc after 
the death of the king he fell in wholly with the republican 

J>arty, and, next to Cromwell, was the ableft officer the par- 
iament had, 

February 12, 1648-9, he was appointed to com* 
maud the fleet, in conjunction with col, Deane and 

col. 
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cbl; Popham. Soon after he was ordered to fail, With a (qui- 
dron of men of war, in purfuit of Prince Rupert. Blake 
came before Kinfale in June 1649, where Prince Rupert l4y 
in harbour. He kept him in the harbour till the beginning 
of O&ober, when the prince defpatring of relief by fea, and 
Cromwell being ready to take the town by land, proVifions 
of all forts falling ftiprt, herefolved to force his way through 
Blake's fquadron, which he effetted with the lofs of .three of 
his (hips. The prince's fleet fleered their courfe to Liftoff* 
where they were protected by the king of Portugal. Blake 
fent to the king for leave to enter, and coming near with his 
fhips, jhe caftlc (hot at him ; upon which he dropt anchor, 
and fent a boat to know the reafon of this hoftility > the 
captain of the caftle anfwered, he had no orders from the king 
to let his (hips ' pafs : however, the king commanded one of 
the lords of the court to wait upon Blake, and to defire him 
not to come in except thp weather proved bad, left feme 
quarrel fluXild happen between him and Prince Rtipert j the 
king fent him, at the fame time* a large prefent of freft 
provifions. The weather proving bad, Blake failed up the 
river into the bay of Wyers, but two miles from the place' 
where Prince Rupert's (hips lay; and thence he fent capt. 
Moulton, to inform the king of the falfities in the prince** 
declaration. The king, however, (till refuting to allow the 
admiral to attack Prince Rupert, Blake took five of the 
Brazil fleet richly laden* and at the fame time fent notice to 
*. him, that unlefs he ordered the prince's (hips out from 

Lfc*~ Ene- k* s r * vcr » he would feize the reft of the Portuguefe fleet from 
lift an* Fo- America. In September 1650, the prince endeavoured to' 
ieign, yq1.». g e t ou t of the harbour, but was foon driven in again by Blake,' 
k f • *9> w ho fent to England nine Portuguefe (hips bound for Brazil | 
and in O&ober following, he and Popham met with a fleet 
of twenty-three fail from Brazil for Lifbon, of whom they 
funk the admiral, took the vice-admiral, and eleven other 
fhips, having ten thoufand chefts of fugar on board, an<f 
burnt three more, the reft were (mall' (hips, and during the 
a&ion got into the river. In his return home he met with 
two (hips in fearch of the prince, whom he followed up the 
(freights. In this crifis he took a Freneh mail of wary the 
captain of which had committed hoftilities. He fent this 
prize, which was reported worth a million, into Cales, ana 
followed the prince to the port of Carthagena, where he lay 
with the remainder of his fleet. As foon as .Blake came t<* 
an anchor before the fort, he fent a meflenger to the Spanitt 
governor* informing him, that aa enemy to the ftate of Eng- 
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land was in his port, that the parliament commanded him 
to purfue him, and the king of Spain being in amity with 
the parliament, he defired leave to take all advantages againft 
their enemy. The governor replied, he could not take 
notice of the difference of any nations or perfons amongft 
themfelves, only fuch as were declared enemies to the king 
his mafter, that they came in thither far fafety, therefore 
he could not refufe them protection, and that he would do the 
like for the admiral. Blake ftiil prefled the governor r to per- 
mit him to attack the prince*, and the Spaniard put him off 
till he could have orders from Madrid. While the admiral Bates Elen.; 
was cruizing in the, Mediterranean, Prince Rup rt ot out ^ hus mo " 
of Carthagena, and failed to Malaga. Blake having notice p . j 2# 
of his deftroying many Englifh (hips, followed him with 
all expedition, and attacked him in the port, burnt and de- 
ftroyed his whole fleet, two (hips only excepted, the Reforma- 
tion, in which Prince Rupert himfelf wa?, and the Swallow, 
commanded by his brother Prince Maurice. This was in ^0^*^ 
January 1651. In February,, Blake took a French man Of civil wars, 
war of forty guns, and fent it, with four other prizes, toP ,2 75» 
England. Soon after he came with his fquadron to Plymouth, 
when he received the thanks of the parliament, and was made 
warden of the Cinque ports. On the fourth of March fol- 
lowing, an aft pafled, whereby. col. Blake, col. Popham, 
and col. Deane^ or any two of them, were appointed admi- 
rals and generals of the fleet, for the year enfuing. Lives, Eng- 

The next fervice Blake was put upon was the reducing*^*"^ " 
the ifles of Scilly, which were held for the king. He failed p, 9 j, 
in May, .'with a body of eight hundred land troops on board. 
Sir John Grenville, who commanded in thofe parts for the 
king, after fome fmali refiftance, fubmitted. Blake failed 
next for Guernfey, which was held for the king, by Sir 
George Carteret. He arrived there in the month of October, 
and landed what forces he had the Very next day, and did 
every thing in his power in order to make a fpeedy conq-.<eft 
of the ifland, which was not compleated that year. lathe 
beginning of the next, however, the governor, finding all 
hopes of relief vain, thought proper to make the beft terms 
he could. For this fervice Blake had thanks from the parlia- 
ment, and was elected one. of the council of ftate. ,. ibid. p. 9I 

March 25, 1652, Blake was appointed fole admiral for 
nine months, on the profpeft of a Dutch war. The ftares 
fent Van Trump with forty-five fail of men of war into the 
Downs to infult the Englifh ; Blake, however, tho' he had 
but twenty-three flups* and could expect no fuccour but from 
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major Bourne, who commanded eight more, yet being at- 
tacked by Van Trump, he fought him bravely, notwith- 
standing his inequality, and forced him to retreat. This 
was on the nineteenth of May 1652 (a). The following 
letter was written by the admiral himfelf upon this occafion ; 
it is addeffed to the right honourable William LenthalJ, Efq; 
fpeuker of the. houfe of commons. 
" Ri^ht honourable, 
" I have difpatched away this exprefs to your honours, to 
«« give you an account of what pa (Ted yefterday between us 
« fc and the Dutch fleet. Being in Rye bay, I received intel- 
44 ligence from major Bourne, that Van Trump, with forty 
" fail, was off the South Sand-head; whereupon I made all 
" poflible fpeed to ply up towards them, and yefteiday in the 
" morning we faw them at anchor in and near Dover road. 
" Being come within three leagues of them, they weighed, 
" and flood away by a wind to the eaftward ; we fuppoiing 
44 their intention was to leave us, to avoid the difpute of the 
44 flag. About two hours afterwards they altered their courfe, 
€ * and bore direftly .with us. Van Trump the headmoft ; 
* c whereupon we lay by, and put ourfelves into a righting 
* c pofture, judging they had a refolution to engage. Being 
" come within mufquet (hot, I gave order to fire at his flag, 
." which was done thrice ; after the third (hot he let fly a 

* 

r (a) As to the perfonal conduct of " nations, trie Englifh admiral com- 

Blake in this action we have a parti- " ing with a defign to treat, fired on 

cular account in Heath's chronicle. " Blake with whole broadfides. The 

*' When Blake came into the Downs, " admiral was in his cabbin drinking 

" (fays this author) Van Trump bore " with fome of his* officers, little ex- 

4f up to his fleet, which confided of ,c peeling to be fo faluted, when the 

" no more than twenry-three fail, " (hot broke the windows of his 

" nearer than he had any occafion to " (hip, and mattered his (iern, which 

•* do. Upon this, Blake* faluted " put him into a vehement pafiion, 

" him with two guns without ball, " and curling his whiflcers, as he 

" to require him to ftrike fail ; " ufed to do when he was angry, 

4t Trump, in contempt, (hot on the " he commanded his men to anfwer 

" contrary fide ; Blake fired a fe- " the Dutch in their kind, faying, 

" cond and a third gun, which Van " when his heat was fomewhat 

* r Trump anfwered with a broad- " over, be took it very ill of Van 'trump 

" fide. The Englifti admiral per- " that be Jbould take bis. Jbif for a 

•' ceiving it was his intention to " baivdy-boufe, and break bis windows. 

€l fight, fingled out himfelf from {the " Blake fingly fuftained the (hock of 

" reft of the fleet to treat with Van " the Dutch fleet for fometime, till 

" Trump about that point of ho- " his own (hips and major Bourne's 

" nour, and to prevent the effufion " could join him, and then the en- 

•' of blood and a national quarrel. *' gagement grew hot and bloody 

" When Blake approached nearer to " on the enemy's fide, till night put 

" Van Trump, bf and the reft of " an end to.it.'* Chronicle of the 

*' his fleet; contrary to the law of civil wars, p. 319* 

« broad 
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• « broadfide at us. Major Bourne, with thofe fhrps that came 
" from the Downs, being eight, was then making towards 
" us. We continued fighting till night ; then our (hip being 
" unable to fail, by reafon that our rigging and fails were 
" extremely {hatter'd, and our mizen mail {hot off, we 
" came with advice of the captain to an anchor, about 
lt three or four leagues off the Nefs, to refit our (hip, at 
a which we laboured all the night. This morning we efpied 
" the Dutch fleet about four leagues diftance from ours, to- 
<c wards thecoaft of France; and by advice of a council of 
" war, it was refolved to ply to windward to keep the 
" weather gage, and we are now ready to let fall our anchors 
li this tide. What courfe the Dutch fleet fleers we do not 
" well know, nor can we tell what harm we have done them ; 
" but we fuppofe one of them to be funk, and another of 
<c thirty guns we have taken, with the captains of both ; the 
" main maft of the firft being fliot by the board, and much 
" water in the hold, made captain Lawfon's men to forfake 
" her. We have fix men of ours flain, and nine or ten def- 
* c perately wounded, and twenty- five more not without 
" danger ; amongft them our mailer and one of his mates, 
" and other officers. We have received about feventy great 
'< fliot in our hull and maft, in our fails and rigging without 
" number, being engaged with the whole body of the fleet 
€< for the fpace of four hours; being the mark at which they 
" aimed. We mull needs acknowledge it a great mercy, 
" that we had no more harm, and our hope is, the righteous 
*< God will continue the fame unto us, if there do arife a war ' 
" between us, they being firft in the breach, and feeking an 
" occafion to quarrel, and watching as it feems an advan- 
ce tage to brave us upon our own coaft, &c. 

From aboard the James, three Your humble Servant* 

leagues off the Hydes, the pnRFRT RT mtv 

. 20th of May, 1652. ROBERT BLAKE. 

After this engagement, the States feemed inclined to peace, 
but the commonwealth of England demanded fuch terms as 
could not be complied with, and therefore both fides prepared 
to carry on the war, with greater vigour. Blake now har- 
raffed the enemy by taking their merchant fhips in which 
he had great fuccefs. On the tenth of June, a detachment 
from his fleet fell upon fix and twenty fail of Dutch merchant 
men, and took them every one, and by the end of Jun^, he 
had feat into port forty prizes. On the fecond of July, be 
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failed, with a ftrong fquadron, northwards. In. his courfe he 
took a Dutch man of war, and about the latter end of the 
month, he fell on twelve men of war, convoy to their her- 
ring buffes, took the whole convoy, a hundred of their bufles, 
Heath's and difperfed the reft. On the twelfth of Auguft he returned 
chronicle, j nto t ^ c Down^ w Jth fix of the Dutch men of war, and nine 

*"***' hundred prifoners. Thence he flood over to the coaft of 
Holland, and on the twenty- eighth of September, having 
difcovered the Dutch about noon, though he had only three 
of his own fquadron with him, vice-admiral Pen with his 
fquadron at fome diftance, and the reft a league for two a- 
ftern, he bore in among the Dutch fleet, being bravely fe- 
conded by Pen and Bourne; three of the enemy's fhips were 
wholly difabled at the firft brunt, and another as (he was 
towing off. The rear-admiral was taken by capt. Mildmay» 
and had not night intervened, it was thought not a fingle 
ihip of the Dutch fleet would have efcaped. On the twenty- 
ninth, about day break, fheEnglifli fpied the Dutch fleet N. E; 
two leagues off; the admiral bore up to them, but the ene- 
my hav|ng the wind of him, he could not reach them; how- 
ever he commanded his light frigates to ply as near as they 
could, and* keep firing while the reft bore up after them ; upon 
which the Dutch hoifted their fails <and run for it. The 
Engl ifh being in want of provifions, returned to the Downs. 
Blake having been obliged to make large detachments from 
his fleet, Van Trump, who had again the command of the 
Dutch navy, confuting of fourfcore men of war, refolved to 
take this opportunity of attacking him in the Downs, know* 

ibia. p. 329, j n g nc na( j nQt a b ove na jf hj s nu . m ber of fhips. He accord- 
ingly failed away to the back of the Godwin. Blake having 
intelligence of this, called a council of war, wherein it 
was refolved to fight, though at fo great a difadvantage. The 
engagement began on the twenty- ninth of November, about 
two in the morning, and lafted till near fix in the evening. 
Blake was aboard the Triumph ; this fliip, the Vi&ory and 
the Vanguard fuflered moft, having been engaged, at one 
time, with twenty of the enemy's beft ibips. The admiral 
finding his fhips much difabled, and that the Dutch had the 
advantage of the wind, drew off his fleet in the night into 
the river of Thames, having loft the Garland and Bona- 
venture, which were taken by the Dutch, a fmall frigate 
was alfo burnt, and three funk; and his remaining fhips 
much (nattered and difabled : Trump, however, bought this 
vidory dear, one of his flag fhips was blpw'n up, all the men 
drowned, and his own ihip and De Ruyter's were both unfit 

foe 
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for fervrce till they were repaired (b). This fuccefs puffed ' 
tip the Dutch exceedingly; Van Trump failed through the 
channel with a broom at his main-top-maft, to fignify that he 
had (wept the feasof Englifh (hips. In the mean time Blake *?, cath X 

» * t Chronicle. 

having p . j8l# 


(») The following account of. this 
a&ion is given us by Heath. ** Intei- 
" ligence was now (fays he) given 
*' to Van Trump, as there had been 
" before to the ftates, that the Eng- 
*' lifti fleet was no way recruited, 
" that moft of the (hips with which 
*' De Riryter engaged were gone into 
" port, and that now Blake might 
* be eafily beaten in the Downs, and 
fo the mouth of the river fte-pped, 
the war come to a period, and the 
" Dutch have fatisfaclion for the da- 
" mage done them, and fea towns in 
u England put into their hands for 
t( future fecurity. On the twenty- 
" ninth of November, Trump pre- 
fented himfelf with eighty men of 
war and ten firefhips, on the back- 
fide of the Godwin again, and ac- 
" cording to expectation found gene- 
" ral Blake, attended with no more 
than forty odd (ail, as if he had 
been ignorant how to ufe his late 
victory, which came now to the 
difpute, and to be an undecided 
,f cpntroverfy again 5 yet Blake ge- 
" neroufly difdaining to be affronted 
" again in the Downs, having called 
" a council of war, it was concluded 
" he fhould fight, though at fo un- 
equal disadvantage ; but the wind 
rifing, the engagement was hin- 
dered till next day, and anchoring 
" the night before a little above Do- 
u ver road, fair by the enemy, near 
" morning both fleets plyed weft- 
" ward, wc having the weather gage, 
" and about eleven or twelve o'clock, 
" engaged near thefarrle place, where 
" the firft encounter was, but not 
** with the fame fuccefs, for half the 
" fleet did not engage ; the Victory, 
" Vanguard, and the Triumph, the 
" admiral's ftiip, bore moft of the 
" ftrefs* of the fight, being " at one 
time engaged with twenty Dutch- 
men, and were forely torn in their 
rigging, fails, yards, and hulls j 


<c 
tt 


tt 
tt 


« 


tt 
it 
tt 

t€ 


ft 
ti 


it 


it 


it 


it 


tt 


ti 
tt 

ti 

t< 
tt 


u 
a 


tt 

tt 
it 
tt 


tt 


" yet they fought till after it was 
dark, a little before which the 
Garland, (whofe ventrous captain, 
out of a noble refolution, board- 
ing Van Trump himfelf, was (lain 
in the fight, and overpowered 
with his referves) a navy ftiip of 
the third rate with forty guns, was 
" boarded by two Dutch flags, and 
" taken 5 as likewife the Bonadven- 
ture, attempting to relieve them, 
it's captain, Hookfton, being (lain 
" before the Triumph could fuccour 
them ; and this was not done 
without great hazard ; for Blake 
was boarded twice, and had not 
the Vanguard and Sapphire flood 
refolutely by him, might have gone 
" near to have been loftj the Her- 
" cules was likewife run on more, 
" and all the whole fleet that en* 
" gaged was fniferably rent and torn, 
" and had it not been for the night 
*' would hardly have come off, whereas 
" now they retreated to Dover, and 
fo into the river againft Leigh to 
fave themfelves. The Dutch 
" triumphantly continued where they 
were, refolving to fall upon Blake 
with their whole fleet and firefhips 
the next day at two o'clock ; h;Ut 
miffing of them, fent their fcouts 
" to Harwich and Yarmouth, to 'fee 
" if they were there, purposing to 
" purfue the fame refolution. In 
" the mean time fome of their fea- 
" men went aihore into Rumney 
" Madh to fteal (heep, but the 
" troopers were in readinefs, and 
" killed fix of them, and took eight 
" more. Trump ftill continued with 
his fleet plying between the Ifle of 
Wight and the North foreland, 
'• fome what betwixt Calais and 
" Dunpenefs, having put afhore the 
*' lieutenant of the Garland and other 
u feamen, who informed that one 
" Dutch (hip was blown up, and 
" but two men fayed; and that 
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having repaired his fleet, and Monk and Deane being now 
joined in commrffion with him, on the eighth of February, 
1653, failed from Queerifborough with fixty men of war, 
which were foon after joined with twenty more from Portf- 
moutn. . On the eighteenth of this month they difcovered 
Van Trump with feventy men of war, and three hundred 
' merchant fhips under his convoy. Blake with twelve fhips, 
came up with, and engaged, the Dutch fleet : He was aboard 
the Triumph, which had like to have been loft, if not timely 
relieved by Lawfon in the Fairfax. The admiral, though 
grievoufly wounded in the thigh, continued the fight till night, 
when the Dutch, who had fix men of war funk and taken, 
retired. Blake after having put afhore his wounded men at 
Portfmouth, followed the enemy, whom he came up with 
' next day, about three in the afternoon, when the fight was 
renewed greatly to the lofs of the Dutch, who continued re- 
treating towards Bulioign. All the night following Blake 
continued the purfuit, and in the morning of the twentieth 
of February, the two fleets fought again till four in the after- 
noon, when the wind blowing favourably for the Dutch, they 
fecured themfelves on the flats of Dunkirk and Calais. In 
thefe three engagements the Dutch loft eleven men of war, 
thirty merchant fhips, and had fifteen hundred men (lain. The 
Enalifh loft only one fhip, the Samfon, but not fewer men 
than the enemy. 

In the month of April, Cromwell turned out the parlia- 
ment, and (hortly after aflumed the fupre i.e power. The 
States hoped great ad vantages from this, but were difappointed ; 
Blake faid on this occafion to his officers, iC It is nor for us 
^y^m len " *° m ' n ^ ^ atc am *' rs » but to k ee P foreigners from fooling us." 
p. T. p.%4. Towards the end of the month, Blake and his colleagues, 
with a fleet of a hundred fail, flood over to the Dutch coaft, 
and forced their fleet to take flielter in the Texel, where, for 
fome time, they were kept by Monk and Deane, while Blake 
Lives Eng- failed northward ; at laft Trump got out, and drew together 
lift and Fo- a fl ee t of a hundred and twenty men of war. On the third 
p^foj ' 2 ' of June, Deane and Monk, engaged him off the Northfore- 
land. On the fourth Blake came to their afliftance with 
eighteen frefh fhips by which means a compleat victory was 
gained, and if the Dutch had not again faved themfelves 

" Trump, and another flag Grip, and " got fafe into harbour at Portf- 
«' DeRuyter had received damage. " mouth, being purfued by feven 
" Amidlt all this fray, a rich " Dutch fail of frigates." Chronicle 
" Streights Englifti (hip, called the of the civil wars of England, p. 329, 
. " Employment, valued at 200,000 1» 330. 

on 
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on Calais fands, their whole fleet had been funk or 
taken (c). Cromwell having called the parliament, filled 
the Little Parliament, Blake, on the tenth of Ottober, took 
his feat in the houfe, where he received their folemn thanks 
for his many and faithful fervices. The Proteftor afterwards Lives Ens- 
ealled a new parliament, confifting of four hundred, where HftandFo- 
Mr. Blake fat al fo, being the reprefentative for his native wgn,p,II3# 
town of Bridgwater. On the lixth of December, he was 
appointed one of the commiffioners of the admiralty. In the 
month of November 1654, Cromwell fent him, with a ftrong 
fleet, into the Mediterranean, with inftrudtions to fupport 
the honour of the Englifli flag, and to procure fatisfa&ion 
for any injuries that might have been done to our merchants. 
In the beginning of December, Blake came in to the road 
of Cadiz, where he was treated with vaft refpeS ; a Dutch 
admiral would not hoift his flag while he was there. The 
Algerines were fo much afraid of him, that they flopped the 
Sallee Rovers, obliged them to deliver up what Englifli pri- 
foners they had on board, and fent them to Blake in order to 
procure his favour : Neverthelefs, he came before Algiers on 
the tenth of March, when he fent an officer on fliore to the 
Dey, to tell him he had orders to demand fatisfaflion for the 
piracies committed on the Engilfli, and to infift on the re- 
leafeof all fuch Englifli captives as were then in the place. 
To this the Dey made anfwer, that the captures belonging 
to particular men, he could not reftore them, but if Mr. 
Blake pleafed he might redeem what Englifli captives were 
there, at a reafonable price •, and, if he thought proper, the 
Algerines would [conclude a peace with him, and, for the 
future, offer no aclsof hoftility to the Englifli. This anfwer 
was accompanied with a preient of frefh provifions. Blake 
failed to Tunis on the fame errand. The Dey of Tunis fent 
him a haughty anfwer. *' Here (faid he) are our caftles of 
Goletta and Porto Ferino, do your worft, do you think we 
fear your fleet ?" On the hearing this, Blake, as his cuftom 
was, when in a paifion, began to curl h : s whifkers, and after' 
a fliort confultation with his officers, bore into the bay of 
Porto Ferino, with his great fhips, and coming within muf- 

(c) On the fide of the Dutch there Dear*, and one captain. Of private 

were without doubt a great number men, one hundred and twenty ; 

flain,', but how many is uncertain, wounded, two hundred and thirty- 

Prifoners there were one thoufand fix ; but not fo much as one (hip 

three hundred and fifty, and of thefe was either funk or di fabled. The 

fix were captains. Ships funk fix, perfect Politician, or the life of Crom- 

men of .war taken eleven. Of the well, p. 178. 
Englifh there were (lain, general 
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quet {hot of the caftle, fired on it fo britkly, that in two 
ho-rs it w as rendered defenceless, and the guns on the works 
along the (hore were di (mounted, tho* fixty of them played 
at a time on the Englifh. He found nine fhips in the road, 
and ordered every captain, even of his own fhip, toman his 
long boat with choice men, and thefe to enter the harbour, 
and (ire the lu ifeens, while he and his fleet covered them 
from the caftle, by playing continually on it with their can?, 
non. Thefeamen in their boats boldly affaulted the pirates, 
and burnt all their (hips with the lofsof twenty five men killed, 
and forty-e»ght wounded. This daring aftion fpread the ter- 
ror of his name through Africa and Afia, which had for a 
Lives Eftg-loiis: time before been formidable in Europe. He alfoftruck 
re? Twi 2" '" urn tcrror mto tne piratical ftate of Tripoly, that he made 
js X15. them glad to ftrike up a peace with England. Thefe and 
other exploits raifed t ; e glory of the Knglifli name fo high, 
# that moft of the princes and ftates in Italy, thought fit to 
pay their compliments to the Prote&or, particularly the grand 
duke of Tufcany, and the republic of Venice, who fen* 
magnificent emtaflies for that purpofe. 

I he war in the mean time was grown pretty hot with 
Spain, and Blake ufed, his utmoft efforts to ruin their mari- 
time force in Europe, as Penn had done in the Weft Indies, 
But Blake finding himfelf now in a declining ftate of health, 
and fearing the ill confequences which might enfue, in cafe 
he fhould die without any colleague to take charge of the 
fleet, he wrote letters into England, defiring fome proper 
perfon to be named in commiffion with him, upon which 
general Montague was fent joint- admiral with a ftrong fqua- 
CUrendon's dron to affift him. Soon after his arrival in the Mediterranean, 
%-v*l%Q° ' the two admirals failed with their whole fleet, to block up a 
Spanifh fquadron in the. bay of Cadiz. At length, in Sep- 
tember, being in gnat want of water, Blake and Montague 
flood away for the coaft of Portugal, leaving captain Stayner, 
with feven (hips, to look after the enemy. Soon after they 
were gone, the Spanifli plate fleet appeared, but were inter- 
cepted by Stayner, who took the vice admiral, and another 
Galleon, which were afterwards burnt by accident, the rear 
admiral with two millions of plate on board, and another 
fliip richly laden. Thefe prizes, together with all the pri- 
fo: ers, were fent into England, under general Montague, 
lb. p, 38 3. and Blake alone remained in the Mediterranean, 'till, being 
ipformed that another plate fleet had put into Santa Cruz, in 
the ifland of TencrifT. In the month of April 1657, he 
failed thither with a fleet of twenty-five men of war. On 
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the twentieth, he came into the road of Santa Cruz, and 
notwithftanding the Spanifli governor had timely notice, was 
a man of courage and conduit, and had difpofed all things 
in the propereft manner, fo that he looked upon an attack as 
what no wife admiral would think pra&icable ; yet Blake 
having fummoned him and received a ftiort anfwer, was de- 
termined to force the place, and to burn the fleet therein, 
and he perform'd it in fuch a manner, as appears next to in- 
credible. It is allowed to be one of the moft remarkable 
aftions that ever happened at fea (d). As foon as the news 

arrived 
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(d) Mr. Heath has given the fol- 
lowing -account of this action. " On 
the twentieth of April 1657, the 
English fleet under the command of 
admiral Blake, were fair in the of- 
fing of Sanfta Cruz, where they dif- 
covered how bravely 'the Spanifh 
fljips, fixteen in number, were bar- 
ricadoed in this bay, where they lay 
in a manner femicircular. Near in 
the mouth of- this haven (rands a 
cattle, fufficiently furniflied with 
great ordnance, which threatened 
deftru&ion to any that durft enter 
without its leave into the harbour ; 
betides this, there ftood feven forts 
more round about the bay, with fix,, 
four, and three great guns a-piece, and 
united together by a line of commu- 
nication from one fort to another, 
which was manned with mufqueteers. 
To make all fafe, Don Diego Diagues, 
general of the , v pamfh fleet, was not 
idle, in making provifion for the beft 
.defence of his armado ; he caufed all 
the fmaller mips to be moored clofe 
along the fhore, and the fix great 
galleons ftood further out at anchor, 
with their broadfides towards the fea. 
It happened at this time, there was a 
Dutch merchant (hip in the bay, the 
matter thereof feeing the Englilh 
ready to enter, and that a combat 
Would prefently be commenced, it 
made him fear, that among all the 
blows that would be given, he could 
not avoid fome knocks ; therefore to 
fave himfelf, he went to Don Diego, 
and defired his leave to depart the 
^arbour ; for, faid he, I am very fure 

?lake will prefently oe among you, 
Tp this the refolute Don made no 


other reply but, Get you gone if yon 
will, and let Blake come if he dares* 
They that knew Blake's courage, 
could not but know it needlefs to 
dare him to an engagement. All 
things being order' d for fight, a fqua- 
dron of mips was drawn out of the 
whole fleet to make the firft onfet ; 
thefe were commanded by captain 
Stayner in the Speaker frigate, who 
no fooner had received orders, but 
immediately he flew into the bay 
with his canvafs wings, and by eight 
in the morning fell pell mell upon the 
Spanifh fleet, without the leaft regard 
to the forts, that fpent their (hot pro- 
digally upon him. No fooner were 
thefe entered into the bay, but Blake 
following after, placed certain (hips 
to pour broadfides into the cattle and 
forts. Thefe played their parts fo 
well, that after fome time the 
Spaniards found their forts too hot 
to be held. In the mean time Blake 
ftrikes in with Stayner, and bravely 
fought the Spanifh (hips, which were 
not much inferior in number to the 
Englilh, but in men were far the 
fuperior. Here we fee a refolute 
bravery many times may carry the 
day, and make numbers lie by the 
lee 5 this was manifett, for by two 
of the clock in the afternoon, the , 
Fnglifh had beaten the enemies out 
of their (hips- Now Blake feeing an 
impoflibihty of carrying them away, 
he ordered his men to fire their 
prizes 5 -which was done fo effectual- 
ly, that all the Spanifh fleet were re- 
duced to afhes, except two (hips that 
funk '"downright, nothing remaining 
of them above water, but fome part 

of 


202 BLAKE. 

ft 

arrived of this extraordinary, a&ion, the Proteflor fent to 
acquaint his fecond parliament, then fitting, therewith, 
whereupon they order'd a publick thankfgiving, and dire&ed 
a diamond ring, worth five hundred pounds, to be fent to 
Blake ; and the thanks of the houfe was order'd to all the 
officers and feamen, and to be given them by their admiral. 

Upon his return to the Mediterranean, he cruifed fometime 
before^Cadiz, but finding himfelf declining faft, he refolved to 
return home. He accordingly failed for England, but lived 
not to fee again his native land, for he died as the fleet was 
entering Plymouth, the 17th of Auguft 1657, being in the 
fifty-ninth year of his age. His body was next day em- 
balmed smd wrapped up in lead, his bowels were buried in 
the great church at Plymouth, and his corps conveyed by 
fea to Greenwich houfe, where it lay in ftate for fome time ; 
from thence on the fourth of September was carried by 
water to Weftminfter Abbey, and interred with great funeral 
pomp, in a vault, built on purpofe, in the chappel of king 
Henry the Vllth, from whence it was removed on the twelfth 
of September 1661, and re-interred in St. Margaret's church 
yard. 

My lord Clarendon having mentioned all Blake's employ- 
ments, to the time of his firft going on board the fleet, con- 
Clarendon's eludes thus : " He then betook himfelf wholly to the fea, 
hiftory, vol. and quickly made himfelf fignal there. He was the firft man 
3* P* 39 2 * that declined the old track, and made it manifeft, that the 

of their marts. The Englifli having dered that any fober men, with what 
now got a compleat victory, were put courage foever endued, would ever 
to another difficulty by the wind, have undertaken it 5 and they could 
lb, p. 4 r a. which blew fo ftrong into the bay, hardly per f wade themfelves to be- 
that many defpaired of getting out lieve what they had done ; whilft the 
of it again. But God's providence Spaniards comforted themfelves with 
was miraculoufly feen, in caufmg the the belief, that they were devils and 
wind on a fudden to veer about to not men, who had deftroyed them in 
the fouth weft, (a thing not known fuch a manner. So' much a ftrong 
in many years before) which brought refolution of bold and courageous 
Blake and his fleet fafe to fea again, men can bring to pafs, that no refif- 
notwithftanding the Spaniards from tance and advantage of ground can 
the caftle played their great guns difappoint them. And it can hardly 
perpetually upon him as they patted be imagined how fmall lofs the Eng- 
by. The wind, as it proved a friend lifti fuftained in this unparalleled ac- 
to bring the Englifh forth, fo it con- tion, no one (hip being left behind, 
tinued to carry them back to their and the killed and wounded not e*- 
former ftation near Cadiz. Chroni- ceeding two hundred men, when the 
cle of the civil wars, p. 391. (laughter on board the Spanim (hips 
The whole action (fays the earl of was incredible. Hill, of the rebel* 
Clarendon) was fo miraculous, that lion, vol. 3. p. 601, 
all men who knew the place, won- 
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fclence might be attained in lefs time than was imagined, and 
defpifed thofe rules which had been long in practice, to keep 
his fhip and his men out of danger ; which had been held in 
former times a point of great ability and circumfpe£Hon, as 
if the principal art requifite in the captain of a (hip had been 
to be Aire to come fafe home again. He was the firft man who 
brought the {hips to contemn caftles on fhore, which had 
been thought ever very formidable, and were discovered by 
him to make a noife only, and to fright thofe who could be 
rarely hurt by them. He was the firft that infufed that pro- 
portion of courage into the feamen, by making them fee by 
experience what mighty things they could do, if they were 
refolved, and taught them to fight in fire as well as upon 
water, and though he has been very well imitated and fol- 
lowed, he was the firft that gave the example of that kind of 
naval courage, and bold and refolute atchievements." 

BLANCHARD, (James) an eminent painter, born at 
Paris, in the year 1600. He learnt the rudiments of his 
profeflion under his uncle Nicholas Bolleri, but left him 
at twenty years of age with an intention to travel to Italy. He 
ftopt at Lyons in his way thither, where he flayed for fome 
time, and during his refidence here, reaped both profit and 
improvement.. He paffed on to Rome where he continued 
about two years. From thence he went to Venice, where 
he was fo much pleafed with the works of Titian, Tintoret, 
and Paul Veronefe, that he refolved to follow their manner ; 
and in this he fucceeded fo far, that at his return to Paris he 
foon got into high employment, being generally efteemed for 
the novelty, beauty and force of his pencil. He painted two Du Piles* 
galleries at Paris, one belonging to the firft prefident Per- Lives of the 
rault, and the other to monfieur de Bullion fuperintendant P amtcrs « 
of the finances. But his capital piece is reckoned to be that 
at the church of Notre Dame, St. Andrew kneeling before 
the crofs, and the holy ghoft defcending. Blanchard was in 
a likely way of making his fortune in the flower of his age, 
but a fever and an impofthume in the lungs, carried him off, 
in his 38th year. Of all the French painters Blanchard was 
efteemed the beft colourift, having ftudied this part of 
painting with great care m the Venetian fchool. There 
are few grand compofitions of his ; but what he has left of 
this kind (hew he had great genius. He was moftly taken 
up with Madonas, which prevented his employing himfelf 
in fubjecls of greater extent. 

BLOE- 
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BLOEMART, a painter, born at Gorcum, in Holland, 
in the year 1567. His father was an architect, who/etired 
from the Low Countries during the difturbances there, to 
Du Piles Utrecht, whither his fon followed him, and here it was that 
Ibvaof the Abraham learnt his firft principles of his profeffion. He 
pointers, was never fo lucky however as to be under any able m after. 
He formed a manner tohimfelfas nature and his genius di- 
rected him. It wasea/y, graceful, and univerfal : He under- 
ftood the Claro Obfcuro. The folds of his draperies were 
large and had a good effe£r, but his manner of defigning had 
too much of his own country in it. There were a vaft 
number of prints graved after his works. He died at four- 
fcore years of age, anno 1647. 

. BLONDEL, (David) a Proteftant minifter, famous for 
his knowledge in ecclefiaftical and civil hiftory, born at Cha- 
lons, in Champagne. He was admitted minifter at a fynod 
of the Ifle of France, in 16 14. A few years afterwards he 
began to write in defence of proteftantifm, for in 1619 he 

Bayle. published a treatife intitled, '« Modefte declaration de la 
fincerite & verite des Egl ifes reformees de France." This 
was an anfwer to feveral of the Catholic writers, efpecially 
to the bifhop of Luflbn, fo well known afterwards under the 
title of cardinal Richelieu. From this time he was # confidered as 
a perfon of great hopes. He was fecretary more than twenty 
times in the fy nods of the Ifle of France, and was deputed 
four times fucceflxvely to the national fynods. . That of 
Caftres employed him to write in defence of the Proteftants. 

Merer!. The national fynod of Charenton appointed him honorary 
profeflbr in 1645, with a proper falary, which had never been 
done to any body before. He wrote feveral pieces, but what 
gained him moft favour amongft the proteftants are the fol- 
lowing; his explications on theEucharift; his work, entitled, 
De la Primaute d'Eglrfe ; his Pfeudo Ifidorus and Turria- 
nus Vapulantes ; his treatife of the Sybils ; and his piece, De 
Epifcopis et Prelbyteris. Some of his party however were 
diflatisfied with him for engaging in difputes relating to 
civil hiftory, which he did in his work De Formula regnante 
Chrifto. Some were alfo offended at the book he publifhed, 
to (hew what's related about Pope Joan to be a ridiculous 
fable. 

Upon the death of Voffius he was invited to fucceed him 

.in the hiftory profefforfhip in the college of Amfterdanu 

He accordingly went thither in 1650, 'where he continued 

his ftudies with great aftiduity. This intenfe application, 

and 
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and the air of the country not agreeing with him, greatly im- 
paired his health and deprived him of his fight. In this con* 
dition he is faid to have dictated two volumes in folio, on the 
genealogy of the kings of France againft Chifflet, a work 
which we are told he undertook at the defire of chancellor 
Sequier. He had like to have come into trouble in Holland, 
from the malice of fome perfons who endeavoured to render 
him fufpe&ed of Arminianifm, and who inveighed againft him 
for the Confiderations Religieufes et Politiques, which he 
publifhed during the war betwixt Cromwell and the Hol- 
landers* 
He died April 6, 1655, aged fixty-four years; 

BLONDEL, (Francis) profeflbr of phyfick in the uni- 
verfity of Paris, a man of great learning, but his knowledge 
was thought to be too obfeure and indigefted. He was a 
great enemy to chymiftry and antimony, and never ceafed 
to harrafs the faculty with troubles and xtivifions. Mr. Lami 
thus charaflerifes this phyfician. " He is one of our oldeft The^fct- 
dqitors, (fays he) and paflfes for a learned man with fome. t"h« C Dif- 
He has read a great deal, has a very happy memory. He cours Ana- 
is very able to decide how a greek word fhould be read in $ omi *««* 
Hippocrates and Galen. He idolizes them in fuch a man- 
ner that he will hear of nothing but what they have faid ; 
and the old errors are more to his tafte than the new 
truths. He knows very well the names of plants and un- 
derstands them as the gardeners do. He knows the vir- 
tues of them after the Galenic manner. He meafures 
their degrees of cold and heat, with a juftnefs that furprizes 
every body. He cultivates feveral with a great deal of 
care. He has fo great an averfion to chymiftry, tha^ he 
cannot hear a (ingle term of it, without crying out. He 
has a very great inclination to teach without any intereft 
and without being obliged to it* I allure you I have feen 
him take the pains to come every day from the gate of 
St. Dennis to our fchools only for one fcholar, who after- 
wards left him, becaufe he was not learned enough to 
underftand him, and becaufe the Hebrew and Greek, of 
which his difcourfes were full, were languages very little, 
if at all known to him. It is true that this gentleman is 
very curious in etymologies, and endeavours to gather into 
his treatifes all that he has ever read. Thus in a book 
which he wrote on vomiting and emetic medicines, he 
gave a preface on chemiftry, and to difcover the author of 
it, he went up as high as the deluge, and enquired, whether 

" Tubal 
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" Tubal Cain was the inventor of it, becaufe it is /aid of 
*' him in the fourth chapter of Genefis, that he was a worker 
44 in copper and iron/' M Devize has alfo fptiken unfa- 
vourably of Blond el in the account he gives of his death for 
the month of September 1682. Blondel prom i fed the public 
feveral treatiies, but it feems to be doubted whether any of 
them were ever publifhed. 

BLONDE f, (Francis) Regius profeflbrof mathema* 
ticks and architecture, a man' of great fame for the fkill he 
"acquired in his profeffion. He was governor to Lewis-Henry 
de i omenu, count de Brienne, whom he accompanied in 
his travels from July 1652 to November 1655. He wrote 
a Latin account of them, which was printed twice,. in 1660 
and 1 662. He had feveral honourable employments both in 
the army and navy. He was alfo entrufted with the ma- 
nagement of fome negotiations with foreign princes, and at 
len 'th arrived at the dignity of marfhal de camp, and coun- 
fellor of ftate. He had the honour to be appointed mathe- 
matical preceptor to the Dauphin. It was he who drew. the 
defign of the new gates fince the Dutch war in 1672, and he 
wrote fome of the infcriptions on them, for he was no lefs 
Verfed in the knowledge of the belles lettres than in that of 
geometry, as may be feen by the comparifon he publifhed 
between Pindar and Horace. He was director of the academy 
of architecture, and a member of the royal academy of 
fciences. He died February the firft, 1686. He has left 
feveral treat tfes (a). 

(a) i. Notes "on the archite&ure 4. The hiftory of the Roman ca- 

of Savot. lendar. 

*. A courfe of architecture, in 3 5. A new manner of fortifying 

vols, in folio. places. 

3. The art of throwing bombs. 

BLONDUS, (Flavius) born at Forli in Italy, in 1388. 
He was fecretary to Pope Eugenius IV. and continued in this 
employment under Eugenius' fucceflbrs to Pope Pius II. under 
whofe pontificate he died June 4, 1463. Hecompofed feveral 
k&o^LaV works, the moft famous of which is, his hiftory from the year 
400 to 1440 (a). 

(a) Betides his hiftory be wrote 41 Hiftoriarum Romanarum, de- 

the following works : cades trcs. 

j. Romaetriumphantis,Ubri decern* 5. De origine et de geftisVencto- 

a. Romae inftaurata?, libri tres. nun* 
3, Italia; illuftratKj libri ofio. 

BLOUNT, 
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BLOUNT, (Thomas) a learned Englifh writer of the 
feventeenth century, born atBordefley, in Worcefterfhire. He 
had not the advantage of a univerfity education, but by 
ftrength of genius and great application, made a confide- 
rable progrefs in literature. Upon the breaking out of the 
popifh plot in the reign of king Charles II. being much alarm- 
ed on account of his being a zealous Roman catholick, he con- w ., - 
traded a palfy, as he informed Mr. Wood in his laft letter t j, cn# o xon " 9 
to him, dated April the 28th, 1679, adding, that he had then vol. 1. col. 
quitted all books, except thofe of' devotion. On the 26th ^ t 7 £** 
of December following he died at Orleton, in the fixty-firft I7alt 
year of his age, and was interred in the church there, and 
had foon after a monument ereded to him by his relict, 
Anne, daughter of Edmund Church, of Maiden, in EC- 

fex(A). 

(a) His works are as follows : ricum, or Ephemeris, 1665, which is 

1. I he academy of eloquence, con- very erroneous, &c. London 1665, 
taining a compleat Englifti rhetoric, in 4to. in one meet, being aflifted 
There were feveral editions of it Jif/' in it by Jo, Sargeant and Jo. Au- 

2. Gloflbgraphica, or a dictiorfafy ften. * 

interpreting fuch hard words, whether 7. A Law dictionary, interpreting 

Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Italian, &c. fuch difficult and obfeure words and 

that are now ufed in our refined terms, as are found either in our 

Englifh tongue, &c. London 1656, common or itatute, ancient or mo- 

publifhed in octavo 5 and feveral dern, laws. London 1671, folio, 

times after with additions and amend- and again there in 1691, with fome 

ments, &c. corrections, and the addition of above 

3. The lamps of the law, and the five hundred words. 

light of the Gofpel j or the titles of 8. Animadversions upon Sir Ri- 

fome late fpiritual, polemical, and chard Baker's chronicle, and its con- 

metaphyseal new books. London tinuation, &c. Oxon. 1672, in oc- 

1658, in octavo. Written in imita- tavo. 

tion of Sir John Berkenhead's Paul's .9. A world of errors discovered in 

church yard, and published under the new world of worlds, &c. Lon- 

the name of 'Grafs and Hay withers.* don 1673, folio. This cenfure is 

4. Bofcobel ; or the hiftory of his directed againft Edward Philip's new 
majefty's efcape after the battle of world of Englifti words, fcc. 
Worcefter, September the third, 10. Fragmenta Antiquitatis, an- 
1651. London 1660, in octavo, tient tenures of land, and jocular 
The third edition was printed at Lon- cuftoms of fome. //;.) 

don 1680. Zi. Bofcobel, Sec. the fecond part. 

5. The Catholick almanack for London 168 1, in 8 vo. To which is 
1661, 62, 63, &c. But this not added, Clauftrum regale referatum, 
felling fo well as John Booker's al- or the king's concealment at Trent, 
manack, he wrote in ^omerfetfliire, publifhed by Mrs* 

6. Booker refuted, or animadver- Anne Windham of Trent* 
fions on Booker's Telefcppiura Ura- 
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*63 BLOUNT. 

BLOUNT, (Sir Henry) an Englifli writer, born De* 
ccmber 15, 1602, at his father's feat at Tittenhanger in 
Hertfordfhire. - He was educated at the free-fchool of St. 
Alban's, from whence he was removed to Trinity college, 
Wood's A- Oxford, 161 6, and enter'd a gentleman commoner; being 
then.Oxon. not then quite fourteen years of age. He w& a youth of a 
chearful difpofition |and had a ftrong taftefor claffical learning. 
He had fuch a fprightly wit, foeafy an addrefs,and was fo enter- 
taining in converfation that he became univerfally beloved, 
and was efteemed as promifing a genius as any in the unver-v 
fity. In 16 i 8 he took his degree of bachelor of arts, and 
foon after left Oxford. Thence he went to Gray's Inn, 
where for fome time he applied himfelf to the ftudy of the 

feeLmU ' aw > an( * * n lhe *P rin S °f the ! ^34> ^ ct out on h* s travels, 
P| 23. ' After having vifited France, Spain, Italy, he went to 

Venice, where he contracted an acquaintance with a janizary, 
whom he rcfolved to accompany "to the Turkifh dominions- 
He accordingly embarked, on the 7th of May 1634, onboard 
a Venetian galley, for Spalatro, and thence continued his 
journey by land to Conftantinople. ,His ftay at Conftanti- 
****' ** nople was fliort, for he went from thence to Grand Cairo ; 
and after having been abroad two years, he returned to Eng- 
land, where, in 1636, he printed an account of his travels. 
This work went through feveral editions. The title of the 
8th runs thus, " A voyage into the Levant, being a brief 
cc relation of a journey performed from England by the way 
<f of Venice, ; into Dalmatia, Sclayonia, Bofnia, Hungary, 
€C Macedonia, Theflaly, Thrace, Rhodes, and Egypt, into 
*' -Grand Cairo, with particular obfervations concerning the 
€c modern condition of the Turks and other people under 
" that empire" In this account the author tells us that 
when be was at Conftantinople he lived in a family which had 
redded there five and twenty years, and which informed 
him of many things, particularly as to the number 
of Mefchedtoes, that is, chapels and churches, what 
feems to be incredible, that they were five and thirty thou- 
fand, the noted ftreets four and twenty thoufand, and that 
fome of thefe he found two miles in length, that every one 
of them is locked up in the night, with a door at each end, 
and guarded by a mufqueteer, whereby robberies and other 
diforders are prevented. The Turks are generally great be- 
lievers in predeftination, whereof he relates two remarkable 
inftances : One was at Rhodes, cc Where juft as we enter'd 
'* the port (fays he) a French lacquey of our company died 
w with a great plague fore. The Turks in the lhip were fo 

« far 
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" far from fear at his death, that within half an hour after 
" his removal they flept on his blanket, which when I ad* 
" vifed them not to do, they pointed upon their foreheads, 
" telling me it was written there at their birth when ihcy 
" fliould die," The other was in his journey to Adrunople, 
in Thrace. " The janizary, myfelf, and one more (conti- 
<c nues he) being in a coach, we pafled by a foldier, who 
" lying along, with his horfe by, could hardly fpeak fo much 
<c as to intreat us to take him into our coach : The janjzary 
" made our companion ride his horfe, taking the man in, 
" whofe breaft being open and full of "plague tokens, I 
<c would not have had him received, but he in like manner 
" pointing to his own forehead and mine, told me we could 
" not take hurt unlefs it were written there, and that then 
" we could not avoid it." 

In 1638, his father died, and left him the feat of Blount's 
hall, in StafFordfhire, with a conderable fortune. On the 
twenty firft of March, in the fucceeding year, the king con- 
ferred on him the honour of knighthood ; and upon the 
breaking out of the civil war, he attended his.majefty to feve- 
ral places, was prefent at the battle of Edgehill ; and at this 
juncture he is fuppofed to have had the care of the young 
princes.* He afterwards quitted his majefty's fervice, and 
returned to London, where he was called to an account for 
adhering to the king, but he fully excufed himfelf, al- 
lcdging his duty on account of his poft. In 1651, he was^ 00 ^ A * 
named by the parliament in a committee of twenty perfons,' en ' * on# 
for infpecting the practice of the law, and remedying its 
abufes, and about this time he fhowed himfelf very active 
againft the payment of tythes, being defirous to have re- 
duced the income of parifh minifters to one hundred pounds 
a year. He alfo fat with Dr. Richard Zouch, Dr. William 
Clarke, Dr, William Turner, civilians, and feveral 
Other eminent perfons in the court of king's (then called the 
m upper) bench, in Weftminfter hall, on the fifth of July 1654, 
by virtue of a commiffion from Oliver Cromwell, for trying 
- Don Pantalion Saa, brother to the Portugueze embaflagjor, 
for murder. November 1, 1655, he was appointed one of 
the twenty-one commiffioners to confider of the trade and 
navigation of the commonwealth. 

But notwithstanding he complied with the forms of govern- 
ment fet up between 165Q and 1660 j yet ftill.he feems to 
have been efteemed a friend to the royal family, for he was 
received into favour and confidence on the king's reftoration, 
and appointed high iheriff of the county of Hertford, 
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chaunce '* ' n *66i. From this time he lived as a private gcntfemarr, 
Hertford- fatisfied with the honours he had acquired, and the eftate he 
& *e,p.i02. poflefled, and after having paffed upwards of twenty years in 
this manner, died on the ninth of Odlober, r68*2, and was 
interred in the family vault at Ridge, in Hertfordshire. As 
to the charadter of Sir Henry Blount, Mr. Wood tells us-, 
he was efteemed by thofe that knew him, a gentleman of 2 
very clear judgment, great experience and much contem- 
plation (though not of much reading,) andof great forefight 
into government. He was alfo a perfon of admirable con- 
versation, and in his younger years was a great banterer, 
which in his elder he difufed. 

BLOUNT, (Sir Thomas Pope) an eminent Englifh 
writer, fon of the preceding Sir Henry Blount, born at Upper 
Hollo way, in the county of Middlefex, Sept. 12, i&49* King 
Charles II. conferred upon him the degree of a baronet, by a 
patent, dated Jan. 27, 1679, in the thirtieth year of his ma- 
Bi jefty's reign, and in the lifetime of Sir Henry Blount his' 

of England, father. He was ele&ed burgefs for St. Alban's, in Hertford- 
voi. 3. p. fhire, in the parliaments for the thirtieth and thirty-firft- year 
*7*« of king Charles II. and was knight of the fliire in three par- 

liaments after the revolution, having alfa the honour to be 
appointed commiflioner of accounts for the three laft years 
of his life, by the houfe of commons. He always diffin- 
guiftied himfelf as a lover of liberty. He was a man 
of great learning, being well verfed in the beft writersNn air 
ages and in all lciences. This he gave a proof of in his fa- 
mous work, " Cenfura celebriorum authorum," &c (a). His 
capacity for writing on a variety of important and entertain* 
ing fubjefts appears from his effays (b). His extenfive know- 
ledge 

(a) *The entire title of this runs * c mas Pope Blount, Anglo Britan- 

thus in the original edition, printed " nus baronettus. 
at London, in 1690, folio. " Cen- (b) His efiays are in number feven* 

*' fura celebriorum authorum, five on the following fubjeds. 
*' traftatus in quo variavirorum doc- I. Thatintereft governs the world, 

" toriim de clariflimis cujufque, fe- and that popery is nothing but prieft- 

€< i cuii fcriptoribus judicia traduntur. craft, or an invention of the prieftSv 

" Undefacillimo ncgotio ledfcor dig- to get money. 

" nofcere queat, quid in fingulia 2. The great mifchief and preju- 

* ( ' quibufque iftorum authorum maxi • dice of learning, and that a wife man 

"* me memorabile fit, &^ quoniam in ought to be preferred before a mart 

". pretio apud ei uditos femper babiti of learning. 

*' fuel int. Omnia in ttudioforum 3. Of education andcuftomj tb» 

** gratiam collegia & in ordinem di- great influence it hath upon moil 

,f gefiit fecundum feriem temporis men ; but that a good education is. 

Mi -<juoipfi authores Coruerunt, Tho-* not ahvay* e&eftual* 
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fedgt is farther difplayed in another learned piece of his, on 
natural hiftory (c). He wrote alfo a work on poetry, De x6 
poetics, or Remarks upon poetry * with characters and con- 
jures of the moft confiderable poets, whether ancient or 
modern, extracted out of the bcft and choiceft critics. It is 
dedicated to John earl of Mulgrave. After having acquired 
great honour in his feveral publick characters with efteem and 
friendfliip in private life, he quietly ended his days at Tit- 
tenhanger, June 30, 1697, * n tne forty-eighth year of his 
age, and was buried the eighth of July following, in the 
vault of his family, at Ridge, in Hertfordfhire. 

4. Of the ancients, and the re- 7. The variety of opinions, whence 
fpecr. that is due unto them j that we it proceeds ; the uncertainty of hu- 
Jhould not too much enflave ourfelve* man knowledge. 

to their opinions. 

5. Whether the men of this pre- (c) The title of the book run* 
font age are any way inferior to thofe thus, " A natural hiftory, containing 
of former ages, either in refpe& of " many, not common obfervations, 
virtue, learning, or long life. " extracted out of the beft modern 

6. Of paffion, and whether the " writers.** 
pafltons are an advantage or disad- 
vantage to men. 

BLOONT, (Charles) younger fon of Sir Henry Blount, 
and brother to Sir Thomas Pope Blount before mentioned,! 
an eminent writer alfo, born at his grandfather's feat at Up- 
per Holloway, in the county of Middlefex, April 27, 1654. 
He had an excellent capacity, which was properly cultivated 
by his father, who took upon himfelf the direction of his 
midies, fo that under fuch an inftrudor, Charles quickly ac- 
quired an extraordinary .(kill in the arts and fciences. In 
1679, he publifhed his Anima Mundi, which gave great of- Mr.Blount't 
fence to fome people, and complaint was made thereof to Dr. lift prefi«d 
Compton, then lord bifliop of London (a), bdr. Blount toor * 
was a ftrenuous advocate for liberty, and this he gave tefti- 
inony of in a pamphlet on the popiih plot, and the fear of 
a popifh fucceflbr. This treatife is fubfenbed Junius 

(a) The title of this work at large in contained is to be met with in the 

is, '* Anima mundi 5 or, an hiftori- works of a learned divine, who con- 

cai narration of the opinions of the fider'd it only ocCafionally, and in 

ancients ctmceYriing man's foul af- conjunction with abundance of pieces 

ter this life, according to unen- df the fame kind. See Nichols's 

fightened nature.* ' Several anfwers conference with a Thsift, vol. 2, 

were written to it, but the moft for part 5. 
Hd refutation of ttie principles there* 
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Brutus (b). In 1680, he printed his work which reixferM 
him moft known to the world, The lifs of Appollonius 
Tyaneus, which was foon after fupprefled, it being an at- 
tack againft revealed religion (c). The fame year he pub- 
lifhed his Diana of the Epbefians, which gave alfo great 
offence, for under colour of expofing fuperftition, he has 

Wood's A-^ ruc ^ at rev elation (d). In 1684, he publifhed a kind of 

then. Oxon. introduction to polite literature. 

vol. z. col. Mr. Blount was a warm friend to the revolution ; be gave 

7I3§ a ftrongteftimony of his attachment to his principles, and his 

love of freedom, in a treatife he wrote in defence of the li- 
berty of the prefs ; wherein he (hews, that all reftraints there- 
on, can have no other tendency than to eftablifli fuperftition 
and'tyranny, by abafing the fpirits of mankind, and injuring 
the human underftanding. The warmth of Mr. Blount's 
temper, his affe&ion for king William, and his ftrong defire 
to fee things fettled according to his willies, led him to write 

(b) The title of the pamphlet at lofe, would have ventured to men- 
large runs thus : u An appeal from tion ; I fay, taking in all thefe con- 
the country to the city for the pre- (iderafions, one may fafely affirm 
fervation of his majefty's perfon, that very few, if any one pamphlet 
y liberty, property, and the proteftant in our language, is better wrote in 
religion." It opens with a panegy- every refpecl than this, more efpe- 
ric upon the city of London j in or-« ci ally as it is (hort, compreheniive, 
der to (hew, that upon their conduit and equally calculated for the ufe of 
the fafety of the whole nation de- the learned, and of common readers, 
psnded: that the eyes of the whole (c) The title of it ran thus, " The 
people of England were upon them, two firft books of Fhiloftratus, con- 
and therefore it became them to juf- cerning the life of Appollonius Ty- 
tify by their behaviour the indul- aneus, written originally in Greek, 
gence mewn them by providence in with philological notes upon each 
railing them to fo great a height, and chapter." This book, which is a 
the confidence repofed in them by thin folio, was publifhed in 1680 
their fellow fubjects, who unanimout- and it was chiefly the notes that gave 
]y considered them as the champions offence, fa id to have been taken from 
of their liberty, by whofe conduct the manufcript writings of the fa- 
and courage they muft be preferved, -mous lord Herbert, of Cherbury. 
or by whofe timidity and ill-timed" Bayle in the article Appollonius. 
caution they muft fall. Take this (o),The title of this treatife at 
altogether in point of method and large runs thus, <c Great is Diana of 
matter, fays the author of the Bio r the Ephefians, or the original of ido- 
graphia Britannica, confidering the latry, together with the political in- 
fcheme upon which the author writ, ftitution of the Gentiles* facrifices." 
the circumftances under which he The folio wing motto is prefixed* 
wrote, and the dexterity with which 

he introduced topics, that at this time Cum fcis ipfe, nocens, moritur cur 

one would have thought no man who Y'&Jnu pro te ? 

had any regard to his own fafety, Stfultitia eft morte alterius fperare 

and had fo con lick r able a property to frlutem. 
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a pamphlet, in which he afferted king William and queen 
Mary to be conquerors. This piece gave fuch offence, that 
it was condemned to be burnt, by both houfes of parlia- 
ment (e). After the death of his wife, Mr. Blount became*^^ 
enamoured of her fifter, a lady of great beauty, wit, andEngland, 
virtue, who is faid not to have been infenfible on her fide, vo1 ' *• P i 
but fcrupulous only as to marrying him after her fifter. He 57# 
wrote a letter on this fubjedr, wherein he ftates the cafe as of 
a third perfon, and treats it with great learning and addrefs* 
It is alfo faid that he applied to the archbifliop of Can- 
terbury, and other divihes, who having decided againft bis 
opinion, and the lady thereupon growing inflexible, it threw 
him into a fit of defpair, which ended in a frenzy, fo that he 
ftot himfelf: The wound, however, did not prove imme Wood's a- 
diately mortal, he lived after it fome days, and died in the thcn - Oxon * 
month of Auguft, 1693, and was interred with his family,!^ 1 * 1 '* 01 * 
in the church of Ridge, in Hertfordfhire. After his deceafe, 
many of his private letters were publiflied, in a work called, 
The oracles of reafon, by Mr. Gildon. Thefe oracles of 
reafon were afterwards printed with feveral of our author's 
pieces, under the title of The mifcellaneous works of Charles 
Blount, Efq. 

(e) The title of tkit at Urge runs with that declaration of parliament, 

thus, " King William and Queen king James abdicated the govern- 

Mary conquerors; or, A difcourfe ment, &c. Written with an efpe- 

endeavouring j to prove, that their cial regard to fuch as have hitherto 

majefties have on their fide, againft refuted the oath, and yet allow of 

the late king, the principal reafons the title of conqueft when confequent 

that make conqueft a good title : to a juft war. 
ihewing alfo how this is confident 

BOCCACE, (John) a polite and learned writer, born 
atCertaldo, in Tulcany, in the year 131.3. His father de- 
- ligjied him for trade, and placed him with a merchant of 
Florence, who took him to Paris. Boccace lived with him 
fbf years, and was much in his favour; but being at 
length tired of this bufmefs, and having declared his averfion to 
it, he was fent to ftudy the canon law. He difliked this 
alfo, his great paffion being for poetry; nor could his father's 
commands, or'the exhortations of his friends, induce him to 
fupprefs his natural inclination. However he could not 
wholly difengage himfelf from the law, till after his father's 
death ; but as foon as this happened, he utterly renounced 
his former occupations, and gave himfelf wholly up to poetry. 
He put himfelf under the inftruftion of Petrarch ; and fought 
everywhere for the moft eminent matters; but not having 

P3 ' w 
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an income fufficicntforhis cxpences, he was reduced to (ucb 
cixcuraftances, as to ftand in need of the bounty of others; 
he was particularly obliged to Petrarch, wi?o furnifhed hint 
with money as well as books, and ai&fted him in many othejr 
refpe^s. Boccace, was a great admirer of the Greek ian T 
guage : he found means* to get Homer tranflated into Latia 
for his own ufe ; and procured a profefibr's chair at Florence, 
for Leontius Pylatus, in order to explain this poet. The 
jepublkjc of Florence honoured Boccace with the freedom 
* of that city, and employed him in publick affairs, particular- 
ly to negotiate the return of Petrarch ; but this poet not only 
c efufed to return to Florence, but perfuaded Boccace alfo to 
retire from thence, on account of the factions which pre*- 
vailed in that republick. Having quitted Florence, he went 
to federal places in Italy, and flopped at laft at the court of 
Naples, where king Robert gave him a very kind reception. 
He conceived a violent affection for the natural daughter of 
that prince, which made him remain a confiderable time at 
Naples. He alfo made a long ftay in Sicily, where he was 
in high favour with queen Joan. When the trouble* 
had fomewhat abated at Florence* he returned thither, but 
foon retired from thence to Certaldo, where he fpent his tltnp 
in ftudy. His intenfe application brought on him a ficknefs 
jn th? fiomach, which cut him off in the year 1 3 75. He was 
buried at Certaldo, in the church of St. James and St. Philip. 
He left feveral works, fome in Latin, and fome in Italian (a); 
Of all his compofitions his Decameron is the matt famous; 
it was received, fays M. Bullart, with applaufe, by all Italy, it 
like wife was fo favourably entertained by foreign nations, that 
every one would have it in their own tongue ; and it was 

(a) 1. An abridgment of the Roman 4. Of the fortunes of Uhiftrious 

Jiiftory, from Romulus to the year men. This work begins at Adam, 

of Rome 7 "4; with a parallel of and ends at John king of France, 

fhe feven kings of Rome, and of the taken prifoner by the Engltfh in 1 35 J. 

emperors to Nero inclusively. This It was printed at Paris, in folio, by 

•work was printed at Cologn in 1 534, John Thievri of Beauvais. 
in octavo. 

2. The hiftory of illuftrious wo- He wrote the following piefcft 
men, printed at Bern in 1539, in in the Italian language. 

folio. 

3. The genealogy of the Gods,, 1. H Philocalo, 
with a treatife of mountains, feat, x. La Fiammeita. 
rivers, lakes, &c. This work was 3. I/Aineto. 

primed at Bafil in 1532, .in fo- 4. II labirinto d'Amsic, 
lio, with the notes of James My- 5. La Vita di pante, 
cillus. 6. II Decameron. 

fought 
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fought alter To much the more eagerly, as pains were taken 
tofupprefs it 9 his (lories being too licentious and fatyrical on 
the monks. Boccace published them in 1348, at a time 
when the city of Florence was made defolate, and aimoft a 
defart by a cruel plague* It may be reckoned among the fined 
of his writings,, compofed for entertainment. Petrarch 
found fo many charms in this com poll t ion, that he was 
at the pains to tranflate it into Latin, for his own fatif<- 
fa&ion* 

* 

BOCCALINI, (Trajan) a fatyrical wit, born at Rome, 
about the beginning of the 17 th century. The method he 
took to indulge his turn for fatyr was by feigning that Apollo 
holding his courts on Parnafius, heard the complaints 
of the whole world, and gave judgment as the cafe re- 
quired. He was received into the academies of Italy, where 
he gained great applaufe by his political difcourfes, and his 
elegant criticifms. The cardinals Borghefe and Caje- 
tan having declared themfelves hisj patrons, he pub- 
lifhed his " Ragguagli di Parnaffo," and " Secretaria 
di Apollo," a continuation thereof. Thefe works of his were 
fo well received by the publick, that the fuccefs thereof 
encouraged him to proceed farther, in his fatyrical reflexions* 

He accordingly printed his Pietra di Paragone, where* 
in he attacks the court of. Spain, fetting forthj their 
deiigns againft the liberty of Italy, and inveighing par* 
tcularly againft them for the tyranny they exercifed in the 
kingdom of Naples. The Spaniards complained of him in 
form, and were determined at any rate to be revenged. 
Boccalini was frightened and retired to Venice. Some time 
after he was murthered in a furprizing manner. He lodged 
with one of his friends, who having got up early one morn- 
ing left Boccalini a- bed; a minute after four armed men en- 
tered his chamber, and gave him fo many blows with bags 
full of fand that they left him for dead j fo that his friend re- 
turning fome time after, found him in fo miferable a condi- 
tion, that he could not utter one word. Great fearch was 
made at Venice for the authors of this murder, and though 
they were never difcovered, yet it was universally believed 
that they were fet to work by the court of Spain. Moreri 
tells us, that Boccalini was com poling difcourfes on Tacitus 
when he was aflaflinated ; but Mr. 'Bayle affirms, that they 
were not only finished at that time, but had gone through 
two editions at Geneva. 

P4 Boa J 
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BOCCONI, (Svlvio) a celebrated natural hifiorian, borrt 
at Palermo, in Sicily, the 24th of April, 1633. After he 
bad gone through the uiual courfe of ftudies, he applied him- 
fclf chiefly to natural hiftory, in which he made a moft fur- 
prizing progreis. He was afterwards ordained prieft, and 
entered into the ciftercian order, at which time he changed 
his chriftian name Paul into that of Silvio. This new way 
of life did not in the lead divert him from his favourite ftudy, 
for he purfued it with greater vigour than ever, and travelled 
not only over Sicily, but likewiie vifited the ifle of Malta, 
Italy, and the Low Countries, England, France, Germany, 
Poland, and feveral other nations, in 1696, he was admit- 
ted a member of the academy of the virtuofi in Germany. 
He was at Padua feme time, where he ftudied under James 
Pighi, firft profeffor of anatomy there: upon his return to 
Sicily he retired to a convent of his own order, near Palermo, 
where he died December the 2 2d, 1704* being feventy one 
years of age. He left many curious works (a). 

(a) They are as follow. 8. Mufeo di Fifica di efperanza va- 

1 Delia Pietra Belzuar Minerale tiato di oifenrazioni naturali, note 
Siciliana, lettera familiare. Printed media nale, e Raggipnamenti, fe- 
at Monteleone, in < 669, in 4to. condo i principii de moderni, con 

a. Novitiato alia fegretaria lettura una diflertatione deH'origine, e delta 

grata non meno a prinefpi, che a loro prima impreflione deile produzioni 

fegretarii, per moilrare con facilita Marine. 

€ brevita Tarts d'un accorto fegre- 9. Remarks upon feveral pointa 

tario i rimed at Genoa, in umo. of natural hiilory, extracted from 

3 Recherches & obfervations na- the Mufeo. di Fifica, printed in High 

turelles touchant le Corail, la pierre Dutch at Francfort, 1697, in fimo. 

etoilce, rembrafement du mount This piece contains twenty-four ob- 

£tna. Paris 16^2 in lamo. fervations extracted from the preced- 

4. Epirtola Botanica. Printed at ing work, 
Naples, in 1673, in 4*0. -_ 10. Mufeo di Pianterare della Si- 

5. Lertre etrite a FAuteur du cilia, Malta, Corfica, Italia, Pie- 
Journal des Savans touchant une monte, & Germania. Con figure 
gemme ou efpece de Baume, qui eft 133. Venice "697, in 4to. 
fouverain pour les Blefiures. This II. Obfervatio circa oonnullas 
is in ferted in the journal des Savans plants marinas imperfe&as, uti fu- 
of January 20, 1676. cas, Corallinas, Zeophyta, Fungos, 

6. Icones & Defcriptiones rario- & fimiles, earumque originem. 
rum Planrarum Siciliae, Melitae ; 12. De materia fimili Lithomargte 
Gallia?, & Italia, quarum unaquae- Agricola? aut Agarico Minerali Fer- 
que proprio characlere fignata ab rantis Imperii quae in cavitate quo- 
aliis tjufdemclafiis facile diftinguitur. rundam Saxorum aut filicum in dif- 
Cum praefatione, Roberr Morifonii. tri&u civitatis RhOtomagenfis A 
Oxford 1674, in 4 to. with cuts. Portus Gratia* inNormannia inveni* 

7. Oflervazioni naturali, ove fi tur. r \ his piece is inferted in thenrft 
contengono Materie Medico- fifiche, and fecond centuries of the journal 
€ di Botanica, produzioni naturali, abovementioned, and in Mangetus's 
Foffofori diverfi, Fuochi botteranei Bibliotheca J: crip tor am Medicorum. 
d'ltaUa, 8c altre curiofita, difpofte in ' Tom. i« 
trattatifamiliari. Bologna i684,in 8vo. 

BO- 
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BOCHART, (Samuel) a learned French proteftant, 
born at Roane, in Normandy, in the year 1 599. He made 
a very early progrefs in learning, particularly in the Greek, 
language, of which we have a proof in the verfes he compofed 
in praife of Thomas Dempfter, under whom he ftudied at 
Paris. He went through a courfe of philofophy at Sedan, 
and fludied divinity at Saumur under Camero, whom. he fol- 
lowed to London, the academy at Saumur being difperfed 
during the civil war. Bochart, however, made but a fhort 
flay in England, for about the end of the year 1621 he was 
at Leyden, where he applied himfelf to the ftudy of the Ara- 
bic under Erpenius. 

When Bochart returned to France he was chofen mini- 
fter of Caen, where he diftinguifhed himfelf by his publick 
difputations with father Veron, a very famous controverfift. 
The difpute was held in the caftle of Caen, in prefence of 
a great number of catholicks andproteftants. Bochart came off 
with great honour and reputation, which not a little encreafed 
in the year 1646, upon the publication of his " Phaleg" 
and " Canaan,'* which are the titles of the two parts of his 
Geographica Sacra. He acquired alfo great fame by his 
" Hicrozoicon," printed in London in 1675. This 
treats de animalibus facrae fcripturae. The great learning he dis- 
played in his works rendered him efteemed not only amongft 
tbofe of his own perfuafion, but amongft all lovers of know- 
ledge of whatever denomination. In 1652, the queen of 
Sweden invited him to Stockholm, where fhe gave him many- 
proofs of her regard and efteem. At his return into France, 
in 16539 he continued his ordinary exercifes, and was one 
of the ftiembers of the academy of Caen, which confifted of 
all the learned men of that place. He died fuddenly, when 
he was fpeaking in this academy, on May the 6th, 1667, 
which gave M. Brieux occafion to make the following epi* 
taph on him. 

Scilicet hsec cutque eft data fors aequiffima, talis 
Ut fit mors, qualis vita pera&a fuit. 
Mufarum in gremio qui vixit ab annis, 
Mufarum in gremio debuit ille mori 1 

Befides what we have mentioned, he wrote alfo a treatife 
on the terreftrial paradife, on the plants and precious ftones 
mentioned in fcripture, and fome other pieces, but he had 
not finifhed any of thefe before he died. He left alfo a great 

number 
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number of fermons. As many of his dtfertations as could 
be collected were published in the edition of his works, print* 
ed in Holland, in 1692. 

BOCHIUS, (John) born at Bruftls in 1555. He war 
a good Latin poet, and from thence was ftyled the Virgil or 
the Low Countries. He accompanied cardinal Radzivil 
to Rome, where he ftudied under Bellarmin. Bodiius after 
having viiked moil parts of Italy went through Poland, Li- 
Ironia, Ruffia and Mofcovy. In going from Smolenfko to 
Mofcow he fuffered much from the cold, and his feet were 
frozen to fuch a degree that fome thought he would be obliged 
to have them cutoff. One of the Czar's Airgeon's however 
undertook to cure him by other remedies ; and that theft 
proved effedhial might perhaps be owing to the following sw> 
cident. The quarter of the Livonians, where Bochtus rt- 
fided, having been attacked and plundered, he was obliged 
to fave himfelf by flight, fo that this hurry andexercife at this 
jundure is thought to have contributed greatly to the -c&6& 
of the remedies. Upon his return to the Low Countries 
the duke of Parma made him fecretary of Antwerp. He died 
on the 13th' of January, 1609, and the following epitaph 
was wrote upon him. 

Quis fitus hie ? Boehius, fatis eft: nam csetera dicent, 
Candor et integritas, ingeniumque viri (a). 

(a) He hit left the following 4* Vitt Davidie. 
pieces* 5* Orationes. 

i. De Belgii principatur 6. Poemata, &c. His poetical 

ft, Parodia Heroica pfalmorum pieces, confining of epigrams, ek- 

Davidicorum. gies, &c. were collected together and 

3* Obfervationes Phyfica?, Ithicae, printed at Cologne, in 1615. 
Politic** Be HMtorfce in PfaUnce . 

1 

BODIN, (John) a celebrated French lawyer of the 16th 
century, born at Angers. He ftudied the law at Touloufe, 
where he took his degrees, and afterwards read le&ures with 
great applaufe. He intended to fettle at Touloufe as law 
profeflor, and in order to ingratiate himfelf into favour with 
the Touloufians, he compofed his oration, " De inftituenda 
in republica juventute," which he addrefiedto the people and 
fenate of Touloufe, and recited it publickly tn the fchoofc. 
But he at length preferred the common to the civil law, and 
quitted the fchool pf Touloufe for the bar of Parrs. Net 

fucceed- 
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fccceeding However in this way he applied himfelf wholly to Bayk. 
compofing books, in which he h»d furprizing iuccefs. The Moreri. 
firft work he publUhed was hie Commentary on Oppian's 
books of hunting, and his Translation of them into Latin 
verfe. In 1566 he publi£hed his Method of hiftory, and 
in 1568 his Difcourfeon coins, &c. His Republick was 
primed in folio, in 1576, and afterwards feveral times in 8vo. 
The fame year appeared his account of the ftates of Blots. 
In 1578, he published his Law Tables, intided, Juris univerfi 
diftributio. The year following he wrote his Demonomante 
des Sorciers ; and a little before his death his " Theatre de 
)a nature univer/elle." He ordered by his will that his books 
-de imperio, et jurifdi&ione, et legis a&ionibus, et decretis, 
£t judiciis, ibouid be burnt, which was accordingly done. 
Beiides vph'at we have mentioned, he wrote alfo a book by 
way of , dialogue on religions, in titled, " Heptaplomeron five 
deahdijtis re mm fubiimiuri) arcanis $" this book however was 
never publiflied. 

7 he reputation of M. Bodin as a man of wit and learning, 
induced king Henry III. to defire to fee him ; and as he was 
3 man extremely agreeable in conversion, his majefty con- 
ceived a fondnefs for him and took delight in his company, 
fcut the royal favour was not of long continuance. However he 
fpund means to get into the good graces of the duke of Alencon, 
whpns be accompanied to England, where he had the plea- 
fure to find that his books of the Republick were read pub- 
Jickly in the univerfity of Cambridge, and that the English 
had trarjflated them into Latin from the French original, 
which induced him afterwards to tranflate them himfeif into 
L*tin. 

Upon the death of the duke of Alencon, Bodin re- 
tired to Laon, where he married. He had an office in 
the pracfidial of this city, and it was perhaps on ac- 
count of this ojE&ce, that he was deputed in 1576, by the 
third ftate of Vermandois to the ftates of Blois. He there 
fpoke with great fpirit for the rights of the people. In 
Charles the gth's time he was the king's follicitor with a 
eommifSon for the forefts of Normandy. He died of the 
plague at Laon, in 1596. 

BODLEY, (Sir Thomas) from whom the Bodleian li- 
brary at Oxford takes its name, the eldeft fon of Mr. John 
Bodley, born at Exeter the fecond of March 1544. He was 
about twelve years of age, when his father removed with Life of Sir 
his family to Geneva# * * My father (fays he) in the ThomasBod 

•*--'- ' „ t j ley, written 

_ ume by himfelii 
p. 1, s. 
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Heliqitijp cc time of queen Mary, being noted and known to be an 
^kjjkj™*' 44 enemy to popery, was fo cruelly threatened, and fo nar- 
j^Heame. ' rowly obferved by thofe that maliced his religion, that, for 
Load. 1703," the fafeguard of himfe]f and my mother, who was wholly 
>*** 44 affected as my father, he knew no way fo fecure, as to 

44 fly into Germany ; where after a while he found means 
* c to call over my mother, with all his children and family, 
44 whom he fettled for awhile at Wcfel, in Cleveland, (for 
€i there then were many Englifh, which had left their country 
44 for their conscience, and with quietnefs enjoyed their 
•' meetings and preachings) and from thence we removed to 
44 the town of Frankfort, where was in like fort another 
4< Englifh congregation. Howbeit we made no long tarriance 
4< in either of thofe two towns, for that my father had refolved 
41 to fix his abode in the city of Geneva, where (as far as I 
44 remember) the Englifh church confifted of fome hundred 
4i perfo.ns." The univerfity of Geneva being then newly 
creeled, young Mr. Bodley applied himfelftothe ftudy of 
the learned languages under the moil celebrated profeflbrs. 
He frequented the public leftures of Chevalerius in the 
Hebrew tongue, Beroaldus in the Greek, and Calvin and 
IM # Beza in divinity. Upon the acceflion of queen Elizabeth in 
1558, he returned to England with his rather, who fettled 
in London ; and foon after was fent to Magdalen college, 10 
Oxford. In 1563 he took the degree of bachelor of arts, 
and the year following was admitted fellow of Merton col- 
lege. In 1565 he undertook the reading of a Greek le&ure 
in the hall of that college. In 1566, he took his degree of 
mafter of arts, and the fame year read % natural philofopby 
in the publick fchools. In 1569, he was elected one of the 
proflors of the univerfity ; and, for a confiderable time, fup- 
pliedthe place of univerfity orator. In 1576, Mr. Bodley went 
^^ P« 4- abroad and fpent four years in France, Germany, and Italy. 
Upon his return he applied himfelf to the ftudy of hiftory and 
politicks. In 1583, he was made gentleman ufher to queen 
Elizabeth. About two years afterwards, he was employed 
in feveral embaffies, to Frederick king of Denmark, Julius 
duke of Brunfwick, William landgrave of Hefle, and other 
German princes, to engage them in the afliftance of the 
king of Navarre, afterwards Henry IV. of France; and, 
having difcharged that commiflion, he was fent to king Henry 
III. at the time when this prince was forced by the duke of 
Guife to quit Paris. In 1588, he was fent to the Hague, 
where, according to an agreement between the queen and the 
States, he was admitted one of the council of ftate, and took 

his 
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his place next to count Maurice. In this ftation he behaved ibid. p. ifr- 

entirely to the fatisfadion of his royal miftrefs. After about 

five years refidence in Holland, he obtained leave to return 

into England, to fettle his private affairs j but was fhortly 

after remanded back to the Hague. At length having finifh- 

ed all his negotiations, he had his final revocation in 1597. 

After his return, finding his advancement at court obftruded 

by the jealoufies and intrigues of the great men, he retired 

from the court and all publick bufinefs, and never after would 

accept of any new employment. The fame year be fet about 

the noble work of reftoring the publick library at Oxford. 

Having, in the account of his life, given us the motives of 
his retiring from court, and chufing a "private life, he goes 
on thus. " Only this I muft truly confeft of myfelf, that Ibid *P* 1 ** 
though I did never yet repent me of thofe, and fome other, 
my often refufals of honourable offers, in refpeft of enriching 
my private eftate, yet fomewhat more of late I have blamed 
myfelf and my nicety that way, for the love that I bear to 
my reverend mother the univerilty of Oxon, and to the ad- 
vancement of her good, by fuch kind of means, as I have 
fince undertaken. For thus I fell to difcourfe and debate in 
my mind ; that although I might find it fitted for me to keep 
out of the throng of court contentions, and addrefs my thoughts 
and deeds to fuch ends altogether, as I myfelf could beft 
affe&; yet withal I was to think, that my duty towards 
God, the expedition of the world, and my natural inclina- 
tion, and very morality did require, that I (hould not wholly 
to hide thofe little abilities that I had, but that in fome mea- 
fure, and in one kind or other, I {hould do the true part of a 
profitable member of the ftate: Whereupon examining ex- 
actly for the reft of my life what courfe 1 might take, and 
having fought (as I thought) all the ways to the wood, to 
felectthe moft proper, I concluded at the laft to fet up my 
ftaff at the library door in Oxon, being thoroughly perfuaded, 
that in my folitude and furceafe from the commonwealth af- 
fairs, I could not bufy myfelf to better purpofe, than by re- 
ducing that place (which then in every part lay ruined and 
wafte) to the publick ufe of ftiidents. For the effecting 
whereof I found myfelf furnifhed, in a competent proportion, 
of fuch four kinds of aids, as, unlefs I had them all, there 
was no hope of good fuccefs. For without fome kind of 
knowledge, as well in the learned and modern tongues, as in 
fundry other forts of fcholaftical literature ; without fome 
purfe ability to go thro' with the charge ; without great 
ftore of honourable friends, to further the defign ; and with- 
out 
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out fpecia} good Teifure to follow fuch a work, it could but 
have proved a vain attempt and kuconfiderate." Mr. Cam* 
den fays, this undertaking was a talk fuited to the dignity 
of a crowned head. 

Mr. Bodley wrote a letter dated London Jan; 23,. to Dr. 
Ravis, dean of Chrift Churchy then vice chancellor,. t6 bo 
communicated to the univeriky ; offering therein, to reftorc 
the fabric of the library, and to fettle an annua* income fa* 
the purchafe of books, and the fopport of fuch officers a* 
might be neceflary to take care of it. This letter Was re- 
ceived with the greateft fatisfa&ion by the univerfiry, and ait 
, anfwer returned, teftifying their moft grateful acknowledgment 
eTtntiq. u- ^ acceptance of his noble offer. Whereupon Mr. Bodley 
i*v. Oxoo. immediately fet about the work, and in two years time brought 
Lft.p.43. it to a good degree of perfection. He furnifhed iti with a 
large collection of books, purcftafed in foreign countries al 
a great expence, and this collection in a fhort time becafcne 
fo greatly enlarged by the generous benefactions of feveral 
noblemen, bifliops, and others, that neither the (helves nor 
the room could contain them. Whereupon Mr. Bodley of- 
fering to make a confiderable addition to the building, the 
motion was readily embraced, and, upon July the 19th, 16 10, 
the fir ft ftone of the new foundation was laid with great 
folemnity, the vice chancellor, doclors, matters of arts, &c. 
attending in their proper habits, and a fpeech being made 
upon the occafion. But Sir Thomas Bodley did not live to 
fee this part of his deiign com plea ted, though he left fuffi- 
cient to do it with fome friends in truft ; for, as appears by 
the copy of his will,, hb bellowed his whole eftate, (his debts, 
legacies, and funeral charges defrayed) to the noble purpofes 
of this foundation* By this means and the help of other 
benefactions, in procuring which Sir Thomas was very fer- 
viceable by his great intereft with many eminent perfons, the 
univerflty was enabled to add three other fides to what was 
already built;, whereby was formed a noble quadrangle, and 
fpacious rooms for fchools of arts. By Sir Thomas s will 
two hundred pounds per annum was fettled on the library for 
ever ; out of which he appointed near forty pounds' to the 
head librarian, ten pounds for the fub-librarian, and eight 
for the junior. Ho drew up likewife a body df excellent 
!tatute»for the government of the library (a). lb this li- 
brary 
• 

(a) The original copy of the BodJeian library . They provide; 

them, written by his own hwd, i. That the keeper or librarian, (hall 

, it prefcrVed' in the archives of be a graduate, without cure of fouls, 

l an4 
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brary is a ftatnte Erected to the memory of Sir Thomas Bod- 
ley, by the earl of Dorfet, chancellor of the uniyerfity, with 
the following infeription. Thomas Sackviljlus Dok- 
jitti m Comes, Summus Angiijb Thesaurakius, et 
bujus Academic Cancellarius Thomjb Bodleio 

Eo*UTI AUR.ATO, QuiBlBLXOTHECAM HANC INSTITVITT 

Hohoris causa pie posuit. The Bodleian library is 
juftty efteemed one of the nobleft libraries in the world* 
King James the firft, we are told, when he came to Oxford, 
intheyear 1605, and, among other edifices, took a view of 
this famous library, at his departure, in imitation of Alex- 
ander, broke out into this fpeech : If I were not a kins, I 
would be an univerfity man; and if it were fo that I muft be 
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aad unmarried ; and that both the 
ele&ors and. eleded, mall take an 
oath, prefcribed in the ftatutes, the 
eiedion to be made after the fame 
manner as in the choice of pro&ors. 
a. The librarian's office is to keep 
the great regtfter book, in which are 
enrolled the names and gifts of all 
benefactors to the library; to pre- 
serve the difpofition of the whole, 
and to range all books that flkall be 
given under their proper claries j 
and to attend in the library from 
eight to eleven in the morning,, and 
from two to four or five in the af- 
ternoon, fuch days and times only 
excepted as are fpecified in the la- 
ttices. 3. To prevent accidents 
from fire, neither the keeper nor any 
perCon frequenting the library, to be 
allowed candle, or any other kind 
of light. 4, The keeper to deliver 
the books into the hand of perfons, 
defiling them to be ufed in light,, and 
reftbred before fuch perfons depart 5 
and no book, "upon any pretence 
whatever, to be lent out of the li- 
brary. 5. In cafe of ficknefs or other 
neceflary avocation, the keeper may 
be allowed a deputy, who muft be a 
graduate, and take the fame oath as 
the keeper did at his admUlion. He 
is allowed likewife an afliftant in bis 
office, and an inferior attendant 
(ufually foroe poor fcholar) to keep 
the library clean. 6. The revenue 
fettled for the maintenance of the 
library, Sec. to be lodged in the uni- 
verfity chert, and managed by the 


vice chancellor and prodors for the 
time being, '7. None to enjoy the 
freedom of ftudy there, but only 
doObrs and licentiates of the three 
faculties, bachelors of divinity, ma- 
ilers of arts, bachelors of phyfick and 
law, and bachelors of arts of two 
years ftanding j alfo lords, and the 
fons of members of parliament, and 
thofe who Become benefactors to the 
library 5 and all fuch before admif- 
fion to fuch privilege, to take an 
oath prefcribed in the ftatutes. $• 
Any graduate or other perfon who 
mail be convicted of difmembering 
or purloining, or altering any word 
or paflageof any book or books, to 
be publickly degraded, and expelled 
the univerfity. 9. Eight overfeers 
or vifltors of the library are appoint- 
ed,, viz. thejvice chancellor and proc- 
tors, the three profeflbrs of divinity, 
law, and phyfick, and the two re- 
gius profeflbrs of Hebrew and Greek, 
who are to injpe& the ftate both of 
the building and the books, the be- 
haviour of the keeper, Stc, annually 
on the 8 th of November 5 and oa 
the vifitation. day, forty millings is 
allowed to be expended' on a dinner 
orfupper for the vifitors, and gloves 
to be prefented them by a beadle, vis* 
feven pair of ten millings the pair, 
to the five profeflbrs and two proc- 
tors, and one pair of twenty millings 
price, to the vice chancellor, befldet 
forty (hillings in money to each of 
the pro&ors, and twenty nobles to 
the vice chancellor. 
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a prifoncr, if I might have my wifb, I would have no other 
prifon than that library, and be chained together with fomanr 

¥™%Z good authors. 

aicus. King James, upon his acce/Eon to the throne, had con- 

ferred the honour of knighthood on Mr. Bodley. He died 
the 28 th of January, 1612, and was buried with great fo- 
lemnity at the upper end of Merton college choir ; over him 
is erected a monument of black and white marble, on which 
is placed his effigies, in a fcholar's gown, furrounded with 
books ; and at the four corners ftand grammar, rhetoric, 
mufic, and arithmetic. On each hand of his effigies ftands 
an angel, that on the left holds out to him a crown, and that 
on the right a book open, in which are thefe words j Non 
delebo nomen ejus de libro vitae ; I will not blot his name 
out of the book of life. Underneath is the figure of a 
Woman, fitting before the flairs of the old library, holding 
in one hand a key, and in the other a book, wherein the 
greateft part of the alphabet appears ; and behind are feen 
three fmall books fhut, infcribed with the names of Prifcia- 
nus, Diomedes, and Donatus. Beneath all are engraven 
thefe words : Memorise Thomae Bodley militis, publics bi- 
bliothecae fundatoris facrum, obiit Jan. 28, 1612. 

An annual fpeech in praife of Sir Thomas is ftill made at 
Oxford, on the 8th of November, at which time the vifita- 
tion of the library is made. 

So be writes BCEHMEN, (Jacob) the Teutonic philofopher, a noted 
aamc * vifionary of the feventeenth century, was born in a village of 
Germany, near Gorlitz, in the year 1575. His education 
Was fui table to the circumftances and views of his parents, 
who defigning him for a mechanic trade, took him from 
fchool as foon as he had learned to read and write, and put 
him apprentice to a fhoemaker ; he firft began to ufe that 
occupation as a mailer at Gorlitz, in 1594, and getting into 
fuch bufinefs as enabled him to fupport a family, he entered, 
after fome time, into matrimony, and had fever al children. 

In the mean time being framed by nature with a religious 
turn of mind, he was aconftant frequenter of fermons from 
his youth, and took all opportunities of reading books of di- 
vinity. Whereby not being able to fatisfy himfelf about the 
differences and coritroverfies in religion, he grew very uneafy, 
till happening one day to hear from the pulpit that fpeech of 
our Saviour, Tour heavenly Father will give the holy fpirit to 
them that ajk it ; he was prefently fo ftruck therewith, that 
from this moment he never ceafedafking, feeking, and knock- 
ing 
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Dfig that he might know the truth. Whereupon, as he tells . . 
Us himfelf, by the divine drawing and will he was in fpirit pam of ^ 
rapt into the holy Sabbath, where he remained feven writing 
whole days in the higheft joy, by his own confeflion : after 
which, coming to himfelf, he laid afide all the follies of youth, 
and was driven by divine zeal earneftly to reprehend impudent, 
fcandalous, and blafphemous fpeeches, and in all his a&ions 
forbore the leafi appearance of evil, continuing to earn a 
comfortable livelihood by diligent application to his trade 
till the beginning of the fixteenth century, when in the year 
i6cohe was a fecond time poffeffed with a divine light, and 
t)y the fight of a fudden objeS was brought to the inward 
ground or center of the hidden nature; yet fomewhat doubt- 
ing, he went out into an open field, and there beheld the 
miraculous works of the Creator in the fignatures, figures, or 
Ihapes of all created things very clearly and manifeftly laid 
open, whereupon he was taken with exceeding joy, yet held 
his peace* in fdence praifmg God. . 
But ten years after, in 1610, thro' the overshadowing oftheholy 
Fpirit, he was a third time touched by God, and renewed, and be- 
came fo enlightened, that left to great grace beftowed upon him 
ihould flip out of his memory, and he refill his God, he began to 
write privately for his own ufe (without the help of any books, 
except the holy fqripture) the truths, which had been thus re- 
vealed to him. In this fpirit he firft published his treatife, 
Intitled, Aurora, or the rifing of the fun, in 1612. This 
book was immediately carried to the magistrates of Gorlitz, Gregory* 
by George Richterus, dean of the minifters of that place, who Rkkter.Se* 
complained of its containing a great many of the errors of* 116 note8 »t 
Paracelfus and Wigeliusj for Bcehmen had amufed himfelf °* *** 
with chymiftry in his youth. The magiftrates fupprefled the 
piece as much as pofiible, and commanded the author to 
write no more, obfervingto him, that fuch employment was 
properly the bufinefs of the clergy, and did not belong to his 
profeffion and condition. 

Thus rebuked he remained filent for feven years, but finding 
that the director of the electoral laboratory had recommended 
him to a great many perfons of the court as a good chemift* 
he lifted up his head and boldly oppofed Richterus, and taking 
up his pen again was refolved to redeem the time he had loft j , 
kifomuch that in the remaining five years of his life he wrote 
above twenty books, the laft of which, intitled, A table 
of his principles, or a key of his writings, was published in 
1624 ; and he did not long furvive it. For betimes in 
the morning on the 18th of November, that year, he 
called one of his fons, and afl^edhim " if he alfo heard that ex- 

Vot.IL Q. cellent 
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cellent rrfufic," to which being anfwered in the negative, he or-^ 

dered the door to be fet open that the mufic might be the bet— 

ter heard. He afked afterwards, what a clock it was, and 

being told it had ftruck two, he faid * 4 It is not yet my time, my 

time is three hours hence." In the interim he was heard to fpeak 

thefe words > " O thou ftrong God of hofts deliver me according 

fixed toTis t0 thy will. O thou crucified Lord Jefus have mercy upon me, 

anfwer to the and receive me into thy kingdom." When it was near fix o'clock, 

40 queftions ne ^q]^ n j s j eave f hj s w jf e anf j f ons> an( j blefled them, and 

^ t e ou , ^1^ cc jvj ow j g Q jj ence j nto paradife ;" then bidding his fon tui%k 

him, he immediately expired his laft breath in a deep figh. - 
Micrelius's ^ great number of perfons have been inveigledjby the vifionb 
hitt. eeclef. of this fanatic ; among others the famous Quirinus Kahlman 
p. 1449. et ma y De reckoned the principal of his followers in Germany, , 
I c ( ?*' dlt# who fays, he had learned more being alone in his ftudy, from* 
Bcehmen, than he could have learned from all the wife men/' 
of that age together, and that we may not be in the dark as 
, to what fort of knowledge this was, he acquaints us, that 

amidft an infinite number of vifions it happened, that being 
fnatched out of his ftudy, he Yaw thoufands of thoufands of 
lights rifing round about him. But our author is better known 
among ourfelves where he has hundreds of admirers (a), and no 
In his trea- wonder, fince, as Dr. Henry Moore obferves, the fe& of the 
tifeaddreffed quakers have borrowed a great many of their doflrines from 
ken* 16 qua " our teutonic philofopher, of whom we (hall venture to fay, 
from a perufal of fome of his writings, that he poffeffed the 
Khuetman grand arcanum of myfterizing plain truths, by an in- 
inBohemo extricably ^enigmatical expreffion (b). 

xedivivo. c. BOER- 

12. & in - 

prsfariene, (a) Among the reft the famous Ijkf r. of the fuffering, death, and refurrcc- 

William Law, author of Chriftian Hon of Chrift ; the third, of the 

Perfe£Uon,&c. ftands characterized at tree of faith, ibid. 
""a principal cne. See preface to the 6. Of fix parts, ibid. 
Divine Legation of Mofes, &c. Edit, 7. Of the heavenly and earth!/ 

J7<;$». myfterium. ibid. * 

(b) As his books have been all 8. Of the laft times, to P. K. 

translated into Englifh, and are much ibid. 

enquired after, we Jhal) give a lift 9. De fignatura rerom, or the fig- 

of them as follows. nature of all things. 1 62 1. 

j. Aurora, or the rifing of the 10. Aconfolatory book of the four 

fun. 16 ii. complexions, ibid. 

%. Of the three principles, to- 11. An apology to Balthazar Til- 
gather with an appendix of the three- ken, An two parts, ibid. 
fold life of man. 1619. 12. A confederation upon Efaias 

3. Of the threefold life of man. Steefel's book. ibid. 

1620. *3« Of true repentance. i6a»« 

4. An anfwer to the forty quef- 14. Of true resignation, 
tions of the foul, propounded by Dr. 1,5. Of regeneration, ibid. 
Walter, etc. ibid. 16. Of predeftination and cfe&on 

5. Three books? the firft of the in- of God j at the end of which is* 
carnation of Jjefus Chrift 5 thefecond, trcatife, entitled, 
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I?. A fliort compendium of re- threefold world, to J. S. V.'S. and 

. }*ntance s 16*3. A. V. F. ibid. 

IS. Thc-ray fterium magnum upon The following are without 

Genefis. ibid. date. 

19. A table of the principles, or %6. Of the errors of the fefts of 

key of his writings, to C. F« and Ezekiel Meths, to A. P, A. oraaapo* 

J. H. logy to Efaias Steefel. 

ao. Of the fuperfenfual life, ibid, 17. Of the laft judgment. 

n. Of the two teftaments 6f aS. Certain letters to diverfe per- 

Chrift, viz. baptifm and the tapper -fons written at diverfe times, with 

•f the Lord, ibid. certain keys for fome hidden 

22. A dialogue between the en- words. 

lightned and uncnlightned foul. ibid. Be fides thefe our author left un- 

23. An apology upon the book of finished, 

true repentance, directed agatnft a 29. A little book of divine con* 

. pafquil of the principal minifterof temptation. , 

. Gorlitz, called Gregory Rickter. jb« 30. A book of one hundred and 

24. An epitome of the myfterium feventy-feven theofophick queftions, 
magnum, ibid* • 31. The holy weeks, or the 

25. A table of the divine mani- prayer book. ' 
feftatioD, or an exposition of tbe 

BOERHAAVE, (Herman) one of the moft celebrated 
phyficians that this, or perhaps any age has ever produced, 
profeiTor of phyfick in the univerfity of Leyden, born the 
31ft of December, 1668, at Voorhout, a fmall village 
in Holland, about two miles diftant from the Harlem gate 
of the city of Leyden. His father intended him for divinity, Ana< : count 
. and with this view he himfelf initiated him in grammar, ac- writfng^ 3 ^ 
cording to the method of Voffius, and proceeded with him w. Burton, 
from the colloquies of Erafmus to Terence, the Greek tefta- M,D « P ,a - 
ment, and univerfal hiftory. About the twelfth year of his- 
age Herman was affli&ed with a malignant ulcer in his left 
thigh, which feemed to baffle all the art of furgery, and oc- 
cafioned fuch exceflive pain, as greatly interrupted hisftudies 
for five years together ; but at length, after all the vain ef- 
forts of phyficians, he himfelf, by fomenting it with fait and 
wine, effeded a cure, and thereupon conceived his firft 
thoughts of ftudying phyfick. In 1682, he was fent to Ley- ^j"™ * 1 "^ 
den, and put under Mr. Wynfchotan, matter of the publick haavii, atThe 
fchool, and at the expiration of the year he got into the fixth «" d of Dr. 
and higheft clafs, from whence 'tis cuftomary after fix months B f f !° n ^!. ,fe 
to be removed to the univerfity. At thisjun&ure his father thor, fee 4. 
died, who left a wife and nine children, with but a (lender 
provifion, (of whom Herman, though but fixteen, was the 
eWeft). Upon his admiffion into the univerfity, he was par- 
ticularly taken notice of by a friend of his father's, Mr. 
Trigland, one of the profeflbrs of divinity, who procured 
him the patronage of Mr. Daniel van Alphcn, burgo mafter 
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of Leyden ; and by the advice of thefe gentlemen he attend- 
ed Sengueid's lectures on logic, the ufe of the globes, natural 
♦ philofophy, metaphyfics, and ethicks ; he likewife attended 
the learned Jacob Gronovius* on Greek and Latin authors, 
Rychius on Latin claffics, rhetoric, chronology, and geo- 
graphy, and Trigland and Scaafe on the Hebrew and Chaldee 
languages, in order to underftand the facred writings in their 
originals. In 1687, he applied to mathematicks, and found the 
ftudy fo entertaining that, after having gone through geometry 
and trigonometry, he proceeded to algebra, under Voider, 
IWd.p.St in the beginning of 1689. This year he gave a fpecimenof 
his erudition in an academic oration, proving, " That the 
tdodtrine of Epicurus concerning the chief good, was well 
understood by Cicero;" for this he received the golden 
medal which ufually accompanies a general applaufe merited 
\>y any fuch probationary exercife. 

In 1690, he took a degree in philofophy. In his thefis on 
this occafion, with great ftrength of argument, he confuted the 
fyftems of Epicurus, Hobbs, and Spinofa. After having laid 
v a folid foundation in all other parts of learning, he proceeded 
to the ftudy of divinity under the profeflbrs, 1 rigland, Span- 
heim and Mark ; the firft gave lecture* on Hebrew antiqui- 
ties j the fecond on ecclefiaftical hiftory, under whom Boer* 
haave held a publick theological deputation. 

Notwithftanding he was thus qualified for entering into 
holy orders, which according to his father's intention he had 
hitherto chiefly in view, and that his patrimony was by this 
time almoft wholly exhaufted ; yet fuch was his diffidence, 
he attempted rather by teaching rnathematicks, to defray the 
expence attending the farther profecution of his theological 
ftudies ; by which means he not only increafed his repu- 
tation, but (what laid the foundation of his future fortune) 
was introduced to an intimate friendfhip with John Vanden- 
Ibid. p. 13. burg, burgo- matter of Leyden, by whom he was recom- 
mended to the curators, to compare the Voflian manufcripts, 
(purchafed in England for the publick library at Leyden) 
with the catalogue of fale ; which he executed with fuch 
accuracy as procured him the efteem of the univerfity, and 
recommended him in fo particular a manner to Mr. Van- 
denberg, that this gentleman became ever after follicitous for 
his advancement j and obferving what amazing progrefs Mr. 
Boerhaave made in whatever he applied to, perfuaded him 
to join the ftudy of phyfick to philofophy and theology ; 
as a relaxation therefore from divinity, and in complaifance 
to this gentleman, he dipt into phyfic, being duly prepared 

for 
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for it by his acquaintance with the learned languages, ma* 
thematics, and natural philofophy, and he refolved to take a 
degree in phyfic before his ordination. The ftudy of medi-ibiip. 14* 
cine commencing with that of anatomy, he diligently perufed 
Vefalius, Fallopius, and Bartholin, oftentimes himfelf dif- 
fering and attending the publick difie&ions of profeilbr 

Nuck. SSTSSl 

He next appKed himfelf to the fathers of phyfic, beginning bat*ii,fct/ 
with Hippocrates, and in their chronological order, reading"* 
carefully all the Greek and Latin phyficians: but foon finding 
that the later writers to the middle of the fifth century, ** were 
'• aim- ft wholly indebted to that prince of phyficians for 
« c whatever was valuable in them, he refumed Hippocrates, 
" to whom alone in this faculty he devoted himfelf for fome 
ic time, making excepts, and digefting them in fuch a man- 
4< ner, as to render thcfe ineftimable remains of antiquity 
" quite familiar to him.'* He afterwards made himfelf ac- 1J) * fcc « ,2 » 
quainted with the molt authentic modern authors, particularly 
with Sydenham, whom he ufualfy ftiled the immortal Syden- 
ham. He next applied to chemiftry, which fo captivated 
him, that he fometimes fpent days and nights fucceffively in 
the ftudy, and procefles of this art. fie made alfo a con* 
fiderable proficiency in botany ; not contented with infpe&ing 
the plants in the phyfic garden, he fought others with fatigue 
in fields, rivers, &c. and fomeiimes with danger in almoft 
inacceffible places, thoroughly examining what he found, and* 
comparing them with the delineations of authors. 

His progrefs in phyfic hitherto was without any affiftance 
from ledtures, except thofe mentioned in anatomy, and a few 
by profeflbr Drelincourt on the theory j nor had he yet any 
thoughts of declining the priefthood : amidft mathematical, 
phitofophical, anatomical, chemical and medical refearches, 
he ftill earneftly purfued divinity. He went to the univerfity 
of Harderwick in Guelderland, and in July 1693, was created 
there do&or of phyfick* Upon his return to Leyden he ftiU 
perfifted in his defign of engaging in the miniftry, but he 
found an invincible obftru&ion to his intention. In a paf- 
fageboat, where he happened to be, fome difcourfe was ac- 
cidentally ftarted about the doctrine of Spinofa, as fubverfive 
of all religion; one of the paffengers, who exerted himfeff 
moft, oppofed to this philofopher** pretended mathematical 
demonftrations, only the loud invective of a blind zeal ; 
whereupon Boerhaave afked him calmly, whether he had ever 
read the works of the author he cjecried 5 the orator was at 
once, ftruck. dumb, and fired with filent refentment $ anqther 
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paflenger whifpered the perfon next him to learn Boerhaave's 
rfame, and took it down in his pocket book, and as foon as 
he arrived at Leyden, gave it out every where, that Boer- 
haave was become a Spinofift. Boerhaave finding that fuch 
prejudices gained ground, thought it imprudent to rifque the 
refufal of a licence for the pulpit, when he had fo fair a proC* 
U.& ax- peft of rifing by phyfick. He now therefore .applied wholly 
to phyfick, and joined practice with reading, and although 
thus accomplifhed he had the mortification to fee many lefs 
, deferving come into greater bufinefs ; neverthekfs, though 
his acquifitions were fo fmall and circumftances fo narrow, 
he perlifted with great refolution. In 1701, by the impor- 
tunity of his friends he was perfuaded, on the death of pro- 
fefTor Drelincourt, to take the office of lecturer upon the 
inftitutes of phyfic ; he delivered an 1 oration the 18th of 
May, the fubject of which was a recommendation of the 
ftudy of Hippocrates 5 apprehending that either thro* indo- 
lence or arrogance, this founder of phyfic had been fhame- 
fully neglected by thofe, whofe authority was likely to have 
v Ibid. p. 23. t6o great weight with the ftudents of medicine. 

Boerhaave's pupils could not but obferve in his lectures on 
the medical institutions how judicioufly he interfperfed che* 
mift'ry, fo as to render this art, by his application of it, fub- 
iTervient to the illuftration of his lectures. They were fo 
pleafed with their preceptor and his doctrine, that they ceafed 
not requefting, till they prevailed with him, to inftruct them 
in chemiftry, as well as in the practice of phyfic. In this 
he acquitted himfelf in fo extraordinary a manner, that in two 
years afterwards, in 1 703, he was invited to a vacant pro- 
feflbrfhip of medicine by the univerfity of Groningen, which 
^he declined. His patron, Mr. Vandenberg, then prefident 
of the burgo-mafters of Leyden, and one of the feven cura* 
tors of the univerfity, reprefented this invitation and refufal 
in fuch a light, that they thought themfelves in gratitude 
obliged to make an augmentation of his annual falary, and 
to affure him of the firft medical profeflbrfhip that fhould 
be vacant. Boerhaave officiated as a profeflbr, with the title 
of lecturer only, for nine years, when on February 18, 
1709, upon the death of Dr. Hotton, the profeflbrfhip of 
medicine and botapy was conferred on him ; his inaugural 
oration was upon the fimplicity of true medical fcience, 
Wherein, exploding the fallacies and often tat ion of alchemifti- 
cal and metaphyseal writers, he reinftates medicine on the 
ancient foundation of obfervation, experiments, and deduc? 
pons naturally jrefulting from thejn. In a few years he en- 
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riched the phyfic garden with fuch a number of plants, that 
it was found neceffary to enlarge it to twice it's original ex- 
tent. In the year 1 714, he arrived to the higheft dignity in 
the university, the rectorfhip. The fame year, Auguft 8, 
he was conftituted profeflbr of the practice of phyfic, in the 
room of Bid loo, and twice a week attended the univerfny 
hofyital, not lefs to the advantage of his pupils, than pa~ 
tients. At the expiration of his rectorfhip in 1725, he de- 
livered an oration on the method of obtaining certainty in 
phyfics. Having here aflerted, that we are entirely ignorarit 
of the firft principles of things, and that all our knowledge 
of their qualities is derived either from fuch experiments, as 
fubject them to our fenfes, or from confequences by an exact 
method of reafoning deduced from thofe experiments, he 
was thence led to reprehend many of the fyftems of the phi- 
lofophers, and in particular that of Des Cartes, the idol of 
that time. This drew upon him the outrageous invectives 
of Mr. R. Andala, an orthodox cartefian profeflbr of divi- 
nity and philofophy at Franeker, who founded the alarm, 
that the church was in danger; and that the introduction of 
fceptictfm and even Spinofifm muft be the confequence of 
undermining the cartelian fyftem by fuch a profeft ignorance 
of the principles of things : his virulence was carried to fuch 
a degree, that the governors of the univerfity thought them- 
fclves in honour' obliged (notwithftanding Boerhaave's re- 
monftranccs to the contrary) to infift upon his retracting his 
afperlions. He accordingly made a recantation, with offers 
©f further fatisfaction : to which Boerhaave generoufly re- 
plied, that the mod agreeable fatisfaction he could receive 
was, that fo eminent a divine fhould have no more trouble 
on his account. In the year 1728, Mr. Boerhaave was elec- 
ted a member of the academy of fciences at Paris, in the 
room of count Marfigli, deceafed, and in April 30, 1730, 
he was propofed, by Dr. Mortimer, to the royal fociety of 
London, and was chofen a fellow unanimoufly. In 1 7 18, 
hefucceeded LeMort in the profeflbrfhip of chemiftry; and 
September 21, made an oration on this fubject, " That 
chemiftry was capable of clearing itfelf from its own errors." *, id ^ 

About the middle of Auguft 17-22, Mr. Boerhaave was 
taken ill and confined to his bed for fix months with exquifite 
arthritic pains; and from his intenfe appjication he fuffered 
another violent illnefs in 1727; and being threatened with 
a relapfe in the year 1729, he found himfelf under a neceffity 
of refigning the profeflbr fhips of botany and chemiftry; this 
gave occanon to his elegant declamation on April 28, in 
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which Tie recounts many fortunate incidents of his life* re*, 
turns his grateful acknowledgments to thofe who contributed 
thereto, and expatiates on the pleafures which attended the 
profecution of his botanical and chemical labours. 

His eighth and laft oration he delivered February 8, 1731* 
on laying down his reflorfhip* In this he demonftrates, that 
* c a real attention to nature in obferving her dictates, and 
€i following her example, is the fole foundation of merit irv 
a phyfician, and entitles him to the higher! honours in. his. 
l l profeffion; that the art of healing is never more fuc- 
c< cefsful, than when directed by nature.*' 

No profeflbr was ever attended in publick as well as private: 
lectures byfo great a number of fludents from fuch different 
and diftant parts, for fo many years fucceffively : none heard 
him without conceiving a veneration for his perfon, at thq 
\ fame time .they exprefled their furprifce at his prodigious at- - 

tainments ; and it may be juftly affirmed, that none in fo. 
private a ftation ever attracted a more univcrfal efteem. He. 
amaffed greater wealth than, ever any phyfician in that coun- 
try from the praclice of phyfic, which was swing as much at 
lead to the frugality of his ceconomy, as the largenefe of his, 
fees ; he was falfly accufed of penurioufnefs, for he was liberal 
to the diftreft, but without orientation : bis manner of oblig-t 
ing his friends was fuch, that they often knew not, unlefe* 
by accident, to. whom they were indebted.. In friend/hip,. 

f. 34. (fays the writer of his life) he" was fincere> conftant, and 
affectionate ; he was communicative without conceitednefs* 
and zealous though difpaflionate in contending for truth ; fo. 
unmoved was he by detraction as to fay, " the fparks of 
<c calumny will be prefently extinct of themfelves unlefsyon 
w blow them." 

He was remarkable for his addrefs towards fenior phyfic ians* 
and his courtefy to the reft. In private converfation he never 
made his own works or affairs thefubject of difcourfe, and his re-, 
ply to any queftion concerning them manifefted a regard folely 
to the benefit of the enquirer, without founding or leeking his 
own praife, whiift his good nature often led him to exceed in, 

lb.f.5%&c. t j^ e p ra if e f other authors. In the adminiftration, of juftice^ 
as during his rectorfhip, he had no refpect of perfons, nor 
was ever awed into unworthy compliances by the frowns of 
the great ; he was modeft without meannefs, and fteady with- 
out ludenefs. He neither fwerved from juftice bimfelf, not 
connived at any deviation from it in others. By the venera- 
bienefs of his countenance blended with fweetnefs, by lenity 
without foftndSj and by an acquaintance with the civil law: 

and 
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and the law of his country, he was an ornament to magiftracy 
itfelf ; extraordinary was his fagacity in difcovering the genius 
and difpofitions of men, as well as their diftempers, at firft 
fight, which might contribute to the knowledge he had of 
mankind, much fu peri or to what is ufually attained without 
travelling, or fpending more time in converfation : in teach* 
ing he had the faculty of being concife and yet clear, copious 
and not prolix, adding graceful embellifhments to what he 
delivered. He always retained that innocence and (implicit/ 
of manners which ufually accompanies greater converfe with 
books than men, without the leaft of that morofenefs, which 
is the frequent confequence of a fecefSon from fociety for 
ftudy. In his youth he was not averfe to gaiety ; and his 
natural turn to that polite kind of irony fo much admired 
by the ancients in Socrates, in his le&ures he has occafional- 
]y excited laughter in the whole audience without the altera- 
tion of one mufcle in his own face \ his a&ion in delivering 
himfelf was fo expreffive, that he was frequently underftood 
by it, when a difference of pronunciation would otherwife 
have left paflages unintelligible to fame foreigners ; and being 
without the leaft afFedation, it feemed the gift of nature 
rather than the acquifition of art. His manner of explain- 
ing things, which was Ample, methodical, and exad, as well 
as the dignity of his matter, encouraged the refort of (uch 
numbers of foreigners (ftudents in medicine) to that uni- 
verfity. He converfed in the Englifh, French, and German 
languages, and read the Italian and Spanifh with great faci- 
lity, fo that few or none of the new difcoveries in philofophjr 
or phyfic, written in thofe languages, efcaped him. The Latin 
he fpoke in leflures or con verlation was remarkably eafy and 
intelligible, which together with his ad ion, method, and 
the aptnefs of his fimilies, rendered plain the moft abftrufe 
points to the mcaneft capacities j and his pupils ufed to , 
remark, that many exprefs treatifes upon the various Aibjeds 
he difcufled in his lectures, appear, after him, fo fuperficial, as 
fcarcely to merit their perufal. 

In the latter part of l\is life his chief pleafure was retiring 
to his country feat, where he had a garden of near eight acres, 
enriched with all the exotic trees and plants he could poffibly 
procure, that would flourifh and live in that climate and foil : 
fo intent was he upon flocking it with the greateft variety, 
that he ftiles a prefent of American fhrub-feeds, " munera 
« c auro cariora -" gifts more precious than gold : and that 
of two cedar trees " regali beajre dono/' making him happy 
by a royal benefaction. 
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In ,the middle of Auguft 1722, by expofing him/elf 
to the morning dews before fun-rifing, he was feized with 
excruciating arthritic pains, which at length terminated in a 
paralytic diforder, depriving him almoft of the fenfe of feel- 
ing, and entirely of the power of moving his limbs, info- 
much that he was obliged to lie whole months on his back 
Commenta- ^'^out attempting to turn himfelf, becaufeof the acute pain 
rioiusBoerh. on the lead motion. After languifhing five months without any 
fcc- »9* relief, by the plentiful ufe of the expreft juices of the la&ef- 
cent, and pappefcent plants chiefly, affifted with the ferula- 
teous gums, he wonderfully recovered, and opened his pri- 
vate college again, January 1 1, 1723. 
- About the end of 1727, be was attacked by fo violent a 
fever, that he not only with difficulty furvived, but fuffered 
much from it ever after; and was obliged to refign the two 
profefforfhips abovementioned, . yet he was not lefs 
affiduous in his private labours, till the year 1737, when a 
difficulty of breathing firft feized him, and afterwards gra- 
dually increafed. In a letter to baron Bafland, recommend* 
D B , ing his learned friend Dr. Lawfon to his acquaintance, he 
lift, p. 68. S fubjorns the following ftate of his own difpofition. <c An 
" impoftumation of the lungs, which has daily increafed 
" for thefe lad three months, almoft fuffocates me upon 
w the lead motion 5 if it fhould continue to increafe without 
" breaking, I muft fink under it ; if it fhould break, the 
" event is ftill dubious ; happen what may, why fhould I 
*' be concerned, fmce it cannot be but according to the 
** will of the fupreme Being, what elfe (hould Idcfire? God 
C€ be praifed. In the mean time, I am not wanting in the 
*' ufe of the moil approved remedies in order to mitigate the 
'** difeafe by promoting maturation, no ways anxidus about 
•* the fuccefs of them ; I have lived to upwards of fixty 
** eight years, and always chearful. Finding alfo unufua! 
** pulfations of the artery in the right fide of the neck, and 
** imermiffions of the pulfe, he concluded there were poly- 
*< pous concretions between the heart and lung?, with a di- 
€c latation of the veflcls." September the 8th, 1738, he 
wrote his cafe to do&or Mortimer, fecretary of the Royal 
Society. About the end of Auguft, for fome days there 
were flattering hopes of his recovery, which foon vanished, 
and he declined to the 23d of September; when ftill main- 
taining a ferene compofure, as if infenfible of any uneafinefs, 
betwixt the hours of four and five in the morning he expired, 
wanting but three months and eight days of feventy (a). 

-(a) The following it a lift of Dr. felf in the preface to his Elemetata 
Boerhaave'i works, a$ given by him- Chemise. 
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x. Oratio de commendando Studio randis Morbis, in tiAsm doQtfn* do. 

Hippocratico. An. I701. meftic*. 1709. 

1. — de ufu Ratiocinil mechanici Index Plantaram in Horto Lugd. 

jflMedicina. 1703. Bat. repert. I7I0. 

3. — qua repurgatae Medicine Libellus de materia medica, &r ra- 
facilis afferitur (implicit as. 1709. mediomm formulii quje ferviunt 

4. — de comparando Certo in Aphorifmis. 1719. 

Pbyficis. 1715* Index alter Plantaram qua? in 

5. — de Cbemia foot errores ex. Horto Lugd. Bat. aluntur, % Vol. 
purgante. 17 18. 17*0. 

6. — de Vita & Obitu CI. Bcr- Epiftola ad Ruyfchium de fabric* 
nardi Albini. 1721. Glandularam in corpore human©. 

7. — quam habuit, quam, ho- 172a, p. 129. 
oeftamiffioneimpetrata 5 Botanicum Atrocis nee defcripti print, morbi 
& Chemicam profeffioncm publioe po- hiftoria, fecundum Medicat Artis leges 
oerem. 1729. conferipta. 1724. , 

8. — de honore medici, fervitute. Atrocis rariflimiqj morbi hiftoria 
1731. 44, 45. altera. 1728. 

Inftitationis 'Medics in ufus an- Tradatus Medicos de Lve Aphno- 
nux exercitationis domefticos. 1708. difiaca, pnefixos Aphrodifiaco, edi* 
Aphorifmi de Cognofcendis & Cu- to 1728. 

BOETHIUS or BOETIUS, (Flavius Anicius Mam- 
lius Torquatus Sbverinus) a profe as well as poetical 
writer of. the fixth century, born of one of the nobleft fa- 
milies of the city of Rome. His father dying when he was 
an infant, his relations took care of his education, and fent 
him to Athens, where he not only attained to a perfe& un- 
demanding of the Greek tongue, butalfoof philofophy, and 
all other kinds of fcience. Upon his returning to Rome, 
•he foon became univerfally efteemed, and was advanced to 
the chief dignities of his country. He was admitted into the 
fenate, and was raifed to the confulfhip. He was twice mar- Ctve » g j^- 
ried ; his firft wife was named Helpes ; the other Rufticiana : lib. x. fee. 6. 
the former was a Sicilian by birth ; her father's name was P- 3* 1,edit « 
Feftus. Her virtues and the endowments of her mind far iJL^V ^ 
exceeded her beauty and fortune : (he excelled in poetry. 
Boetius had no iffue by this lady, though he much defired it. 
He performed the laft offices to her in the following verfes. 

Helpes di&afui, Siculse Regionis Alumna, 

Quam procul a patria, Conjugis egit amor. 
Quo fine, mcefta dies, nox anxia, flebilis hora, 

Nee folum Caro, fed Spiritus unus erat. 
J>ux mea non claufa eft, tali remanente marito, 
. Majorque animse, parte fuperftes ero. 
Pprticibus facris, tam nunc per egrina quiefco> 

Judicis jeterni teftificata Thronum* 

Ne 
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Nc qua manus Buftum violet, nifi forte jugalis^ 
SeeBoctius's Haec iterum cupiat jungere membra fuis. 

life prefixed Ut Thalami cumuliq; comes, nee morte rcvellar 

ton^tr^Sl- Et f0Ci ° S VUae neftat UtCr q U * Cinis - 

tionof 

De Confola- His other wife was Rufticiana, daughter to Quintus Au- 
twne 1Soe u# rclius Memmius Symmachus, who was chief of thefenate, 
and conful in the year cdxcv. 

In 523, Boetius, having remonflxated with great fpirit 
againft the conduct of Theodoric, who began every day to 
exert new inftances of tyranny, be fell under his refentment ; 
and foon after was accufed by Frigilla, Congiaftus, and Cy- 
prianus, perfons of the. moft infamous character, of having 
carried on a confpiracy with the emperor Juftin againft the 
Cart, ibid, Goths. Theodoric brought the caufe before the femte, 
where the a^cufers produced fuborned evidence, who exhi- 
bited forged letters to Juftin in the name of Boetius, whotho' 
abfent, unheard, undefended, was condemned to death. 
But the king fearing the confequence of flich injuftice and 
inhumanity, changed his fentence from death ta banifli- 
ment. Therefore he was banifhed to Milan* or (as 
others fay) he was confined to Ticinum, now Pavia; 
and all his friends were forbid to accompany him on bis way, 
or to follow him thither. During his exile he writ his book 
of the Confolation of philofophy, and that upon the Trinity. 
The year following, or fomewhat later, according to fome 
writers, he was beheaded in prifon by the command of 
Theodoric. The tomb of Boetius is to be feen in the church 
of St. Auguftine at Pavia, near to the fteps of the chancel 1 , 
with the following epitaph : 

v Maconia & Latia lingua clariffimus, &qut 

Conful eram, hie perii, miffus in ex ilium ; 
Etquid mors rapuit? Probitas me vexit ad auras, 
Et nunc fama viget maxima, vivit opus. 

When, many ages after, the emperor Otho the third did 
enclofe his bones, then lying neglefted amongft the ruhbifli in 
a marble cheft ; Gerbartus, a great philofopher, who was 
afterwards advanced to the papal chair, by the name of 
Sylvefter the fecond, did honour to his memory in the fol- 
lowing lines. 

Roma patens, - dum jura fuo declarat in orbe, 
Tu pater, & patriae lumen, Severine Boeti, • 

. Coniulis officio, rerum difponis habenas, 

Infuiwi* 
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Infundis, lumen ftudiis, & cedere nefcis 
Grsecorum ingcniis, fed mens divina coercet 
Imperium Mundi. Gladio bacchante Gothorum 
Libertas Romana perit : tu conful Stexul, 
Infignes Titulos praeclara morte relinquis, 
Tunc decus Imperii, fummas qui praegravat artes, 
Tertius Otho fua dignum te judicat aula: 
-dEternumque tui ftatuit monim'enta laboris, 
Et bene promeritum, meritis exornat honeftis. 

Boetius has left feveral works, but moft of them on ab- 
ftrufe fubje&s, and abounding in fcholaftic terms ; his chief 
performance is his treatife De Confolatione Philosophise, in 
fife books, which is a fuppofed conference betwixt the author 
and philofophy introduced as a perfon who endeavours to com- 
fort him In his misfortunes. It is written partly in profe and 
partly in verfe: the language of this work is pure and refined, 
and it has been generally efteemed a valuable compofition. 
OurEnglifh poet Chaucer tranflated it into Englifh, and 
Mr. Camden tells us, that queen Elizabeth, after having 
read it to mitigate her grief, tranflated it alfo into very 
elegant Englifh. 

BOETHIUS, BOECE, or BOEIS, (Hector) a famous 
Scottifh hiftorian, born at Dundee, in the (hire of Angus, 
about the year 1470. After having ftudied fome time at 
Dundee and Aberdeen, he was fent for his further improve- 
ment to the college of Mountague, in the univerfity of Paris, 
where he applied himfelf to philofophy, and became a pro- 
fcflbrpf it there. Here he had an opportunity of contrac- 
ting an acquaintance with feveral perfons of the moft eminent 
learning, who were ftudents at this univerfity, particularly 
the great Erafmus, who kept a correfpondence v with him 
afterwards. Dr. Elphinfton, bifhop of Aberdeen, having 
founded the king's college in this city, about the year 1500, u^, *? *££ 
fent for Mr. Boeis from Paris, and appointed him principal, moft emi- 
He took for his collegue Mr. William Hay, and by their ne « tSc ©& 
joint labour the kingdom was furniflicd with feveral eminent ™v*?ye? m 
fcholars. Upon the death of his patron bifhop Elphinfton, edit.' Edin- 
he undertook to write his life and his predeceflbrs in that fee. ***&> , 7" 
It is in Latin, and intitled, Vitae Epifcoporum Murthlacen- m * 
fium et Aberdonenfium. Paris 1522, 4to. He begins at 
Beanus, the firft bifhop of that fee, and ends at Gawin Dun- 
bar, who was bifhop when the book was publifhed. A third 
part of the work is fpem in the life of bifhop Elphinfton, 

for 
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Bp. Nkhol- *° r whofc fake the work was undertaken. He next applied 
fon's Scot- himfelf to write in the fame language the Hrftory of Scotland ; 
ttfh hiftori- tne g r fl. edition of which was printed at Paris by Badius Af- 
edit.1736. ceft fi us ' n £ he year 1526, which confifted of feventeen books, 
fol. p. 57* and ended with the death of king James I ; but the next 
edition in 1574, was much enlarged, having the addition 
. of the eighteenth book and part of the nineteenth ; the work 
was afterwards brought down to the reign of James III. by 
T. Ferrerius, a Piedmontefe, Dr. Mackenzie obferves, that 
of all the Scots hiftorians, next to Buchanan, Boetius has 
been the moftcenfured and commended by the learned men 
t* 447. w jj jj avc men tioncd him. Bifhop Nicholfon tells us, that 
in the firft fix books there are a great many particulars not 
to be found in Fordon or any other writer now extant, and 
that, " unlets the authors, which he pretends to have feeir, 
" be hereafter difcovered, he will continue to be fhrewdly 
** fufpe&ed for the contriver .of almoft as many tales as 
" "JeoiFrey of Monmouth." Boethius takes occafion in 
this work to inform his readers, that be was Angularly ad- 
dicted to the ftudy of natural hiftory, and much delighted 
with fuch phyfical curiofities as were moft extraordinary and 
furprizing. His correfpondents he allures us were perfons 
of eminent learning in feveral parts of the nation ; among 
whom was Edward bifhop of Orkney, who furniflied him 
with a faithful account of the healthy and vigorous cdnftitu- 
tion of thofe ifles. The reft did not, all of them at leaft, 
deal fo fairly by him, feveral of them having moft certainly 
impofed upbn his good nature and eafy faith. 

" *^* s a te ' f ihle ftory, (continues bifhop Nicholfon) 
" which Sir Duncan Campbell told him of the monftrous 
<€ goofe-footed Otter of the Loch Garloil, which (truck 
c< down great oaks with its fleer, and yet the fifhermen ef* 
" caped its fury by climbing into trees. The fea monks 
* c at the Ifle of Bafs, and Ja. Ogilby's wild men of Nor- 
c< way, who could pull up the talleft firr with as much eafe 
cc as an ordinary body can root up a turnip, are proper com- 
* ( panions for thefe ; and the credibility of the three parallel 
*' ftories mult reft upon the reporters. * But the author him* 
<c felf is onlyjm'fwerable for the account, which (amwigft 
<c others) he gives us of the Clakis or Barnacle, which he 
" affirms upon his own word ; fince what he pretends to have 
<c frequently obferved of a perfect bird, feathers and aU f 
c< being formed in thefe fhells, is extremely different from 
" what the naturalifts of our days have taught from as nice 
" and credible experiments. He is more authentic in what 

w he 
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" he. reports of the Guftards, orJBuftards, as we Engli/hmen 
** call them, in the county of Merfe, and the Salmon at 
(< Aberdeen ; and above all, he is to be applauded for what 
«* he hints of the Purple Fifh, reckoning it among the Concfce 
<c intortae. This (hews that he rightly underftood Bede, 
* c who has fomewhat to the fame purpofp ; and that Mr. 
** Cole's difcovery of this very fifli ought not to be reckoned 
" among fuch as had not formerly beCn published by any 
" author. He does not appear to have been quite fo happy 
" in the ufe he made of the fame ancient hiftorian and fbme 
<c others in matters of antiquity ; or elfe he would hardly 
" have placed the Brigantes in Galloway, the Silures in 
" Cari&, and the Deiri in Merfe and Lowthian." His 
eighteenth book however is highly commended by Ferrerius, 
who fays " that he has treated of things there in fo com pre- 
<€ henfive a manner, that he believes no one could have done 
" it more fully or Significantly on the fame fubjeft (a)." 
His flyle, fays another writer, has all the purity of Caefar's, 
and is fo nervous both in the reflections and didion, that he 
feems to have abfolutely ^entered into the gravity of Livy, 
and made it his own (b). Erafmus, who was intimately ac- 
quainted with him, fays, in one of his epiftles, " That he 
" was a man of an extraordinary happy genius, and of great 
" eloquence (c). He was certainly (fays another writer) a great 
" mafter of polite learning, well (killed in divinity, philofophy, 
" and hiftory, but fomewhat credulous, and much addi&ed to 
" the belief of legendary ftories. With regard to his other ac- M , . 
<c complements he was difcreet, well-bred, attentive, gene- p. 451. * 
" rous, affable, and courteous." 

(a) In quo omnia ita fcriben- tionum verborumqoe ponderibus ita 
do confecutus eft ut nihil plenius nervoftis, ut Livia nam gravitatem 

- aat fignificantius a quopiam in re in fuam naturam tranftulifie penitus 

pcrfimili fieri poffe credam* Epift. videatur. T. Leflaeus, lib. ix. p. 4^4. 
dedicat. foh 35«;. (c) Vir fingularis ingenii felicitttis, 

(b) Illius ftylus tarn eft terfus ut et facundi oris, Epift. 1530. 
CaeCaris puritatem decoxifie j ac ra- 

BOILEAU, Sieur Defpreaux, (Nicholas) a celebrated 
French poet, born at Paris, November the iirft, 1636. His 
mother died when he was in his infancy, and he loft his fa- 
ther before he was feventeen. After he had finifhed his phi- 
Jofbphical ftudies.his relations perfuaded him to ftudy the law, 
in which he made a confiderable proficiency, and was ad- 
mitted advocate, December 4, 1656, being then but twenty Des Mid- 
years old. But though he had all the qualifications neceffary ££i' a „j^. 

to fi xe d to the 

8 


My father, brother, uncle, regifters, 

My coufin, brother-in-law, with equal cares 
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En life *° ma ^ e nim a S reat ' aw y er > y e t the profeffion running fy 
tranflation much upon quirks and chicanery, and often putting the drefs of 
ofhitwork8,falfeh6od upontruih,, it did not fuit the candour and fincerity 
*©iV 7I *c of his difpofition, for which reafon he quitted the bar- He 
'hasexpreffed his averfion to the law in his fifth epiftle ; the 

paflage is thus tranflated in the Englifh verfion of his works, 

printed in 1712. 

My fire to bufinefs threescore* years app!y*d, 
And left me for his portion when he dy'd 
A fair example and a fmall eftate ; 
But hating pains I was content with that. 
*A nobler bufinefs my ambition fit'd, 
Gold I negle&ed, and to Fame afpir'd \ 

\ 

Held the fame poft ; and I the fame with theif$. % J 

Soon weary of the mufty rolls, I fled 

The courts, and turned to brighter things my head. 

I fought the nymphs that haunt th* Aohian floods, 

And early ftray'd in the Pierian woods : 

The family beheld with rage and fcorn 

A poet in the dufky office born ; 

To them the lawlefs mufe with horror frior'd 

On fcrolls, o'er which with fo much gain they por'd. 

He nowrefblved to ftudy divinity, and accordingly went to 
theSorbonne; but in a little time he contracted a firong aver- 
fion to the abftrufe points of fchool divinity, for he found to 
his aftonilhment the moft important points of falvation re- 
duced to empty fpeculation, wrapt up in terms of obfcurity, 
and thereby giving rife to endlefs difputes. He therefore left 
jy, the Sor bonne, and applied himfelf to the more polite ftudies, 
especially to poetry, for which his genius was particularly 
formed,' and he foOn carried the palm from every poet in 
France. The fuccefs which" his firft works met with is 
humoroufly hinted at in his epiftle to his book. The paflage 
runs thus in the Englifh tranflation. 

You think the public will be proud to read, 
And like your elder brothers, to fucceed, 
Tho' the weak offspring of my age, you hope 
As well as they, to (htoe in Barbin's (hop; 
That from the people you'll to princes pafs, 
And equal glory gain, and equal grac"i 

That 
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That court and country will alike be pleas'd. 

And proverbs foon be made of every jeft ; 

So home you'll ftrike, the charm will be fo ftrong 

That nothing fliall refill your powerful fong ; 

But don't deceive yourfelf, nor think to find 

The court and country to your rhymes fo kind 5 

My fpringof wit is paft, my youthful vein N 

And you my mufe {hall never bloom again ; 

Nor ever muft my verfe again pretend 

The faults of others to reprove or mend; 

My mufe, when young, the French Parnaflus fway'd, 

And with gay robes her pompous verfe array'd $ 

A lawful rage did then her wit provoke, 

And juft refentment pointed every ftroke 5 

When before reafon (he indided rhyme, 

When fhe no folly footh'd, and fpar'd no crime. 

When on mankind) and on herfclf (he fell, 

And thofe who felt the lafh approv'd her zeal ; 

The reader pleas'd with my impartial rage, Ep. 10. vol. 

Forgot his wrath, and rob'd the h*:red page; »• rt Bo "»- 

When the jeft tickled him he ftole the line, +"1*™?% 

And often larded his difcourfe with mine. 

He wrote feveral fatyrs, wherein he expofed'the bad tafte 
which in his time prevailed fo much in France, that feveral 
authors, without wit or genius, were in high reputation, 
andefteemed as models. He was likewife extremely fevere 
againft vice and the corrupt manners of the age. His pieces" 
gained him vaft applaufe, but there were feveral perfons who 
blamed him greatly for mentioning names (a). As many 
incorreft copies of Mr. Boileau's performances were handed 
about in manufcript, and others afcribed to him, of which 
he was not the author, he therefore got a privilege from the 
king and publifhed his works himfelf. As he was cenfured for 
naming of perfons, he publifhed a fatyr in his own defence (b). 
He wrote alfo a difcourfe upon fatyr, wherein he vindicated 

(a) The duke of Montauner faid (b) This fatyr was wrote by our 

once in a fit of paflion, that Mr, author io the year 1667, and is 

Jtaileau and all the fatiric poets (hould thought to be the moft excellent of 

be fent into the river to rhime. aU his productions. Mr. Brofle'te 

It was to this perhaps our poet ai- fays it may be compared with, nay 

luded in bis ninth fatyr, where he perhaps even preferred to the belt 

fays, pieces of that kind which antiquity 

Your freedom will in drowning end can boaft of, 

in time, 
And J /hall to the Seine be fent to 

rhime. 

Vw.Ue ........ ft . himfeif 
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himfelf from the example of both the French and Roman 
fatirifts. In 1669 he infcribed an epiftle to the king, where- 
in he praifes his majefty upon the peace then lately concluded 
with Spain (c). There is likewife a fmall production of his 
intitled, a Dialogue of Ae dead, wherein he expofes the ab- 
furdity of fevera) dramatic pieces and romances, which were 
at that time in high reputation. The fuccefc of Lewis the 
fourteenth in Holland, in the year 1672, fiirnifhed Mr. 
Boileau with an occafton of addreffing another epifHe to his 
majefty, wherein he defcribes the campaign in the moft 
fublime and poetical manner. The king was a great admi- 
rer of l^oileau's performances, nor was he fatisfied with only 
fignif ing his approbation in private, but he likewife gave a 
publick teftimony thereof, in the licence given him for pub- 
lifting his woiks (d). In Odlober 1677, Mr. Boileau was 
fixed upon by the king to write his hiftory in conjunction 
with Mr. Racine (e) ; and in 1684, he was chofen a member 
of the French academy (e). Mr. Boileau's fatiricaj pieces 

raifed 

(c) Notwith landing there was a Mr. Beileau and Mr. Racine. Mr. dc 

peace concluded in the year 1668, Valincourt writes thus to the abbot 

yet the French in general wiflied for Glivet upon this fubjecl. " Meffieurs 

a frefti war. Mr. Colbert alone dif- Defpreaux and Racine, having for 

fuaded the French king from it, and fome time endeavoured to write that 

if was to countenance this great mi- hiftory, they foon found that fuch a 

nifter's views, that Mr. Boileau work did not at all fuit their genius ; 

wrote this epiftle, wherein he endea- and betides they juftly thought, that 

vours to celebrate the king as a the hiftory of fuch a prince as the 

peaceable hero, and to fhew that a late king was, filled with fo great and 

king may be a great and glorious extraordinary circumftances, could 

prince in peace as well as war. Re- not well be written, till an hundred 

marques de Broftette, furep.i. years after his death, except one 

' (p) The beginning of thelicenfeis would compofe it orrty from infipid 

to the following purpofe : " Whereas extracts of the public news papers, 

" ourdear and well-beloved the Sieur as fome pitiful writers have done, 

•' Defpreaux has humbly rem on- who ventured to write that hiftory.** 

" ftrated to us that he has written Olivet's hift. de rAcademio Franc* 

" divers pieces which he defires to p. 371. Paris edit. 

" have printed, and likewife to re- (r) A place being vacant by the 

" print his fatyrs, the licence where* death of Mr. Colbert, which hap- 

" of is expired, if we mould pleafe pened in September 16^3, fome -of 

"' to grant him our letters of per- the members waited on Mr. Boileau, 

" miffion for fo doing. Wherefore and afked him whether he would ac- 

" being defirous to encourage the cept of that place, in cafe the aca* 

" faid Sieur Defpreaux, and to give demy offered it to him. Mr. Boileau 

" to the public, by the reading of his received the petition very civilly, but 

4t works,tbe fame pleafureweoorfclves he declared poli tively that he would 

" received thereby, we have permit- not petition for it. The gentlemen 

" ted him to caufe the faid works to who made him the offer, accordingly 

" be printed, ice.** propoftd him to the academy, Mr. de 

(f.) The public however never had la Fontaine being at the fame time 

this work 'which they expected from prqp.ofed to fupply this vacancy ; the 

academy 
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raifed him hiany enemies; his Satyr againft ffie Women was 
much talked of and occasioned great clamour (g). Having 
been attacked by the authors of a journal, printed at Tre- 
votfx, he made reprifals on them in fome Epigram;, and 
in his Satyr againft Equivocation. In the year 1701, he was 
eleded penfionarv of the academy of infcriptions and medals, 
which place he mled with great honour till the year 1705, 
when being grown deaf and infirm, hedefired leave to refign, 
which was granted hiirt. He quitted the court and fpent 
the remaindef of his life in quiet and tranquillity amongff 4 
few fde& friends, till the ftcond of March, 1711, when 
death earned him off in the fevenfy-fifth year of his age, 

Mr. De fa Bruyere, in his fpeeth to the French academy, 
fpeakmgof Mr. Boileau as a writer, fays, " that he excels 
" Juvenal, comes op to Hofate, feems to create the thoughts 
u of another, and to make vfrhateve'r he handles his own. 
iC He has, in \rthat he borrows- from others, all the graces of 
u novelty and invention ; his verfes ftrong and harmonious, 
u made by genius, though wrought with art, will be read 
iC even when the language ife obfolete, and will be the Jaft 
i€ ruins of it." But his fame has not been confined to his Preface to hit 
own country, for he has been x\6 lefs praifed by thofeof other V^*? s °™f 
nations. Baron Spanheim Has beftowed very high encomiumfc perors, P .5, 
on Mr. Boileau. My lord Shaftfbury calls him a noble fa'-Charaacrif- 
tyrift, who applied his criticifm with juft feyerify even l «> p.° aVs^voU 

aca d e my vH p divided betwixt thtfc two fort of apology to the ladle*, for 
great men, afidfeveral of the members the liberty he had taken in painting 
being piqued at finding their names their vices: " All the pictures I have 
in Boileau* s Satyrs, the majority of drawn (fays he) are fo general, that 
voices fell to Mr. de la Fontaine, far from being afraid that the ladies 
The 1 king was not pleafed with the will be offended, 'tis on their appro- 
preference given to this gentleman, bation and curiofity, that I ground 
And when the deputies of the aca- my greateft hopes of fuccefs. One 
demy, according to cuftom, waited thing, at leaft, I am fure they will 
on the king for his approbation of commend me for, which is my hav- 
their choice, he djfrrfifled them with* ing found out a way in treating of 
oot ananfwer, and went t6 the fisge fo delicate a matter, to doit fo, that 
of Luxemburg without declaring his not one word has efcaped me, which 
mind. During this interval* M* de can give the leaft offence to modefty j 
Bezons, a privy counfellor, and a wherefore I hope I (hall eafily obtain 
member of the Frenth academy, dted, ' my pardon ; and that the ladies wilt 
Wftereupoh the academy immediately not be more <hoc|ced at my preaching 
cbofe Mr. Boileau to fucceed him, againft their faults in this fatyr, than 
and the king approving their choice* at the. faty rs the preachers make every 
confirmed* at the fame time' Mr. de la ' day againft the fame faults from the. 
Fontaine's election* Mr. Broflfette, pujpit,'^ Se£ (the Sngiifti trgnflaHpfi 
0»v. de Boileau, torn- 4* p. 73> 74* P* M W$rfrs, T9trr» p. »$*♦ 
(o) Mr. Boileau' irr an *dve>cife- 
prefixed (Q this piece, mWs * 
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his own works. The ingenious author of a late Fflay on 
the writings and genius of Mr. Pope, fpeaking of Boileau's 
Art of Poetry, fays it is the beft compofition of that kind 
extant. " The brevity of his precepts, (fays, this writer) 
cc enlivened by proper imagery, the juftnefs of his roeta- 
" phors, the harmony of his numbers, as far as Alexandrine 
• " lines will admit, the exa&nefs of his method, the per- 
€C fpicacity of his remarks, and the energy of his ftyle, all 
" duly confidcred, may render this opinion not unreafonable. 
It is fcarcely to be conceived how much is comprehended 
in four fhort cantos. He that has well digefted thefe, 
cannot be faid to be ignorant of any important rule of 
poetry. The tale of the Phyfician turned architect, in 
*' the fourth canto, is told with vaft pleafantry. It is to 
" this work he owes his immortality, which was of the 
higheft utility to his nation, in difFufing a jufl way of 
thinking, and writing, bamming every fpecies of falfe 
EflTayonthe . <c w it> an ^ introducing a general tafte for the manly fimpli* 
vritings of " city of the antients, on whofe writings this poet had formed 
Pope, p, 96. u hjg tafte." ' The fan\e author fpeaks highly in praife of his 
Lutrin, a poem founded upon a quarrel that happened be- 
twixt the treafurer and the chantor of a little church, about 
the place in which a reading delk was to be placed : " On 
" a fubje& (fays this writer) feemingly fo unpromiiing ana* 
" incapable of ornament, has Boileau found a method of 
" railing a poem full of beautiful imagery, which appears 
" like that magnificent city, which the greateft of princes 
" caufed to be built upon a m'orafs. Boileau has enlivened 
' " this piece with many unexpected incidents and entertaining 
€t epifodes; particularly that of the Peruquier in the fecond 
" canto, and the battle of the books in the fifth. The 
" fatire throughout is poignant, though polite to the laft de- 
46 gree. The indolence and luxury of the priefts are ridi- 
*' culed with the moft artful delicacy. What a picture has 
<c he drawn of the chamber and bed of the treafureri where 
c< every thing was calculated to promote and preferve in- 
« c activity and eafe. The aftoniihment of Gilotin, the trea- 
ts furer's almoner, to find that his mailer intends to go dut 
" before dinner, is extremely natural, and his remonstrances 
« are inimitably droll and pertinent. How; admirably is the 
" character of an ignorant and eating prieft preferved in the 
«< fpeech of the fleek and pampered canon Evrard, one of 
44 the drones, who 

«* , In that exhauftlefs hive 

" On fat pluralities fupinely thrive/' 

««His 
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' tc His knowledge of the rents of his church, and of the 
" mortgages belonging to it,his fcorn of the pious and laborious 
tc Arnauld, his contempt of learning, and, above all, bis 
11 ruling paffion of good eating, are ftrokes highly comic." Ib - P- *"• 

There have been many editions of Mr. Boileau's works, 
but that publiftied by Mr/Broffette, with his notes and com- 
* mentary, is the moft famous (h). • 

(h) A great many paflages in Mr. to under Aand Boileau, as Horace, 

Boileau's works were become unin- Perfius, or Juvenal. Mr. Broflctte 

telligible, becaufe the author hinted .was undoubtedly the moft proper 

at feveral things, which moft readers perfon to write fuch a commentary, 

were ignorant of, or had forgot. He as he had kept a clofe correfpondeoos 

mentions alfo many perfons, whofe with Mr. Boileau for above twelve 

lives and actions were unknown to years. This- edition confifts of four 

the greateft part of the world, fo that volumes, and was firft printed at 

a commentary became as necefiary Geneva in 1716, 

BOISSARD, (John-James) a famous antiquarian, born 
at Befarcon, the capital of Franche-Compte, in France, 
He publifned feveral collections, which are of great ufe to 
fuch as are defirous to underftand the Roman antiqui- 
ties. He had a violent paffion. for this ftudy, he drew 
plans of all the ancient monuments in Italy, and vifited all 
the antiquities of the ifles of Corfu, Cephalonia, and Zant. 
He went alfo to the Morea, and would have proceeded to 
Syria, had he not been prevented by a dangerous fever, 
which feized him at Methone. Upon his return to his own 
country, he was appointed tutor to the Sons of Anthony de 
Vienne, baron de Clervant, with whom he travelled into 
Germany and Italy. He had left at Montbeliard his anti- 
quities which he had been collecting with fo much pains, and 
was fo unlucky as to lofe all of them when the people of 
Lorraine ravaged Franche-Compte. He had none left except 
thofe which he had tranfported to Metz, where he himfelf 
had retired ; but as it was publickly known that he intended 
to publish a large collection of antiquities, there were fent , 
to him from all parts many (ketches and draughts of old mo- 
numents. By this means he was enabled to favour the pub- 
lick with his work, entitled, De Romanae urbis Topogra- 
ph^ et Antiquitate, It confifts of four volumes in folio, 
which are enriched with feveral prints. He publifhed alfo 
the lives of one hundred and ninety-eight famous perfons, 
with their portraits. This work, which is entitled, Thea- 
trum vitae humanae, is divided into four parts, in 4to. the 
firft was printed at Frankfort, in the year 1597, the fecond 
and third in 1558, 2nd the fourth in 1599. HUtreatife, 

1 3 V* 
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fie diyinatione et magicis Praeftigiis, was t\ot pririlf d till afW 
, , his death, which happened at Metz the 30th of October, 

Hamkiis de * 6o2 ' Hc wrotc alfo a boo,t of Epigrams, Elegies j and 
Scriptorib. Letters* but thefe are not fo much efteemed as his bther per-" 

Rer.Roman. form ail CCS. 
torn. I.e. 76. . 

BOLTON of BOULTON, (EdmuKd) an ingenious 
Englifh antiquarian, who livc4 in the beginning of the 4 
feventeenth century. The mod confiderable work of his is 
that entitled, Nejo Cgefec* or Mpnarchie depraved, an 
hiftorical work, dedicated to the duke of Buckingham, lord- 
sidmirdl, printed at London 1624, folio. This work is 
adorned with feveral curious and valuable medals. It is di- 
vided into fifty- rive chapters, in fome of which are introduced 
cmhous remarks and observations. In the 24th and 25th 
- chapters he gives a particular account of the revolt in Britain 
againft the Romans, under the conduct of Boadicea, which 
he introduces, with a recapitulation of the affairs in Britain 
from the ftrft entrance of the Romans into this ifland under 
Julius Caefar, till the revolt in the reign of Nero. The 
battle in which Boadicea Was defeated he fuppofes to have 
been fought on Salifbury plain, between two woods, and that 
Boadicea was buried in this plain, and Stone-henge or 
Stonage erected for her monument. In chapter 36th, he 
treats of the Eaft India trade in Nero's time, which was 
then carried on by the river Nile, and from thence by cara- 
vans over land to the Red Sea, and thence to the Indian 
Ocean ; the ready coin carried yearly from Rome upon this 
account, amounting, according to Pliny's computation, to 
fcbove three hundred thoufand pounds fterling, and the ufual 
Jreturns in December or January, yielding, in clear gain, 
an hundred for one. Befldes this he wrote alfo feveral other 
ifrorks(A). 

(A) 1. The life Of king Henry it, $; Vindiciae Britannic*, or Lotf- 

In order to have been inferted in don righted by refcues and recoveries 

fepeed's Chronicle, but as he favoured of. antiquities of Britain in general* 

too touch the haughty behaviour of and of London in particular, againft 

Thomas Becket, another life was unwarrantable prejudices, and hifto- 

" wrote by t)r. Borcham. rical an Equations amongft the team* 

ft* The Element J of Armories, ed ; for the more honour and per- 

Lond* 1610, 410. petual juft ufes of the noble ifland 

3. A Poem upon the Tranftation and the city. This work was ncvef 
bf the body of Mary queen of Scots printed, though prepared by the M» 
from Peterburgh to Weftminfter Ab- thor for the prefs* 

bey ; it is entitled, Proiopopeia Baft- 6. Hypefcritica, 'of a rule of judg* 

Ilea* and is extant In manufcript in men t for writing or reading our hif- 

the Cottontail library* having never tones* This piece was published by 

4 been printed. Dr. Anthony Hall> at the end of Ni- 

4. An Engiifl), trarjfiatloh of Lu- colai trivete annaljum continuation 
this ftortt* Yftomah htftor/. Qxon. ipi%i 8 to. 

BO. 
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BOLEYN (Anne) wife of Henry VIII. king of Engfand, 
and memorable for being the caufe of tbe reformation in this 
country, was the daughter of fir Thomas Boieyn, and born in 
the year 1507. She was caried into France at feven years 
of age by Henry Vffl's filler, who w*s wife of Lewis XII: 
nor did (he return into England, when that Queen retired 
thither after the death of her hufband ; ,but ftaid in the fer- 
vice of queen Claudia, the wife of Francis I. and after the 
death of that princefs, went to the duchefs of Alenfon. The JJlJJ 1 ^ 
year of her return is not well known : fome will have it to Reform, 
have been in the year 1527, others in the year 1525. Thus vol. i. b. "• 
much is certain, that flie was maid of honour to queen Ca- 
thrine of Spain, Henry VIII's firft wife ; and that the king 
fell extremely in love with her. She behaved herfelf with fo 
much art and addrefs, that, by refufing to fatisfy the king's 
paflion, (he brought him to think of marrying her : and the 
king, deceived by her into a perfuafion, that he mould nevet 
enjoy her, unlefs he made her his wife, was induced to fet 
on foot the affair of his divorce with Catherine, which at laft 
was executed with great folemnity and form. A celebrated 
author obferves, that " That, which would have been very Bayle'« 
il praifeworthy on another occafion, was Anne Boleyn's chiefs &. art. 
u crime : fince her refufing to comply with an amorous king* Bole y n ' 
" unlefs he would divorce his wife, is a much more enor- 
" mous crime, than to have been his concubine. A concu- 
" bine, fays he, would not have dethroned a queen, nor 
<c taken her crown or her hufband from her ; whereas the 
* c crafty Anne Boieyn, by pretending to be chafte and fcru- 
4i pulous, aimed only at the ufurpation of the throne, and the 
" exclusion of Catharine of Arragon, and her daughter, from 
u all the honours due to them." 

In the mean time, Henry could not procure a divorce from 
the pope ; which, we know, made him refalve at length to 
difowJi his authority, and to fling off his yoke. NevertbeleG 
he married Anne Boieyn privately upon the 14th of Novem- 
ber 1532, without waiting any longer for a fentence from 
Rome againft his marriage with Catherine of Spain ; and, as 
foon as he perceived that his new wife was with child, he Burnet, &c 
made his marriage publick. He caufed Anne Boieyn to be 
declared queen of England on Eafter-eve 1533, aru * t0 be 
crowned the firft of June following. She was brought to 
bed, .upon the 7th of September, of a daughter, who was a£- 
terwards queen Elizabeth i and continued to be much beloved 
by tfte king, till the charms of Jane Seymour had fired thajt 
prince's heajt in the year 1536. Then his love for his wife 
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was changed into violent hatred : he believed her tO'be \Sti» 
chafte, and caufcd her to be imprifoned and tried. " She 
Burnet* &c tc was indicted of high treafon, for that (he had procured her 
c< brother and other four to lie with her, which they had 
" done often; that fhe had faid to them, that the king 
" never had her heart, and had faid to every one of them 
" by themfelves, that fhe loved him better than any perfon 
c< whatsoever, which was to the (lander of the ifliie, thaC 
** was begotten between the king- and her. And this was 
c< treafon according to the ftatute made ih the i6th year of 
•* this reign ; fo that the law* which was made for her and 
** the iffue of her marriage^ is now made ufe of to deftroy* 
™ her," She was condemned to be either burnt or beheaded ; 
and fhe underwent the latter, on the i§th of May 1536. 
The right reverend author of the Hiftdry of the Reformation 
relates fome very remarkable things of her behaviour during 
fhe time of her imprifonment, and a little before her execu- 
tion. When fhe was imprifoned, fhe is faid to have a£ted 
Very different parts ; fometimes Teeming devout and fhedding 
abundance of tears, and then all of a fudden breaking out in- 
to a loud laughter. A few hours before her death, fhe faid, 
that the executioner was Very handy ; and befides, that fhe 
had a very fmall neck : at the fame time feeling it with her 
hands, and laughing heartily. However it is agreed that fhe 
died with great refolution, taking care to fpread her gown 
about her feet, that fhe might fall with decericy ; as the poets 
have related of Polyxena, and the hiftorians of Julius Caefan 
Roman catholick writers have taken all occafions to rail 
fit this unhappy woman, as well through vexation, of the 
fchifm which fhe occafioned, as for the fake of defaming and 
difhonouring queen Elizabeth by this means; and they have 
triumphed Vehemently, that, in the long reign of that queen, 
no endeavours were ufed to juftify her mother. But eithef 
queen Elizabeth or her minifters are greatly to be admired 
for prudence in this refpeel ; fince it is certain, that Anne 
Boleyn's juftification could never have been carried on, with- 
Out difcovering many things, which muft have been extremely 
prejudicial to the queen, and have weakened her right, in* 
ftead of eftablifhing it. For though the lies and (landers of 
the papifts are in no wife to be regarded, yet many things 
might have been faid to her difadvantage, without tranfgrefc 
fing the laws of true hiftory * as, that flie was a woman' gajjr 
even to immodefty, indifcrete in the liberties fhe took, ana 
Of an irregular and licentious behaviour* 

BOLSEC 
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BOLSEC (Jerome) a proper example to Ihew the va- 
nity and futility of fame ; fince it will (hew, that fome cir- 
cumftances are fufficient to make the fate of a fcoundrel equal 
to that of the greateft men, and the rood brutifh follies as 
much refpe&ed as the fined productions of human wit. This 
man's whole merit was inventrng abominable lies and abfur- 
dities againft the firft reformers in the ftxteenth century j and 
by this means, fupplying popi{h miflionaries and monks with 
matter of invective againft them, he was often quoted, and 
became refpe&ed, bv them. 

He was a carmelite of Paris 5 who, having preached fome- 
What freely in St. Bartholomew's church, forfook his order, 
land fled into Italy to Renata of France, duchefs of Ferrara : the 
common fanftuary of thofe who were perfecuted for the new 
opinions. He fet up for a phyfician, and married : but foon B«a invam 
after did fomething or other, for which he was expelled. He Calvini ' 
fet up afterwards in Geneva as a phyfician ; but finding that 
he did not fucceed to his wifhes in that profeflion, he went 
over to diviniiy. At firft he dogmatized privately on the 
myftery of predeftination, according to to the principles of 
Pelagius ; and afterwards had the boldnefs to make a public): 
difcourfe againft the received opinion. Upon this, Calvin 
went to fee him, and ccn Cured him mildly. Then he fent for 
him to his houfe, and endeavoured to reclaim him from his 
error : but this did not hinder Bolfec from delivering in pub- 
lick an infulting difcourfe againft the decree of eternal pre- 
deftination. Calvin was among his auditors: but hiding 
himfelf in the crowd, was not feen by Bolfec, which made 
him the bolder. As foon as Bolfec had ended his fermon, 
Calvin Rood up, and confuted all he had been faying. * 4 He IW *» 
*' anfwered, overfet, and confounded him, fays Beza, with 
" fo many teftimonies from the word of God, with fo many 
« c paflages, chiefly from St. Auguftine, in fhort, with fo many 
tc folid arguments, that every body was miferably afhamed 
•* for him, except the brazen-faced monk himfelf." This 
was not all : a magi ft rate, who was prefent in that aflembly, 
called him a feditious fellow, and fent him to prifon. The 
caufe was difcuffed very fully ; and at laft, with the advice of 
the Swifs churches, the fenate of Geneva declared Bolfec 
convi&ed of fedition and Pelagianifm j and as fuch banifhed 
him from the territory of the Republick, on pain of being 
whipped) if he fhould return thither. This was done upon 
tne 23d of December 1551. He. retired into a neighbouring 
place, Which depended on the canton of Bern, and raifed a 
great deal of difturbancc there* He boldly accufed Calvin of 
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making God the author of fin. Calvin, to prevent the im- 
preflions which fuch complaints might make upon the gen- 
tlemen of Bern, caufed himfelf to be deputed to them, and 
pleaded his caufe before them. He was fo fortunate, that 
though he could not get a determination upon his do&rine, 
whether it was true or falfe, yet Bolfec was ordered to quit 
the country. 

.He returned into France, and applied himfelf to the pro- 
teftants ; firft at Paris, afterwards at Orleans. He (hewed a 
great defire to be promoted to the miniftry, and to be recon- 
ciled to the church of Geneva : but the perfecution that axofe 
againft the proteftants, made him refolve to take up his firft 
religion, and the practice of phyfick. He went and fettled at 
Autun, and proftituted his wife to the canons of that place ; 
and, to ingratiate himfelf the more with the papifts, exerted a 
moft flaming zeal againft the reformed. He changed his ha- 
bitation often : he lived at Lyons in the year 1582, as, ap- 
pears by the title of a book, which he caufed to be printed 
then at Paris againft Beza. He died not long after : for he 
was not livingin the year 1585. The book juft mentioned 
is intitled, " T he Hiftory of the Life, Doctrine, and Beha- 
cc viour of Theodorus Beza, called the fpectable great*mi- 
" nifter of Geneva.*' This was preceded by the fct Hiftory 
<c of the Life, Actions, Do&rine, Conftancy, and Death of 
*« John Calvin, heretofore minifter of Geneva;" which was 
printed at Lyons in the year 1577. Both thefe hiftories are 
altogether unworthy of credit, as well becaufe they arc writ- 
ten by an author full of refentment, as becaufe they con- 
tain fafts notorioufly falfe. For what (hall we think of an 
hiftorian, who has the effrontery to fay, that Calvin was con- 
victed of the fin againft nature at Noyon, and condemned 
only to be branded with the Flower de Luce, his bifhop hav- 
ing interceded for the moderating his punifhment? This 
ftory was publifhed in 1577, which was forty-three years after 
Calvin left Noyon. Calvin, in open war with all the monies 
and ecclefiafticks, always with fword in hand either to at- 
tack them, or to defend himfelf; Calvin, who occafioned 
fuch irreparable lofles to the church of Rome, was not a man 
in whofe favour the fentence of the Flower de Luce would 
have been fuppreffed for forty-three years together. Imme- 
diately, on the beginning of his miniftry at Geneva, it would 
have been pubfifhed in the moft authentick and legal form ; 
it would have been translated into alManguages, and pofted 
up at every corner of the (beets* Yet Bolfec bai told this, 
3 , ' and 
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and many other lies equally obvious : for which, though the 
tneaneft and moft worthlefs fellow in the world) he haa found 
a party to honour and cry him up. 

BONA (John) a cardinal, famous for his piety and his 
learning, was defcended from an antient and noble family, 
and born at Mondovi, a town in Piedmont, upon the 10th of 
O&ober 1 609. He was devoted to folitude, and had a con- 
tempt of the world from his infancy* At fifteen years of age, 
he betook himfelf to a monaftery near Pignerol, belonging to 
the begging friars of the order of St. Bernard ; and in the 
year 1651, he was made general of his order. Cardinal 
Fabio Chigi, who was Bona's great friend, and in the year 
1655 chofen pope under the name of Alexander VII. would 
have had him to have continued in this office, and ufed fome 
means to prevail with him : but Bona prefled fo earneftly to 
be difcharged, that the pope at length fuffered him to refign 
it. He did it however upon this condition, that Bona fhould 
not depart from Rome ; and in order to reconcile him tb it, 
gave him feveral confiderable places. Clement IX. continued 
him in thefe places, conferred upon him new ones, and made 
a cardinal of him in November 1669. This pontiff dying 
foon after, many people wifhed, that Bona might fucceed 
him in the holy fee : and a certain jefuit made the following 
epigram upon the occaiion ; 

Grammatical leges plerumque eccleda fpernits 

Forte erit, ut Jiceat dicere Bona papa. 
Van a folsecifroi ne te conturbet imago : 

Effet papa bonus, fi Bona papa foret. 

The learned know, that thefe lines cannot be tranflated t 
and therefore, wfe hope, the Englifh reader will excufe it. 
In the mean time Bona was not eleded pope ; which how- 
ever could be no mortification to a man, fo wholly given up 
to ftudy and devotion as he was, He was a very learned 
man $ held a correfpondence with moft of the literati in Eu- 
rope, and was fometiipes at the pains of revifing and correct- 
ing their works. He was the author of feveral things him- 
felf, chiefly written in the devotional way : as, De Divina 
Pfalmodia, Manudu&io ad Caelum, Via compendij ad Deum» 
De rebus Liturgicis, De difcretione Spirituum, De difcretione 
vita Chriftianae, &c. His works have been much efteemed, 
and tranflated moft of them into French* Bona died, with 
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the fame tranquillity and piety that he had lived, upon the 
27 th of O&ober 1674, aged fixty-five years. 

BONAVENTURE (John Fidadza) a celebrated doc- 
tor, cardinal, and faint of the church of Rome, was horn at 
Balnea Rigra, a fmall town in Tufcany, in the year 1221. 
He was admitted into the order of St. Francis, about the year 
1243 ; and ftudied divinity at the univerfity of Paris, it is faid, 
with fo much fuccefs, that at the end of feven years he was 
thought worthy to read publick Iedtures upon the fentences. 
He was created do&or in 1255, and the year after appointed 
general of his order. He governed with fo much zeal and 
prudence, that he perfe&Iy reftored the difcipline of it, which 
had been greatly neglected. Pope Clement IV. nominated 
him to the archbiflioprick of York in England ; but Bona- 
' venture refufed it with the fame earneftnefs, that others ufu- 
ally feek fuch fort of things. After the death of Clement, 
the fee of Rome lay vacant almoft three years, the cardinals 
not being able to agree among themfelves, who fhould be 
pope. They came at length, however, to a moll folemn en- 
gagement, to leave the choice to Bonaventure ; and to ele£t 
whoever he fhould name, though it fhould be even himfelf. 
Bonaventure named Theobald, archdeacon of Liege, who was 
at that time in the Holy Land, and who took the title of 
Gregory X. By this pope he was made a cardinal and bHbop 
of Alba ; and appointed to affift at a general council, which 
was held at Lyons foon after. He died there upon the 1 5th 
of July 1274, and was magnificently and honourably con- 
duced to his grave, the pope and the whole council attending, 
and the cardinal Peter of Tarantais, afterwards pope Inno- 
cent V. making his funeral oration. Sixtus IV. made a faint 
"of him in the year 1482; and Sixtus V. a doclor in 1588. 
Bellarmine has pronounced Bonaventure a perfon dear to God 
and men ; which is nothing near to be wondered at fo much, 
as to hear Luther call him vir praeftantiffimus, a mod excel- 
lent man. His works were printed at Rome in 1588, in 
* eight volumes in folio. Excepting his commentary upon the 
matter of the fentences, they are chiefly "upon pious and myf- 
tical fubje&s, and have gained him the name of the Seraphic , 
Doclor. Moreri fays, that in the fixteenth century, when 
the Hugonots made themfelves matters of Lyons, they took 
up the bones of this faint, and burned them. He adds, upon 
the authority of tradition, that neverthelefs his head fome how 
or other eicaped their fachlegious hands $ and that it is pre- 

ferved 


BOND. 

ferved by the religious of his order in that town to this day, 
as a relick moil precious and of inefti enable value. 

Bon a venture of Padua, a cardinal and very learned 
man, was born in that city upon the 2 2d of June 1332, and 
descended from a noble and illuftrious family. He ftudied 
divinity at Paris, where he diftinguiihed himfelf by his un- 
common parts and application. He was of the order of St. 
Auguftin, of which he was made general in May 1377. 
Pope Urban VI. gave him a cardinal's cap the year after | 
which engaging him to (land up for the rights of the church 
again ft Francis de Carrario of Padua, that petty monarch 
contrived to have him murdered. He was difpatched with 
the fhot of an arrow, as he was pafllng St. Angelo's bridge 
at Rome, in the.year 1386; and the manner of his death 
gave occafion to the following Latin diftich, which cannot 
be tranflated fo as to be intelligible to an Englifh reader. 

' % Quae bona tarn cupide ccelo ventura rogabas, 
In te livoris miffa fagitta-dedit. 

He was the author of feveral works : as, " Commentaries 
" upon the Epiftles of St. John and St. James, Lives of the 
" Saints, Sermons, Speculum Mariae, &c." He had a very 
clofe and intimate friend fhip with the • celebrated Petrarch, 
whofe funeral oration he pronounced in the year 1369. 

BOND (John) a celebrated commentator and gramma- 
rian, born in Somerfetfhire in the year 1550. He was edu- 
cated at Wincbefter fchool, and in 1569 was entered a ftu- 
dent at New College in the univerfity of Oxford, where he 
became highly efteemed for his proficiency in academical 
learning. In 1579 ne too ' c n ' s degree of mafter of arts, and 
foon after the. warden and fellows of his college appointed 
him mafter of the free -fchool of Taunton in v s omerfetuYire. 
Here he continued many years, and feveral of his fcholars 
became eminent both in church and ftate. Being at length, Wood's 
however, tired with the fatigue of this irkfome employment, Athciue 
he turned his thoughts to the ftudy of phyfick, and pradtifed xon * 
it with great reputation. He died at Taunton the 3d of Au- 
guft 1 61 2, and was buried in the chancel of the church, with 
the following epitaph over his grave : 

Qui medicus doftus, prudentis nomine clarus, 
Eloquii fplendor, pieridumque decus, 
Virtutis cultor, pietatis vixit amicus, 
Hie jacet in tumulo ; fpirituj alta tenet, 
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Mr. Bond ha* left " Annqtationes in Poemata Quint?! 
Horatii," Loud. t6o6, 8vo. Haft. 1621, 8vo. His Perfius 
was not printed till two years after his death, in 8vo. under 
the following title, « Aufi Pferfit Flaeci Satyr* fex com poft- 
** humis commentariis Johatmis' BondV* Mr. Wood is of 
©pinion, that befides thefe, he wrote ftvcral other pieces 
which were never pubfifhed. 

■ 

BONET (TfttoratLvr) a fiurtotfs pfhyfical writer, born 
it Geneva the 5th of March 1626. He took his degree in 
phyfic in 1643, after he had gone through moft of the famous 
univerfities. He was for fome time phyfician to the duke of 
Longueville, and his fkiil in his profeffibn got him confider- 
able praftice ; but being feized with an exeeffive deafneft, 
this obliged him to retire from bufintfs. It wa* in this re- 
tirement that he found leifure to colled all the obfervations 
he had made during a praflice of forty yerfrs. 1. The firft 
work he publifhed was his" Pharos Medicorurn, Sic." It 
confifts of practical cautions extracted chiefly from the works 
of William Ballonius j and he takes notice of many errors 
which prevailed amongft the generality of phyficians. This 
work having become fcarce, he gave another edition of it 
with many additions. It was alfo printed at Geneva in 1687, 
under the title of " Labyrinthi Medici Extricati, &c." 2. In 
1675 he publHhed his c * Prodromus Anatomise pra&i&e fivd 
de abditis morborum caufis, &c." This piece is part of the 
following, entitled, 3. ** Sepulch return five anatomta prac- 
tica ex cadaveribus morbo denatis/' Hie hath colleded in 
this work a great number of curious obfervations upon the 
difeafes of the head, breaft, belly, and other parts of the body. 
4. « Mercurius Comprtalius, five index medico prafticus per 
decifiones, cautiones, &c." Geneva, 1682, fol. 5. " Me- 
dicina Septentrionalis collatitia." Geiieva, fol. in two vo- 
lumes, the firft publifhed in 1684, and the fecorid in 1 686. 
It is a collection of the beft affd moft remarkable obferva- 
tions in phyfic which had been made in England, Germany 
and Denmark, which our author has reduced into certain 
heads, according to every part of the human body. 6. * f Po- 
lyalthes, five Thefaurus MediCa Pradticus ex quibuslibet rej 
mediae fcriptorrbus congeftus, &c." Geneva, 1691, in fol. 
3 vols. 7. * 4 Theodori Turqueri de maerne Tra&atus dc 
Arthritide, una cum ejtftieta aliquot confiliis. 1 ' ' & " Ja- 
cobi Rohaultii Tra&atus Phyfirtus e Gallico in Latinum vtf> 
fus." Geneva, 1675, 8vo, 

Dr. Bonet died of a dropfv the 29th of March, 168CL 
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BONFADIUS (jAMEs)one of the moftpolite writers of the 
fixteenth century, was born in Italy near the lake di Garda ; 
but we do not know in what year. He was three years fe- 
cretary to cardinal Bari at Rome j but loft the fruits of hia 
fervices by the death of his mailer. Then he went to cardi- 
nal Glirfucci, and ferved him in the fame capacity; but long 
ficknefs made him incapable of that employment. When he 
was recovered, he found himfelf fo difgufted with the court, 
that he refolved to feek his fortune by other means. He 
continued a good while in the kingdom of Naples, but could 
fpring no game there. He went afterwards to Padua, and 
then to Genoa ; where he read publick ledures on Ariftotle's 
Politicks. He, was ordered to read fome likewife upon his 
Rhetorick ; and, fucceeding well in it, many fcholars flocked 
to learn good literature from him. His reputation increafcd 
daily, fo that the republick of Genoa made him their hifto- 
riographer, and aifigned him a very good penfion for that 
office. He applied himfelf Jaborioufly to compofe the annals 
of that date, and publifhed the five firft books ; by which, 
fpeaking too freely and too fatirically of fome families, he 
created himfelf enemies, who refolved to ruin him. They 
caufed it to be laid to his charge, that, inftigated by an in- 
ordinate paflion for a very handfome youth, his fcholar, he 
gratified his unnatural inclinations with him : and there be- 
ing, witnefles to convidt him of it, he was condemned to be 
burnt. Some have fufpe&ed Bonfadius to have been inno- 
cent > and that the fole caufe of his perfecution was the free-* 
doro of his pen. But that does not feem to have been the 
cafe. The generality of writers have agreed, that Bonfadius 
was actually guilty of the crime he was accufed of; yet are 
of opinion, that he had never been accufed of it, If he had 
not given offence by fomething elfe. It is remarkable, that 
the famous Boccalini has blamed Bonfadius for his -folly and Boccalin. 
iihprtidence, in touching the characters of potent families, ^ a pf"n^J 
and has made him to be juftly puntfhed on that account. cent. i.e. j£ 
But, as Mr. Bayle well obferves, a man knows the maxims 
of prudence better, than he can pradife.thera : for it is uni- 
versally believed., tbat Boccalini himfelf loft his life for. 
having fpoken too freely againft Spain. 

Bonfadius was executed in the year 1560. Upon the day 
of his execution, he wrote a note to John Baptift Grimaldi,.. 
tQ teftify his gratitude to the perfons who had endeavoured to ' 
fejve him : .and prOmifed to inform them, how he found him- 
felf in the other. world, if it could be done without frighten- . 
ing^them. Such promifes have been often made; but we 
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never heard that any of them were performed. He recommen- 
ded to them his nephew Bonfadius* who is perhaps the Peter 
Banfadius, author of fom£ verfes extant in the " Gareggia- 
raento poetico del confufo Academico ordito." It is a coN 
legion of verfes divided . into eight parts, and printed at Ve- 
nice in the year 1611. There are extant fome fpeeches, 
letters, Latin and Italian poems, of James Bonfadius, the 
fubjeft of this article. 

BONFINIUS (Anthony) a hiftorian of the fifteenth 
century, born at Afcoli in Italy. Mathias Corvin, king of 
Hungary, having heard of his fame, fent for him to his court. 
Bonfinius paid his refpe&s to him at Rees, a few days before 
that prince made his public entry into Vienna. At his firft 
Berom Un- au dience, as he himfelf tells us, he prefented him with his 
frac. tranflations of Hermogenes and Herodian, and his genealogy 

dec iv. 1*7. f the Corvins, which he dedicated to his majefty ; and two 
other works addrefled to the queen, one of which treated of 
virginity and conjugal chaftity, and the other a hiftory of 
Afcoli. He had dedicated alfo a little colle&ion of epigrams 
to the young prince John Corvin, to which there is added a 
preface. The king read his pieces with great pleafure, and 
diftributed them among his courtiers in high terms of appro- 
bation. He would not allow Bonfinius to return to Italy, but 
. detained him with a good penfion, being defirous that he fhould 
follow him in his army. He employed him to write the hif-^ 
tory of the Huns, and Bonfidius accordingly fet about it before 
the death of this prince ; but it was by order of king Ula-p 
diflaus that he wrote the general hiftory of Hungary. He 
has carried it down to the year 1 495. The original of this 
work was put into the library of Buda, but was never pub- 
lifted. In 1 5 4.3 one Martin Brenner publifhed thirty books 
of this work from an imperfect copy. The whole work con- 
fided of forty-five books, which Sanbucus publifhed in 1568, 
revifed and collated with the beft copies. 

Bonfinius is fuppofed to have died in Hungary. 

BONGARS (James) a learned man of the fixteenth cen- 
tury, was born at Orleans in the year 1554 ; and ftudied at 
Strafburg in 1571, where he had an anabaptift for his tutor : 
for he was of the protectant religion. In 1576, he ftudied the 
civil law under the celebrated Cujacius ; neverthelefs he fol- 
lowed the prevailing tafte of thofe times, which was critical 
learning ; and though, fays Mr. Bayle, he went not fo far as 
the Lipfius's and Cafaubon's, yet he acquired great reputation. 
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t>y it, and perhaps would have equalled them in it, if he* 
could have devoted himfelf wholly to it, as they did. But 
ftate- affairs did not permit him. He was employed, near 
thirty years, in the moft important negotiations of Henry IV. 
for whom he was feveral times refident with the princes of 
Germany, and afterwards embaffador. However, he publifh- 
W a good edition of Juftin at Paris, 1581, in 8vo. where he 
fliewed his fagacity, his learning, his care in confulting good 
rnariufcriprs by the many corrupted pafTages that he reftored, 
and the many difficulties that he cleared in the notes. He 
had a vaft knowledge of books, both manufcript and printed; 
and made a very great collection of them. Befides an edi- 
tion of Juftin, he was the author- of other productions ; 
which, if they did not fhew his learning fo much, have fpread 
his fame a great deal more. Thuanus highly commend* an 
anfwer, which he publifhed in Germany to a piece, wherein 
the bad fuccefs of the expedition of the year 1587, was im- 
puted to the French, who accompanied the Germans. 4C James J huanu * 
c * Bongars, fays the extellent hiftorian, a young man or^reat*p C " utus * 
genius and learning, and zealous for the honour of the 
French, who was charged with the affairs of Navarre 
there, getting a copy of the piece from his friend, replied 
in an extemporary, but fliining, anfwer," &c. 
This anfwer, however, though never fo glorious to Bori* 
gars, is nothing, compared to that which he made to a bull 
of pope Sixtus V. againft Henry IV. and which he had the 
courage to poft up in Rome. But this action of Bongars* 
depending folely on the teflimony of Varillas, and not being 
mentioned by Thuanus, Mezeray, or any hiftorian of credit, 
is generally rejected as fabulous : and with reafon, fince it 
is not eafy to conceive, how fo extraordinary an affair could 
pafs unnoticed by them. The world is indebted to Bongars 
for the publication of feveral authors, who wrote the hiftory 
of the expeditions into Paleftine. That work is intitletf, 
" Gefta dei per Francos;" and was printed at Hanaw in 
1 61 1, in two volumes folio. There are letters of Bongars, 
wrote during his employments, which are much efteemed ; 
and upon which Mr. Bayle has the following note. " Though 
" he did not, like Bembo and Manucius, reject all terms 
" that are not in the beft Roman authors, yet his ftile is fine, 
" clear, polite, and full of natural charms, His letters 
" were tranflated, when the dauphin began to learn the 
" Latin language ; and it appears by the epiftle dedicatory 
<c to that young prince, and by the translator's preface, that 
" nothing was thought more proper for a fcholar of quality, 
Vol, II, S « than 
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M-tkan to read this work of Bongars : becaufe by reading it, 
<' a man learns at the fame time to cxprefs himfelf in noble 
" terms about ftate-affairs, and to judge well of the conduft 
- *' of an embaflador. Not only words and phrafes are to be 
<c learnt by it, but alfo the courfe of affairs of thofe times; 
<( and many particular facts, which ft ill have fome relation 
44 to the prefent time, and may be of greater ufe, than sfl^ 
cc thing to be found in Cicero's letters." 

Bongars died at Paris in 1612, when he was fifty-eight 

years of age : and the learned Caufabon, whofe letters fhew 

that he was extremely obliged to him, and that he efteemed 

Ipift. 698. liim much, laments in one of them, that " the funeral ho- 

•dit. 1656. <c nours, which were due to his great merit, -and which he 

4C would infallibly have received from the learned in Ger- 

€t many, were not yet paid him at Paris." Mr* Bayle thinks, 

that Bongars was never married : yet tells us, that he was to 

have been, in the year 1597, to a French lady, who had the 

misfortune to die upon the very day appointed for the wed- 

^ding, after a courtfhip of near fix years. This Bongars 

fpeaks of in his letters ; from which we learn alfo, that he 

was extraordinarily afflicted at it. • 

BONNER (Edmund) bilhop of London in the fixteenth 
century, born at Hanley in Worcefterfhire. In 1512, he, 
Strypt's was entered at Broadgate-hall m Oxford, now Pembroke 
Ann. of the college. Cn the 12th of June he was admitted batch el or of 
Reform. t jj C canollj an d the day following batchelor of the civil law. 
17*5. Vol* ' He entered into holy orders about the fame time ; and on the 
P'575; 12th of July 1525, was created doctor of the canon law. 
Fa^'l i ^ e was a man °^ earnm g' but diftinguifhed himfelf chiefly 
col. »7. * ' by his fkill and dexterity in the management of affairs. This 
made him be taken notice of by cardinal Wolfey, who appoint- 
ed him his com miliary for the facultfes : and he was with this 
prelate at Cawood, when he was arretted of high treafon. He 
enjoyed at once the livings of Blaydon and Cherry Burton in 
Yorkshire, Ripple in Worcefterfhire, Eaft Dereham in Nor- 
wood*! \ folk, and the prebend of Chifwick in the cathedral church 
Athens, of St. Paul : butthelaft he refigned in 1539, and EaftDere- 
«dit. 172 1. j ]am j n j r 40# jj e was inftalled archdeacon of Lelceftcr 

vol. 1. ,~ . J ^ 

C0I.J7. October 17, 1535. 

After the cardinal's death, he got into the good graces of 
king HenryVIII. who appointed him one of his chaplains ; 
and he was a great promoter of the king's divorce from queen 
- Catherine of Spain, and was of great ufe to his majefty in 
it;d. abrogating the pope's fupremacy. He was alfo in high fa- 

vour 

* • * 
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y&ur with lord Cromwell, fecretary of Hate, by whofe re- 
commendation be was employed as ambafiador at feveral 
courts (a), /n 1532, he was Tent to Rome, along with fir 
£dward Karne, to excufe king Henry's perfonal appear- 
ance, upon the pope's citation. In 1533* he was fent 
ag}in to Rome to pope Clement VIL then at Marfeilles, 
upon the excommunication decreed againft king Henry VIIL 
on account of his divorce j to deliver that king's appeal from 
the, pope to the next general council. He executed the or* 
der of his matter in this affair with fo much vehemence and 
fury, that the pope talked of throwing him into a caldron of 
jnelted lead j whereupon he thought proper to make his 
efcape. He was employed likewife in other embaffies to the Burnett 
kings of Denmark and France, and the emperor of Ger- J?? 
many. In 1538, being then ambaflador 1 in France, he was V oLi. ad 
nominated to the bjfliopric of Hereford, November 27 j but «**«• x 6Sf, 
•before confecration he was tranflated to London. p * X1# * 

At the time of the king's death in 1547, Bonner was am* 
ba&ador with the emperor Charles V. and though during 
Henry's reign he appeared fo zealous againft the pope, and 
had concurred in all the fteps taken to bring about a re- Fox, ibid. 
.formation, yet this teems to have been owing to his ambi- 
tion, becauie he knew it to be the readieft Way to prefer- 
ment ; but he was a papift in his heart, as became evident from 
his fubfequent condudt. On the ift of September, 1547* not 

(a) It wm to him he chiefly owed " to bene my true hart again onto 
his preferments and dignities, as he " yo,ur lordfhippe* and alfo remem- 
-acknowledges in the following letter " bring fuche kindnes, to do unto 
to that lord, written from Blois in " the fame all Aich fervice and pica- 
France, id September 1538. " My " fure as might then lie in my fmal 
" very Angular, efpecial good lord, " power to do. But whereof your 
" as one moil bounden, I moft hum- " infinite and inellimable goodnefs, 
" bly commende me unto your ho-- " it hath further liked you of late, 
" nourable good lordrtiip. And " fir ft to advance me unto the office 
" whereas in times pafled it hatb " of legation from fuch a prince at 






liked the fame without any my " my foveraigne lord is, unto the 
defertes or merites, even only of " emperor and French king, and 
" your lingular ex ceding goodnes, to " next after to procure and obtayne 
*' beftow a great deale of love, be- " mine advauncement to fo honou- 
w nevoience, and good affection up- " rable a promotion as the by (hop- 
on me fo poore a man, and of fo " rike of Herreford : I muft hem 
fmali qualities, cxpreflmg indeede " knowledge the exceeding great- 
" fondry ways the good cffe&es " nes of your lordfliippes benefits, 
" thereof to my great preferment $ " with mine own imbecillitie to re- 
" I was very much bounde thereby " compete it.** John Foxe's Acre 
" unto your honourable good lord- and Monuments! edit. 1383, vol. ii* 
" ftii|Jpe, and thought it always p io3f , 
" my duety (as Indeed it was) both 

S a many 
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many months after the acceflion of king Edward VI. h* 
fcrupled to take an oath, to renounce and deny the bifhop of 
Rome, and to fwear obedience to the king, and entered a 
proteftation againft the king's injunctions and homilies. For 
Ibid. x ^ xs behaviour he was committed to the Fleet ; but having 

p. 1309. Submitted and recanted his proteftation, was releafed. He now 
indeed complied outwardly wirh the fteps taken to advance- the 
reformation, but ufed privately all means in his power to ob- 
ftruft it. After the lord Thomas Seymour's death, he appear- 
ed greatly remifs in putting the court's orders in execution, 
particularly that relating to the u r e of the Common-prayer 
book ; for which he was feverely reproved by the privy 
council £b). fie feemed thereupon to redouble his diligence b 
but (till through his remiflhefs in preaching, and his conni- 
vance at the mafs in feveral places, many people in his dio* 
cefe. being ©bferved to withdraw from the divine fervice and 
• communion, he was accufcd of negleft in the execution ©f 
the king's orders. He was fummoned before the privy coun- 
cil on the nth of Auguft, when after a reproof for his negli- 
gence, he was enjoined to preach the Sunday three weeks 
after at Paul's crofs, on certain articles delivered to him (c); 

-and 

(b) In a letter they writ to him " be occafioned thereby to fee other- 
July a 3, 1 549, wherein among other . " wyfe to the redretfe of thefe. thing* , 
things they teJl him,— That "one " whereof we would be fory. And 
uniforme order for common prayer " therefore we do eftfoones charge 
" and administration of the facra- " and coiftmaund you upon your al- 
<* mcnts having been fet forth, where- " legiance, to loke well upon your 
*' by much idolatry, vayne fuperiU- " duety herein, as ye tender our 
4t tion, and great and flanderous " pleafure.*' Fox, a 3 above, p, 130 3. 
41 abufes be taken away ; jt was no (c) They were as follow: r.That 
fmall occafion of forrow to them, all fuch as rebell againft their prince*, 
to under/land by the complaints get unto them damnation 5 and thofe 
of many, that the faid book re- that refift the higher power, refift the 
*' mained, in many plates of the ordinaunces of God ; and he that 
" realm, either not known at all, or dieth therefore in rebellion, by the 
*' not ufed, or at the leait very fel- woorde of Gode is utterly damned, 
4t dom, and in a light and irreve- and fo loofeth bodye and foule. And 
*' rent manner. The fault whereof therefore thofe rebelles in Devon (hi re 
" (add trey) we muft impute to and Cornwall, in Northfolke orelfe- 
" you, and* others of your voca- where, who take upon them to af- 
" tion.** In the conclusion they femble a power and force againft 
tell him—" If we frail hereafter their king and prince, againft the 
(thefe our letters and command- laws and ftatutes of the realme, and 
rr.ents notwithstanding) have eft- goe about to fubverte the ftate and 
" foones complaint, and find the like order of the commonwealth, not 
" faults, in your diocefe, we mall onely do deferve death, as traytors 
" have juft caufe to impute the fault and rebels, but do accumulate to 
" thereof, and cf all that enfue there- themfekves- eternal damnation* even 

" of, unto you 3 and confequesttJy to be in the burning fire of hell, with 

Lucifer 
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and alfo to preach there once a quarter for the future, and be 
prefent at every fermon preached there, and to celebrate the 
communion in that chu/ch on all the principal feafts : and to 
abide and keep refid^nce in his houfe in London, till he had 
licence from the council to depart elfe where. On the day Ib « P* f 3 c 4> 
appointed for his preaching, he delivered a fermon to a croud* I3 ° 5 ' 
ed audience on the points afligned to him. But he entirely 
omitted the laft article, the king's royal power being of no 
lefs authority or force in his youth, than was that of any 
of his predeceflbrs ; and therefore that all his fubje&s were as . 
much bound to obey him, as if he had been thirty or forty 
years old. For this contempt, he was complained of to the 
king by John Hooper, afterwards bifhop of Worcefter: 

Lucifer the father and firft author of nowe is made nought ; as Saule's 
pride, difobedience, and rebellion, facrifice, Chore, Datban, and Abiron, 
what pretence foever they have, and and Aaron's two children were. But 
what mafTes or holy-water foever who that joineth to devotion obe- 
they pretende, or go about to make die nee, he winneth the garland. For 
among themfelves, as Chore, Da- elfe it is a zeale fed non ftcundum 
than, and Abiron, for rebellion a- fcientiam, a wil, defire, zeale and de- 
gainft Mofes, were fwallowed down votion, but not after wifedome ; 
alive into hell, although they pre- that is a foolifhe devotion, which can 
tended to facrifice unto God. require no thankes or praife. And 
2. Likewise in the order of the yet agayne, where ye obey, ye mud 
cburche and externe rites and cere- have devotion $ for God requireth 
monies of divine fervice, far fo muche the heart more than the outward do- 
as God requireth humility of hearts, ings ; and therfore who that taketh • - 
innocence of living, knowledge of the communion, or faith or heareth 
him, charity and love to our neigh- the fervice appointed by the king's 
hours, and obedience to his worde majeftie, muft bring devotion and 
and to his minifters and fuperioure inward prayer with him, or els his 
powers, thefe we mud bring to all praiers are but vaine ; lacking that 
our prayers, to aU our fervice ; and whyche God requireth, that is, the 
this is the facrifice that Chrift re- heart and minde to pray to him. 
quireth, and thefe be thofe that makes 3. Further ye (hal for example, on 
all thinges pleafaunt unto God. The Sonday come feventh night aftCr the ' 
externe rites and ceremonies be but aforefaid date, celebrate the commu- , 
exercifes of our religion, and ap- nion at Paules church, 
poin table by fuperior powers, in cho- 4. Ye mall alfo fet foorth in your 
fing whereof we mud obey the ma- fermon, that our authoritie of royal 
gift rates ; the whyche things alfo we power is (as ef truth it is) of noleife - 
io fee ever hath beene and (hal be authoritie and force in this our young 
(as the time and place is) divers, and age, (hen rs, or was of any of our p re- 
yet al hath pleafed God fo long as decefibrs, though the fame were much 
thefe before fpoken inwarde things elder, as may appeare by example of 
be there. If any man fhall ufe the Jofias, and other young kings in 
old rites, and therefore difebey the fcripture ; and therefore all our fub- 
fuperior power, the devotion of his jecles to be no lefs bound to the obc- 
ceremonies is made nought by his dience of our preceptes, la we? and 
difobedience ; fo that, which els (fo fiaiutes, than if we were of thirty or 
long as the law did fb ftand) might forty years of age. Fox.ib.p. 1310, 
be good, by pride and difobedience 1311* 
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whereupon archbiftiop Cranmer, bilhop Ridley, fir William 
Petre,and fir Thomas Smith, fecretaries of ftate, and William 
May, L. L. D. and dean of St. Paul's, were appointed com- 
miffioners to proceed again ft him. He appeared befote 
them September jo, 13, 16, 18, 20, 23, and OAober the 
lit ; and after a long trial, was committed to the Marfhalfea; 
and towards the end of O&ober, deprived of his biihopric. 
On the acceflion of queen Mary, Bonner had an oppor- 
tunity of (hewing htmfelf in his proper colours j he was 
reftored to his biihopric, by a commiffion read in St. Paul's 
cathedral, the 5th of September 1553. In 1554, he was 
made vicegerent, and prefident of the convocation, in the 
room of archbifhop Cranmer, who was committed to the 
Foxe, p. Tower, The fame year, he vifited his diocefe, in order to 
1416. root up all the feeds of the reformation, and behaved in 
the moil furious and extravagant manner ; at Hadham, be 
was exceffively angry becaufe the bells did not ring at his 
coming, that the rood loft was not decked, nor the fy- 
crament hanged up> He fwore and raged in the church at 
Dr. Brickct', the reftor, and calling him knave and here- 
tic, went to ftrike at him ; but the blow fell upon fir Tho- 
Ib. p. 1474. m as Jofcelyn's ear, and almoft (tunned him. He fet up the 
mafs again at St. Paul's, before the a& for reftoring it was 
pafled. The fame year, he was in commifHon to turn out 
forpe of the reformed bifhops. In the year 1555, and the 
three following years, he was the occafion of feveral hun- 
dreds of innocent perfons being put to death/ for their firm 
adherence to the proteftant religion. On the 14th of February 
1555-6, he came to Oxford (with Thirlby bifhop of Ely) to 
degrade archbifhop Cranmer, whom he ufed with great info- 
lence. The 29th of December following, he was put into a 
commiffion to fearch and raze all regifters, records containing 
profeffions againft the pope, fcrutinies taken in religious 
Burner, as houfes, &c And the 8th of February 1556-7, he was alio 
above, p. put in another commiffion, or kind of inquiiition, for fearch- 
34 1 ' ing after and punifhing all heretics. 

Upon queen Elizabeth's acctflion things took a different 
turn : Bonner went to. meet her at Highgate, with the reft of 
the bilhops ; but (he looked on him as a man ftained with 
blood, and therefore could (hew him no mark of her favour, 
For fome months he remained unmolefted j but being called 
before the privy-council on the 30th of May 1559, he refufed 
to take the oath of allegiance and fupremacy. For this feafon 
lie was deprived a feconcftime of his biihopric the 29th of Juno 

following, 
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following^ and committed to tke Marihalfea. Tn pursuance Wood, ubi 
of the itatute 5 EJiz. chap t. the oath of fuprcmacy being fupra, col. 
again tendered to him, he was, upon his refilling to take it, l6 °* 
indi&ed of a premunire. 

After having lived in confinement (bine years, he died Sep* 
tember the 5th, 1569. Three days after he was buried at 
midnight, it St. George's church-yard in Southward, to pre- 
vent any difturbances that might have been made by the ci- 
tizens, who hated him extremely. Bonner was certainly a 
violent, furious, and paffionate man, and extremely cruel in 
his nature ; and his perfon being very fat and corpulent, this 
made one fay of him, that he was full of guts but empty 
of bowels. He was a great matter of the canon law, being Fox, ib« 
excelled in that. faculty by very few of his time; and alfo 
was well (killed in politics. Several pieces were published 
under his name (d). 

(d) They are at follow. (about preaching) with the name* of 

1 • Preface to the Oration of Ste- books prohibited, 

pben Gardiner, bifliop of Winchefter, 7. Letter to Mr. Lech mo re. 

concerning true obedience. Printed 8. Refponfum&Exhortatio. Lond. 

at London, in Latin, 1534, i<35> >553> *vo. Anfwer and Exhorta- 

and at Hamburgh in 1536, 8vo. tion to the clergy in praife of prieft- 

Tranflated into Engliih by Michael hood j fpoken by the author in St* 

Wood, a zealous proteftant, with a Paul** cathedral. Lon. 16th O&ober 

bitter preface to the reader, and a 1553, after a fermon preached before 

poftfeript. Roan, 1553, Svo. It is the clergy, by John Harpetfield. 

4Mb inferted in J. Fox's Book of 9. A Letter to Mr. Lochmore, 6«h 

Martyrs. In the preface, Bonner September 1553. 

fpeaks much in favour of king Henry 10. Articles to be enquired of in 

the Eighth's 'marriage with Anne the general vifitation of Edmund bi- 

Boleyn, and againft the tyranny ex- 4hop of London, exercifed by him in 

ercifed by the bifliop #/ Rome in this the year 1 5 54, in the city and diocefe 

kingdom. of London, Sec. To ridicule them, 

2. Several letters to the lord John Bale, btfhop of Oflbry, wrote a 

Cromwell. book, inti tied, A Declaration of Ed- 

• 3. A Declaration to lord Crom- mond Bonner's articles, concerning 

well, defcribing to him the evil be- the clergy of London diocefe, where- 

tumour of Stephen [bUhop of] Win- by that execrable anti-chrift is in hit 

cbefter, with fpecial caufes therein right colours revealed. 15541 and 

conuined wherefore, and why, he 1561. 8 vo. 

mifliked of him. it. A profitable and neceflary 

4. Letter of his about the proceed* Doctrine, containing an expofition 
logs at Rome concerning the king's on the Creed, feven Sacraments, ten 
divorce from Catherine of Arragpn. Commandments, the Pater Nofter, 

5. An Admonition and Advertife- Ave Maria, with certain Homilies 
ment given by the bifliop of London adjoining thereto, for the interaction 
to all readers of the Bible in the Eng- and information of the diocefe of 
lUh tongue. London. Lond. 1554-5,410. This 

6. Injunctions given by Bonner, book was drawn up by his chaplains 
bifhop of London, to his clergy, John Harpetfield and Henry pendle- 
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ton ; the former part of it, which it extant in John Ftxc's Book of Mar- 

cateehiftn, is moftly taken out of the tyri, vol. left. 

Jnftitgtion of a Criften Man, fet out 13. His Objections againft the Pro- 

by king Henry VIII. only varied in cefs of Robert Home, birtiop of Win-, 

fome points. chefter, who had tendered the oath 

1*. Several letters, declarations, of fupremaey tohim thefecond time, 

arguings, difpntca, 4c. of his are are prefervcd by Mr. Strype in bis 

Anpals of tlje Reformation, 

BOOTH (Barton) a famous £ngli(h a&or, who chiefly 
excelled in tragedy, born in the county palatine of Lancafter 
Life of Bar- in the year '1681. At the age of nine years he was put to 
ton Booth, Weftminfter fchool, under the tuition of the famous Dr. 
e< *? Bufby. Here he foon difcovered an excellent geni^is and 

capacity : he had a peculiar turn for Latin poetry, and 
had fixed many pf the fineft paflages fo firmly in his me- 
mory, that he could repeat them ; this he would do with 
fuch propriety, with fuch a graceful aftion, and fuch a pe- 
culiar emphafis, that he charmed every body who heard 
him. Thence it was that when, according to cuftom, a 
Latin play was to be afled, one of the firft parts was given 
to young Booth, who performed it in fuch a manner, as gained 
him univerfal applaufe, and particular refpeft from the dodor. 
This firft gave him an inclination for the ftage. His father 
intended him for the church : but when Barton reached the 
age pf feventeen, and was about to be fent to the univerfity, 
he ftoie away from fchool, and went over to Jreland in 16989 
Hift. of the with Mr. Afhbury, matter of the company at Dublin. Here 
Enp. ftage, he was foon diftinguifhed greatly for his theatrical abilities, 
P« *43« especially in tragedy, for which he feemed to be formed by na- 
ture; for he had a grave countenance and a^good perfon, with' 
a fine voice and a manly a&ion. When he had been three 
feafons in Dublin, in which time he had acquired a great re- 
putation, he refolved to return to England, which he- accord- 
ingly did in 1701, and was recommended to Mr. Betterton, 
who behaved to him with great civility, and took him into his 
company. The firft charafter in which he appeared on the Eng- 
. Jifh ftage, was that of Maximus, in the tragedy ofValentinian; 
and it was fcarce poffible for a young a&or to meet with a 
Remark* on better reception than he had. The Ambitious Stepmother 
thcBntiih coming foon after upon the ftage, he performed the part of 
Theatre, Artaban, which added confiderably to the reputation he had ac- 
quired, and made him be efteemed one of the firft aftors then 
upon the ftage. Nor was his fame lefs in all the fucceeding 
£harafiers which he attempted ; but he (hone with greateft 
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luftre " to the tragedy of Cato, which was brought on the 
ftage in the year 17 12. 44 Although Cato (fays Mr, Cibber) Apology for 
" (teems plainly written upon what are called whig principles, his life, p. 
*' yet the tones at that time had fenfe enough not to take 379# 
*' it as the lead refledion on their administration, but, on 
" the contrary, they feemed to brandifh and vaunt their ap- 
*' probation of every fenttment, in favour of liberty, which 
** by a public ad of their generofity was carried fo high, 
" that one day while the play was a&ing they collected fifty 
** guineas in the boxes, and made a prefent of them to 
" Bobth, with this compliment -»- For his honeft oppofition 
" to a perpetual dilator, and his dying fo bravely in the 
«« caufe of liberty." The reputation to which Mr. Booth 
was now arrived, feemed to entitle him to a (hare in the 
management of the theatre, but this perhaps his merit would 
never have procured, had it not been through the favour of 
lord Bolingbroke, who in 17 13, procured a new licence, 
recalling all former licences, in which Mr. Booth's name 
was added to thbfe of the former managers, Cibber, Wilks, 
and Dogget, the laft of whom was fo much offended at 
this, that he threw up his (hare, and would not accept of 
any coniideration for it ; but Mr. Cibber tells us, he only 
made this a pretence, and that the true reafon of his quit- 
ting, was his diflike to Wilks, whofe humour was become 
infupportableto him. When Mr. Booth came to a (hare of Ib * P'4°* 
the management of the houfe, he was then in the 33d year 
of his age, and in the htgheft reputation as an a&or, nor * 

did his fame as a player link by degrees, as fometimes has 
happened to them who have been raoft applauded, but in- 
creafed every day more and more. The health of Mr. Remar l t ? 0, » 
Booth however beginning to decline, he could not a<£fc fo often t heatrep. 
as ufual, and hence became more evident the public favour 300. 
towards him, by the crowded audiences his appearance drew, 
when the intervals of his diftemper permitted him to tread 
the itage ; but his conftitution broke now very fail, and he 
was attacked with a complication of diftempers, which car- 
ried him off May 10th, 1733. 

His character as an actor has been celebrated by fome of 
the beft judges. Mr. Aaron Hill, a gentleman, who by the 
(hare he had in the management of the playhoufe, could not 
but have fufficient opportunities of becoming well acquainted 
with his merit, has given us a very high character of him. 

Two advantages (fays this gentleman) diftingui&ed him Hirtory of 
in the flrongeft light from the reft of his fraternity j he the EngUfh 
* c had learning to underftand perfectly whatever it was his **?* p ' 
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u part to fpeak, and judgment to know how far ft agreed or 
4< difagreed with bis character. Hence arofe a peculiar 
<( grace, which was vifibk to every fpectator, though 
41 tew were at the pains of examining into the caufe of 
44 their pleafure. He could foftcn and Aide over with a 
44 kind of elegant negligence, the improprieties in a part he 
" acted, while, on the contrary, he would dwell with energy 
44 upon the beauties, as if he exerted a latent fpirit, which 
44 bad been kept back for fuch an occafion, that he might 
* 4 alarm, awaken, and tranfport in thofe places only, where 
" the dignity of his own good fenfe could be fupported by 
*' that of his author. A little reflection upon this remark- 
44 able quality, will teach us to account for that roaatfeft 
44 languor, which has fometimes been obferved in his action, 
" and which was generally, though I think falfly, imputed 
44 to the natural indolence of his temper. For the fame 
4( rcafon, though in the cuftomary rounds of his bufinefs, 
44 he would condefcend to fome parts in comedy, he feldom 
4( appeared in any of them with much advantage to bis cha- 
44 rafier. The paffions which he found in comedy were not 
44 ftrong enough to excite his fire, and what feemed want of 
4i qualification, was only abfence of impreffion. He had a 
44 talent at difcovering the paffions, where they lay hid in 
44 fome celebrated parts, by the injudicious pra&ice of other 
" adors, which when he had discovered he foon grew able to 
" exprefs them. And his fecret for attaining this great leflbn 
44 of the theatre was an adaption of his look to his voice, 
44 by which artful imitation of nature, the variations in the 
44 found of his words gave propriety to every change in 
44 his countenance. So that it was Mr. Booth's peculiar 
44 felicity to be heard and feen the fame— whether as the 
44 pleafed, the grieved, the pitying, the reproachful, or the 
44 angry. One would almoft be tempted to borrow the aid of 
44 a very bold figure, and to exprefs this excellence the more 
44 fignificantly, beg permiffion to affirm, that the blind might 
44 have feen him in his voice, and the deaf have beard him 
" in his vifage. His gefture, or, as it is commonly called, 
" his aflibn, was but the refult and neceffary confequence of 
*' his dominion over his voice and countenance ; for having 
4C by a concurrence of two fuch caufes, imprefled his imagi- 
44 nation with fuch a ftamp and fpirit of paffion, he ever 
44 obeyed the impulfe by a kind of natural dependency, 
" and relaxed or braced fucceffively into all that fine expref- 
41 fivenefs, with which he painted what he fpoke without re- 

44 ftraint or affedatiop." 

Mr. 
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Mr. Cibber has alio taken particular notice of Mr. Booth, 
nor has he omitted either his excellencies or defeats ; this 
writer, fpeaking of Wilks and him, fays, " they were a&ors Clhh ff* 
*« fo oppofite in their manner, that if either of them could t?%3?* 
** have borrowed a little of the other's fault, they would 
" both have been improved by it. If Wilks had fome- 
" times too violent a vivacity, Booth as often contented 
" himfelf with too grave dignity. Hie latter feemed too 
" much to heave up his words, as the. other to dart them to 
" the ear with too quick and (harp a vehemence. Thus 
" Wilks would too frequently break into the time and mea- 
w Aire of the harmony by too many fpirited accents in one 
" line ; and Booth, by too folemn a regard to harmony, 
" . would as often lofe the neceflary fpirit of it : fo that (as I 
" have obferved) could we have fometimes raifed the one 
" and funk the other, they had both been nearer the mark. 
" Yet this could not be always objefted to them, they had 
" their intervals of unexceptionable excellence, that more 
" than ballanced their errors. The mailer-piece of Booth 
" was Othello ; then he was moil in ch a rafter, and feemed 
u not more to animate and pleafe himfelf in it than his 
" fpe&ators. It is true be owed his laft and higheft ad- 
*• vancement to his ading Cato, tut it was the novelty and 
" critical appearance of that charader, that chiefly fwellcd 
(( the torrent of his applaufe ; for let the fentiments of a 
« declaiming patriot have all the fublimity of poetry, and 
" let them be delivered with all the utmoft grace and elocu- 
w tion, yet this is but one light wherein the excellence of an 
<' a&or can fhine ; but in Othello we may fee him in the 
w variety of nature. In Othello therefore I may fafely aver, 
« that Booth ibewed himfelf thrice the ador that he could 
" in Cato, and yet his merit in ailing Cato need not be di- 
*' miniflied by this comparifon. Wilks often regretted that 
" in tragedy he had not the full and ftrong voice of Booth, 
V to command and grace his periods with. But Booth ufed 
" to fay, that if his ear had been equal t» it, Wilks had 
" voice enough to have (hewn himfelf a much better trage- 
u dian. Now though there might be fome truth in this, yet 
<f thefe two adtors were of fo mixed a merit, that even in 
tragedy the fuperiority was not always on the fame fide. 
In forrow, tendernefs, or reiignation, Wilks plainly had 
the advantage, and feemed more pathetically to feel, look f 
" and exprefs his calamity. But in the more turbulent 
*' tranfports of the heart, Booth again bore the palm, and 
** left all competitors behind him/' 
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:BORDONE (Paris) an excellent Italian painter, *aa 
' born at Venice, about the year 1512; and being defcended 

of a noble family, was brought up to letters, mufick, and 
other genteel accomplifhments. He was a difciple of Titian, 
and flourifhed in the time of Tintoret ; but was more com- 
mended for the delicacy of his pencil, than the purity of 
his outlines. He c.ai^e into France to the court of Francis I. 
with whom he was in great favour and efteem ; and for 
whom, betides abundance of hi (lories, he made the portraits 
of feveral court-ladies in fo excellent a rqanner, that original 
nature was hardly more charming. From France he return- 
ed home to Venice, laden with honour and riches 5 and 
having acquired as much reputation in all parts of Italy, as 
he had done abroad, he died in the year 1587, aged 75 
years. 

BORELLT (John Alphonso) a famous philofopher and 
mathematician, born at Naples the 28th of January 1608. 
He was profeflor of philofophy and mathematicks in fome 
of the moft celebrated univerfities of Italy, efpecially at Flo- 
rence and Pifa, where he became highly in favour with the 
princes of the houfe of Medicis ; but having been engaged 
in the revolt of Meflina, he was obliged to retire to Rome, 
where he fpent the remainder of his, life under the protection 
of Chriftina queen of Sweden, who honoured him with her 
friendfhip, and by her liberality towards him, foftened the 
rigour of his hard fortune. He continued two years in the 
convent of the regular clergy of St. Pantaleon, called the 
Pious Schools, where he inftru&ed the youth in mathematical 

Niceror ftudies. He died there of a pleurify the 31ft of December 

tom. 1 8* p. i 6 79> in the 724 year of his age (a). 
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(a) Borelli left the following curam in geometricis verfione con- 
works, tulit et notas uberiores in univerfum 

1. Le caufe delle fcbri malign i. opus adjecit. Floren. 1661. fol. 
7649. in izmo. 4, Theorise Mcdicorum Planeta- 

2. Euclides rcftitutus, &c. Pifa rum ex c'aufis phyficis dedu&ae. Flor. 
1668. in 4-to. 1666. 4to. 

3. Apollonii Pergaei eonrcorom 5. De vi percuflionis. Bologna 
libri 5, 6, & 7, paraphrafte Abalpha- 1667/410. This piece was reprint- 
to Afpahanenu* nunc primum cditi. ed with his famous treatife De Motu 
Additus in calce Archimedis aflump- Animalium, and that De Motionibua 
torum liber, ex codicibus Arabices, naturalibus, in 1686. 

M^S. Ser. D. Etroriae. Abrahamus 6. Offer vatione intorno alia virtu 

Ecchellenfis Maronita latinos reddi- ineguali degli occi. This piece was 

die. Joannes Alphonfus Borellus in inferted in the journal of Rome, for 

Pifana academia Mathcfeos profeflor the year 1 $6.9.1 

7. Pe 
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% De motionibus naturalibus do breviori methodo dem6nftfat«.t>r?nt- 

gravttate pendcntibus. Regio Julio ed at Rome in. 16791 in ifemo. at pit 

1670* 4to. end of the 3d edition of his Euc.idw 

S. Meteorologia JEtnea, &c. Regio refti tutus. 
Julio 1^70. 4to. 1 1. TracTfctus duplex de vi per- 

9. OflTervajione dell' ecclifli luna- cufllonis, *c. cum rofponfionibus mi, 
re, fatta in Roma da gio Alpfr. Bo- Srephani de Angelas animadverfiones 
relli la fera degli 11 Gennaro 167 s. in Hbrumde vi percafiiones. Leydea 
Inferted In the journal of Ronte 1686. 410. 

1675. p. 54. i*. De rerutfi ufu judicium. SrfaTC 

10. Element* conica Apollonii burgh 1684. 8vo, ♦ 
Pergaei, et Archimedis opera nova et . . 

BORGARUTIUS (Prosper) ao eminent Italian phyC^ 
cian, who lived in the fixteenth century, and publiflied Come 
works ; the firft of which was a treatife of anatomy. Bayie** 
He compofed it in his native language ; and finding it well Di<a * 
received, he tranflatcd it into Latin, with the addition of fe- 
veral new obfervations, which he had made while he taught 
anatomy at Padua. He not only communicated to the publick 
the difcoveries lie had made by the difledion of bodies, but 
iiudied medicines alfo, and printed fomething on that fub- 
jedt. He -took a journey to the court of France in the year 
1567, and found at Paris the manufcript of the Chirurgia 
Magna of Vefalius. He bought it ; and, then correcting 
and digefting it into order, he publiflied it at Venice in the, 
year 1569, in 8vo. The trouble he was involved in during 
the printing of his own treatife of anatomy, and the vexation 
he met with from the printers, made him in a fret take aa 
oatb 9 that he would never more have any thing to do with 
them. When he was got from under the prets, he broke 
' his word ; and in this compares himfelf to thofe women, who 
in the pains of childbirth proteft, they will never expofe 
themfelves to the like any more, neverthelefs, when the pain 
is over, forget their proteftations. Every body knows the Epift.Dedic, 
flory of the woman, who made a proteftation of this nature : j^ hiru, giae 
who yet was no fooner delivered, than (he defired, that the a£n *' 
Wetted candle, which was burning on the table, might be 
put out ; " for, fays fhe, it may ferve me another time." 
It is well known, fays Mr. Bayle, that there are particular 
and indifpenfable reafons, which very juftly difcharge a wo- 
man from any thing, the may have fworn on fuch an occa- 
ficn. It is not, fays he, the lame thing, as it is with vows 
made at fea in a ftorm, which are commonly forgot, as 
foon as the parties are fafe on (hore. 
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BOK.GTA r (CjEBAR) a natural Ton of pope Alexander 
VI. was a man of fuch condu& and -character, that Ma- 
chiavel has thought fit to propofe him, in his famous book 
called " The Prince," as an original and pattern to all 
princes, who would a& the part of judicious tyrants. What 
year he was born in, we do not find : but he was at his fti^- 
dies in the univerfity of Pifa, when Alexander was ele&ea 
pope, which was in Augvft 1492. Upon the news of his 
father's advancement, hebanifhed all thoughts of the private 
condition of life, he had hitherto been in ; and full of ambi- 
tion and the higheft notions, as if himfelf was to be made 
emperor of the world, he haftened dire&ly to Rome. Alex* 
ander received him with formality and coldnefs, which, whe- 
ther it was real or only afFeded, is not eafy to determine. 

v Caefar however took it to be real ; and greatly dtfgufted as 

well as disappointed, went immediately and complained to 
his mother Vanozza. Vanozza comforted him ; bid him not 
be caft down ; and told him, that (he knew the pope's mind 
better than any body, and for what reafons his holinefs had 
giveri v him that reception. In the mean time the court-flat- 
terers follicited the pope to make Caefar a cardinal, which 

' the pope abfolutely refuted ; neverthelefs, that he might not 

feem altogether forgetful of him, he created him archbifliop 
of Valenza, a benefice which his holinefs had enjoyed in his 
younger days. This preferment was by no means acceptable 
to Caefar, yet he thought proper to take up with it ; fince the 
pope, he found, was determined to confer the beft of his fc- 
^ular dignities on his elded fon Francis, who at that time 
was made duke of Gandia by Ferdinand king of Caftile and 
Arragon. 

Alexander VI. had five children by his miftreis Vanozza ; 
Francis and Caefar, already mentioned, two other fons, and 
a daughter named Lucretia. Francis was a gentleman of a 
fine difpofition, of probity and real goodnefs, and in every 
refpect quite oppofite to his brother Caefar ; but Caefar feems 
to have pofTefled abilities fuperior to thofe of Francis t which 
made a certain hiftorian fay, ** that Caefar was great among 
4< the wicked, and Francis good among the great." Caefar 
however was the mother's favourite, as having a temper and 
principles more conformable to hers : for which reafon, at 
the time when Alexander was undetermined, on which of 
thefe brothers he fhould beftow the cardinal's cap, Vanozza 
declared herfelf in favour of Caefar, who was accordingly 
made a cardinal in the fecond year of Alexander's pontificate. 

From 
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From henceforward he acted in conceit with his father, an^l 
was a great inftrument in executing all the fchemes-of thai* 
moft wicked pope : foFhe had not the leaft grain of virtue or 
goodnefs in the make of him, nor was there any thing too 
atrocious for him to perpetrate, if it could but tend to make 
him a great and formidable tyrant ; for that was the fole ob- 
ject of his ambition. This put him upon the murder of his 
elder brother Francis, duke of Gandia. All die fecular dig- 
nities, which then were much more coveted than the eccleu- 
aftical* were heaped upon Francis ; and this obftructed Cse- 
far's projects fo intirely, that he was refolved at all adventures 
to remove him. It was in the year 1497* mat hiring affaf- 
fins, he caufed him to be murdered, and thrown into the 
Tiber ; where his body was found fome days after, full of 
wounds and extremely mangled. The pope was afflicted to 
the laft degree j for though he made ufe of Caefar as the 
abler, be loved Francis as the better, man. He caufed 
therefore ftrict enquiry to be made after the murderers ; upon • 
which Vanozza, who for that and other reafons was juftly 
fufpected to be privy to the affair, went privately to the 
pope, and ufed all the arguments (he could, to difluade him 
from fearching any further. Some fay, that (he went fo far 
as to allure his holinefs, that if he did not defift, the fame 
perfon, who took a,way his fon's life, would not fpare his 
own. 

Caefar, who now fucceeded to his brother's fortunes and 
honours, began to be tired of eccleiiaftical matters, and grew 
quite lick of the cardinalate ; for which reafon he determined 
to throw it off as foon as poffible, that he might have the * 
greater fcope fo* practicing the exceffes, to which his natural 
ambition and cruelty prompted him : for cruel as well as am- 
bitious he was in the higheft degree. It is incredible, what 
numbers he caufed to be taken off by poifon or the fword ; and 
it is notorious, that fwarms of affaffins were conftantly kept 
in pay by him at Rome, for the fake of removing all, who 
were either obnoxious or inconvenient to him. Getting rid 
of the cardinalate, he was foon after made duke of Valen- 
tinois by Lewis XII. of France : with whom he entered into 
a league, for the conquefi of the Milanefe. From this time 
be experienced various turns of fortune, and was fometimes 
very profperous, fometimes much otherwife. He very hardly 
efcaped dying of poifon in the year 1 503 : for, having con- 
certed with the pope a defign of poifotring nine newly cre- 
ated cardinals at once, for the fake of poffeffing their ef- 
fects, 
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ftcts f the* pt>ifoned #inc, deflined for the purpofe, was bf 
tniftake brought to and drank by themfelves. The pope 
died of it; but Caefar, by the vigour of his youth, and the 
force of antidotes,* after many ftruggles', recovered. He 
only recovered to outlive his fortune and grandeur, to fee 
birhfelf deprefled, and his enemies exalted ; for he was foon 
after diverted of all his acquifitions, arid fent a pfifoher to 
Spain, in order to free Italy from an incendiary, and thfe 
Italian princes from thofe dangers, which the turbulent and 
reftlefs fpirit of Caefar made thern fear, even though he waS 
unarmed, fie cfcaped from thence, and .got fafe to Navarrfc 
to king John his brbther-in-laW, where he met with a very 
friendly reception. From hence he defigned to go intd 
France ; and there, with the affiftarice of Lewis, to try, If 
he could oncre more re-eftablifh his fortune. But Lewis 
refufed to receive him, not only becaufe be a'nd Spain had 
concluded a truce, but becaufe they Were alfo at enmity 
with the king of Navarre. Nay, the French king, in order 
to gratify Spain, had confifcated Caefar '$ duchy of Valen- 
tinois, and taken away the yearly penfion, which he had 
from France. So that Caefar, in a poor and abandoned con* 
dition, without revenue or territory, was forced to be de- 
pendent upon his brother-in-law, who was then at war 
with' his fubje&s. Gaefar ferved as a Volunteer in that war; 
and, while the armies were engaged in battle, and fighting 
tinder the walls of Viana, was killed by the ftroke of a 
gianette. This happened upon the 1 2th of March 1507. 
Caefar Borgia took thefe words for his device, w aut Caefar 
« aut nihil ;" which gave occafion to the following epigrams : 


i. 


. " Borgia Caefar erat, fa&is et nomine Caefar; 
, " Aut nihil, aut Caefar, dixit; utrumque fujt. 

<c Aut nihil, aut Caefar, vult die! Borgia r quid ni, 
" Cum fimul et Caefar poffit, etefle nihil, 

3- 

" Omnia, vincebas, fperabas omnia, Caefar : 
•' Omnia deffciunt, incipis effe nihil." 
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BO&LACE (Dr. Edmund) fon of fir John Boriace, 
mafter of the ordnance, and one of the lords juflices of 
Jreland, was born in the beginning of the eighteenth 
jceptury, and educated at the univerfity of Dublin. Then 
fce travelled to Leyden, where he commenced do&or of 
phyfick in the year 1650. He was afterwards admitted Wtad't 
Jo the fame degree at Oxford. At laft he fettled at***** 
Cfoefter, where he pra&ifed phyfick with great reputation 
and fticceis ; and where he died in the year 168 a. Among 
feveral books which he wrote and published, are, I. " La- 
*' tbarn Spaw in Lancafhire ; with fome remarkable cafes 
*' and cures effected by it." Lond. 1 670, 8vo. Dedicated to 
Charles earl of Derby. %. u The Reduction of Ireland to 
the crown of England : with the governors fince the con- 
queft by king Henry II. ann. 1172, and fome pafTages iri 
their government. A brief account of the rebellion, ann* 
doiri. 164 1. Alfo the original of the univerfity of Dublin* 
and the college of phyficians." Lond. 1675, in a largo 
pdavo. 3. '* The Hiftory of the execrable IriQi Rebellion, 
traced from many preceding a&s to the grand eruption 
O&. 33, 1641 ; and thence purfued to the acl of fettle* 
<c rnent 167a." Lond. 1680, folio. Mr. Wood tells us*- 
[that much of this book is taken from another, entitled, 
" The Irifli Rebellion ; or, the hiftory of the beginning? 
aru} firft progrefs of the general rebellion railed within the 
kingdom of Ireland 0£t. 23, 164.1." Lond. 1646, 4to. 
written by fir John Temple, matter of the rolls, one of hi# 
paajefty's privy council in Ireland, and father of the cele- 
brated fir Williarrt Temple. 4. " Brief Reflections on the 
u earl of Caftlehaven's memoirs of his engagement and 
u carriage in the war of Ireland, By which the govern* 
" meot of that time, and the juftice of the crown fince* 
" are. vindicated from afperfions cad upon both." Lond, 
1682, 8vo. 

BORRI (Joseph Francis) a famous chyrnift, quack, 
and heretick, was a Milanefe, and born in the begins 
fling of the feventeenth century. He finilbed his ftudie* 
in the feminary at Rome, where the jefuits admired him as a. 
prodigy for his parts and memory. He applied himfelf t? 
chymiftry, and made fome difcoveries ; but pliinging himfelf 
into the rnoft extravagant debaucheries, he was obliged afc 
laft to take refuge in a church. This was in the year 16544 
A. little wfcile after, he fet up for a religious man ; and aflre£b~ 
i*g W appearance of great zeal, he lamented the cprrup- 
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tion of manners, which prevailed at Rome, faying, that 
the diftemper was come to the height, and that the time 
of the recovery drew near : a happy time, wherein there 
wo aid be but one (heepfold on the earth, whereof the pope 
Bom's Life, wa s to be the onlvfliepherd. " Whofoever (hall refufe, faid 
V/r qU a t€ 1 by " he, to enter into that (heepfold, (hall be deftroyed by the 

Mr. Bjiyle, ^ , r>i L j a- j l 7 i ' 

" pope s armies. Crod has predeltinated me to be the gene- 
*' ral of thofe armies : I am fure, that they (hall want no- 
" thing. I fhall quickly fini(h my chymical labours by the 
<c happy production of the philofophers ftone ; and by that 
" means I (hall have as much gold, as is neceflary for the 
" bufinefs. I am fure of the affiftance of the angels, and 
" particularly of that of Michael the archangel. When I 
<4 began to walk in the fpiritual life, I had a vifion in the 
iC night, attended with an angelical voice, which aflured me, 
** that I (hould become a prophet. The fign that was given 
*' me for it was a palm, that feemed to me quite furrounded 
"" with the light of Paradife." 

He communicated to his confidents the revelations, which 
he boafted to have received : but after the death of Innocent X. 
finding that the new pope Alexander VII. renewed the tribu- 
nals, and caufed more care to be taken of every thing, he 
defpaired of fucceeding here ; and therefore left Rome, and 
returned to Milan, he a£ted the devotee there, and by that 
means "gained credit with feveral people, whom he caufed to 
perform certain exercifes, which carried a wonderful appear- 
ance of piety. He engaged the members of his new congre- 
gation, to take an oath of fecrecy to him j and when he found 
them confirmed in the belief of his extraordinary million, he 
prefcribed to them certain vows by the fuggeftion of h*i6 angel, 
as he pretended. One of thofe vows was that of poverty ; 
for the performance of which he caufed all the money that 
every one had to be configned to himfelf. The defign of this 
crafty impoftor was, in cafe he could get a fufficient number 
of followers, to appear in the great fquare of Milan j there 
to reprefent the abufes of the ecclefiaftical and fecular go- 
vernment; to encourage the people to liberty j and then, 
profeffing himfelf of the city and country of Milan, to puf- 
fue his conquefts as well as he could. But his defign mif* 
carried by the imprifonment of fome of his difciples ; and as 
foon as he faw that fii-ft ftep of the inquifition, he fled wifh 
all imaginable hafte. They proceeded againft him for con- 
tumacy in 1659, and i66qj and he was condemned as an 
heretick, and burnt in effigy, with his writings, in the field 
•f Flora at Rome, on the 3d of January x66j. He is re- 
ports! 
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ported to have faid, that 4< he never was fo cold in his life, 
** as on the day that he was burnt at Rome." A piece of 
wit, however, which has been afcribed to feveral others. He 
had dictated a treatife on his fyftem to his followers : but took 
it from them, as foon as he perceived the motions of the 
inquifition, and hid all his papers in a nunnery. From thence 
they fell into the hands of the inquifition, and were found 
to contain doftrines very abfurd and very impious : as, c< that 
cc the Son of God, through an ambitious principle, and to 

become equal to his Father, moved him to create brings ; 

that Lucifer's fall proceeded from his refuting to adore Jefus 
" Chrift and the Holy Virgin in idea ; that the angels, who 
" adhered to Lucifer, remain in the air; that God made ufe 
" of the miniftry of rebellious angels for the creation of 
c ' animals and elements ; that the fouls of beads are a pro- . 
" duftion,* qt rather an emanation, of the fubftance of the 
u wicked angels, which is the reafon why they are mortal j 
" that the holy virgin proceeded from the bofom of the di- 
" vine nature, and was a real goddefs, fince otherwife (he 
" could not be the fpoufe of the holy ghoft, becaufe of the 
" difproportion of natures," &c. EmV * Iif * 

Borri ftaid fome time in the city of Strafourgh, to which 
he had fled > and where he found fome affiftance and 'Support, 
as well becaufe he was perfecuted by the inquifition, as be- 
caufe he was reputed a great chymift. But this was not a 
theatre large enough for Borri : he went therefore to Amfter- 
dam, where he made a great noife. Here he appeared in a 
ftately and fplendid equipage, and took upon him the title of 
excellency : people flocked to him, as to the phyfician who 
could cure all difeafes ; and propofals were concerted for 
marrying him to great fortunes, &c But the tables turned, 
and his reputation began to fink, either becaufe his miracles, 
as Mr. Bayle fays, no longer found any credit, or becaufe his 
faith could work no more miracles. In (hort, he broke ; and BayU, £c. 
fled in the night from Amfterdam, with a great many jewels 
and fums of money, which he had pilfered. He went to 
Hamburgh, where queen Chriftina was at that time. He 
put himfelf under her protection ; and perfuadfd her to venture 
a great deal of money, in order to find out the philofopher's 
(lone : which, as the reader will eafily imagine, came to 
nothing. Afterwards he went to Copenhagen, and infpired 
his Danifti majefty to fearch for the fame fecret j by which 
means he acquired that prince's favour fo far, as to become 
very odious to all the great pcrfons of the kingdom. Imme- 
diately after the death of the king, whom he had put. upon 
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great expences in vain, he left Denmark for fear of being; 
imprifoned, and refolved to go into Turkey. Being come 
to the frontiers at a time, u^hen the confpiracy of Nadafti, 
Serini, and Frangipani, was difcovered, he was taken for 
one of the accomplices, and fecured; and his name was 
fent to his Imperial majefty, to fee if he* was one of the con- 
fpirators. The pope's nuncio had audience of the emperor 
at the fame time that this information arrived ; and, as foon 
as he heard Borri mentioned, he demanded, in the pope's 
- name, that the prifoner (hould be delivered to him. The 
emperor contented to it, and ordered, that Borri ftiould be 
fent to Vienna; and afterwards, having firft pbtained from 
the pope a promife, that he fbould not be put to death, be 
fent him to Rome ; where he was tried and condemned (0 
perpetual confinement in the prifon of the inquifition. He 
layle, &c. made abjuration of his errors in the month of Q&ober 1672. 
Some years after he obtained leave to come out, to attend 
the dul^e d'Eftree, whom all the phyficians had given over; 
and the unexpected cure he wrought upon him occafioncd it 
to be faid, that an arch-heretick bad done a great miracle in 
Rome. It is faid alfo, that the queen of Sweden fent for him 
fometimes in a coach ; but that after the death of that prin- 
cefs, he went no more abroad, and that none could (peak 
with him, without fpecial leave from the pope. The Utrecht 
Gazette, as Mr. Bayle relates, of the 9th of September, 
1695, informed the publick, that Borri was lately dead in 
the caftle.of St- Angelo, being feventy-nine years of age* 
Jt feems, that the duke d'Eftree, as a recompence for recover- 
ing him, had procured Borri's prifon to he changed, from 
that of the inquifition to the cattle of St. Angelo. 

Some pieces were printed at Geneva in the year 16S1, 
which are afcribed to him ; as, 1. Letters concerning che- 
miftry; and> 2. Political Reflexions. The firft or thefe 
works is tntitled, La chiavi del gabinettodel cavagliejre Gio- 
feppe Francefco Borri Milanefe; the fecond, Iftruziorii 
politicke, del cavagliere G F. B. M. date al re di Danimarca. 
We learn from the life of Borri, that Ajvhen he was at Stftf- 
t>urg, he publifhed a letter, which went all over the world. 
Two other of his letters are faid to have been printed at Co- 
penhagen, in the year 1699, anG ' inicr^bed to Bartholinusj 
one 0/ them, De ortu cerebri, et ufu medico j the other, 
De artificio oculorum humores reftitttendi. The journal 
Acs Savans, of the 2d of September 1669, fpeaks fully of 
thefe two letters. Konig afcribes alfo another piece to tiw> 

intitje^ NotiM gentfs Burrhoruxa* Monfieur Sorbiere 6* 

Borr 


B O R R I C H I U S. 277 

Bom at Amfterdam, and has left us a defcription and cha- 

rafier of him. He fays, that " he was a tall black man* 

" pretty well fhaped, who wore good cloaths, and fpent a 

" good deal of money : that he did not want parts, and had 

u fome learning, was without doubt fomewhat drilled in 

" chymical preparations, had fome knowledge in metals, 

" fome methods of imitating pearls or jewels, and, it may 

" be, fome purgative and ftomachick remedies :• but that he 

u was a quack, an artful impoftor, who pra&ifed upon the 

u credulity of tho!e, whom he flood moft in need of; of Sorbiere • 

" merchants, as well as princes, whom he deluded out of Relation 

" great Aims of money, under a pretence of difcovering the d u " vo ! aee 

u philofopher's ftone, and other fecrets of mighty import* terre^pT* 

" ance: and that, the better to carry on this tcbeme of 155- 

u knavery, he had afTumed the mafkof religion." 

BORRICHIUS, one of the learnedeft men of his age, 
the fon of a lutheran minifter in the diocefe of Ripen, in 
Denmark, born April the 7th, 1626. He was fent to the 
univerfity of Copenhagen in 1644, where he remained fix 
years t during which time he applied himfelf to many different 
ftudies, but chiefly to phyfick. He taught publickly in his 
college, in which capacity he acquired the character of a man 
indefatigable in labour, and of excellent morals. He gained 
thereby the efteem of Cafpar Brochman, bifhop of Zealand, 
and of the chancellor of the kingdom, by the recommenda- 
tion of whom he obtained the canonry of Lunden. He was 
offered the re&orfhip of the famous fchool of Heflow, but 
refufed it, having formed a defign of travelling and perfec- 
ting his ftudies in phyfick. He began to pradife as a phy- 
fician during a moft terrible plague, in Denmark, which 
made great bavock in the capital city. The contagion being 
ceafed, he prepared for travelling as he intended ; but was 
obliged to defer it for fome time, Mr.Gerftorf the firft 
minifter of ft ate, having infifted on his reflding in his houfe 
in thdfguality °f tutor to his children. He continued in this 
capacity five years, and then fetout upon his travels : before 
his departure he had the honour to be appointed profeflbr in 
poetry, chymiftry, and botany. He left Copenhagen No- 
vember 1660, and after having vifited feveral eminent phy- 
ficians at Hamburgh, he went to Holland, where he con- 
tinued a confiderable time. He went from thence to the Low 
Countries, to England, and to Paris, where he remained 
two years. He viiited alfo feveral other cities of France, and 
at Angers he had a doctor's degree in phyfick conferred upon 
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him. Heitfterwards pafled the Alps, and arrived at Rome 
in Oftober'1665, where he remained till the end of March 
16665 when he was obliged to fet out for Denmark. He 
pafled through Germany and arrived in his native country in 
October 1666. The advantages which Borrichius reaped 
in his travels were very confiderable, for he had made him- 
felf acquainted with all the learned men in the different cities 
through which he pafled. At his return to Denmark he re- 
fumed his profeflbrmip, inthedifchargeof which he acquired 
great reputation, for his afliduity, and univerfal learning; 
and the books which he publifhed .are proofs thereof (a). 
He was raifed to the oflice of counfellor in the fupream coun- 
cil of juftice in *686, and to that of counfellor of the royal 
Borriehius chancery in 1 689. Tht« fame year he had a fevere attack 
dc vita fua, of the ftone, and the pain every day encreafwg, he was 
incited in obliged to be cut for it; the operation however did not fuc- 
Deiiciarum ceed, the ftone being fo big, that it could not be extracted. 
Poetarum He bore this affii&ion with great conftancy and refolution 
Danorum. t j)j his death, which happened on the third of Odtober 

(a) The moft remarkable of which 8. Confpeclus fcriptorum chemi- 

are as follow : coram illuftriorum. 

1. Cabala caracleralis. 9. Brevis confpedus fcriptorum 

2. Difputatio de artis poeticae na- latinae linguae preftantiorum. 

tura. 10. De antiqua urbis Romae facie 

3. Diflertationes academic*. differ tatio. 

4. Parnafius in nuxe. ,1 1 . Tra&atus d« ufu plantarum 

5. Difiertatio de ortu et progreflu indigenarum in medicina. 
cbemicx. j 2. Docimaste metallica elare et 

6. Hermetis, ^Egyptiorum ac compendiore tradita. 
chemicorum fapientia ab Hermanni The titles of the reft of his per- 
Conringii animadverfionibus vindi- formances may be feen in John Mol- 
cata. lerus's Spicileg. Hypomnematum de 

7. Cogitationes de variis latinae fcriptis Danorum, p. 36. 
linguae aetatibus. 

BOS, (John Baptist du) a celebrated member of the 
French academy, was born at Beauvais in the year 1670 ; 
and defcended from wealthy and reputable parents, his father 
Claude du Bos being a merchant, and a confiderable magif- 
fratein the town. John Baptift was fent to Paris to finifh 
hisftudies, and was admitted a batchelorof the Sorbonne in 
the year 1691. In 1695, he was made one of the com- 
mittee for foreign affairs under Mr. Torcy, and was after- 
wards charged with fome important tranfadtiorw in Germany, 
Italy, England, and Holland. At his return to Paris, h* 

was 
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Was handfomeiy preferred, made an abbe, and had a conii- 
derable penfion fettled on him. He was chofen perpetual fe-. 
cretary of the French academy ; and in this fituation he died 
at Paris, upon the 23d of March 1742. His principal works 
are, 1. " Critical Reflections upon poetry and painting:" the* 
beft edition of which valuable and elegant work is that of 
Paris, 1740, in three volumes, iimo. 2. u A critical hif-' 
*' tory of the eftablifliment of the French monarchy among 
cc the Gauls :" the beft edition 1743, in two volumes, 4to. 
and four i2mo. 3. " The Interefts of England, ill under- 
44 flood in the prefent war :" printed in the year 1704. 4. 
c< The hiftory of the four Gordians, confirmed and illuftra- 
* c ted by medals." 5. " The hiftory of the league of Cam- 
bray, formed in the year 1708, againft the Republick of 
** Venice:" the beft edition 1728, in two volumes, i2mo. 

BOSQUET, (Francis) bifliop of Montpelier, one of 
the moft learned prelates of France, in the feventeenth cen- 
tury. He was born at Narbonne, and had moft of his edu- 
cation in the college of Foix in Touloufe. Before he en- 
tered into orders, he had held very honourable* offices ; he 
had been intendant of Guienne and I.anguedoc, folicitor- 
general to the parliament of Normandy, and was counfellor 
of ftate in ordinary, when he was appointed bifliop of Lo J "*™' *« 
deve in 1648, upon the refignation of John de Plantavit,^' d "^ g ' 
his particular friend, but he did not take poffcflion of the 
fee, till January 1650. About the beginning of the pontifi- 
cate of Alexander the VTIth, he went to Rome, where the 
facred college conferred upon him many marks of their ef- 
teem, and the pope (hewed a particular regard to him on 
many occafions. M. Bofquet, upon his return to France, 
wastranflated to the bifhoprick of Montpellier. During the 
fitting of the clergy of France at St. Germains in 16*5, he 
petitioned the king to give him his nephew, the abbe de Pra-- 
del, as coadjutor in his fee, which his majefty granted. From 
this time he lived retired in his diocefe till his death, which' 
happened on the 24th of June 1676 (a). * 

(a) He left the following works : 4. La vie de S. Fu'cram. 

1. Pontificorum Romanorum, qui ^. Difcowrs ur la regale dang 

e Gallia oriundi, in ea federunt, hif- Paflemblw du elerge de France, an« 

toria ab ann. 1315 ad ann. 1394* 1 6 c; 5. 

Paris 1632. 6. Specimen Icon is hjftoricae car- 

a. Synopfis legum Michaelis Belli, dinalis Mazarini. 

Paris 163a. There are Y\Vi wife forr.e p eces pf 

3. Ecclefiae Galltcanae hiftor. &«. bis in manuferijt. 
Paris 1636, 
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BOSSU, (Rene ie) born at Paris March the 16th, i6%U 
He began the courfe of his ftudies at ftanterre, where he? 
cfifcovered an early'tafte for pofite literature, and foon made 
furprizing progrefs in all the valuable parts of learning. Jn 
% 1649, ne ^ Nanterre, and was admitted a canon regular in 
the abbey of St. Genevieve the feventh of July, and after a 
year's probation took the habit in this abbey. Here he 
applied with the utmoft affiduity to the ftudy of philofophy, 
and divinity, in which he made great proficiency, and took 
upon him prieft's orders, March the 7th, 1657 » DUt eithet 
put of inclination, or in obedience to the commands of his 
fuperiors, he refumed the belles lettres, and taught polite li- 
terature with great fuccefs in feveral religious houfes. After 
he had fpent twelve years in this manner, being tired of the 
fatigue of fuch an employment, he gave it up, with a refo- 
Jution to lead a quiet and retired life. In his retirement he 
publifhed his Parallel, or comparifon betwixt (he principles of 
•Ariftotle's natural philofophy, and thofe of Defcartes's (A). 
His intention in this piece was not to fliew the oppofition be- 
twixt the fyftems of thefe two philosophers, Mit rather to find 
out fome means to make them agree together, and to prove 

Niceron, *k at tne y d° not dlff c ' f° much as is generally thought $ but 
ton.6.^70. this produflion of his was but indifferently received, either 
becaufe thefe two philofophers differ too widely to be recon- 
ciled, or becaufe Boflu had not made himfelf uifEciently ac- 
p. Couraycr ^uainted with their opinions. The next treatife he publifhed 
chantie°p.~ was that on epic poetry (b), which gained him great reputa- 
le Boflu, p. tion; Mr. Boileau fays it is one of the beft compofitions on 
*£• this fubjeft that ever appeared in the French language. Mr. 

Boflu having met with a piece wrote by St. Solih againft this 
gentleman, he wrote a confutation of it,for which favour Boileau 
was extremely grateful, and it produced an intimate friend- 
ship betwixt them, which continued till our author's death, 
which happened on the 14th of March, r68p, when he was but 
Ib'd forty- two years old. He left a vaft number of manufcript vo- 
* # lurries, vyhich are kept in the abbey of St. John de Chartres. 


(a) It is entitled, Parallels' des 
principes de la phyiiquc d*Ariftote 
et de celie de Rene Defcartes. Paris 
1674. 

(b) It is entitled, Traitedupoeme 
epique par le R. P, le Boflu cha- 
fioine regvlief de Sainte Genevieve. 
''The fir ft edition was publifhed at 
farjsin 1675. This work has gone 


through feveral editions. There 
was one printed at the Hague in 
1714; this F. le Courayer had the 
care of $ he has prefixed a difcotufe 
to the abbe de Morfaa, containing 
an account of the treatife, and fome 
encomiums upon it; and he has 
alfe given fome memoirs concerning 
Boflu/s life, ^ 
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' BOSStJEt* (JaiIes) Wfliop of Meau*, born at Dijon 
the 27 th of September 1627. He received the firft rudiment* 
of bis edatatibrt in the place of his nativity, and in 1 64I 
was fcnt fo Patis to fifllffl his ftudies at the college of Na* 
varre, where he fodn gave great proofs of his abilities in his 
pirtrtic txercifes. In 1652, he received the degree of dofior 
lof divinity. Soon after he went to Met*, where he was 
made a canon Whilft he refided here, he applied himfelf 
chiefly to the ftudy of the holy fcripture, and the reading of the 
fathers, efpecially St. Auguftin. In a little time he became 
a celebrated preacher, and was invited to Paris, where he 
had for his hearers many of the mod learned men of his 
time, and federal perfonS of the firft rank at court. In Sep- 
tember 1669, he Was created bifhop of Condom, and the 
fame month was appointed preceptor to the dauphin, which 
trtrft he discharged in fuch a manner as gained him unrverfal 
applaufe, and pope Innocent XI. congratulated him on this 
occafion, in a very genteel and polite letter. When he 
had almoft fin rib ed the education of this prince, he addrefled 
to him hi* Difcours fur PHiftoire Univerfelle, which was 
poblifhed in 1 681. About a year after he was made precep- 
tor he gave up his brfhoprick, becaufe he could not refide in 
bis dtocefe, on account of his engagement at' court. In 
1680, the king appointed him firft almoner to the dauphinefs, 
and the year after gave him the bifhoprick of Meaux. In 
1697 he was made counfellor of ftate, and the year follow- 
ing was appointed firft almoner to the duchefs of Burgundy. 
Nor did the learned world honour him Iefs than the court, for 
he had been admitted a member of the French academy, and in 
the year 1695, at the defire of the do&ors of the royal col- 
lege of Navarre, of which he was a member, the king con- 
stituted him their fuperior. 

The writings of M. Boffuet had gained him no lcfs faime 
than his fermons. From the year 1655, ^ c ^ad e " te red the 
lift againft the proteftants ; the moft famous piece which 
he Wrote againft them was his Refutation du Catechifme de 
Paul Ferri. In 1671, he wrote another piece, entitled, 
Jj'expofition de la dofrrine de l'eglife catholique fur Ies ma- 
tieres de controverfe. This treatife had the approbation of 
the bifhops of France, as well as of the prelates and car- 
dinals of Rome. Innocent XL wrote him two letters 
on the fubje&, arid the work was tranflated into moft of the 
European languages ; M. 1'Abbe Montaign was the author 
of the Engtifh translation. He had brought back feveral to 
the Romifh church who had embraced the protectant reli- 

glon< 
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gion, and it was for the benefit of fuch, that in 1&82 he 
publifhed his Traite de la communion fous les deux efpeces, 
and his Lettre paftorale aux nouveaux , catholiques. In 16 8 6, 
he publifhed his Hiftoire des Eglifes Proteft antes, for which, 
as well as feveral other of his writings, he was attacked by 
Meflf. Jurieu, Burnet, Bafnage, and feveral other proteftant 
minifters. He always tiiftinguiflbed himfelfas a zealous advo-» 
cate for the catholic religion ; and fo great was his defire to 
bring about a re-union of the proteftants with the church of 
Rome, that for this purpofe he voluntarily offered to travel 
into foreign countries. He formed feveral fchemes to bring 
. about fuch a reconciliation, which were approved of by thfe 
church of Rome, and might perhaps have had fome fuc- 
cefs, had not the fucceeding wars prevented his putting 
them in execution. His writings in regard to the difputes 
with the proteftants, and againfl Quietifm, make feveral vo- 
lumes. 

There are extant of his .feveral very celebrated funeral ora- 
tions, particularly thofe which he preached on the queen- 
mother of France, in 1667, on the queen of England 1669, 
on the Dauphinefs 1670, on the queen of France 1683, on 
the princefs Palatine 1685, on chancellor Le Tellier 1686, 
on the prince de Conde Lewis de Bourbon 1687. Nor a- 
midft all the great affairs in which he was employed, did 
he neglect the duty of hi3 diocefe. The Statuts Synodaux, 
which he publifhed in 1691, and feveral other of his pieces, 
fliew how attentive he was to maintain regularity of difci- 
pline amongft the clergy, and all the monafteries under his ju- 
rifdiution, and this he did with fo much affability and difcretion 
as rendered him univerfally loved and refpe&ed. After having 
fpent a life wholly devoted to the fervice of the church, he 
died at Paris the 12th of April 1704, in the 76th year of his 
age. . He was buried at Meaux, where his funeral was ho- 
noured with the prefence of many prelates his friends, and 
- an oration was pronounced in his praife by father de la Rue 
thejefuit. The fame honour was likewife paid to his me- 
mory at Paris, in the college of Navarre, where cardinal 
Noailles performed the pontifical ceremonies, and the fune- 
ral oration was fpoke by a do£ror of the houfe. Nor was 
Rome filent in his praife, for an eulogium was fpoke to his 
memory, and, what was unufual, it was delivered in the Ita- 
lian tongue, at the college de Propaganda fide, by the che- 
valier Maffei, in prefence of feveral cardinals, prelates, and 
other peifons of the firft rank. It was afterwards printed and 
dedicated to his illuftrious pupil the dauphin. 

He 
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He left many works befides what we have mentioned, 
an exa& lift of which may be feen in the Journal des Savans 
of the 1 8th of September 1704, and in the Memoires de 
Trevoux for the Month of November of the fame year, 

BOSSUS (Matthew) a man equally famous for his 
virtue and learning, born at Verona in 1427. He was fent 
very young to Milan to ftudy the Belles Lettres, under Fran- 
cis Philelphus and Peter Perleon, where he made a confider- 
able progrefs in his ftudies. Upon his return to Verona, he 
began to turn his thoughts to a religious life, and accordingly 
in 1 45 1, he entered himfelf in the congregation of regular 
canons of Lateran. Timothy. Maphaeus, afterwards arch- 
bi(hop of Ragufa, was the perfon who firft prompted him to 
this refolution, and foon after brought him to Padua, where 
he taught divinity. Boflus owed much to him in his know- 
ledge of the fciences, and the art of preaching. In all the 
offices conferred upon him by his fuperiors, he behaved with 
great zeal and integrity. He repaired many houfes of his 
order, and particularly the abby of Fiefoli in Tufcany, for 
which ufe Cofmo de Medicis gave him feventy thoufand 
crowns. When Pope Sixtus IV\ came to the pontificate, he 
formed a defign to check the irregularities of the nuns. of Li- 
guria, and the neighbouring provinces, Boflus was charged 
with the management of this affair, but did not prove fo 
fuccefsful in this undertaking as could have been wifhed ; 
the pope, however, by way of recompence for his trouble, 
offered him a prelatefhip, which Boflus would not accept, 
notwithftanding many preffing follicitations. He was five 
times vifitor to his order, and twice follicitor-general to the 
court of Rome, and was alfo fent on feveral deputations, in Celfi di Ro- 
which he gave feveral proofs of his eloquence, and many &"*> L y<*- 
other great qualities. He died at Padua in 1502, at the age ^fe^tom" 
of feventy five i he left feveral writings, (a.) 2. p. 60. 


(a) The moft remarkable were in 4-to, in 1509, to which is pre- 

his dialogues. fixed, a letter from a politician con- 

1. De veris ac famlliaribus animi cerning the life and doQrine of our 
gaudiis. author. Gemer, in Biblioth. fol. 505. 

2. De inftituendo fapientia animo. verfu. 

3. De tolerandis adverfis. His orations, his fermons, and his 

4. De gerendo magiftratu juftitia- letters have been printed often, 
que colenda. A new edition of his works was 

5. De immoderato mulierumcultu. publirtied at Florence in 1 627. 
Tbefe pieces of bis were printed 
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BOUCHER (John) one of thofe preachers of the got 
pel, who, to their fhame, have difgraced it, by applying it 
to the purpofes of faction, and to inflame men to war, in- 
ftead of perfuadihg them to peace. He was a doctor of the 
Sorbonne, and curate of St. Bennet at Paris ; and, in the 
time of the league, was a moft feditious and furious agent 
among the rebels. Their firft affembly was held in his 
apartment, in the college of Fortet, irt the year 1585. 
It was he, who, by ordering the alarm-bell to be rung in his 
church on the id of September I587, contributed more than 
any body elfe to a commotion of the people ; the cohfe- 
quences of which were fo ignominious to Henry III. The fuc- 
cefs of that day made him more infolent 5 and the next he 
preached violently againft the perfon of the king, and agairift 
his counfellors. He did more than preach, he wrote ; and 
publifhed among other things a difcourfe on the juftice of 
depofing Henry III. Hear what the excellent Thuanus fays 
©f this moft infamdus fatlre 5 for fuch it was moft certainly. 
HW. Lib. <c A more flagitious thing than this had not appeared ifi all 
**"" " that time of exorbitant licentioufnefs. There the irripu- 

" dent brawler, rabula impudfntiffimus, had in a moft re- 
" proachful manner afperfed the king with many abominable 
" and (hocking things : for which, as in his account, he was 
€l juftly excluded from the communion of the church, {6 he 
€c concluded he had likewife loft all right to the kingdom, 
€t was lawfully depofed, and at laft flain by the juft judgment 
u and impulfe of God." 

After the death of that prince he Was ftill more impudent, 
becaufe he could then fcreen himfelf under a pretence, that 
the fucceflbr was actually and notorioufly an huguenot. The 
pretence failed him, to his great grief no doubt, when Hen- 
ry IV. profefled himfelf a Roman Catholick : neverthelefe, 
that he might not want an objeft for his factious and muti- 
nous fpirit, he perfifted in his opinion ; and publifhed nine 
fermons to prove, that the abjuration of the Bearnois, fo he 
infolently called Henry from his being born in Beam, was 
but a feint, and that his abfolution was void. His fermons 
and libels were burnt, when the ParHtans ftbmitted to Henry j 
but he continued in the party of the leaguers, and retired in- 
to the Netherlands with the Spanilh garrifon, which had 
been at Paris during the league. They marched out upon 
the 22d of March 1594. Boucher obtained a canonry at 
Touraay, and died dean of the chapter of that City fifty years 
after; u but very much altered in his humour," feys Meze- 
fay, " being as zealous a Frenchman among foreigners, as 

" he 
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M be had been a furious Spaniard in France." This was hut AbRfa 

natural and confident ; for, provided there was but any thing Chronol. W 

to exercife a reftlefs and turbulent fpirit, what (ignified it to xna »*SH* 

Boucher what it was ? Ck When one confiders," fays Mr. Bayle, 

" that the Spaniards not only gave a retreat, but alfo a ca- 

" nonry, to fuch a man as Boucher ; nay, and, what was 

" doing him the greateft honour, fuffered him to pronounce 

" at Tournay the funeral oration of Philip II. one cannot fpr- 

" bear faying, that in this world all things are facrificed to 

" policy and intereft, and that good, bad, right, wrong, 

" juft, unjuft, &c. are nothing but mere names, without a 

** meaning." 

BOUHOURS (Domjnick) a celebrated French critick, 
was born at Paris, in the year 1628 ; and has by fame been Baiiktjac*. 
coofidered as a proper perion to fucceed Malherbe, who died mens 4« 
about that time. He was entered into the fociety of jefuits Savall, > . 
auhe age of fixteen, and was appointed to read le&ures J^,*^ 
upon polite literature in the college of Clermont at Pa/is, 
where he had ftudied ; but he was fo inccfiantly attacked with 
the head-ach, that he could not purfue the deftined taik. He 
afterwards undertook the education of two fons of the duke 
of Longueville, which he difcharged with great applaufe. 
The duke had fuch a regard for Bouhours, that he would 
needs die in his arms ; and the " Account of the pious and 
" chriftian death" of this great perfonage was the nrft work 
which Bouhours gave the publick. He was fent to Dunkirk 
to the popifli refugees from England ; and in the mid ft of his 
nuffionary occupations, found time to compofe and publUh 
books. Among thefe were Entretiens d'Arifte & d'Lugene, 
or, l * Dialogues between Ariftus and Eugenius ;" a work of 
a critical nature, and concerning the French language. His 
book was printed no lefs than five times at Paris, twice at 
Grenoble, at Lyons, at Bruflels, at Amfterdam, at Leyden, 
. &c. and embroiled him in quarrels with a great number of 
cenibrs, with Menage in particular, who, however, lived at 
friendihip with our author before and after. The fame. of 
this piece, and the plea Cure he took in reading it, recom- 
mended Bouhourar fo effectually to the celebrated minifter 
Colbert, that he trufted him with the education of his fon, 
the marquis of Segnelai. He wrote afterwards feveral other 
works; the chief of which are, 1. " Remarks and doubts 
" upon the French language. 2. Dialogues upon the art of 
" thinking well in works of genius. 3. The life of St. Ig- 
** natius. 4. The life of St. Francis Xavier, apoftle of the 

- ** Indies 


286 BOUHoljRS. 

<e Indies and of J?pan." This laft work was tranflated from 
the French into Englifli by Mr. Drydeh, and publifhed at 
London in the year 1 688, with a dedication prefixed, to king 
James the fecond's queen. To the above may be added, 
cc Ingenious thoughts of the ancients and moderns ; Ingeni- 
" ous thoughts of the fathers of the church ; Translations 
<4 of many books of devotion j and at laft of the New 
«* Teftament itfelf." 

v The u Remarks and doubts upon the French language" 
has been reckoned one of the mod confiderable of our au- 
thor's works ; and may be read with great advantage by 
thofe, who would perfect themfelves in that tongue. Mr. 
Menage, in his Observations upon the French language, has 
given his approbation of it in the following pafiage. ** The 
** book of Doubts,'' fays he, u is written with great ele- 
4< gance, and contains many fine obfervations. And as 
<c Ariftotle has faid, that all reafonable doubt is the begin- 
* c ning of real knowledge, fo we may fay alfo, that the 
" man, who doubts fo reafonably as the author of this book, 
cc is himfelf very capable of deciding. For this reafon, per- 
<c haps it is, that forgetting the title of his work, he de- 
c< cides oftner than at firft he propofed." Father Bouhours 
was the author of another work, which we have not men- 
tioned above ; and that is, * c The art of pleafing in con- 
•' verfation," printed at Paris, in x688. M. de la Crofe, 
who wrote the eleventh volume of the Bibliotheque Univer- 
felle, has given an account of it, which he begins with this 
elogium upon the author. w A very little (kill," fays he, " in 
M ftile and manner will enable a reader to difcover the author 
" of this work. He will fee at once the fine, the ingenious, 
c< and delicate turn, the elegance and politenefs of father 
* x Bouhours. Add to this the manner of writing in dialogue, 
<c the cuftom of quoting himfelf, the collecting ftrokes of 
* € wit, the little agreeable relations interfperfed, and a cer- 
46 tain mixture of gallantry and morality, which is altoge- 
" ther peculiar to this jefuit. This work is inferior to no- 
'** thing we have feen of father Bouhours. He treats in 
" twenty dialogues, with an air of gaiety, of every thing 
** which can find a way into converfation ; and,- though he 
" avoids being fyftematical, yet he gives his reader to under- 
" ftand, that there is no fubject whatever, either of divinity, 
" philofophy, law, or phyfick, &c. but may be introduced 
<c into converfation, provided it be done with eafe, polite- 
" ncfs f and in a manner free from pedantry and affecla- 
" tation.." * 

8 He 
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He died at Paris, in the college of Clermont, upon the 
27th of May 1702, in the 75th year of his age ; after a life 
fpent, fays Moreri, under fuch conftant and violent fits of 
the head-ach, % that he had but few intervals of perfect eafe. 

BOULAI (Cjksar Egasse du) regifter and hiftoriogra- 
pher of the univerfity of Paris, was profeflbr of rhetoric many 
years in the college of Navarre. He published a treatife of rhe- 
toric, intituled, Speculum Eloquentiae, which was valued. His 1 
Thefaurus Antiquitatum Romanarum, came out in folio at 
Paris, 1650. Several law cafes of his compofing have been 
publifhed, relating to the differences, which arofe concern- 
ing the ele£tion of the officers of the univeriity, and fuch 
like matters. Thefe works fhew his -zeal for letters, and the 
great knowledge he had of the ufages and cuftoms of that 
univeriity. But the work, for which he ought chiefly to be 
remembered, is, " The hiftory of the univerfity of Paris," 
which be publifhed in fix volumes in folio. The firft part of 
it appeared in the year 1 665 ; but it feems was difapproved ; 
for we find " A Cenfure of the theological faculty at Paris,*' 
publifhed upon it in 1667, which was anfwered by du Bou- 
lai the fame year. The impreffion of it was flopped forBaiiiet 
fome time j but the commiffioners appointed by the king to Jugemin* 
examine what was already printed, and the author's defign, £ s s *vans f 
reported that nothing could reafonably hinder the impreffion ? °^s[ j£^ 
from being continued. " The reafons," fays Mr. Baillet, 17*1. 
** for cenfuring that great work feem to diminifh by degrees ; 
«' and all of them, perhaps, may vanifh at laft. And then 
" the publkk, notwithftanding the endeavours that have 
" been ufed to the contrary, may have a juft value for a 
" work, which is indeed a mixture of good and bad things ; 
** but it is otherwife very ufeful to give information of the 
" a&ions and writings of the learned men of France, and 
c< even of thofe foreigners, who have appeared in that firft 
<c univerfity of the kingdom. And indeed they begin to fay 
" flow, that it is a good book, generally fpeaking ; and that 
" it contains many material pieces, which it would be diffi- 
c * cult to find elfewhere fo well colle&ed." Du Boulai died 
upon the 16th of O&ober 1678. He was born in the village . 
of St. Ellier, in the Lower Maine ; but we do not find, in 
what year. 

s 

BOULAINVILLIERS (Henry de) lord of St. Saife, 
and an eminent French writer, was descended from a very 
ancient and noble family, and boro at St. Satfe upon- the 21ft 

of 
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of Odober in the yes^r 1658. His education wgs arnong the 
Di£t Hifto- fathers of the oratory ; where he difcovered from his infcncy 
nqoe-Por- tfiofe uncommon abilities for which he was afterwards dj#ir>- 

f^v^e. gU^* 1 ; ** c a PP'^ d himfrlf principally to f he mpft ufeful of 
all ftudies, the ftudy of hiftory : and his performances in this 
way *re numerous and considerable. He wa$ (he author of 
* hiftory of the Arabians ; Fourteen letter? upon the ancient 
parliaments of France ; a Hiftory of France to (he reign of 
Charles VIII -, The ffcte of France, with hiftorjcal memoir* 
concerning the ancient government of that monarchy to the 
time o( Hugh Capet; <* written, fays Mr. Montefqwey, 
44 with a firnplicity and hooeft freedom, worthy pf that an- 
«* cient noblefs from which their author was defcended." Mr. 
JJoulainvillicrs died at Paris upon the 23d of J^nnary *72?» 
aged fixty- four ye?rs ; and after his death was publi&od his 
«* Xife of, Mahomet," which has made him p?fs for no *pry 
^ood believer* He is Aippofed to have meant ill to Revela- 
tion in this work, which is looked upon rather as an apology 
for Mahomet, than a life of him 1 from this motive he is 
thought to have defended that impoflor farther, and tp have 
placed him in a more advantageous light, than any Jvftoric^l 
teftimonies can juftiry, It k very certain, that both Maho- 
met and his religion have been fliarnefully abufed and qatfre- 
prefcnted by the greater part of thofe, who have written about 
them ; and it i$ well known, that the learned Adrians* &e- 
landus, who never was fufpe0ed of aj»y difafteftion to Chris- 
tianity, wrotp hU book De religion* Mohammedica> tp vin- 
dicate them from fuch injurious mifreprefentationp. Why 
might not the tune love of truth, and deftre tp render unto 
every man his due* move our author to undertake the fame 
tafk ? It is to be observed, that this life of Mahomet i* not 
intirely finished by Mr. iSoulainvUliers; who, as we learn 
from an advertifeinent prefixed tp the Arnfterdam edition of 
^730, ?vo, died while he was employing hirufclf upon the 
lail y$ars of it. A <Wt and general aocount of it, however, 
was continued by another band, and makes about a ftx<fa 
part of the whole. . 

Befides thofe which we h*ve mentioned,' Mr. BoulainviUiers 
wrote fcveral other works ; " Jn which,' 9 %s the author* 
from wljorn I have egtraj&d this fbort account, " one can- 
'< not obferve without aftonifhment, that the facing ptrfag* 
(€ who calls into queftion the mod inconteftible dogmas of 
♦ ** religion^ frould bjindly believe in the reveries of judicial 
n^id. <c aftrolqgy." JBut he Should hav* remembered, that this 
W^s frr from being * Angularity in BoubuavilUcrs, even if it 

was 
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true, which we do not prefume to fay ; for Alt the great 
Cardinals Richelieu and Mazarine, and a thoufand others at 
that time in France, who had not a jot more religion than 
they, were yet all of them fubjed to the fame delufion. 

BOURDELOT (John) a learned French critick, who 
has diftinguifhed himfelf in the republic of letters, by writ- 
ing notes upon Lucian, Petronius, and Heliodorus. He lived 
at the end of the fixteenfh, and in the beginning of the feven* 
teeneh century ; was of a good family of Sens, and educated 
with great care. He applied hiihfelf to the ftudy of the 
Belles JLettres and of the learned languages; and Bail let tells 
us, that he pafled for a great connoifleur in the oriental 
tongues, and in the knowledge of manufcripts. Thefe pur* 
fuits did not hinder him from being confummate in the law* 
He exercifedthe office of advocate to the parliament of Paris 
in the year 1627, when Mary of Medicis, hearing of his 
uncommon merit, made him m after of the reqiiefts. He 
died fuddenly at Paris in the year 1638. His notes and emen- 
dations upon Lucian were publiflied at Paris in folio in 16 15 : 
Heliodorus 'with his notes in 1619, 8vo; and his notes on 
Petronius were printed with that author at Amfterdam in 1 663, 
1 2mo. Belides thefe, he wrote, as Moreri tells us, an Uni* 
verfcl Hiftory, Commentaries on Juvenal, a Treatife upon 
the etymology of French words, and many other works, 
which were never publiflied. 

There was alfo Abbe Bourdelot, his filter's fon, who 
changed his name from Peter Michon to oblige his uncle ; 
and whom he took under his prote&ion and educated as his * 
own Ion. He was a very celebrated phyfician at Paris, who 
gained great reputation by a treatife upon the Viper, and fe» 
vera! other works. He died there upon the 9th of February 
1685, aged 76 years. 

' BOURDON (Skbastian) an eminent French painter, 
born at Montpellier in the year 1619, had a genius fo fiery, 
that it would not let him refleft fufficiently, nor ftudy the t 
efientials of his art fo much, as was neceflary to render hint 
perfed in it. He was feven years in Rome, but was obliged 
to leave it before he had finiflied his ftudies, on account of a 
quarrel. However he acquired fo much reputation by his 
works, both in landfcape and hiftory, that upon his return to 
France, he had the honour of being the firlt who was rriadf 
tedter of the royal academy of painting and fculpture at Pa* 
iis; The fine arts being interrupted by the civil wars ill 
Vol, If. U France, 


France, fc; ^rav* llejl tp 5htcAw> wtere }ic f ftf twp yfar* 
Jfe WP4 very well $&gemed, and noWy pref§n!pd» fylfot 
great pattpn$f« of flirts and fpisnqB*, <pi$e» Chnftina* i^We 
portrait hp piajde. fje fucceedc^ b^tt^r iq fris JajujfgtyK&, 
than in his hiftory- painting. His pieces are feldom finiffied ; 
g$4 thpfe t^a^ ace fc, ar* jiot alway? the fineft tie^nce 
laid a wager w*fh a friend, that, he paiatfd twelp? head* a^itr 
gh? lifc, and as big 36 the life in oift day. H* won it j 4*4 
rf>e& h^atfs ajre faid to he not \b? w&*ft tfeiqgs be f y*r dirf. 
tHe 4?$W a vaft number of p^ures,. His rnqft cx^ofi&rable 
$>i?ce* are, * c Th? gallery of M. dp BrftorwiUiew," in Ac 
ifle pf N#re Dame j and ** The fev£9 wwk* tf MiK^i" 
which he etched by himfelf. But thf mpft efl:e$rne4 *>f all 
his performances is, u The martyrdom of St, P#j£r," <to*W 
for the pl?ur<:h of Notre- Dative : It i* Jc*pt as op? pf thp 
jchoi.cejft rarities of that cathedra). |$Qur4<w was. a QaJviPift 5 
rnucifi varied and refpe&ed, however, ia a pppfifr <?auntfy 
becaufc his life and rjiaru»ers were good. Ha #ed in 167}) 
aged fifty fpur ywf. 

■ ■ 

BOURIGNON (Antoinijtts) a. farnous ftnthufiairjc Qf 
the feraalf fex in the xviith century, was born Jaja, 1 3, i6i4, 
at Li lie in Flanders. She came intp the world (q very do- 
formed, that a (confutation was )?eld in the family f^ppt dajp 
about ft'uSing her for a axonftrous bjrth. $ut if (jh.e fiipk ftfiqc* 
beneath humanity in her outward fourths rnifld or fpirit wtifr 
pofijeffed f hat figure, feenas to be raifed as nearly ai?oye it, fpr at 
four years of age fhe rjot only ;ook notice that the people of 
. IJfle did not live up to the principles Qf chriftianity tq y/ty& 
fbey profefied, but was thereby djfturbed fo mucji as tgefefiff 
a removal intp fp$i£ more chriftian country.. There fftfilMt 
fce a plearer proof tjian this that ftie was turned put of thp 
ordinary road of nature, and it will hardly be denied* tbatjp 
ardor for chriftian perfection, fo highly inflamed in an infant, 
' was. as. npich out of the, qrdinary road of gw<v Thcgro- 
grefs was Citable to this beginning, tjer.parent* livqf) aftr 
tie unhappily together, IVfr. Jgou/ignori u£ng hit fpowfe will? 
Joo much feverity, efpecially in his pa$pq. 

On fhefe occaiions., Antoinette endeavoured to fqftep himby 
jber infant embraces which had fomet little effe£; buf tbePP* 
jhf rV uru?appin$(s gave titf daughter an ut^er averfton to m? 
^rimor;y ? 1 bis faliing upon a temper ftrongly tin&ured with e* 
thufjafm, file grew a perfe& devptee to virginity, and becaiw 
(9 immaculately chafte, that if her own word may be, taken, flw 
^?v^r l)a4 i(i aU r^er life^ not we^by temptation or AirprHe, tbe 
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teaft thought which could be unworthy of the purity of the 
virgin date ; Nay, (he poffeffed the gift of chaftity in fo 
abundant a manner, that the overflowed upon thofe that werd 
with her, her prefence and her conversion (bed an 'ardoue 
of continence, which created an infenfibility to the pleafuretV 
of the flefli.(A) There was a peculiar rclifli in their growing free 
from fenfe, and in that (late of exultation, (he foon began to 
feel i. e. fancy herfelf intimately united to her Creator. 

Mr. Bourignon, her father, however, had no notion of thefe 
abftraflions ; he confidered her as a meer woman, and having 
found an agreeable match, promifed her in marriage to a 
Frenchman. Eafter-day 1636, was fixed for folemnizing the 
nuptials ; but, to avoid the execution, the young lady fled 
for it, and cloathing herfelf like a hermit got away as fail as 
(he could, but was ftapt at Blacon, a village of Hainault, on 
fufpicion of her fex. Jt was an officer of horfe quartered ii* 
the village who feized her, and (he had certainly loft her vir- 

Srinity, had not the parfon come to her afiiftance. He ob-v 
erved fomething extraordinary in her, and mentioning her 
to the archbi(hop of Cambray, that prelate came to examine 
her, and fent her home. But being prefled again with pro* 
pofitions of matrimony, (he ran away once more, and going 
to the archbifhop obtained bis licence to let up a fmall fo- 
ciety in the country, with fome other maidens of her tafte 
and temper. , That licence, however, was foon retra&ed* 
and Antoinette obliged to withdraw into the country of Liege* 
whence (he returned to Lifle, and palled many years there in 
a private, reclufe way of. life in devottpn. and great fimpli- 
ctty, infomuch that when her patrimonial eftate fell to her,, 
(he refolved at firft to renounce it, but changing her mind, 
(he took pofleffion of itC B )» an ^ as & e was ^tisfied with a 


2»I 


(a) This Has been called a pene- ( • ) For this aflumption (he 

ttsxtve -virginity 5 thus the Virgin gave three reafont ; firft, that itr 

Itbry it fcid «o have a penetrative might not come into the ha ads of 

viigtyfty, wjiicb made thufe that' thofe who had no right to ir ; fe- 

beheld her, notwithftanding her condly, who would have made an 

beauty, have no fentiments but fuch ill ufe of it j betides, thirdly, Gbd 

aY were confident with chaftity. (hewed her that (he (hould have oc* 

Plefte Garnefeh's Elucidationes fa- cafipn for it for his glory. And' 

cY%, etc. apud Thomaftum in fche- as to charity, (he fays the deferv* 

diafmate hlftorico, p. 645. *Tit ing poor are not to be met with ilk 

true, madam Bourignon bad no this world. Vie Extcrieure dc M. 

beauty to weaken the force of her lc Bourignon. Her patrimony mu(i 

penetrative virginity ; bat then 'tis have been fomething ooofiderable, 

equally true that this faculty in her iince (he fpeaks of fcveral maid fer- 

fetd opt always ii*s proper effect, vants in her houfe. 

U 2 few 
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few conveniences, fhe made little, expence j and beftowing 
no charities, her fortune encreafed apace. 

This being obferved by one John de Saulieu, that perfon, tho* 
the fon of a peafant, refolved to make his court to her, and get- 
ting admittance under the character of a prophet, infinuated 
himfelf into the lady's favour by devout a&s and difcourfes of 
the moft refined fpiritualhy : at length he declared his paffion 
modeft I y enough at fir ft, and was eaiify checked ; but finding her 
in traftable, he grew rougher at laft, and fo infolent as to threaten 
to murder her if fhe would not comply. Upon this (he had re- 
<;otir(e to the provoft, who fent two men to guard her houfe. In 
revenge Sauiteu gave out, that fhe had promifedhim marriage, 
and even bedded with him* But, on conclufion, they were 
reconciled; be retraced his flanders, and addrefled himfelf 
to a young devotee at Ghent, whom he found more trada- 
ble (c). However this did not free her from other amorous 
vexations. ' 

The parfon's nephew of St. Andrew's parifh near Lifle 
fell in love with her, and as her houfe flood in ^fee-neighbour- 
hood, he frequently environ'd it, in order to force an 
entrance. Our reclufe threatened to quit her poft, if 
fhe was not- delivered from this troublefome fuitor. The 
ujicle drove him from his houfe. Upon this he grew defpe- 
rate, and fomcti fries difcharged a mufquet through the nun's 
chamber, and gave out that fhe war his efpoufed wife. This 
piade a noife in the city ; the devotees, were offended, and 
threatened to affront Bourignon, if they met her in the ftreets. 
At length fhe was relieved by the preachers, who published 
from their pulpits, that the report of the marriage was 
a fcandalous falfbood. 

Some time afterwards fhe quitted her houfe, and put her- 
felf as governefs at the head of an hofpital, where (be 
locked herfelf up in the cloyfter in .1658, having taken 
the order and habit of St. Auftin. But here again, by a very 
fingular fate, fhe fell into frefh trouble. Her hofpital war 
found to be infe£red with forcery fo much that even all 
the little girls in it had an engagement with the devil. This 

» 

4 
1 * 

(c) M4m. Bourignon, who is our great many intreaties and fubmifr 

authority for this, tells us, that Sau- fions by thefaid young woman, wjie* 

lieu feeing he could not obtain her' at laft, by her great humility, foften- 

in marriage, neither by love nor by ed his heart, and he married her, 

force, accoAed one cf her devotees, that if, made her, legally, an honeft 

who was alfo a mirror of perfection, woman, a little before (he was brought 

> and got her with child, after which to-bed. Vie- exterieurc de M. Je 

lie would not marry her, till after a Bourignon, p. 1 94. 
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gave room to fufpefl the governed j who was accordingly 
taken up by the magiflrates of Lifle, and examined : but no- 
thing could be proved againft her. However, to avoid fur- 
ther profecutions, (be thought fit to decamp, and t fled to 
Ghent, in 1662* She -was no fooner at Ghent, than God, it 
feems, revealed great fecrets to her. 

Be that as it will, 'tis certain that about this time fhe 
acquired a friend at Amfterdam, who proved always faith- 
ful . to her as long as he lived, and left her a good eftate 
at his death s his name was Mr. de Lort ; he was one' 
of the fathers of the oratory, and their' Superior at Malins, or Mechlin. 
and wa* director alfo of a hofpital of poor children. This 
profely te was her firft fpiritual birth, and is faid to have given 
her the fame kind of bodily pangs and throes as a natural 
labour, which was the cafe alfo with her other fpiritual 
children ; and (he perceived more or lefs of thefe pains ac- 
cording as the truths, whithfhehad declared, operated more 
or lefs ftrongly on their minds (o). Whence another of her dif- 
cipks, atertain archdeacon, talking with Mr. de Lort before 
their mother on the good and new refolution which they had 
taken, the latter obferved that her pains were much 
greater for him than for the former ; the archdeacon looking 
upon de Lort, who *was- fat and corpulent, whereas he was 
a little man himfelf, faid, tailing, It is no wonder that our 
mother has had a harder labour for you than for me, for you 
ace a vaft great child, whereas I am but a little one ; which 
made them all laugh : fo that we fee our Antoinette's difcU 
pies were* not • always lofty, but fometimes defcended 
from the fublimity of their devotion to the innocent raillery 
of men of the world. 

Our prophetefs (laid longer than (he intended at Amfterdam, 
where (he publifhedher piece of The Light of the world, and 
ibme others, and finding all forts of people crowd to vifit her, 
(be entertained hopes of feeing her dodrine generally embrae'd ; 
but in that (he wa* fadly deceived. For not with ftanding her 
conver&tiens with God were, as 'tis faid, frequent there, fo that 
(he underftood a great number of things by revelation, yet 

(s) This conceit waft taken, upby " cried, travailing in birth, and pained 
her from St. John** viflon of the " to be delivered." Vie continued, 
woman, mentioned in the Apocalypfe, p. 13 5. It might have been ground- 
chap, xii. v» 1, 1, " And thtrt an* «d as well upon St. Paul's addrefa 
" pearedagreat wonder in heaven,, to the Galatian converts, chap.it*. 
ff a woman cloathed with the fun*, ▼. 19. ti »*« /**, if c tr»K» *%** j Mf 
4t and the moon under her, feet, and little children of whom I travail 
" upon -her head a crown of twelve in birth* 
" ftarM Md (he being with child . • • 

U 3 (he 


?94 BOU R,I;G;NrO :N; 

fhc compofcd more books there than Q& had followers. . The 
truth is, her vifions and revel at ipns *qq plainly betrayed the 
vifionary and enthufiaftic. . ^ 

We (hall give, one instance as a fer^ple of the .raft: In 
ope of her extafies (he faw Ac)a#i> Jft the fame form un- 
' <Jer which he "appeared hefote ftia- ,{aU* and the manner 
How he himfelf alone was capable of procreating other man, 
fir*ce he poffeffed in hio>fejf the pf 'uicipje$ of both fexes* 
ljfay, (he pretended if was told her that he bad.. carried 
tjiis Angular procreative faculty ft. fa,r, as to produce the 
human nature of Jefus Chrift. The firff man* fays (he, 
whom Adam brought forth without any concurrent affiftaoce 
infiis glorified ftate, was chofen by God to be the: throne of 
the divinity ; the organ and inftrurr^t by which -Gad would 
, communicate himfelf externally to, mftft. This is Qinft the 
firft born united to human nature, btfth God and m^n. Be- 
fides thefe and fuch^ijee. extra vag3fu;tes* (he had other foe-* 
bidding qualities ; her temper was mprofe. and peevifli ; m 
which however (be was not unlike other devotees; but,coa- 
trany to the generality of fuch pejrfoflA, &q was extremely 

Jraritious and greedy of arriafiing richer* This quality . ren* 
exed her utterly uncharitable as t£$ie branch of aloifgivmg^ 
^nd fo implacably unforgiving, to fucb\pox»rrpeaf«nls jts bad 
robped her of any jtrjfle, djat &e #pyW have thern-pwifeduted 
with the utmoft rigour. 

Her flay at Amfter^^m was ,ajt lafc-cbie^y owing to the faap* 
pinefs Qie had in her dear de Lort :. that profelyte had atWan^ 
ped alijioft all his eftafe to forne , {elation** in order to dam 
the ifland of J^oorftrandt in Ho$#\t) x by which madosnta 
had acquired fome part of the ifland, together wila tije tythea 
apd government of the whoje. fie fa&i an eftate tor^fadam 
Bourignon, who prepared tp r,ejite Jhi&er in 166$ prbifit fha 
See his arti- rejected .the prppoiat pf I^abaUie and hifl difciplea to fisttat 
«le. ihemfelves there with (ier. It ft*4l». they had. offered de Let? 

a large fum of money to purefcafetbe wbolftiftaad* and theses 
by obtained his copfent to their f^«l^«ient in it ; this araaeuft* 
ting the grafs under her. feet > m Wjvcy which ibct took c& 
ife£tual care to prevent. Accordingly de Lort dying on the 
$£tb of November 1669, made hex 3 hia faetc.{i); . Tfcis 

•" • fete- 

(j) This fanatic de%ne:d Noord&> Mp righto s*4 preteafons *atfte or* 

t?andt for the pcrf<KUtt4 faints of tory ofl MecbHn, ttrioV ttettan con- 

pod ? and taking the Janfenifts to be ditibna, vtrhfch mot ftting- bafeiVoj 

facf^ lie drew them from ail parti he recovered his cAaW, 4Mit &ft~nqt 

i«ro the ifle, of which he fold them wittwut great hn*-(WW j wliwebjr 

a part, giving op aji the reft, with he Wat la\|«Ubat<l at Afcufttraro, 

ia 
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i rtherita'ric* however brought her into rtew troubles. A thou* 

fand raw fuit* were faffed to hinder her frottt enjoying it : ndr 

were her doSttint arid Religious priricrpfes' fpared oil the occafi* 

on. However, fee left Holland in 1 67 1 to gd into Nootdftrahdt. 

But Aopping rri her way at feveral places of rtolffeiti; 

tfhere A'e difariffed fome difciples (who followed her 4 , &6 

found, for the fake of the loaves) (he plied 1 her oen # 

Which, tfke the tortgtre of fome other females, run like 4 

tofferrtj for that the found it convenient to provide herfrlf 

With at prefY, wftete (he prirrtecT her books- ih Frdfcfr, Dutch; 

arid Germatr. Among others (he anfwered afl her'tfdver- 

ferresi in * ptece, intitled, The tefthriorry of truth ; whereto. 

Che handled the eedefiafttcs irt a fevere manner. This, as 1 

Mf. Bayfe obfcrvfe*, wasrtot the* way to be it peace*, but fhtf 

#amfecrthd firftfumftrrrental of all refigiott both natural an£ 

revealed; (he wanted humility. Two Lutheran rrrirtifterrf 

faifed the aiarrh agairrfl her by fotrte books. Wherein they 

declared, that people had been beheaded and burnt fof opi-' 

trior* left fupfportable than hers. Th© Labbadifts afffo Wroter 

lirtft her,* arrd her' prefs waa pfofirbfted. In this dfiftrefs 1 

re retired tb HeAfcjrgh in 1^7 3, in order to get out of rfttf 
florrii, but flte ttatfdifcovered and treated fo iri by the pctapW 
trndertriecftaYadretof a forcefefe, that file was very happy* 
hi getting feeretty away. They perfetuted her from city* 
to city ; five was aH refrgth (breed 1 ttr abandon rfolftein, srndf 
Went to Harhbtirgh hv 1676, as a plate 0/ more fetority { 
bat her arrival fwd-rid ftctrter tkken air than trie/ endeavoured 
f& ietee her. She lay hid for forrie days, and then went tcf 
OeftrYrfr, • Where* fbe got proteflKort rrorh the baron of Lat*- : 
bourfe and Was maw jgoverneft of an horbital. 

It&obfervaMe* thai? aff tfher paffon* have their holidays, but 
srvarice rievtef fuflferfr it*i* votaries to deviate* drice out of chafac- 
tfeh Wheit otrr 1 devdtee accepted the Care df this charity, fhe> 
declared that Ate tbfffentedtb coritribute her induftry both to 1 
the building- andtcr the thfrrrbotion 1 of tHe goods, and the in- 
fpeflRotl ofthe ftoor, but without engaging any part of hetf 
dfcrte; for whidt die alledged two reafons, ode that her" 

1* Mfc*M t&o, af tfft Ait of the having ft>(t both faith and charity* 

£p»ot» Jaafeiilt Mn . St. Araooiy and who hard even fuffeted himfew 

and before ho weac to prtfbn he waa to be f educed, by a wbmati of Mflf* 

feverely cenfured by a bi(hop, who With whom he lived, to the great 

tfeatdd him as a heretic, and at a Scandal of every one. He contU 

4MHfc wUc* eeveted th^ gtioiU Of this nucd dx Months in prifbn, and catae 

wotM, tw flit- detfinmc of tbofa out only by accident t h« wtent into) 

whom he ha4 deceived^ by felliog hia own itipad ane> died- of poifoii^ 

them lafeds in Noordftrandtj at a in 1669, as above. Vie continue*, 

stUn gttcfi t6 rfrlnJting 3' fufpeded of dc M. le Bourignon, p. %yo > 231. 

U4 . ' ' ' goods 


goods had already been dedicated to Qpd for the life of thole* 
who fincerely fought to become true chriftiansj the other, 
that men and all human things are very inconftant. This 
was an admirable reafon, never to part, with any thing, and re-, 
fer all donations to her laft will and teftament. In that fpirit, 
when fbe had diftributed among thefe poor people, fome cer-r 
tain revenues of the place annexed jo . this hofpital by tbq 
founder, being afked jf fee would ^lot contribute fomething 
of her own, Ihe returned anfwer in writing, that becaufe 
thefe poor lived like beafts v ,who had no fouls to fave, fho 
had rather throw their goods, which were confecrated to God* 
into the fea, than leave the leaft mite there. BQth ihe and 
her friends (that is, hef ,true followers) alfo carefully avoided 
it in all their a&ions, even to the refer v;ng. of the reftitntipa 
of .the deojers^of, all their acquifitionsu for the. day in which 
they intended to retire fropa the place.* 

, ..Nor wert other countnc&i|; feems better fuxnifbed with perfons. 

>#fto defer ved her crurities : thus this article. of expence did not 

Co it her much : whereupon Mr. Bayle i»ake§ the following re^ 

ipark y" It feems to me, lays he, that the children of this world 

areVn^j: wiferjn their, jgeperat ion, than t^efe children of light. 1 ' 

Bu^urely he forgot the occalion of the remark a* it ftanfU ia 

fiptipture, whexe/^ the children of this world areobferved to. 

be ( wirer,&c." in^th^tthat they make friends of the mammon of 

ifonghteoufneis y which cannot -be -applied to Mr$..Bourigno&; 

entire, contrary, flie.fuijered purely for. want of thatwifiionu 

^tl^as^pn this account that, (be found perfequtors in Oeitfrife* 

potwlthiiandingthebarqn^de Lat^ourg's pKOteflioo, fo thai; 

fi{e took her way toHjO^md i$.i68o, but died a| FrAppker, 

in the province of F rife fc op,the 30th of QSLojpex the faine year«j 

1 We have } alreajiy 4 rjjjenjtioned • the crookednefs. bptfr °* 

her outward ajid in w^d.fprtp f which,, pepba^y w$s ths t^ifl* 

uafori yhy'fhe wouW never fuffer Jfcfer gij§ure,.to. be^aken^ 

fiawe'ver herconftitwtion^waffo Jougty, tb^^^t^qfy^ the, 

fyigues'and troubles. of he^Jife* ihe feemei^jto be bufc.fotfjr, 

)?ears of age, .when ihe, was above fixty ; though Ae was al«} 

moil continually wearing ^r eye- fight, boijh by, reading and, 

- writing, yet (he never made "u(e of fpe&acles. She was 

Uicky enough to lwi/e; : jli^;j^e^/n^:|?eqM^lwble period* of. 

ier life t as her birth, her arriving to. the rank df art author** 

atld her death, <chara<Sterifed by comets; acitfumftance greats 

Jy favourable to a prophet and a' teacher .of a new religion,, 1 

The main principles of hers wej*e pfettyfnear the. fame with 

thofe of the Quietifts, excluding all external divine worfbip, 

and r«q*r ring a ceflation ofreafony Wtt, tfhd ufcderftaii|ding,that' 

CiddJ might fpread his divine light over them, oi caufe ii t< 

fevive'in them> without which the Deity tt not fufficiendy 

known* 
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known, but even he and the true knowledge of him are driven 
out of the mind, by that activity of reafon exerted by the 
philofophers, which is a corrupt fpirit and a true fpeciei of 
atheifm, and a rejecting of God. 

But befides thefe principles in common with the Brachmans 
and other enthufiafts, (he held fome Angular notions, one of 
which we have already mentioned, concerning Adam and Chrift ; 
and we (hall here mention another, which may be well enough 
called the counterpart of the former, as it contains her opinion 
of antichrift, whom (he held to be a devil incarnate, maintain* 
ing, that it was poffiMe for men to be born by the operation of 
the devil; not that the arch-fiend could do it alone without 
the co-operation of man ; hut having power over unchafte 
perforts, whfcn they abufe the principle of fertility, which the 
(capture calls falling the feed on the ground, the devil 
tranfports it by his diabolical interpofition into his witches, 
where he produces wicked men entirely devoted to him, 
who are tree anti-chrifts, and the devil will incarnate himfelf 
for that purpofe. Agreeably to which, confidering the double 
reign of' antt-chrift, fcnfual and ipiritual, file taught that, 
in the firft fenfe, it would be the vifible reign of a devil in- 
carnate. This opinion however, Was, perhaps, borrowed by 
our prephoctis, notwithstanding <he difclaimed all other 
teachers^ and pretended to receive every thing immediately 
from God alone. It favours much of the doflrine concerning 
Incubus • fpirits, that a demon can make a virgin with 
child in her deep, without prejudice to her virginity ; and 
that fome perfons of extraordinary merit have been produced 
from human feed after this manner (f). 

She had more difciples in Scotland than in any other country* 
perhaps, of the world } not only laymen, but fome of their eccle* 
iiaftics embraced Bourignonifm, and one of Antoinette's prin r 
cipal books was publifhed, intitled, The light of the world, in 
EnglMh, in 1696; to which the tranflator added a long pre- 
face to prove that .this maid ought at leaft to pafs for an ex* 
traordinary prophetefs. Mr. Charles Le&ey y in the preface 
to the fccond edition of his Snake in the grafs, obferved the 
errors of this fe&, and they were refuted at large by Dr. Cock- 
turn, in a piece intitled, Bourignonifm deteded, againft 
Mei&eurs Poiret, (g) de Lort, and the Englifh tranflator of the 
Lux Murjdi, who endeavoured to (hew that (he was infpircd 
a&d had received a commiffion from God to reform chriftianity. 

(') Thi$ folly if expofed with good of the life and doltriae of Madam 

wit and humour by the Count de Bourignon, which it printed in the 

Gabalis, in his fourth Difcourfe on NouvcHe de U Republique des let* 

*e Storet Sciences, p. 240. edit, tres, for April 1 685, art. 9. and 

,rVis, 1670. . May 1685, art. $. 

(«)• This author wrote an account 

Thii 
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This wai arrfwered by the Boirrigriofflfts in air apology for theff 
leader *, who has aremnartt ftill left in fome parts of Notth-Bf rtain. 

- There is an extract of hef wdrks* : in the Leipfic A&§ 
for May 1687, and January lWff. j 

BOURDALOUE, (Louts) ja% efteetned ?*« of the 
beft preachers in France, which the feventcemh century pro* 
Morcri. 3'uced, was born in Bowges, on the .loth of A«g«ft 163a* 
find entered into the fociety of tt)e jpfuifs in Novemb** 164& 
After having taught rhetoric, philofopfcy, and divinity* tkc 
uncommon talents which he discovered for the pulpit* deter* 
mined the fociety to fet him apart for that fervi$6< Tbe 
high reputation he quickly ac^airqd, as a prfeacbcf in the 
country v induce^ Jib fuperior* ^ fend for hm to ,I?*ri*io 
$669. He preached during t£e coarse of tfa^t ,yfc*r j» theii 
church of St. Lquif, s Hera he fkqne wrtf> ffiorp JuAre than 
ever. In Advent l^Oyhebeg^rjtqr appeax at courts who* 

3^ £b difaourfes. were often lifteae^ $e afterward* wit#- th« higf* 
eji fatisfa^foiu fcfpoo therevo^^ioft^f ehe *#&*£ iNoottf 
the king very prudently .nsuje crjoifl* »f Km to prenchtha 
catholic doorine to f he arw cpnvert*. in i^tfguedof^ • Th* 
latter part of his life be oonfecratedia 4& . fesvice; of th* h«fc 

Ibid. pitals, the poor and the prifonpr*, a*d by . his paiifcttift. difc 
courfes and engaging manner,, procured fer them very bow* 
tyful aim?. He died on the 13th of May 1704,,. in .tftfc?^ 
£ear of his ageu A corr?3 edifipn^of hipierfBMa'iWfBrftfb* 
UfhM at Pari* ja, 1707, by father ^r^Hiaea^Mv , — • f 

- B(>YCE,' (Samuel) a poet of i g66d de^tT of g^hitr^ 
but through his own mifittanar^rrterit of Very-'HtWe^rUfye 1 , 
w*is the fon of a tfiflfert ting tnittilteV at tihi\>Yfa. % t*e' wis 1 tern 
h* the 4 year 17085 and at the age of eighteeri^icht tb the* 
uftiverfity of Glafgow. Hi* father, it is find, dafigrfed War 
fcfr the mimftry $ 6ut Boyce, "having no pruderfte, ddfefltei 
hfe intentions, artd, what was df : rfftiCn greater cdrtfeljtitt»tt> 
mine* Bis fortunes He had not been at Ohfgptf- 1 a year, 
Wore he interrupted his edtrcatknv by rttarryirtgthe dirogjhfct 
*f a tradefrrian in that city. Thefrt he became' ^ependetltdff 
Ym- father, who* (futhwasrhVfbMjr and indulgence) <un%rf 
f Jris worthlefs fon to wafle the littfe- ctfate 6t hii family; ft 
Ihbt when the oM raatr hy fit his lkfVfiqknefij he Was fop* 
p#tt*d4rttirely by prtfents frorrt his congregation, aftd burietf 
after his death at their eaperice 1 . In the year *73' ? fcqjprf 
wa» at Edinburgh* Where? he pfobtifeed * tfclbiW of 
pwem^, fd wflietl fc fufcjriTied tfie Tablaturfc of Ceres', afl<f 
4 Letter upoft Liberty, inferted in the Dublin Journal 1726 » 
by both which he- obtained- r great reputation, and wtrtrooch 
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by the countefs of Eglington, to whom they 
were addrefled. Upon the death of the vifcountefe Stormont, 
Boyce wrote an elegy, intitled, The Tears of the Mttfes ; 
*s that lady was a woman of the moft refined tafte trr the 
iciences, audi a great admirer of poetry. The lord Stormont 
was fo much pieafed with this mark of efteetn paid to the 
memory of his lady, tljal be ordered a very handfome i*refetit 
to be given to Mr. Boyce, by his attorney at Edinburgh. 
Though Boyce's name was very well known in that city, 

Et hia peribn was obfeure; for he was perfeftly unfocial m 
s temper, and when he did affaft company, afleAed tint 
which w^a very low j fa that lord Storitiont'fr kind intention 
had been defeated, if an advertifement had not been putt* 
Kliied in one of their' weekly papers, defiring the author of 
the Tears of the Mvfcs to call at the honfe of the attorney. 

The notice which lady Eglktgton and lord Stormont foot 
of out poet, recommended him likewtfe to the pfetronage of 
the dmcheft of Qordon, a lady of diftinguifted tafte, who 
4ad him considerable fervicee, while he confirmed in Scot* 
land | add when he went to London, gave him a letter df 
recommendation to Mr. Pope, and obtained another for htfh 
to Sir Peter King, lord chancellor of England. Lord 8tot- 
mont recommended him alfo to the folicitor - generil 
his brother, and many other perfons of the flrft fafttfon. 
Here Boyce had fine opportunities of improving h*9 fkoatiott 
and fortunes ; but he made no ufe at all of them. He wai 
indolent, voluptuous, cntravagant ; and about the year 1 740, 
reduce* to fuck an extremity of human wfetdtedneft, that 
he had not a fliirt, a coat, of any kind of apparel to put on. 
Thefhcsta in which he lay were carried to the pawnbroker*; 
ahd he wa* obliged to be confined to his bed with no other 
ottering than a blanket. Be fbpported himfelf fix weeks in 
this diAccfcful fituatitxt by writing verfes for the Maga- 
zines 1 and fflufl certainly have coiu&nuedi in it much longer, 
if ho had not been relieved by the generofity of feme gentle- 
meiv who knew htm to be a man of parte. Towards the 
latter onfi of hia Hfe, his. behaviour was more decent than 
it had fame been before : and there were feme hopes, that a 
reformation, though ^e, wouM at length be wrought rft 
him. He was employed by a bookfellcV to tr anflfete Fenetbn 
oil the Exiftence of God, and began now to fopport abetter 
appearance than nfin& But white his ciiHtumftances were 
improving, tta health declined : he had however die fatif- 
f fadion, in hfelaft lingering itinefs, toebferve a poem of his, 
intfcledt The Deity,, recommended by two celebrated wri- 
ters, the ingenious Mr. Fielding, an* the reverend Mr. Jame* 
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Hervey, author ef the Meditations. The former,; in the 
beginning of his humorous hiftory of Tom Jones, calls k 
an excellent poem. Mr. Hervey ftiles it a pious and in- 
finitive piece ; and that worthy gentleman, upon hearing 
tha£ the author was jn neceffitous circnmftances, deposited 
two, guineas in the hands of a trufty perfon to be given to 
bhn whenever bis oceafions ihould prefe. This poem was 
written fome years before Mr. Fielding and Mr. Hervey took 
any notice of it; and upon its firft publication Mr. Pope, 

,it is.faid, wasaflted, whether he was not the authorof.tr? 
To which that poet replied, that >' he was not indeed the 
"^author of it* Jwt that there were many lines in it, «f which 

_" be fhcHild not be aCtamed." 

v lathe month of May 1749, Mr. Boycedted in obfciire 
lodgings near Shoe4ane, and was buried at the expence of 

-xhe parifb.. Never was a more (hocking exit, nor a life {pent 
>yith lefs prudence. and virtue, than that of Mr.Boyce^ 

^and never were uncommon abilities given to lefs purpofe. 

. His, genius- was' npt confined to poetry >, he had a taftefor 
/painting, mufic, and heraldry, intheUaft of whleb he' was 

rvc^ry well ikilled; His' poetical pieces, if collected*- would 

.make fix irioderaje volumes. . Many of them ate; Mattered in 

rtbe Gentleman'* Magazine, marked vekh the letter Y and 
^Jiqeus. Two volumes were puWifhcdrin. London, but we 
do notfind that theyever fold* • 


it 


\ BQYER,;(Arel) a well-known gloflbgrapher and fat* 
tftpfiographer, was born at Caftrr&in Franca in the year 
^^64. ; Upon the revocation.of thcedi& of Nantx, he went 
; t$j£jene,yaj and from thence to Erancker, where he finiihed 
his fiudies. Afterwards be came over to England, where he 
fpent his whple life, and died at .Chelfta upon the . 16th of 
Nqvember 1729. The- work- he . isrehiefly known* by, «is a 
very excellent French and Englifli, and;Engli£b aad French 
dictionary 5 drawn up originally, as we are told in* the tide 
page, for tfce ufe of bis highnefs the .Duke of Gloucester. 
,Itwasfirft printed .at /London in thd year i6$9y 410; aad 
jth£ fourth, : that is, the Jaft edition; of it in England, for it 
,was printed alfo abroad, is tbtat of .17.53; • He wrote alio a 
jFrenph. grammar in Englifli;- for it; is remarkable, that he 
attained -the knowledge of theEngfcih language to asrmuca 
perfection as if it had. been the language ofc his native*. coun- 
try. As an hiftpriographer, he Wab .the > author of ^ T be 
« Political State of Great Britain/' ^' faf ^The. Hiftory 
** of King William and Queen .Mary." But- in this cha- 
racter he is not fo refpeitable as ii*itfeeifarmav - . ■'■■ 

There 
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Thetfe was alfo Claude Bojrer, , a French poet, a member 
of the French academy, and author of Judith and Jepthe, 
(acred tragedies, with feveral other pieces, who died upon the 
22d of July 1693, when he was ninety years old. 

BOYLE, {Richard) honorably diftinguifhed by the 
title of the great earl of Corke, was defcended from a family 
whofe name before the conqueft was Biuville. He was the £arl ^ 
youngeftfdnof Mr. Roger Boyle of Herefordflure, by Joan, corke'a 
daughter of Robert Naylor of Canterbury, and born in the True Re- 
city of Canterbury on the 3d of Oaober 1566. He was ™ mbrM " 
ioftrufted in grammar learning by a clergyman .of Kent, and 
after having been a fcholar in Bennet college, Cambridge, 
where be was remarkable for early riling? indefatigable ftudy, 
and great temperance, became ftudent in the Middle Temple. 
Having loft his father when he was but ten years old, and 
his mother at the expiration of other ten years, and being True Re- 
unable to fupport himfelf in the profecution of his ftudies, mcmbran- 
he entered into the fervice of Sir Richard. Aflanwood, km. ces * 
lord chief baron of her Majefty's court of exchequer, as one 
of his clerks : but perceiving that this employment would not 
raife a fortune; he refolved to travel, and landed at Dublin 
on the. 23d of June 1588, with fewer pounds in his pocket Budgeir§ 
than he afterwards acquired thoufands a-year. He was then th^l^s 
about two and twenty, had a graceful perfon, and all the re* p. 4. 
quifite accomplishments to make a young man fucceed in a 
country which was a fcene of fo much a&ion. Accordingly 
he made himfelf very ufeful to fome of the principal perfons 
employed in the government, by penning for them memorials, 
cafes, and anfwers, and thereby acquired a perfect know- Historical 
ledge of the kingdom and the ftate of public affairs ; of which ? e 5 e ^ 1011 ?, ' 
he knew well fyow to avail himfelf. In 1595 he married p^,. *'* 
at Limerick Joan, the daughter and coheirefs of William 
Anfley of Pulborough, in Sufiex, cfq; who had fallen in love 
with him/ This lady died in December 1 599, in labour of Memois of 
her firft child (who was born a dead fon) leaving her hufband the Boyle*, 
za eftatfe of 500 1. a year, in lands, which was the beginning ¥• 4* 
of his fortunes* Some time after, Sir Henry Wallop of TrueRc _ 
Nares, Sir Robert Gardiner, chief jufticc of the king's membran.- 
bencb, Sir Robert Dillam, chief juftice of the common pleas, cet ' 
and Sir Richard Bingham, chief commiffioner of Connaught,. 
fUkd with envy at certain purchafeshe had made in the pro- 
lunoe, reprefeoted to Queen Elizabeth that he was * in the 
pay ?f the king of Spain (who had at that time fome thoughts' 
of invading Ireland) by whom he had been furniihed with* 

money 
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money to buy feveral large eftates ; ami that he waft ftrongly 
fiifpeded to be a Roman catholic in his heart, with many 
either malicious ftggeftions equally groundless : whereof Mr. 
Boyle having private notice determined to com* ov$t to Eng- 
land to juftify himfelf. But before he could take (hipping, , 
. the general rebellion In Murtfter broke out ; all his lands were 
TmcRc- warn, Co that he had not one penny of certain revenue left. 
Bembran- j n tn j s jiftrefs be betook himfelf to his former chamber in th* 
*** Middle Temple, London, intending to renew his ftudies la 

the law till the rebellion fhould be fupprdfed. When the 
earl of Etim was nominated lord deputy of Ireland 
Mr* Boyle being recommended to him by Mr. An- 
thony Bacon* was received by his lowHhip very gradoufly ; 
and Sir Henry Wallop, treasurer of Ireland, knowing that 
Mr- Boyle had in bis cuftody feveral papers which touid de- 
td& his rogvifb manner of paling his accounts, refctved trt- 
toiiy to depreft him ; and fdr that end Renewed his former 
cgtnpialnts againft him to the Queen. By her tnajefty's Q*e- 
rial duA&iona Mr. Boyle was fuddenly taken up and com- 
nutted clofe prifcner to the Gatehoufe. All his papers? wefe 
fehscd and firarehed, and although nothing appeared to his 
. prejudice, yet his confinement lafted rill two .months after 
his new patron the earl of Eficx was gone to Ireland, At 
BWgeU, p. length he, wish much difficulty, obtained the favour *4 the 
n * queen to he prcfent at his examination ; and having folly *n- 

fwered whatever was alledged againft him, he gave a fllotff 
relation of his own behaviour fince hefidt fettled m Ireland, 
and concluded with laying open to the queen and her cennctf 
the oo*du& of his chief enemy Sir Henry Wallop ; upon 
Tme Re- which her majesty broke out into thefe words; '* By God's 
membrao- « death, thefe a*e but inventions aaainfttlus young man, and 
*** *■• all his fufferings are for being able to do us ferviCfc, sind 

** thefe complaints unged to foreftal him therein. But we 
" find him to be a man fit to be employed by ouvfelveafj 
" and we will employ him in our fervice * and' Wallop and 
' " his adherents fhail knnw that it flwll not be in the power 

"of any of diem to wrong him. Neither fliall Wallop te 
*• our treasurer any logger." She gave orders not 6nhrfo* 
Mr. Boyle's prefent enlargement, but alfo for paying all the 
charges and fees his^confinement had brought upon him, and 
gave him her hand to ki& before the whole affembly. A few* 
days after, the queen conftituted him clerk of the council of 
Munfier, and recommended him to Sir George Carew, after*" 
wards earl of Totnefs, then lord pcefident of Munfler, Who 2 
became his conftant friend f and very tpoti after- he jot* riedfr 

juftice 
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jtijfc? *f *h* pe ace and of the qwrixn* throughout nil the 
province. His preferment 19 be derfc of the council, he re- True Re- 
«wks t was the fecund life that God gae e to hit fortune- J^"*™- 
Jie attended in that capacity the lord piefident in all his emr 
pfaymenfte, end was feitf by his Jordihip to the queen* with 
the fl?sy& flf the vitftary gained on the 34th of December 
i6w,. Beat Kinfale, over tile Irtfh and theit Spanifl* agijia* 
*icp, whp wre totally i»Mted> 1200 being (lain ia the fold, 
and 8p$ wwnde4» * I made' (fay* he) * a Jjicedy expedi* 
c tj$a IP the court* fpr 1 left my lord preWe»t at Shannon* 
€ c,af}le, j*ar Cork, w the Maway ewrfling about two of 
c the ^ck, a&d ibe ?e?t day being Tueftay, I delivered 
4 my KrcMi and fupped with fir Robert Cecil, being then 
« prin^J fe&et&y ot Sate, at hi* heufc in the btrandi 
« who, after flipper*, hpld me to difcottrfe tiU two of th« 
( clock in tfi* piprwag } Afld by fcveo that aaoraiftg called 
* upon n>e to 9tMfi4 him *> the court, where be prefemed 
< ppttohtf mfifky ia her bedchamber,' 

Upon his retwa %* Iftland he affifted aMbe fiege of Beer* 
feavei^caiUq, which was tafcn by few), rod the garrifon put 
to, the fword* After the reduction of the weftem part of the 
pr<wjB£f« die lord preW«t far* Mr> Boyle agaiat to England 
te PWW9 tb* queen'* Jtawe foe hie return j and having ad- 
viied &(n tpt ptircbafe fir Water Raleigh'* land* in Mupfee* 
he gave bin* a> kftor *o (k Robert Cecil ftcietary of ftate, 
containing a very advantageous acraeat of Mr» BkyJe's abL* 
lifter and of the fervices he had done his country ; in conii- 
deration of which he defired the fecretary to introduce- him 
to Sir Walter* e»A recommend km as a proper purchaser for 
hie lands in Inland, if he was di$ofed to part with them; 
He wrote at the fame time to fir Waiter Raleigh hiinfejf, ad-* 
vifmg hirn to fell Mr* Boyle all hi* lands in Irelaad* then 
untenanted arjfl of no value to him, having, to hia lonUkip's 
knowledge, never yielded him any benefit, but, on the con- 
trary, flood him in ?oq 1. yea/ly for the fupj . »rt of his titles* 
fa a peering between fa ftobqrt Caul* 6* Waller Rajeigh, 

%ad Mn, Boyle, the purchalt wa* aanelndcd by the mediation 
of the former. This Mr. Boyle calls the third addition ao4 
lift ^0 his. eilatn. (a) 

(a) «•» WkImt Baidgh't eAflte $t*ct, that ie 'wis not bnfy well 

osndded of twalvt «hwrflM» mm in tenanKd- hot hi the moft ttvriving; 

4k -CQuntioe of C«riD aod WaMrt^rd oeMHtion of aoy ertate in Ireland. 

(Car'» HW. cf Irctood, Yo4. i. p. Cok^ HMfory of Ireland. Vol. IL' 

J5«.) wfeicti was fo cmkJ* knpr^ed Pr«f# 
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In 1602, Mr. Boyle,- by advice of his friend fir George 
Carew, made his addrefles to Mrs. Catherine Fenton, daugh- 
ter of fir George Fenton, whom he married on the 25th of 
July 1603, her father being at that time principal fecretaryof 
ftate. " I never demanded, fays he, any marriage portion with 
* c her, neither promife of any, it not being in itiy confide- 
(< rations; yet her father, after my marriage, gave trie- one 
*' thoufand pound in gold with her. But that gift of hit 
" daughter to me, I muft ever thankfully acknowledge as 
" the crown of all my bleffings ; for, (he was a mod refigi- 
*' ous, virtuous, loving, and obedient wife to me all the 
** days of her life, and the mother of all my hopeful chil- 
4< dren." He received on his wedding-day the honour of 
knighthood from bis friend Sir George Carew, now pro- 
moted to be lord-deputy of Ireland. March 12, 1606, he 
was fworn a privy-counfellor to king James for the province 
of Munfter; Feb. 15, 1612, he was fworn a privy-counfel- 
lor of ftate of the kingdom of Ireland $ and on the 29th of 
September 1 616/ cheated lord Boyle, baron of Youghall. 
Oft. 16, 1620, he was created lord vifcount of Dungarvon, 
and carl of Corke. Lord Falkland, the lord-deputy, hav- 
ing reprefented his fervices ih a j aft light to king Charles I. 
his majefty fent his excellency a letter dated November 30, 
1627, directing him to confer the honours of baron and vif- 
count upon the earl's fecond furvivlng fon Lewis, though he 
was then only eight years old (b). : 

Oft. 


(b) The preamble to the patent Is 
at follows 1 * We, taking notice of 
' the excellent virtues and high fa- 
acuities of Richard earl of Corke, 
4 in advancing our affairs in Ireland, 
4 not only in council, bat in the go- 
' vernment of the province of Mun- 

* tier, in which he has (hewed him- 

* felf to be a perfon of high abilities, 
4 but alfo in many other works of 

* great moment, viz. in building 

* towns, and fortifying. them with. 

* fair walls and towers, and filling 

* them with Englifh colonies, build- 
' ing churches, and reducing the 

* people to civil obedience; in «fta- 
*- blifhing. religion, extirpating fu- 
*. perdition, defending the paflesof 

* that country with caftles, building 

* many bridges for the convenience 
4 of the public, guarding the ports 

* and maritime places of the faid pro- 
€ vince againft foreign enemies $ in 


strife Introducing manufactures and 
mechanic arte into the province, 
and afterwards cftablifhiog them 
by guilds and fraternities of artifi- 
cers, to the plentiful increafe of 
riches and civility, by planting and 
continually fupporting leaders and 
other men, experienced in arras, 
from England, to the number at 
lead of fifteen hundred, and to 
the perpetual fecurity and defence 
of thofe part£ : And all this be did 
at his own expence, and by his 
own induftry 5 all which tend not 
only to the prefent utility and or- 
nament of tboftpaws, buttoMU 
perpetual fecurity and defence at 
them, really 1 indeed excellent, aai 
which it 1% difficult to fay, whether 
the like was ever .undertaken by 
any other /ut>j*<a in times part. Is 
contemplation of which our father 
adorned the (aid Richard with ma- 
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Od. 26, 1629^ on the departure of lord-deputy Falkland* 
the earl of Corke in conjun&ion with lord Loftus was appointed 
one of the lords juftices of Ireland, and held that office feveral 
years. On the 16th of February following, the earl loft his 
counted. November 9, 1631, he was constituted lord high 
treafurer of Ireland, and had intereft enough to get that high 
office made hereditary in his family, Neverthelefs he fuf- 
fered many mortifications during the adxniniftration of lord 
Wentworth, afterwards earl of Strafford, who, before he 
went to Ireland, had conceived a jeaJoufy of his authority and 
intereft in that kingdom, and determined to bring him down, 
imagining, that if he could humble the great earl of Corke, 
no body in that country could give him much trouble. On 
the breaking out of the rebellion in Ireland in 1641, the ear) 
of Corke as foon as he returned from England (where he hap* 
pened to be at the time of the earl of Strafford's trial) he 
immediately raifed two troops of horfe, which he put under 
the command of his fons the lord vifcount Klnelmeaky and 
the lord firoghill, maintaining them and 400 foot for fome 
months at his own charge. In the battle which the Englifh Cox's HiA* 
gained at Lifcarrol, Sept. 3, 1642, four of his fons were en- y . Ir ^j nd » 
gaged, and the eldeft was (lain in the field. The earl him- p , 9 '~ * 
felf died about a year after, on the 15th of September, in 
the 78th year of his age, having fpent the laft, as he did the 
firft years of his life, in the fupport of the, crown of England 
againft Irifh rebels, and in the fervice of his country. Tho' 
he was no peer of England, he was, on account of his emi- 
nent abilities and knowledge of the world, admitted to fit in 
the houfe of lords upon the wool packs, ut confiliarius. When fiorlafe Re* 
Cromwell faw the prodigious improvements he had made, duftion of 
which he little expe&ed to find in Ireland, he declared, that *£ Jand ' p- 
if there had been an earl of Cork in every p:ovince, it would 


' ny titles of honour, and placed 
' him in the higheft degree of nobi - 
' lity in Ireland, fo that we have 
' fcarce any thing left us to heap 
' upon our faid coufin, unlcfs we 
' derive honours to his fons, and 
.' pofterity of his name, to the per- 
' petual ek>gy of his memory. And 
' we being informed, that our faid 
* coufin has had a feeond fon named 
' Lewis, a youth of great hopes, 
' the true image of his father's ge- 


Introd. to 
the feeond 
Vol. of th4 

nius, and in whom is eafy to be Hiftory of 

feen a branch of that tree from England; 

whence he fprung : We alfo, to 

mew our good difpofition to the 

faid earl, and to give him fome 

token of our favour which mar 

remain to pofterity in an indelible 

c ha rafter, have thought proper to 

place the faid Lewis (for the fake 

of his father) though in his tender 

years, among the nobles of thi$ 

kingdom, &c* 
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have been impoffible for the Irifli to have raifed a itbel- 
lion. 

He affecled not places and titles of honour until he wa» 
well able to maintain them, for he was in the thirty-feventh 
year of his age when he received the honour of knighthood, 
and in his fiftieth when he attained to be a baron. He made 
large purchafes, but not till he was able to improve them ; 
and though he paid money for his lands, yet the rents that 
he received from them were the fruits of his own prudence, 
and he grew rich on eftates which had ruined their former 
pofleflbrs ; and increafed hs wealth, not by hoarding, but by 
fpefiding ; for he built and walled feveral towns at his own 
coft, but in places fo well fituated, that they were foon filled 
with inhabitants, who, though their rents were moderate, 
quickly repaid him the money he had laid out with inter eft; 
and he as readily laid it out again : Hence, in the fpace of 
forty years, he acquired to himfelf what in fome countries 
would have been efteemed a noble principality ; and as they 
came to years of difcretion, he beftowed eftates upon his fons, (c) 
and married his daughters into the beft families in that coun- 
try ; fo that his power and credit were continually increafing, 
and he was generally efteemed, beloved by th$ Englifh, and 
refpecled and obeyed by the natives ; the former admired his 
wifdom, the latter flood amazed at his magnificence ; for as 
he had the power and property, fo he had the foul and fpirit 
of a prince ; and his caftle of Lifmore looked rather like the 
palace of a fovereign, than the refidence of a private man 
whofe eftate was of his own raifmg. He outlived moft of 
• * thofe who had known the meannefs of his beginning, but 
he delighted to remember it himfelf, and even took pains to 
preferve the memory thereof to pofterity in the motto which 
he always ufed, and which he caufed to be placed upon his 
tomb, viz, God's providence is my inheritance, (d) 

» 

(c) He had no lefs than feven fons vived him, namely, Richard, Lewis, 

and eight daughters by his lady. At and Roger, made peers before his 

the time his lad child Margaret was death. a Budgell. 
born, he was in the fixty-fourth year. (d) On the 23d of June 163*, l» 

Of his fons, Richard the fecond Ton, committed the molt memorable cir- 

fucceeded in the earldom of Cork,; cumftances of his life to writing, ut- 

Lewis was created baron of Bandon. der the title of True Remembrances* 

and vifcount Kinelmeaky 5 Roger which are publifhed in Mr. BircVs 

was baron of Broghill and earl of life of the Hon. Mr. Robert Boyle: 

Orrery, and Francis was lord Shan- In thefe he remarks, that though ht 

non. Robert, his feventh and young- raifed fuch a fortune as left him do 

eft, refufed a peerage, but acquired room to envy any of his neighbourly 

a greater name tfyan kings can give, yet he did' it without care or burden 


The earl had the fatisfa&ion of fee- to his conference, 
•ng three of the fire fons who fur- 
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BOYLE (Rocbr) earl of Orrery, fifth Toft of Richard Earl of 
the great earl of Cork, was born on the 25th of April, 1621* ^ orke « s 
and created Baron Broghill in the kingdom of Ireland when m «nbran- 
but (even years old. He was educated at the college of Dub* ce*. 
lin, and about the year 1636, was, by his father, fent with 
his elder brother lord Kynalmeaky to make the tour of France Mortice's 
and Italy. After his return, he married lady Margaret How- ^^^ 
ard, fitter to the earl of Suffolk. During the rebellion in Orrery. 
Ireland, he commanded a troop of horfe in the forces raifed 
by his father, and on many occasions gave undeniable proofs 
of his conduct and courage. After the ceflation of arms, 
which was concluded on the 15th of September 1643, he 
came over to England, and reprcfented in fuch a light to the 
king the true character of the Irifh papifts, that his majefty 
was convinced they never meant to keep the ce (Tat ion, and 
therefore fent a commiflion to lord Inchiquin, pre fi dent of 
Munfter, to profecute the rebels. Lord Broghill employed 
his intereft in that county to a (lift him in this fervice ; and 
when the government of Ireland was committed to the par- 
liament, he continued to obferve the fame conduct till the 
king was put to death. That event (hocked' him fo much, ^moire f 
that he immediately quitted the fervice of the parliament ; the Boyies, 
and, looking upon Ireland and his eftate there as utterly loft, p*4 T * 
embarked for England, and returned to his feat at Marfton 
in Somerfetihire, where he lived privately till the year 1649, 
In this retirement, reflecting on the diftrefs of his country, 
and the perfonal injury he differed whilft his eftate was held 
by the Irifh rebels, he refolved, under pretence of going to 
the Spaw for his health, to crofs the feas, and apply 
to king Charles II. for a commiflion to raife forces in Ire- ™ se '' p " 
«nd, in order to reftore his majefty, and recover his own 
eftate. He defired the earl of Warwick,* who had an intereft 

• 

in the prevailing party, to procure a licence for him to go 
to the Spaw. He pretended to the earl, that his fole view 
was the recovery of his health j but, to fome < f his friends 
of the royaUparty, in whom he thought he could confide, 
he difcovered his real defign ; and, having raifed a confider- 
able fum of money, came up to London to profecute his 
voyage. The committee of ftate, who fpared r.o money to Ibld * 
€* proper intelligence, being foon informed of his whole de- 
l SPi t determined to proceed againft him with the utmoft fe- 
verity. Cromwell was at that time general pf the parliament** 
forces, and a member of the committee, no ft ranger to lord 
BroghuTs merit; and confidering, that this young nobleman 
mi ght be of great ufe to him in reducing Ireland, he earneft- 
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Iy intrcated the committee, that he might have leave to talk 
with him, and endeavour to gain him before they proceeded 
to extremities. Having, with great difficulty, obtained this 
permiffion, he immediately difpatched a gentleman to the 
lord Broghill, to let him know, that he intended to wait up- 
on him. Broghill was furprized at this meffage, having ne- 
ver had the leaft acquaintance with Cromwell, and therefore 
defired the gentleman to let the general know that he would 
wait upon his excellency. But while he was expedting the 
return of the meffenger, Cromwell entered .the room ; and, 
after mutual civilities, told him in fefr words, that the com- 
mittee of ftate were apprized of his defign of going over, 
and applying to Charles Stuart for a commiffion to raife forces 
in Ireland ; and that they had determined to make an exam- 
ple of him, if he had not diverted them from that refo- 
lution. The lord Broghill interrupted him, and affured 
him that the intelligence which the committee had received 
was falfe; thattie was neither in a capacity, nor had any in- 
clination, to raife disturbances in Ireland ; and concluded, 
with intreating his excellency to have a kinder opinion of 
him : Cromwell, inftead of making any reply, drew fome 
papers out of his pocket, which were the copies of feveral 
letters fent by the lord Broghill to thofe perfons in whom he 
moil confided, and put them into his hands. Broghill find- 
ing it was to no purpofe to diflemble any longer, aflced his 
excellency's pardon for what he had faid, returned him his 
humble thanks for his protection againft the committee, and 
intreated his advice how he ought to behave in fo delicate 
a conjundure. Cromwell told him, that though till this 
time he had been a ftranger to his perfon, he was not fo to his 
merit and charader ; but that he had heard how gallantly his 
lordfhip had already behaved in thq Irifli wars ; and therefore, 
fince he was named lord lieutenant of Ireland, and the re- 
ducing that kingdom was now become his province, he had 
obtained leave of the committee, to offer his lordfhip the 
command of a general officer, if he would ferve in that 
war : that he fliould have no oaths or engagements impofed 
upon him, nor be obliged to draw his fword againft any but 
the Irifli rebels ; the lord Broghill was infinitely furprized at 
fo generous and unexpe&ed an offer ; he faw himfelf at li- 
berty, by all the rules of honour, to ferve againft the Irifli, 
whofe rebellion and barbarities were equally detefted by the 
royal party, and the parliament: he defired, hotvever, the 
general to give him fome time to confider of what had been 
propofed to him, Cromwell hrifkly told him, that he nuift 

come 
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come to feme refolution that very infhutt 5 that he himferf 
was returning to the committee who were ftill fitting, and 
if bis lordihip rejeded their offer, they had determined to 
fend him to the Tower. Broghill finding that his life and li- 
berty were in the utmoft danger, and charmed with the 
franknefs and generofity of Cromwell's behaviour, gave him 
his word and honour, that he would faithfully ferve him 
againft the Irifh rebels ; upon which, Cromwell once more 
affured him, that the conditions which he had made with 
him, (hould be punctually obferved ; and then ordered him 
to repair immediately to Briftol, to which place forces (hould 
be fent him, with a fufficient number of (hips to tranfport 
him into Ireland ; adding, that he himfelf foon would follow 
him, and was as good as his word* in every particular. 

He foon raifed in that kingdom a troop and a regiment of 
1500 men, with which he joined Cromwell on his arrival ; 
and whilft the latter laid fiege to Clenwell, Broghill being 
detached to difperfe a body of 5000 mtn 9 which had afiem* 
bled to relieve the place, he, with 2000 borfe and dragoons, 
came up with the enemy at Maecrooms on the 10th of May 
1650, and without waiting for the arrival of his foot, im- 
mediately attacked and routed them, making their general, , 
the titular bifhop of Rofs, prifoncr. He offered this man > 
his life if he would order the garrifon of Carrigdroghid 
eaflle to furreader ; which the bifhop promifed, but when 
concluded to the place, he advifed them to defend it to the 
faft extremity ; upon which lord Broghill ordered him to be ^ rIafe * 1 * 
hanged. He fent a fummons to the cattle to furrender be- th ! e °2u«i- 
fcre the arrival of his battering cannon, other wife they were on of Ire- 
toexpeft no quarter^: his own army was furprifed at thi$ IaQ d. 
fummons, as knowing he had not one piece of heavy can- 
non ; but Broghill had ordered the trunks of feveral large 
trees to be drawn at a diftance by his baggage- horfes ; which * 
the befieged perceiving, and judging from the flowncfs of the J 
notion, that the guns inuft be of a vaft bore, immediately 
capitulated. When Ireton Cat down before Limerick, he 
gave Broghill 600 foot and 400 horfe, with orders to prevent 
»rd Muikcrry's joining the pope's nun tio, who had gotten 1 
gether a body of 8000 men, and was determined to attempt 
the relief of Limerick. Mufterry was at the head of 1000 
hoife and dragoons, and about 2000 foot : notwithftanding 
J*hich, lord Broghill fell refolutely upon him. The Irifh, 
having the advantage of the ground and numbers would have 
^ttered, but for a ftratagem of lord Broghill. In the 
ttat of the aftion, he defired thofe .about him to repeat 
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mm what he faid ; anfl then cried out as loud as he could, They 
run, they run. The fir ft line of the Irifh looked round to 
fee if their rear broke, and the rear feeing the faces of their 
friends, and hearing the fhouts of the enemy, imagined that 
the firft line was routed, and fled. The taking of Limerick, 
which put an end to the war in Ireland, was the confluence 
of this defeat. After Cromwell was declared protector, he 
fent for lord Broghill, made him one of his privy council) 
and allowed him as a great a (hare of his confidence, as any 

Budgell. man, except Thurloe(A.) In 1656, the proteftor, either 
fu(pe£ting Monk's attachment to his perfon, or defirous of 
relieving the people of Scotland, who complained of this 
man's feverity, propofed to lord Broghill to go to that king- 
dom with an abfolute authority ; to which his lordihip with 
reluftance agreed, upon condition that he {hould have a dif- 
cretionary power to act as he (hould fee proper; that no 

Hid. credit (hould be given to any complaints till he had an op* 

portunity of vindicating himfelf, ar d that he (hould be re* 
called in a year. Cromwell kept his word to him, for tho' 
the cdmplaints againft Broghill were more numerous than thofe 
againft Monk, upon giving, at his return to London when 
the year was expired, an account of the reafons of his con- 
duc~t, Cromwell conceived a higher efteem for him than 
ever. 

After the death of his patron Oliver Cromwell, lord Brog* 
hill did his utmoft to ferve his fon, to whom his lordibip, in 

Ibid. p. 76. conjunction with lord Howard and fome others, made an of- 
fer, that if he would not be wanting to himfelf, and give 
them a fufficient authority to aft under him, they would 
either ft rce his enemies to obey him, or cut them off. Rich- 
ard, ftartled at this propofition, anfwered jn a confternation, 
that be thanked them for their friendfhip, but that he nei- 
ther had done, nor would do any perfon any harm ; and that 
rather than a drop of blood (hould be fpilt on his account, 
he would lay down that greatnefs which was a burden to 
him. He was fo fixed in his refolution, that whatever the 
lords could fay was not capable of .making him alter it, ana 
they found it to no purpofe to endeavour to keep a man in 


(a) In 1654, he was chofen knight 
for the county of Cork to ijt with 
other parliament- men of Ireland a- 
mong the Englifli knights and burgef- 
fes at Weftminfter. He was likewife 
appointed refident of the protec>or*s 
council in Scotland, which was worth 
u> him 1474 1. per annum. And in 


1656, he was not only chofcn par- 
liament-man for Edinburgh, but 
knight for the county of Cork in a- 
nother parliament, which wet it 
Weftminfter the fame year. Hew** 
likewife made one of the proteclor'* 
lords, and a member of the other 


houfe. 


power 


J 


BOYLE. gti 

power who would do nothing for himfelf. Lord Broghill* 
therefore, finding the family of Cromwell thus laid afide, and Budgdl, p. 
not being obliged by any ties of gratitude to ferve thofe who 76* 
afiumed the government, whofe (chemes too he judged wild 
and ill- concerted, from this time (hewed himfelf moil a&ive 
and zealous to reftore the king, and for that purpofe repaired 
forthwith to his command in Munfter ; where, finding him* 
felf at the head of a confiderable force, he determined to get 
'the whole army in Ireland, to join with him in his defign, to 
gain, if poffiole, fir Charles Coote, who had great power in 
the north, and then to fend to Monk in Scotland. Whillt he 
was bulled in thefe thoughts, a fummons came to him from 
the feven commiflioners, fent over by the committee of fafe- 
ty to take care of the affairs of Ireland, requiring him to 
attend them immediately at the caftle of Dublin His friends 
advifed him to be upon his guard, and not put himfelf in the 
power of his enemies ; but, as he thought himfelf not ftrong 
enough yet to take fuch a ftep, he.refolved to obey the fum- 
mons. Taking therefore his own troop with him as a guard, 
he fet out for Dublin. When he came 10 the city, leaving 
his troop in the fuburbs, he acquainted the commiflioners 
that in obedience to their commands, he was come to know 
their farther pleafure. Next day, on appearing before them, 
they told him, that the ftate was apprehenfive he would 
pracTife againft their government, and that therefore they 
had orders to confine h m, unlefs he would give fufficient fe- 
curity for his peaceable behaviour. He defired to know what 
fecurity they expected. They told him that fince he had 
a great intereft in Munfter, they only defired him to engage, 
on the forfeiture of his life and eftate, that there (hould be 
no commotion in that province. He now plainly perceived 
the fnare which was laid for him ; and that, if he entered 
into fuch an engagement, his enemies themWves might raife 
lome commotions in Munfter. He faw himfelf, however, 
in their power, and made no manner of doubt but that if he 
refufed to give them the fecurity they demanded, they would 
immediately put him up in prifon. He, therefore, defired 
fome time to confider of their propofal 5 but was told, they 
could give him ho tyme, and expected his immediate anfwer. 
finding himfelf thus clofely prefled, he humbly defired to be 
fatisfied in one point, namely, whether they intended to 
put the whole power of Munfter into his hands ? if they did, 
he faid, he was ready to enter into the engagement they de- 
manded ; but if they did not, he muft appeal to all the 
World how cruel and unreafonable it was, to expect he (hould 
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anfwer for the behaviour of people over whom -he had no 
command. The commiflioners found themfelves fo much 
pmbarraffed by this queftion, that they ordered him to with- 
draw ; and fell into a if arm debate in what manner to pro- 
ceed with him. At laft Steel, one of the commiflioners, 
who was alio lord chancellor of Ireland, declared, that he 
was afraid, that even the bone ft party in Ireland would think 
\t very hard to fee a man thrown into prifon^ who had done 
fuch hgnal fervices, to the proteftants ; but that on the other 
hand, he could never confent to the increafe of lord Brogh ill's 
power, which the ftate was apprehenfive might one day be 
employed againft them. He, therefore, propofed that things 
fhould fland as they did atprefent; that his lord (hip fhould 
be fent back to his command in Munfter in a good humour* 
and be fuffered at. leaft to continue there till they received 
further inftru<5tions from England. This prppofal was agreecf 
to by the majority of the board, and lord Broghill being 

* called in, was told, in the mod obliging manner, that the 

board was fo fenfible of the gallant adions he had performed 
in the Irith wars, and had fo high an opinion of his honour^ 
that they would depend upon that alone for his peaceable be- 

f haviour. . - , 

|fji<3gcj. Upon his return to Munfter, he applied himfeff as clofely 

as ever, to form a party for the king's reftauration, After 
making fure of his own officers, the firft perfon of weight he 
engaged in the defign was colonel Wilfon, governor of Li- 
merick, in which place there was a garrifon of 2000 men : 
and having now fecured all Munfter, he fent a trufty agent 
\ to fir Charles Coote to perfuade that gentleman to do in the 

north of Ireland, what he himfelf had done in the fouth. 

.A.* Sk Charles, who had taken difguft at the fuperiority of lieu- 

r -^lirofcoiv's tenant general Ludlow, and the parliament's commiflioners, 

>sS' ** thean ^ thought his eminent fervices were not fufficiently reward? 

v i. a ji?*p e d by. the prefidency of Connaught, came readily into the 

.«ty ,. defign. Lord Broghill being empowered by moft of the 

chief officers in Ireland under their hands, difpatched his 

ft brother, the lord Shannon, to the king then in Flanders, with 

* a letter quilted in the neck of his doublet, to acquaint his 

majefty with the meafures he had taken, and inviting hirj£to 
come into his kingdom of Ireland,, afluring htrfi, that. -$r he 
pleafed to land at Cork, he fhould be received with a Suffici- 
ent force to protect him againft all his enemies/. At the . 
jfame time, he difpatched a mefTenger to general Monk, 
pen on his march from Scotland, to let him know what 
they were doing in Ireland, and to perfuade him to do the 
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)ike» Shannon was fcarce embarked for Flanders, when 
Lord Broghill received a letter from Sir Charles Coote, ac- 
quainting hirn, that their defign of declaring for the king* 
or, what was the fame thing, for a free parliament, had taken 
air, and that he had therefore been obliged to declare foroe- 
what fooner than they had agreed upon ; and, conjuring his 
lordfhip to declare hirnfelf likewife ; which Broghill did im- 
mediately, that he might not defert his friend, though he 
was a Httte apprehenfive, that fir Charles's precipitancy might 
ruin their defign. By this means, thofe who had aflumed 
the government of Ireland, finding themfelves in the midft 
of two powerful parties, made little or no refiftance 5 and 
lord Broghill and fir Charles Coote fecared that kingdom for 
his majefty. * 

Upon the king's reftoration, the lord Broghill came to Budgel ^ 
England ; but, inftead of being thanked for his (ervices in ' 
Ireland, he was received with the utmoft coldnefs. Upon 
inquiry, he learnt, that Sir Charles Coote had aflured the 
king, that he was the firft man that ftirred for him in Ire- 
land ; that the lord Broghill oppofed his majefty's return, and 
was not at laft brought to confent to it without much diffi- 
culty. His lordfhip recoUe&ing that he ftill had by him fir 
Charles's letter, in which were thefe words : * Remember,* 
c my lord, that you firft put me on this defign ; and I be- 
' feech you, forfake me not in that which you firft put me 
. ( upon, which was, to declare for king and parliament ;' .**>,. 
(Wired his brother Shannon to put it into the hands of the 
king, who being fully convinced by it, how ferviceable Brog- 
hill had been to him, looked upon him with as gracious an 
eye as he could bimfelf defire or expeft. His lordfhip was Sept. $, 
fcon after made earl of Orrery, fworn of the king's privy- "Wo. 
council, appointed one of the lord's juftices, and lord prefix 
fident of Munfter. ' 

After the king's return the Irifh Roman Catholics fent Bud u 
over fir 'Nicholas Plunket, and fome other commiflioners, 
with a petition to his majefty, praying to be reftored to their 
cfiates. As this would, jn effe&, have ruined the proteftants, 
Aey therefore chofe the earl of Orrery, Montratb, and fix 
m ore, to oppofe their adverfaries before the king and his 
council. The Irifh commiflioners were fo apprehenfive of 
the earl's eloquence and addrefs uppn this occa^on, that they Mortice. 

1 1 

% 

(*) His majefty was infinitely Jum, that in aU probability he would 

^cafed at the receipt of lord Bros* be very Coon invited thither. Bud- 

'lull's letters j but received letters jell, p, 84* 
ffiS? England foon after, to acquaint 

<offcre<jl 
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offefed him eight thoufand pounds in money, and to fettle 
eftates of feven thoufand pounds a year upon him, if he 
would not appear againft them ; which propofal the earl re- 
jected' with a generous difdain. When the caufe came te a 
hearing, after the Irifli commiffiorters had offered all they 
thought proper, the earl of Orrery, after a handfome com- 
pliment to the king, boldly affirmed, that his proteftant fub- 
jefls in Ireland were the firft who formed an effectual party 
for reftoring him ; that the Irifh had broken all the treaties 
which had been made with * them ; that they had fought a- 
gainft the authority both of the late and prefent king, and had 
offered the kingdom' of- Ireland to the pope, the king of 
Spain, and the king of France. Laftly, to the great fur- 
prife, not only of the Irifh, but of his own brother commif- 
fioners, he proved his aflertions by producing feveral original 
papers figned by the Irifh fupreme council, of which fir Ni- 
cholas Plunket himfelf was one. This laft unexpe&td blow 
decided the difpute in favour of the proteftants ; and obliged 
his majefty to difmifs the Irifh commif&oners with fome harfher 
expreflions than he commonly made ufe of (c.) 

Soon after this affair, his lordfhip, with fir Charles Coote, 
lately made earl of Montrath, and fir Maurice Euftace, were 
copftituted lords juftices of Ireland, and commiffioned to call 
Budeell. and bold a^ parliament. Some time before the meeting of 
the parliament he drew with his own hand the famous act of 
fettlement, by which he fixed the property, and gave titles to 
July 2$, their eftates to a whole nation. When the duke of Or- 
^ e * # mond was declared lord lieutenant, the earl of Orrery went 
into Munfter, of which province he was prefident. By vir- 
tue of this office, he heard and determined caufes in a court 
called the refidency-courf, and acquired fo great a reputation 
Budgell, p. in this judicial capacity, that he was offered the feals both by 
"*• ' the king and the duke of York after the fall of the great earl 
of Clarendon ; but being very much afflicted with the gout, 
he declined a poft that required conftant attendance. Dur- 
ing the firft Dutch war, wherein France acted as a confedcj 
rate with Holland, he defeated the fcheme formed by the 
duke de Beaufort, admiral of France, to get pofieifion of the 

(c) After the hearing was over, htm. It is much more probable, 

the ear] being prefled by his brother that the Irifli, among whom he con- 

commiflioners to acquaint them how ftantly maintained feveral fpies, were 

he came by thofe papers, told them betrayed on this occafion by fome 

a formal ftory of their being found whom they imagined to be ^fitx 

in the enemy's quarters, and put in- friends. Budgell, p; idftM ' 

to his hand* by a perfon unknown to "\' St 

har- 
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harbour of Kinfale, and took advantage of the fright of CaneMifr 
the people and the alarm of the government to get a fort of the d. of 
ereded under his own directions, which was named fort £™°, n £ 
Charles. He promoted a fcheme for enquiring into and im- aj g. 
proving the king's revenue in Ireland ; but his majefty hav- 
ing applied great fums out of the revenue of that kingdom, 
which did not come plainly into account, the enquiry wasj^ 
never begun. Ormond, liftening to feme malicious infinua- Vol. n. p. 
tions, began to entertain a jealoufy of Orrery, and prevailed 3*9- 
with the king to direct him to lay down his prefidcntial court; 
as a compenfation for which, his majefty made him a pre- 
feht of 8oco 1. Sir Thomas Clifford, who had been brought 
into the miniftry in England, apprehenfive that he could not 
carry his ends in Ireland, whilft Orrery continued prefident 
of Munfter, procured articles of impeachment of high- 
treafon and mifmemcanoUrs to be exhibited againft him in the 
Englifh houfe of commons : his lordftlip being heard in his 
place, gave an anfwer fo dear, circumftanttal, and ingenu- 
ous, that the affair was dropt. The king laboured in vain 
to reconcile him to the French alliance, and the reducing of 
the Dutch. At the defire of the king and the duke of York, 
. he drew the plan of an aft of limitation, by which the fuc* 
ceffor would have been difabled from encroaching on civil 
and religious liberty $ but the propofing thereof being poft- 
poned till after the exclufion-bill was fet on foot, the feafon 
for making ufe of it was paffed. The king, to hinder hwOrjrtt* 
returning to Ireland, and to keep him about his perfon, of-*^** 
fered him the place of lord treasurer ; but the earl of Urrery VoL IL p . 
plainly told his majefty, that he was guided by unfteady coun- 391- 
fellors, with whom he could not a&. He died on the 16th 
of Oaober 1679, in the fifty-ninth year of his age, leaving 
behind him the charader of an able general, ftatefman, and 
Writer (d.) He feems to have been particularly happy in what 


we 


(o) His writings are thefc * bout the end of Oftober 166c- t« 

*. Thelri(h colours difplayed 5 in the then nwquis, now duke of Or- 

a reply of an Englifo proteftant, to mond, and the fecond time lord heu- 

a letter of an Irifo Roman catholic, tenant of that kingdom. By the 

London, 166,. 4*. right honourable the earl of Orrery 

a. An anfwer to a fcandalous let- *c. being a J«« drfbovenr of tto 

ter Utely printed, and fubferibed by treachery of the Inm rebels, fine 

Peter WaKh, procurator for the fe- the beginning of the rebellion there, 

cular and regular popiih priefts of Ire- neceffary to be connderedl by all ad- 

land, entitled : A letter defiring a venturers, and other perfons-eflated 

juft and merciful regard of the Ro- in that kingdom. Dublin, 1662, 

man catholics «f Ireland, given a- 4*0. 
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Badgdl. we dually call a prefence of mind ; bis parts and courage, 
whenever he was hardeft prefled, afforded him unufual fuc- 
cours, and enabled him to extricate himfelf from the greateft 
difficulties with a furprifinfet dexterity. His natural parts were 
much improved by literature, and his wit and courage ren- 
dered ft ill more amiable by his religion. He was valtly ge- 
nerous to men of merit in diftrefs, and charitable to the 
poor, for whofe benefit he ere&ed feveral fchools and alms- 
houfes. When Ireton had* determined to deftroy the merj, 
women, and children in an Irifh barony, who, after being once 
pardoned, had rebelled a fecond time, the then lord Broghill 
never left him till he had perfuaded him to lay afide fo cruel a 
J-efolution. A remarkable faying of his was, ' That the greateft 

' cha- 

3. A poem on his majefty's hap- Anthony, a comedy, 1692, 2. Guz- 
, py reft oration. \ man, a comedy, 1695. 3. Herod 

4. A "poem on the death of the the Great, a tragedy, 1694. 4. AI- 
* celebrated Mr. Abraham Cowley, temira, a tragedy, brought upon the 

London 1667, fol. ' ftage by Mr. Francis Manning, in 

5. The hiftory of Henry V. a 1702, with a prologue by Henry St. 
1 tragedy. London, 166$, fol. John, E£qj afterwards lord vifoouot 

6. Muftapha, the Ion of Soli- Bolingbroke, and an epilogue by the 
man, the Magnificent, a tragedy, hon. Charles Boyle, efqj the late 
London, 1667, fol. and 1668. earl of Orrery, who alfo interfperfed 

7. The Mack prince, a tragedy, feveral fongs in the work ttfelf. 5. 
London, 1672. fol. .State-letters publi/hcd in folio, in 

8. Triphon, a tragedy. Lon- 174a. Mr, Morrice fays, that his 
don, 1672, fol. Thefe four plays patron drew up a very curious ac- 
were collected and published toge- count of what was done in the court 
ther in folio in 1690, and make now or camp, in which he had any part, 
the entire firft volume of the new or could fpeak of with certainty, 
edition of the earl's dramatic works. But this hath never been published. 

9. ParthenuTa, a romance in The duke of Ormond, having by bis 
three volumes, London 1665, 4to. majefty's command, confulted with 
3677, fol. the earl of Orrery upon the propo- 

10. A dream. In this piece he fitions to be laid before the pariia- 
introduces the genius of France, per- rnent of Ireland in 1677, bis lord- 
fuading Charles II. to promote -the fliip delivered to him five meets of 
intereft of that kingdom, and a& paper, containing the moft effectual 
upon French principles. He after- methods of protecting the nation 
wards introduced the ghoft of his from foreign and domeftic enemies, 
father di/Tuading him from it, an- advancing the proteftant intereft, 
fwering all the arguments the genius increasing the revenue, and feeuriagi 
of France had urged ; and proving private property. But thefe, with 
to him from his own misfortunes and other papers, were destroyed when 
tragical end, that a king's chief trea- lord Orrery's hoofe wae borst to 
fure, and only real ftrength, is the the ground in the year 1690 by * 
affections of his people. party of king James's foldiers, with 

11. A treatife upon {he art of the duke of Berwick at their head a 
war. Lionel, then earl of Orrery, am) 

1 2. Poems on the fafts and fefti- gnmdfon to our author, being a mi- 
vals of the church. nor, and abroad on hit travels. 

His nofthumous works are, i« Mr, 
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« charity confifted in keeping people from needing it/ With 
this view he procured grants of fairs at Rathgogran and Bal- 
lymaathra, two of his villages ; which were thereby fo great- 
ly improved, that he afterwards obtained charters, by which 
they were ere&ed into boroughs, each fending two members 
to the Irifh parliament ; and eftablifhed bcfides, manufactures Collins** 
in them for their better fupport. With regard to his domef- Peerage, 
tics he was alike careful of their bodies, eftates, and minds : 
they lived in the utmoft plenty, but he fuffered no wafte ; 
and he had the utmoft abhorence for debauchery. He pro- 
vided for them according to their feveral capacities, that hav- 
ing lived well with him, they might not fall into indigence 
after they left him : and he not only obliged his chaplain to 
have a due attention to their fpiritual concerns, but frequent- 
ly infpe&ed the difcharge of his duty in this particular. He 
had iffue by his lady two fons and five daughters. 

BOYLE, (Robert) one of the greateft philofophers as 
well as beft men, that our own, or indeed any nation, has 
produced, -was the feventh fon, and the fourteenth child, of 
Richard carl of Cork, and born at Lifmore in the province 
of Munfter in Ireland, upon the 25th of January 1626-7. Hisownac- 
He was committed to the care of a country nurfe, with %n- cou «t<rf the 
ftru&ions to bring him up as hardy as if he had been her own ^VislFfe* 
fon ; for his father, he tells us, " had a perfect averilon for under the' 
<4 the fondnefs of thofe parents, which made them breed na meo/Phi- 
** their children fo nice and tenderly, that a hot fun or a liftedbyE^I 
<( good fhower of rain as much endangers them, as if they Birch, in hit 
€< were made of butter, or of fugar." By this he gain- }j fc of the 
ed a ftrong and vigorous conftitution, which however he af- j££{ c ° j * 
tenyards loft by being treated too tenderly. He acquaints us S?o. edit. 
with feveral misfortunes, which happened to him in his Ib -p.«9**°- 
youth. When he w^s about three years old* he loft his mo- 
ther, who was a moft accomplifhed woman, and whom he 
regrets on that account, becaufe he did not know her, A 
fccond misfortune was, that he learned to flutter, by mock- 
ing fome children of his own age : of which, though not 
endeavours were fpared, he could never be perfectly cured. 
A third, that in a journey to Dublin, he had like to have been 
drowned ; and certainly had been, if one of his father's gen- 
tlemen had not taken him out of a coach, which in paffing 
* brook, raifed by Tome fudden fhowers, was overturned and 
carried away by the ftream. p. ai. 

While he continued at home, he was taught to write a . 
very fair hand, ajftdtofpeak French and Latin, by one of thfr 

earl's 
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earl's chaplains, and a Frenchman that he kept in the houfe* 
**"*• In the year 1635* his father fent him over to England, in 
order to be educated at Ea'on fchool under Sir. Henry Wot* 
ton, who was the earl of Cork's old friend and acquaintance. 
Here he foorj difcovered a force of underftanding, which 
prom i fed great things, and a difpofition tocultiva<e and im- 
prove it to the utmoft. " What made him fo paflionate a 
friend to reading was, the accidental perufal of Quintua 
Curtius; which firft made him in love with other than pe- 
dantick books, and conjured up in him that unfatisfied ap- 
petite of knowledge that is yet as greedy, as when it was 
€t firft raifed. In gratitude to this book, I have heard him 
*' hyperbolically fay, that not only he owed more to Quin- 
*' tus Curtius, than Alexander did ; but derived more ad van - 
. c< tages from thehiftory of that great monarch's conquefts, 
p. 15. cc than ever he did from the conquefts themfelves." Thefe 
are Mr. Boyle's own words ; for in the account hitherto re- 
ferred to, he fpeaks of himfelf in the third perfon. While 
he remained at Eaton, there were feveial extraordinary ac- 
cidents that befcl him, of which he has given us an account ; 
and three of which were very near proving fatal to him. The 
firft wa*, the fudden fall ot" the chamber where he lodged, 
when himfelf was i rated : when befides the hazard he run of 
being crufbed to pieces, be had certainly been choaked with 
the duft, during the time he lay under the rubbifh, if he had 
not had prefence of mind enough to have wrapped his head 
up in the fheer, which gave him an opportunity of breath* 
ing without hazard. A little after this he had been crufhed 
to pieces by a flatting horfe, that rofe up fuddenly, and threw 
himfelf backwards, if he had not happily difengaged his feet 
'from the ftirrups, and caft himfelf from his back before he 
fell. A third accident proceeded from the careleflhefs of an 
ifSothecary's fervant; who, by miftaking the phials, brought 
»*7» him a ftrong vomit, inftead of a cooling julep. 
^/ He remained at Eaton upon the whole between three and 

four years ; and then his father carried him to his own (eat 
at Stalbridge, in Dorfetfhire, where he remained fome time 
under the care of one of his chaplains, who was the parfon 
of the place. In the autumn of 1638, he attended his fa- 
ther to London, and remained with him at the Savoy, till 
his brother Mr. Francis Poyle efpoufed Mrs. Elizabeth Kil- 
ligrew, and then, towards the end of O&ober, within four 
days after the marriage, the two brothers Francis and Ro- 
bert were fent abroad upon their travels, under the care of 
tylr. Marcombes. They embarked at Rye in Suflex, and 
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from thence proceeded to Dieppe in Normandy ; then they 
travelled by land to Rouen, fo to Paris, and from thence to 
Lyons j from which city they continued their journey to Ge- 
neva, where his governor had a family j and there the two 
gentlemen purfued their ftudies quietly, and without inter- 
ruption. Mr. Boyle, during his ftay here, re fumed his ac- p» 34> 37* 
quaintance with the mathematicks, or at lead with the ele- 
ments of thaf fcience, of which he had before gained fome 
knowledge. For he tells us in his own memoirs, that while 
he was at Eaton, and afflidea with an ague before he was 
ten years old, by way of diverting his melancholy, they 
made him read Amadis de Gaule, and other romantic books, 
which produced fuch a reftleflhefs in him, that he was 
obliged to apply himfelf to the extraction of the fquare and 
cube roots, and to the more laborious operations of Algebra, 
in order to fix and fettle the volatility of his fancy. p % ^ 

While he remained at Geneva, he made fome excursions 
to vifit the adjacent country of Savoy, and even proceeded fo 
far as to Grenoble in Dauphine. He took a view alfd of 
thofe wild mountains, where Bruno the firft author of the 
Carthufian monks lived in folitude, and where the firft and 
chief of the Carthufian abbies is feated. Mr. Boyle relates, 
that u the devil taking advantage of that deep raving humour, 
" fo fad a place, his own humour," which was naturally 
grave and ferious, " and the ftrange ftories and pi&ures he 
*< found there of Bruno, fuggefted fuch ftrange and hideous 
" diftra&ing doubts of fome of the fundamentals of Chrif- 
" tianity, that, though, he fays, his looks did little betray 
" his thoughts, nothing but the forbiddennefs of felf-dif- 
" patch hindered his a£ting it." He laboured under this 
perplexity and melancholy many months ; but at length get- 
ting out of it, he fet about enquiring into the grounds and 
foundation of the Chriftian Religion, " that fo, fays he, 
though he believed more than he could comprehend, he 
might not believe more than he could prove ; and owe the 
" ftedfaftnefs of his faith to fo poor a caufe, as the igno- 
" ranee of what might be objected againft it." He became 
confirmed in the belief of chriftianity, and in a convidlion 
of its truth ; yet not fo, he fays, but that " the fleeting 
" clouds of doubt and difbelief did never after ceafe now and 
" then to darken the ferenity of his quiet: which made him 
** often fay, that injections of this nature were fuch a dif- 
" eafe to his faith, as the tooth -ach is to the body} for, 
" though it be not mortal, it is very troublefome." 
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Iil September 1 641, he quitted Geneva, after having {pent 
one and twenty months in chat city: and palling through 
Switzerland, and the country of the Grifons, entered Lom- 
bardy. Then, taking his rout through Bergamo, Brefcia, 
and Verona, he arrived at Venice; where, having made a 
fliort ftay, he returned to the continent, and fpent the win- 
ter at Florence. Here he employed his fpare hours in reading 
the modern hiftory in Italian, and the works of the celebrated 
aftronomer Galileo, who died at a village near this city, 
during Mr. Boyle's refidence in it* It was at Florence that 
he. acquired the Italian language, which he underftood per- 
fectly, though he never fpoke it fo fluently as the French. 
Of this indeed he was fuch a matter, that, as occafion re- 
quired, he pafled for a native of that country in more places 
than one during his travels. " When the Carnaval was 
€< come, the feafon, fays Mr. Boyle, when madnefs is fo 
<c general in Italy, that lunacy does for that time lofe its 
" name, he had the pleafure to fee the tilts maintained by 
** the great duke's brothers, and to be prefent at the gentle- 
" men's balls. Nor did he fometirnes fcruple, in his go- 
** vernor's company, to vifit the famoufeft Bordellos, or 
** brothels ; whither reforting out of bare curiofity, he re- 
cc tained there an unblemtlhed chaftity, and (till returned 
" thence as honeft as he went thither ; profeffing, that he 
** never found any fuch fermons againft them, as they were • 
•* againft themfelvfcs : the impudent nakednefs of vice 
<c doathing it with a deformity, description cannot reach, 
** and the worft of epithets cannot but flatter. But though 
*' he were no fuel for forbidden flames, he proved the ob- 
<c jeft of unnatural ones ; for being at that time in the flower 
€€ of youth, and the cares of the world having not yet faded 
** a complexion naturally frefli enough, as he was once un- 
** accompanied diverting himfelf abroad, he was fomewhat 
4C rudely prefled by the prepofterous courtfhip of two Friars, 
* c whofe hrft makes no diftinftion of fexes, but that, which ' 
** its preference of their own creates ; and not without dif- 
* c ficulty and danger, forced a fcape from thofe gowned fo- 
** domites, wbofe goatifli heats ferved not ariittle to arm him 
" againft fuch • people's fpecious hypocrify, and heightened 
** and fortified in him an averfenefs for opinions, which now 
** the religious difcredit as well as Uhe religion." Tbefe are 
§ 4& 4 • jj r# Boyle's own words ; and we thought the contents of 
•diem too curious to be omitted. 

About the end of March 16429 he began his journey from 
Florence to Rome, which took up but five days. He fur- 
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veyed the numerous curiofities of that citjr ; among which, 
he tells us, " he had the fortune to fee pope Urban VIII. at 
« c chapel, with the cardinals, who feverally appearing 
<c mighty princes, in that afTembly looked like a company of 
c< common friars." He vifited the adjacent villages, which 
had any thing curious or antique belonging to them ; and 
had probably made a longer flay, had not the heats difagreed 
with* his brother. He returned to Florence, from thence to 
Leghorn, and fo by fea to Genoa. Then pafling through 
the county of Nice, he croflfed the fea to Antibes, where he 
fell into danger for refufing to honour the crucifix : from p. 4?. 
whence he went to Marfeilles by land. K[e was in that city 
in May 1642, when he received his father's letters, which 
informed him of the rebellion bro!:e out in Ireland, and how 
difficultly he had procured the 250 1. then remitted to them, 
in order to help them home. They never received this mo- 
ney ; and were obliged to go to Geneva with their governor \ 
Mar combes, who fupplied them with as much at leafl as 
carried them thither. They continued there a confiderable 
time, without either advices or fupplies from England : upon 
which Mr. Marcombes was obliged to take up fome jewels 
on his own credit, which were afterwards difpofed of with 
as little lofs as might be ; and with the money thus raifed, 
they continued their journey for England, where they arrived 
in the year 1644. On his arrival Mr. Boyle found his fa- 
ther dead j and though the earl had made an ample provifion 
for him, as well by leaving him his manor of Stalbridge, in 
England, as other confiderable eftates in Ireland, yet it was 
fome time, before he could receive any money. However 
he procured protections for his eftates in both kingdoms from 
the powers then in being ; from whom alfo he obtained leave 
to go over to France for a ftiort fpace, probably to fettle ac- 
counts with his governor Mr. Marcombes : but he could not 
ftay long abroad, fince we find him at Cambridge the De- 
cember following 

In March 1646, he retired to his manor at Stalbridge, 
where he refided for the moft part till May 1650. He made Q . » g L;fc 
excurfions, fometimes to London, fometimes to Oxford ; by Birch, p» 
and in February '647, he went over to Holland: but he 5»- Lond * 
made no confiderable Hay any where. During his retirement ,7 44** v0 * 
at Stalbridge, he a plied himfclf with incredible induftry to 
ftudies of various kinds, to thofe of natural philofophy and 
chemifiry in particular. He omitted no opportunity of ob- 
taining the acquaintance of perfons diftinguiihed for parts and 
learning, to whom he was in every refpe£t a ready, ufeful* 
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generous afliftant, and with whom he held a conftant cor- 
refpondence. He was alfo one of the firft members of that 
fmalli but learned body of men, which, when all academical 
• ftudies were interrupted by the civil wars, fecreted themfelves 
about the year 1645 ; and held private meetings, firft in Lon- 
don, afterwards at Oxford, for the fake of canvaffing fub- 
je&s of natural knowledge, upon that plan of experiment 
which my lord Bacon had delineated. They ftiled them- 
felves then " ^The Philofophical College;" and, after the 
Reparation, when they were incorporated and diftinguiflicd 
Sprat's Hlf- openly, took the name of the " Royal Society," His re- 
tory, &c. tired courfe of life however could not hinder his reputation 
from rifing to fuch a height, as made him taken notice of 
by fome of the moft eminent members of the Republick of 
Letters; fo that, in the year 1651, we find Dr. Nathaniel 
Highm'ore, a very eminent phyfician, dedicating to him a 
book, under the title of " The Hiftory of Generation : exa- 
* € mining the feveral opinions of diverfe authors, efpecially 
<c that of Sir Kenelm Digby, in his Difcourfe upon Bo- 
" dies." 

In 1652, he went over to Ireland, in order to vifit and 
fettle his eftates in that kingdom ; and returned from thence 
in Auguft 1653. He was foon after obliged to go over to Ire- 
land again ; where he tiad fpent his time very unpleafantly, 
if it had not been for his intimate friend and acquaintance 
Sir William Petty, in whofe converfation he was extremely 
happy. In the fummer of 1654, he returned to England, 
and put in execution a defign he had formed fome time, of 
refid ng at Oxford ; where he continued for the moft part till 
April 1 668, and then he fettled at London in the houfe of 
Bicch's life, his fifter Ranelagh in Pall Mall. , At Oxford he chofe to live 
&c p. 109. j n t h e h ou f e f M r# Crofle, an apothecary, rather than in a 
college, for the fake of his health, and becaufe he had more 
room to make experiments. Oxford was indeed at that time 
the only place in England, where Mr. Boyle could have lived 
with much fatisfac~tion ; for here he found himfelf furrounded 
with a number of learned friends, fuch as Wilkins, Wallis, 
Ward, Willis, Wren, &c. fuited exactly to his tafte, and 
who had reforted thither for the fame reafons that* he had 
done; the philofophical fociety being now removed from 
London to Oxford. It was during his refidence here, that 
he invented that admirable engine, the air-pump ; which 
was perfected for him by the very ingenious Mr. Robert 
?« J« Hooke, in 1678, or 1679. By*this he made feveral experi- 
ments,' and was enabled to difcover and demonftrate feveral 
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qualities of the air, fo as to lay a foundation for a compleat 
theory. He was not however fatisfied with this, but laboured 
inceffantly in collecting and digesting, chiefly from his own 
experiments, the materials requifite for this purpofe. He 
declared againft the philofophy of Ariftotle, as having in it 
more of words than things, promifing much and performing 
little; and giving the inventions of men for indubitable 
proofs, inftead of building upon obfervation and experiment. 
He was fo zealous for, and fo careful about, this true me- 
thod of learning, by experiment, that, though the Cartefian 
philofophy then made a great noife in the world, yet he would 
never be perfuaded to read the works of Defcartes; for fear 
he fhould be amufed and led away by plaufible accounts of 
things, founded on conjecture, and merely hypothetical. 

But philofophy and enquiries into nature, though they en- 
gaged his attention deeply, did not occupy it intirely ; fince 
we find, that he {till continued to purfue critical and theolo- 
gical ftudies. In thefe he had the affiftance of fome great 
men, particularly Dr. Edward Pocock, Mr. Thomas Hyde, 
and Mr. Samuel Clarke, all of great eminence for their flcill 
in the oriental languages* He had alfoa ftri£t intimacy with p. 113. 
Dr. Thomas Barlow, at that time head-keeper of the Bod- 
leian library, and afterwards bifhop of Lincoln, a man of 
various and extenfive learning. In the year 1659, the fa- , 
mous Dr. Wallis, fo diftinguifhed for his mathematical and 
philofophical learning, did him the honour to dedicate to him 
his excellent treatife u On the Cycloid." This year alfo 
Mr. Boyle, being acquainted with the unhappy circumftances 
of the learned Sanderibn, afterwards bifhop of Lincoln, who 
had loft all his preferments on account of his attachment to 
the Royal party, conferred upon him an honorary ftipend of 
50 1. a year. This ftipend was given, as an encouragement 
to that excellent mafter of reafonhig, to apply himfelf to the 
writing of u Cafes of Conscience :" and accordingly he 
printed his lectures De obligatione confeientise, which hp 
read at Oxford in 1647, and dedicated them to his friend and 
patron. . The dedication bears date November 22, 1659: 
and in it he fpeaks of Mr. Boyle as a gentleman, much more 
diftinguifhed by his excellent difpofitions, love of learning, 
humanity, piety, and all kinds of virtue, than by his birth 
andquajity. p.i*o,iau 

Upon the reftoration of Charles II. Mr. Boyle was treated 
with great civility and refpett by the king, as well as by the 
two great minifters, the lord treafurer Southampton and the 
lord chancellor Clarendon. He was follicited by the latter 
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to enter into holy orders, not only out of regard to him fcnd 
his family, but chiefly with a view to ferve the church itfelf : 
for Mr. Boyle's noble family, his diftinguifhed learning, and 
above all his unblemiftied reputation, induced lord Clarendon 
to think, that any ecclefiaftical preferments he might attain 
would be fo worthily difcharged, as to do honour to the clergy, 
and fervice to the eftablifhed communion. Mr. Boyle con- 
fidered all this with due attention ; but to ball 3 nee thefe he 
reflected, that in the fituation of life he was in, whatever 
he wrote with refpedt to religion, would have fo much the 
greater weight, as coming from a layman ; fince he well 
knew, that the irreligious fortified them/elves again ft all that 
the clergy could offer, by fuppofing and faying that it was 
their trade, and that they were paid for it. He confidered 
likewife, that, in point of fortune and character, he needed 
no acceflions ; and indeed he never had any appetite for either. 
But bifhop Burnet, who preached his funeral fermon, and 
to whom Mr. Boyle communicated memorandums concern- 
ing his own life, tells us, that what had the greateft weight 
in determining his judgment, was, " the not feeling within 
FwteralSer- " himfelf any motion or tendency of mind, which he could 
mon, p.ag/* fafely efteem a call from the Holy Ghoft, and fo not ven- 
cUit. in 4to.« tiiring to take holy orders, left he flvould be found to have 
" lied unto it." He chofe therefore to purfue his philofophi- 
cal flu dies in fuch a manner, as might be moft effectual for 
the fupport of religion ; and began to ( communicate to the 
world the fruits of thofe ftudies. 

The firft of thefe was printed at Oxford in 1660, in 8vo. 
under the title of, 1. New Experiments Phyfico-mechanical, 
touching the fpring of the air and its effects, made for the 
moft part in a new pneumatical engine : addreffed to his 
nephew the lord Dungarvan. This work was attacked by 
Francifcus Linus and Mr. Hobbes ; which occafioned Mr. 
Boyle to fubjoin to a fecond edition of it, printed at London 
1662, in 4 to, A Defence, &c. in which he refuted the ob- 
jections of thofe philofophers with equal candour, clearnefs, 
and civility. A third edition was printed in 1682, 4to. 2. 
Seraphick Love; or, fome motives and incentives to the 
love of God, pathetically difcourfed of in a letter to a friend, 
1 660, 8vo. This piece, though it did not appear till now, 
was finifhed as early as the year 1648. It has run through 
many editions, and been tranflated into Latin. The fame of 
Mr. Boyle's great learning and abilities extended itfelf even 
at this time beyond the bounds of our ifland, fo that the 
grand duke of Tufcany, a prince diftinguifhed for learning, 
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was extremely defirous of a correfpondence with him : of 

which he was advertifed in a letter, dated October 10, 1660, 

from Mr. Southwell, then refident at Florence. 3. Certain works vol. 

Phyfiological Effays and other tra&s, 1661, 4to. They v. p. 4:3, * 

were printed again in 1669, 4to, with large additions, ef-4°4- 

pecially of *' A Difcourfe about the abfolute reft of bodies :" 

and were tranflated into Latin. 4. Sceptical Chemift, 1662, 

8vo. A very curious and excellent work ; reprinted in 1679, 

8vo, with the addition of Divers experiments and notes 

about the produciblenefs of chemical principles. 

In the year 1662, a grant of the forfeited impropriations 
in the kingdom of Ireland was obtained from the king in 
Mr. Boyle's name, though without his knowledge ; which 
neverthelefs did not hinder him from interefting himfelf very 
warmly, for procuring the application of thofe impropriations, 
to the promoting true religion and learning. He interpofed Birch > *• 
likewife in favour of the corporation for propagating the gof- 3 *' 
pel in New England ; and was very inftrumental in obtaining 
a decree in the court of chancery, for reftoring to that cor- 
poration an eftate, which had been injurioufly repofleffed by 
one col. Bedinfield, a papift, who had fold it to them for a 
valuable confideration. His activity in matters of this na- 
ture was fo much the more honourable, as he was naturally 
inclined to, and generally fpeaking followed that inclination 
in leading a private and retired life. But whenever the caufe 
of virtue, learning, or religion, required it, his intereft and 
endeavours were never wanting ; and, what is very remark- 
able, were feldom employed but with fuccefs. In the year 
1663, the Royal Society being incorporated by king Charles 
II. Mr. Boyle was appointed one of the council j and, as 
he might be juftly reckoned among the founders of that learn- 
ed body, fo he continued one of its moft ufeful and induftrious 
members, during the whole courfe of his life. In June 1 663 , Ibl(! » P* x 4°» 
he published, 5. Confide rations touching the ulefulnefs of 14 ' 
experimental natural philofophy, 4to. reprinted the year 
following. 6. Experiments and confiderations upon co- 
lours ; to which was added a letter, containing Obfervations 
on a diamond that fhines in the dark, 1663, 8vo. reprinted 
in the fame fize in 1670. Itwasalfo tranflated into Latin. 
This treatife is full of curious and ufeful remarks on the hi- 
therto unexplained do&rine of light and colours; in which 
he fhews great judgment, accuracy, and penetration, and 
njay befaid to have led the way to that mighty genius, the 
great Sir Ifaac Newton, who has fmce fet that important 
point in the cleared and moft convincing light. 7. Confide- 
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rations upon the ftyle of the holy fcriptures, i66$ 9 Svo. A 
Latin tranflation of it was printed at Oxford, where mod of 
his writings were publifhed, in 1 665. It wzs an extract from 
a larger work, intitled, An Eflay on Scripture; which was 
afterwards publiflied by Sir Peter Pett, a friend of Mr. 
Boyle's. 

In 1664, he was elected into the company of the Royal 
mines ; and was all this year taken up in the profecution of 
various good defigns, 'which probably was the .reafon why 
he did not fend abroad any treatifes either of religion or phi- 
lofophy. The year following came forth, 8. Occafional 
Reflections upon feveral fubjefls ; whereto is prefixed A Dif- 
courfe about fiich kind of thoughts, 1665, 8vo. reprinted in 
w yl f S J 669, 8vo. This piece is addrcfled to Sophronia, under* 
V.°p. 328°. whofe name he concealed that of his beloved filler, the vif- 
countefs of Ranelagh. The thoughts themfelves are on a 
vaft variety of fubje&s, written njany years before ; fome in- 
deed upon trivial occafions, but all with great accuracy of 
language, much wit, more learning, and in a wonderful 
ilrain of moral and pious refle&ion. Yet this expofed him 
to the only fevere cenfure, that ever was paiTec! upon him, 
and that too from no lefs a man than the ceic orated dean 
Swift ; who, to ridicule thefe difcourfes, wrote A pious me- 
ditation upon a broomftick, in the ftyle of the honourable 
Mr. Boyle. But, as his noble relation the prefent lord Or- 
rery has faid, <k to what a height muft the fpirit of farcafm arift 
" in an author, who could prevail upon himfelf to ridicule 
* c fo good a man, as Mr. Boyle ? The fword of wit, like the 
fey the of time, cuts down friend and foe, and attacks every 
object, that accidentally lies in its way. But, {harp and 
Remarks on " irrefiftible as the edge of it may be, Mr. Boyle will always 
the life and " remain invulnerable." ~A certain writer, by way of mak- 
witings of j n g reprifals upon Swift for his treatment of Mr. Boyle, 
VIII ' C which he affirms to be as cruel and unjuft, as it is trivial and 
indecerit, has obferved, that, from this very treatife, which 
he has thus turned into ridicule, he borrowed the firft hint of 
Biograph. his Gulliver's travels. He grounds his conjecture upon the 
Eritann. following paflage, to be found in the Occafional Reflections. 
L oy e ' note " You put me in mind of a fancy of your friend Mr. BoyJe, 
who was faying, that he had thoughts of making a fhort 
romantick ftory, where the fcene fhould be laid in fome 
ifland of the fouthern ocean, governed by fome fuch ra- 
tional laws and cuftoms as thoie of the Utopia or the New 
Atalantis. And in this country he would introduce an ob- 
" ferving native, chat upon his return home, from his tra- 
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<( yels made in Europe, fhould give an account of our coun- 

c < tries and manners under feigned names j and frequently 

" intimate in his relations, or in his anfwers to queftions 

" that fhould be made him, the reafons of his wondering, 

" to find our cuAoms fo extravagant, and differing from 

<* thofe of his own country. For your friend imagined, that 

€t by fuch a way of expofing many of our pra&ices, we 

" fhould ourfelves be brought unawares to condemn, or per- 

" haps to laugh at them; and fhould at leaft ceafe to won- 

u der, to find other nations think them as extravagant, as BoyIc ' s 

" we think the manners of the Dutch and Spaniards, as they Works, vol. 

" are reprefented in our travellers books." IJ * P* 2 *°* 

The fame year he publifhed an important work, intitled, 
9. New Experiments and Obfervations upon cold ; or, an 
experimental hiftory of cold begun: with feveral pieces 
thereunto annexed, 1665, Svo. reprinted in 1683, 4to. His 
excellent cbara&er in all refpeds had procured him fo much 
efteem and affe£iion with the king, as well as with every body 
elfe, (hat his majefty, unfollicited and unafked, nominated 
him to the provoftfhip of Eton College, in Auguft 1665. 
This was thought the fitteft employment for him in the king- 
dom ; yet, after mature deliberation, though contrary to the 
advice of all his friends, he abfolutely declined it. He had 
feveral reafons for declining it. He thought the duties of 
that employment might interfere with his ftudies :' he was 
unwilling to quit that courfe of life, which, by experience, 
he found (o fuitable to his temper and conftitution : and,' 
above all, he was unwilling to enter into holy orders, which 
J)e was perfuaded was neceffary to qualify himfelf for it. In Birchf p ^ 
this year and the next, he was much taken up with looking 
into an affair, that made a very great noife in the world ; and 
the decifion of which, from the high reputation he had gained, 
was in a manner univerfally expected from him. The cafe 
was this : one' Mr. Valentine Greatracks, an Irifh gentle- 
man, perfuaded himfelf that he had a peculiar gift of curing 
difeafes byftroaking; in which, though he certainly fucceed- 
ed often, yet he fometimes failed ; and this occailoned a great 
controversy, in which moft of the parties concerned addrefled 
themfelvestoMr! Boyle. Among the reft, the famous Mr. 
Henry Stubbe wrote a treatife upon this fubjeS, intitled, 
" The Miraculous Conformift : or, an account of feveral 
c< marvellpus cures, performed by theftroaking of the hands 
" of Mr. Valentine Greatracks ; with a phyfical difcourfe 
" thereupon, in a letter to the honourable Robert Boyle, 
" efqi" Mr. Boyle received this book upon the. 8th of 

Y 4 March, 
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March, 1665-6 5 and wrote a letter to Mr. Stubhe the next 
morning, which begins in the following manner : 

" Sir ' 
*« It was fo late yefternight, before I received your account 

l€ of Mr. Greatrack's ftupendous performances, that I had 

*' much ado to run it over before I went to bed : and this; 

" morning being to take care of fome little affairs in order 

<' to a remove, that I am to make in the afternoon for fome 

* c days, I am obliged to anfwer your letter in as much hafte 

*' a- you tell nle you writ it in ; which intimation I hope will 

c< excufe me to you, for my not taking a folemn notice of 

c< thofe fuperfluous acknowledgments, you are pleafed to 

44 begin with for fervices, that are not confiderable enough 

*' to deferve or expeft a publick retribution ; having been 

, ** but fuch, as a lefs intereft in the mufes than yours, would 

* 4 have intitled you to from one*, that is fo much their fervant 

* c as I. To begin then, I muft confefs to you, that I was 

*' fomewhat furprizedto find this epiftleof yours brought me 

44 from the prefs, before I had feen it any other way ; and 

" it is no fmall trouble to me, both upon your fcore and my 

44 own, that I did not fee the manufcript before it came 

*' abroad. For if I had feafonably feen what you wrote about 

44 miracles, Ifhould freely have difluaded you from publickly 

" addreffing to me, what I cannot but much diflent from ; 

44 and perhaps I fhould have been able to prevail with you 

" to omit all that part of your epiftle. For befides that, 

44 fince you take notice yourfelf of the prejudice your former 

*' meddling with theological matters has done you, you can 

*' fcarce doubt but that it has made many perfons indifpofed 

44 to put the beft conftruftions upon what you write : befides 

u this, I fay, I confefs I think you might havefpared fo much 

4 < pains, as you take in the former part of your letter, to 

44 (hew, that Mr. Greatrack's gift may be miraculous, fince 

44 the latter part of it's employed to make out what he per- 

Birch, p. f« forms by natural means, &c. ,,s 

?57» We perceive, from this fhort tranfcript, how extremely ten-f 

der Mr. Boyle was of religion ; and how jealous of admit- 
ting and countenancing any principle or opinions, that he 
thought might have a tendency to its hurt or difcredit. But 
what is moil incumbent on us to obferve at prefent, is, that 
this letter is certainly pne of the cleared teftimonies of Mr. 
Boyle's vaft abilities and extenfive knowledge, that is any 
where extant. It is a very long letter, upwards of twenty 
pages jq8voi very learned, and very judicious 5 wonderfully 

carrel 
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Correct in the di£tion and ftyle, remarkably clear in the me- 
thod and form, highly exa& in the obfervations and remarks, 
and abounding in pertinent and curious fa£b to illuftrate his 
reafoning. Yet it appears, from the letter itfelf, that it was 
written within the compafs of a fingle morning : a fa£t, we 
fliould have imagined next to impoffible, if it had not been 
attefted by one whofe veracity was never queftioned, that 
is, by Mr. Boyle himfelf. In the year 1666, Dr. John Wal- 
lis addrefled to Mr. Boyle his piece Upon the Tides ; as did 
the famous phyfician, Dr. Thomas Sydenham, his Method 
of curing Fevers, grounded upon his own obfervations* 
Himfelf likewife publifhed that year, 10. Hydroftatical Para- 
doxes made out by new experiments, for the moft part phy- 
fical an.d eafy, in 8vo ; which he fent abroad at the requeft 
of the Royal Society, thofe experiments having been made 
at their defire about two years before. 11. The Origin of 
forms and qualities, according to the Corpufcular philofophy, 
illuftrated by confiderations and experiments, 1666, 4to ; 
and reprinted the year following, in 8vo. This treatife did 
great honour to Mr. Boyle, whether we confide r the quick- 
nefs of his wit, the depth of his judgment, and his indefati- 
gable pains in fearching after truth. We muft not forget to 
obferve, that both in this and the former year, he commu- 
nicated to his friend Mr. Oldenburgh, who was fecretary to 
the Royal Society, feveral curious' and excellent (hort trea- 
tifes of his own, upon a great variety of fubjecls, and others 
tranfmitted to him by his learned friends both at home and 
abroad, which are printed and preferved in the Philofophical 
Tranfaclions. Another thing it may not be improper to ob- Birch, p. 
ferve, that, in the warm controverfy raifed at this time about l84 ' ' * 
the Royal Society, Mr. Boyle efcaped all cenfure ; and though 
Mr. Stubbe among others attacked it in feveral pamphlets 
with all tfce fury imaginable, yet he preferved a juft refpeft 
for Mr. Boyle's great learning and abilities : who, on his 
part, fliewed a Angular goodnefs of temper, in bearing, as he 
did, with fo much pride, paflion, and indecent treatment 
from a perfon whom he had highly obliged, becaufe he 
thought him, with all his faults, capable of being ufeful to 
the world. 

About this time, namely, in the year 1668, Mr. Boyle 
refolved to fettle himfelf in London for life ; and removed, 
for that purpofe, to the houfe of his After, the lady Rane- 
lagh, in Pall Mall. This was to the infinite benefit of the 
learned in general, and particularly to the advantage of the 
Royal Society j to whom he gave great and continual affift- 
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ance, as the feveral pieces communicated to them from time 
to time, and printed in their Tranfa&ions, do abundantly 
teftify. Thofe who applied to him, either to defire his help, 
, or to communicate to him any new difcoveries in fcience, he 
had his fet hours for receiving ; otberwife it is eafy to con- 
ceive, that he would have had very little of his time %o him- 
felf. But befides thefe, he kept a very extenfive correfpon- 
dence with perfons of the greateft figure, and mod famous 
for learning, in all parts of Europe. In the year 1669, he 
published, 12. A Continuation of new experiments touching 
the fpring and weight of the air; to which is added A Dif- 
eourfe of the atmofpheres of confiftent bodies ; and the fame 
year he revifed and made many additions to feveral of his former 
tra&s, fome of which, as we have before obferved, wereno\y 
tranflated into Latin, in order to gratify the curious abroad. 
13. Trafls about the cofmical qualities of things; cofmical 
fufpicions ; the temperature of the fubterranean regions ; the 
bottom of the fea : to which is prefixed an introduction to 
the hiftory of particular qualities, 1670, 8vo. This book 
occafioned much fpeculation, as it feemed to contain a vaft 
treafure of new knowledge, which had never been communi- 
cated to the world before ; and this too, grounded upon a&ual 
experiments and arguments juftly drawn from them, inflead 
of that notional and conjectural philofophy, which, in the 
beginning of the feventeenth century, had been fo much in 
fafhfon. About this time Dr. Peter du Moulin, who was 
fon of the famous French divine of the fame name, and had 
travelled as governor to Mr. Boyle's nephew, dedicated to 
him his colle&ion of Latin poems. 

In the midft of all thefe ftudies and labours for thepublick, 
he was attacked by a fevere paralytick diftemperj of whicl?, 
though not without great difficulty, he got the better, by j 
* ftricSUy adhering to a proper regimen. In the yea/ 1671, fee | 

publiflied, 14. Confiderations on the ufefulnefs offcxperimea- 
tal and natural philofophy. Ttte fecond part, 4to. And, 15. 
A Collection of traces upon feveral ufeful and important points 
of practical philofophy, 4to : both which works were received 
as new and valuable gifts to the learned world. 16. An Eflay . 
about the origin and virtue of gems, 1672, 8vo. 17. A Col- ' 
lecflion of tracSls upon the relation between flame and air; 
and feveral other ufeful and curious fubjecSls; befides furnilh- 1 
ing in this, and in the former year, a great nuipber of flwrt 
diflertations upon a vaft variety of topicks, addrefTed to u)e 
Royal Society, and inferted in their Tranfaflions. 18. Eflays 
on the ftrange fubtlety, great efficacy, and determinate nature 

of 
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o£»~effiuvia ; to which were added variety of experiments on 
other /ubjecls, &T$ X 8vo. The fame year Anthony le Grand, 
the famous Cartefian philofopher, printed his Hiltoria Nam* 
r*e, &c. at London, and dedicated it to Mr. Boyle. He 
does jufike to Mr. Boyle's univerfal reputation for extenfive 
learning and amazing fagacity in every branch of experimen- 
tal philofophy \ and (ays of him, what Averroes fa id of Arif- 
totle, that " Nature -had formed him as an exemplar or pat* 
c< tern of the higheft perfection, to which humanity can at- 
' * tain." 19, A Collection of trafls upon the faltnefs of the 
fea, the moifture of the air, the natural and preternatural 
Hate of bodies, to which is prefixed a Dialogue concerning 
cold, 1674, 8vo. 30. The excellency of theology compared 
with natural philofophy, 1675, 8vo«, This difcourfe was 
written in the year 1665, while Mr. Boyle, to avoid the great 
plague which then raged in London, was forced to go from 
place to place in the country, and had little or no opportunity 
of confulting his books. It contains a great number of cu- Birch, pv 
xious and ufeful, as well as juft and natural, obfervations. 216. 
2.1. A Collection of trads, containing fufpicions about hid- 
den qualities of the air 5 with an appendix touching celeftial 
magnets; animadverfions upon Mr. Hobbes's problem about 
a vacuum ; a difcourfe of the caufe of attraction and fudion, 
1674, & vo ' 22 ' Some Considerations about the reconci- 
liablenefsof reafon and religion. By T. £. a layman. To 
which is annexed a difcourfe about the poffibility of the 
refurre&ion by Mr. Boyle, 1675, 8vo. The reader muft 
be informed, that both thefe pieces were of his writing ; only 
he thought fit to mark the former with the final letters of his 
name. Among other papers that he communicated this year 
.to the Royal Society, there were twoconne&ed into one dif- 
courfe, that deferve particular notice. The former was in- 
titled, At* experimental difcourfe of quickfilver growing hot 
with gold! the other related to the fame fubje&, and both 
of them contained difcofreties of the utmoft importance.. 
To be convinced of this, obferve only the following paf- 
fages of a letter written by Mr. Newton, afterwards Sir Ifaac 
Newton, to Mr. Oldenburgh, the fecretary of the Royal 
Society, upon the occafion of it. The letter is dated from 
Cambridge, April 26, 1676. 

Yefterday I reading the two Jaft philofophical tranfac- 

tions, had an opportunity to confider Mr. Boyle's uncom- 

* mon experiment about the incalefcence of gold and mer- 

c< cury. I believe the fingers of many will itch to be at the 

*' knowledge of the preparation of fuch a mercury ; and for 

" that 
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u that ertd fome will not be wanting to move for the pub- 
€f lifhing of it, by urging the gbod it may do to the world. 
" But, in my fimple judgment, the noble author, fince he 
" has thought fit to reveal himfelf fo far, does prudently in 
<c being referved in the reft. Not that I think any great 
cc excellence in fuch a mercury, either for medicinal or chy- 
u mical operations ; for it feems to me, that the metalline 
particles with which that mercury is impregnated, may 

be grafter than the particles of the mercury, &c. But 

c< yet, becaufe the way by which mercury may be fo im- 
€i pregnated, has been thought fit to be concealed by others, 
<€ that have known it, and therefore may poifibly be an in- 
c * let to fomething more noble, not to be communicated with- 
c< out immenfe damage to the world, if there (hould be any 
" verity in the hermetick writers ; therefore I queftion not, 
c< but that the great wifdom of the noble author will fway 
«' him to high filence, till he fliall be refolved of what con- 
cc fequence the* thing may be, either by his own experience, 
** or the judgment of fome other, that throughly underftands 
€C what he fpeaks about ; that is, of a true hermetick philo- 
*< fopher, whofe judgment, if there be any fuch, would be 
<( more to be regarded in this point, than that of all the 
c< world befide to the contrary ; there being other things be- 
" fide the tranfmutation of metals, if thofe great pretenders 
cc brag not, which none but they undefftand. Sir, becaufe 
** the author feems defirous of the fenfe of others in this 
" c< point, I have been fofree as to fhoot my bolt; but pray 
" keep this letter private to yourfelf. Your fervant, 
Birch, p. Ifaac Newton." 

***• In the year 1676, Mr. Boyle publilhed, 23. Experiments 

and notes about the mechanical origin or production of par- 
ticular qualities, in feveral difcourfes on a great variety of 
fubje&s, and, among the reft, of ele&ricity. He had been 
for many years a direftor of the Eaft India company, and 
very ufeful in this capacity to that great body, more efpecially 
in procuring their charter; and the only return he expeded 
for his labour, was, the engaging the company to come to 
fome refolution in favour of the propagation of the gofpe), 
by means of their flourifhing factories in that part of the 
world. As a proof of his own inclination to contribute, as 
far as in him lay, for that purpofe, he caufed five hundred 
copies of the gofpels and a£ts of the apoftles in the Malayan 
tongue, to be printed at Oxford in 1677, 4to, and to be ferit 
abroad at his own expence. This appears from the dedica- 
tion, prefixed by his friend Dr. Thomas Hyde, to that tran- 
slation 
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lation, which was publifhed under his direflion. It was the 
fame fpirit and principle which made him fend, about three 
years before, feveral copies of Grotius de veritate' chriftianae 
religionis, tranflated into Arabic k by Dr. Edward Pocock, 
into the Levant, as a means of propagating chriftianity there. Birch* p. 
There was printed in 1677, at Geneva, a Mifcellaneous Col- an. 
ledtion of Mr. Boyle's works in Latin, without his confent 
or even knowledge ; of which there is a large account given 
in the Philofophical Tranfa&ions. In 1678, he communi- No# cxxx- 
cated to Mr. Hooke a fhort memorial of fome obfervations, 
made upon An artificial fubftance that (bines without any 
preceding illuftration ; which that gentleman thought fit to 
publifli in his Lediones Cutlerianae. He publifhed the fame 
year, 24. Hiftorical Account of a degradation of gold made 
by an anti- elixir : a ft range chemical narrative, 4 to, reprint- 
ed in the fame fize in 1739. This made a very great noife 
both at home and abroad, and is looked upon as one of ( the 
moft remarkable pieces that ever fell from his pen ; ftnce the 
fa&s contained in it would have been efteemed incredible, if 
they had been related by a man of lefs integrity and piety 
than Mr. Boyle, The regard, which the great Newton had * 

for Mr. Boyle, appears from a very curious letter, which the 
former wrote to him, at the latter end of this year, for the 
fake of laying before him his fentiments upon that etherial 
medium, which he afterwards propofed, in his Opticks, as 
the mechanical caufe of gravitation. This letter is to be 
found in the life of our author by the reverend Dr. Birch. p. 234. 

In the year 1680, Mr. Boyle publifhed, 25. The Aerial 
No£tilaca $ or fome new phenomena, and a procefs of a 
faftitious felf-fhining fubftance, 8vo. It was upon the 30th 
of November this year, that the Royal Society, as a proof 
of the juft fenfe of his great worth, and of the conftant and 
particular fervices, which through a courfeof many years he 
had done them, made choice of him for their prefident ; but 
he being extremely and, as he fays, peculiarly tender in point 
of oaths, declined the honour done him, by a letter ad- 
dreffed to <c his much refpe&ed friend Mr. Robert Hooke, 
u profeflbr of mathematicks at Grefham college." About 
this time, Dr. Burnet being employed in compiling his admi- 
rable hiftory of the Reformation, Mr. Boyle contributed 
very largely, to the expence of publifhing it ; as is acknow- 
ledged by the doctor in his preface to the fecond volume. 26. 
Difcourfe of things above reafon ; inquiring, whether a phi- 
lofopher ihould admit there are any fuch ? 1681, 8vo. 27. 
New Experiments and obfervations made upon the Icy Noc- 

tiluca : 
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tiluca : to which is added, a Chemical paradox, grounded 
upon new experiments, making it probable, that chemical 
principles are tranfmutable, fo that out of one of them others 
may be produced, 1682, 8vo. 28. A Continuation of new 
experiments phyfico- mechanical, touching the fpring and 
weight of the air, and their effects, 1682, 8vo. It was 
probably about the beginning of the year 1681, that he was 
engaged in promoting the preaching and propagating of the 
gofpel among the Indians ; fince the letter, which he wrote 
upon that fubject, was in anfwer to one from Mr. John El- 
liot of New England, dated November 4, 1680. This let- 
Birch, p. ter f M n Boyle's is preferved by his hiftorian j and it (hews, 
* 5 * that he had a vaft diflike to perfecution, on account of opi- 

nions in religion. He publifhed in 1683, nothing but afhort 
letter to Dr. Beale, in relation to the making of frelh water 
out of fait. In 1684, he printed two very confiderable 
woiks ; 29. Memoirs for the natural hiftory of human blood, 
efpecially the fpirit of that liquor, 8vo. 30. Experiments 
and Confiderations about the porofity of bodies, 8vo. 

Mr. Boyle's writings grew now fo very numerous, that Dr. 
Ralph Cud worth, celebrated for his immortal work The In- 
tellectual Syftem, wrote to him in moft preffing terms, to 
make an intire collection of his feveral treatifes, and to pub- 
lifh them together in the Latin tongue ; and " then, fays he, 
c< what you (hall fuperadd, will be eafily collected and ad- 
. " ded afterwards. And I pray God continue your life and 
€i health, that you may ftill inrich the world with more. 
*' The writers of hypothefes in natural philofophy will be 
<c . confuting one another a long time before the world will 
" ever 3gree, if ever it do. But your pieces of natural hif- 
" tory are unconfutable, and will afford the beft grounds 
«' to build Tiypothefes upon. You have much outdone Sir 
" Francis Bacon in your natural experiments ; and you have 
" not infinuated any thing, as be is thought to have done, 
" tending to irreligion, but the contrary." This letter is 
Birch, P . dated Qftober 16, 1684. In 1685, he obliged the world 

with, 31. Short Memoirs for the natural experimental hif- 
tory of mineral waters, with directions as to the feveral me- 
thods of trying them, including abundance of new and ufe- 
ful remarks, as well as feveral curious experiments. 32. An 
Effay on the great effects of even languid and unheeded mo- 
tion ; whereunto is annexed an experimental difcourfe of 
fonte hitherto little regarded caufes of the falubrity and infe- 
hibrity of the air, and its effects ; reprinted in 1690, 8vo. 
None of his treatifes, it is faid, were ever received with 

greater 
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greater of more gerieral applaufe, than this. 33. Of the 
Reconcileablenefs of fpecifick medicines to the corpufcular 
philofophy ; to which is annexed, A Difcourfe about the ad- 
vantages of the ufe of Ample medicines, 8vo. Befides thefe 
philofophical tra&s, he gave the world likewife, the fame 
yeafr, an excellent theological one, 34. Of the high venera- 
tion man's intellect owes to God, peculiarly for his wifdom 
and power, 8vo. This was part of a much larger work, 
which he fignified to the world' in an advertifement, to pre- 
vent any exception from being taken at the abrupt manner of 
its beginning. 

At the entrance of the fucceeding year, came abroad his, 
35. Free inquiry into the vulgarly received notion of nature ; 
a piece, which was then, and will always be, greatly admi- 
red by thofe, who have a true zeal and relifh for pure religion 
and found philofophy. It was tranflated into Latin, and 
reprinted in i2mo the year after. In June 1686, his friend 
Dr. Gilbert Burnet, afterwards bifhop of Salifbury, trans- 
mitted to him from the Hague the manufcript account of his 
travels, which he had drawn up in the form of letters, ad- 
dreffed to Mr. Boyle \ who, in his anfwer to the doftor, 
dated the 14th of that, month, exprefles his fatisfadion in 
* finding, that all men do not travel, as moft do, to obferve 
" buildings, and gardens, and modes, and other amufe- 
" ttients of a Superficial and almofl infignificant curiofity : 
4C for your judicious remarks and refledions, fays he, may 
" not a little improve both a ftatefman, a critick, and a B ; rch 
" divine, as well as they will make the writer pafs for all»6a. and 
" three." In 1687, Mr. Boyle publifhed, 36. The Mar- Boyle's 
tyrdom of Theodora and Dydimia, 8vo : a work he had v> °' $ * * 
drawn up in his youth. 37. A Difquifition about the final 
caufes of natural things ; wherein it is enquired, whether, 
and, if at all, with what caution a naturalift fhould admit 
them. With an appendix, about vitiated light, 1688, 8vo. 
In the month of May this year, our author, though very 
unwillingly, w^s conftrained to make his complaint to the 
publick, of fome inconveniences under which he had long 
laboured ; and this he did by " an advertifement about the 
" lofsof many of his writings addreffed to J. W. to be com- 
" municated to thofe of his friends that are virtuofi ; which 
<( may ferve as a kind of a preface to moft of his mutilated 
<c and unfinifhed writings." He complains in this advertife- 
ment of the treatment be had met with from plagiaries, both 
at home and abroad ; and though it might have been diffi- 
cult in any other man to have done fo, without incurring 

the 
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the imputation of felf-conceit and vanity, yet Mr. Boyle's 

manner is fuch, as only to raife in us an higher efteerh aria 

Blrc ^' admiration of him. This advertifement is inferted at length 
p. 265. . ,. rf * 

in his. life. 

He began now to find that his health and firength, not- 
withftanding all his care and caution, gradually declined, as 
he obferves in a letter to Mr. Le Clcrc, dated May 30, 1689 ; 
Boyle's which put him upon advifing every poflible method of huf- 
y. °p. Z4.6. handing his remaining time for the benefit of the learned. In 
doing this, as a certain writer fays, he preferred generals to 
particulars ; and the affiftance of the whole republic of let- 
ters to that of any branch, by what ties foever he might be 
. conne&ed therewith. It was with this view, that he no lon- 
ger communicated particular difcourfes or new difcoveries to 
the Royal Society ; becaufe this could not be done, without 
withdrawing his thoughts from talks which he thought of 
ftill greater importance. It was the more fteadily to attend 
to thefe, that he refigned his poft of governor of the corpo- 
ration for propagating the gofpel in New-England ; 'nay, he 
went fo far as to fignify to the world, that he could no lon- 
ger receive vifits as ufual, in an advertifement, which begins 
in the following manner. u Mr. Boyle finds himfelf obliged 
** to intimate to thofe of his friends "and acquaintance, that 
<c are wont to do him the honour and favour of vifiting him, 
cc 1. That he has by fome unlucky accidents, namely, by 
ci his fervant's breaking a bottle of oil of vitriol, over a cheft 
" which contained his papers, had many of his writings 
<e corroded / here and there, or other wife fo maimed, that 
<c without he himfelf fill up the lacunas out of his memory 
<c or invention, they will not be intelligible. 2. That his 
** age and ficklinefs have for a good while admonifhed him 
€€ to put his fcattered, and partly defaced, writings into fome 
c< kind of order, that they may not remain quite ufelefs. 
'* And, 3. That his (kilful and friendly phyfician, fir Ed- 
<c mund King, feconded by Mr. Boyle's beft friends, has 
s" preffingly advifed him againft fpeaking daily with fo many 
* € perfons as are wont tovifit him, reprefenting it as what can- 
<c not but much wafte his fpirits," &c. He ordered like wife 

„. , a board to be placed over his door, with an infcription fig- 

Birch, p. . P . I • J I 1 J' 1 • T 

272. nifymg, when he did and did not receive vilits. 

Among the other great works, which by this means he 
gained time to finifh, there is great reafon to believe, that 
one was a collection of elaborate procefTes in chemiflxy ; con- 
cerning which, he wrote a letter to a friend, wjiich is ffill 
Birch, p. extant i but the piece itfelf was never publifhed, though we 
2?4 ' read 
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read ill the letter, that " he left it as a kind of hermetic le- 
" gacy to the ftudious difciples of that art/' Befides thefe 
papers, committed to the care of one, whom he eftecmed his 
friend, he left alfo very many behind him at the time of his 
death, relating to chemiftry ; which, as appears by a letter 
dire&ed to one of his executors, he defired might be jnfpedl- 
ed by three phyficians whom he narned, and that fome of the 
moft valuable might be preferved. tC Indeed," fays the wri- 
ter of his life, " it is highly reafonable to fuppofe, that many 
u important difcoveries were contained in them $ chemiftry 
" being his favourite ftudy, and opening to him perpetually 
u fuch a new fcene of wonders, as eafily perfuaded him of 
fi the poftibility of tranfmuting metals into gold; This per- 
" fuafion of his is evident from feveral parts of his writings, 
** and was avowed by himfelf to the great Dr. Hal ley, the 
*' late royal aftronomer, who related to me his converfation 
" with him upon that fubjedfc. And it was probably in con- 
<c fsquence of this opinion, that he took fo much pains to 
*' procure, as he did in Auguft 1689, an Act for the Re- 
f< peal of a Statute, made in the fifth year of king 
" Henry IV. againft the multiplying of Gold and Birch, p, 
« Silver." *;*. 

In the mean time Mr. Boyle publifhed fome other works 
before his death ; as, 38. " Medicina Hydroftatica : or, Hy- 
fc drbftaticks applied to the materia medica, {hewing how by 
'* the weight, that divers bodies ufed in phytic have in water, 
M one may difcover whether they be genuine or adulterate. 
w To which is fubjoined a previous hydroftatical way of efti- 
*' mating ores/' 1690, 8vo. He informs us, in the poft- 
fcript of this treatife, that he had prepared materials for a 
fecond volume, which he intended to publifli ; but it never 
appeared. " 39. The chriftian virtuofo: (hewing, that by 
f< being addi&ed to experimental philofophy, a man, is ra* 
ft ther affifted than indifpofed to be a good chriftian. The 
** firft part. To which are fubjoined, 1. A difcourfe about 
" the diftin&ion that reprefents fome things as above reafon, 
" but not contrary to reafon. 2. The firit chapters of a dif- 
*' courfe, intitled, Greatnefs of mind promoted by chriftian- 
fc ity»" 1690, 8vo. In the advertifement prefixed to this. 
Work, he mentions a fecond part of the chriftian virtuofo $ 
which, however, he did not live to. finifti. But the papers 
he left behind him for that purpofe are printed, imperfeft as 
they are, in the late edition of his works in folio. The 
laft work, which he publifhed himfelf, was in the fpring of 
?6gi ; and is intitled, 4P. '* Experiments & Ofcfervationei 
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€i Phyficae : wherein are briefly treated of feveral fubjefts, 
<c relating to natural philofophy in an experimental way. 
c< To which is added, a fmall collection of ftrange reports; 1 ' 
8vo. About the entrance of the fummer, he began to feel 
fuch an alteration in his health, as induced him to think 
of fettling his affairs ; and accordingly, on the 18th of July, 
he figned and fealed his laft will, to which he afterwards add- 
Birch, p. ed feveral codicils, in October, his diftempers increafed; 
*82. which might perhaps be owing to his tender concern for the 

tedious illnefs of his dear fitter the lady Ranelagh, with whom 
he had lived many years in the greateft harmony and friend- 
ship, and whofe indifpofition brought her to the grave on the 
23d of December following. He did not furvtve her above 
a week ; for, on the laft day of the year 1691, or, as moil 
authors account it, on the 30th of December, at three quar- 
ters paft twelve at night, he departed this life in the 65th 
year of his age. 

He was buried in St. Martin's church in the Fields, Weft- 
minfter, on the 7th of January following ; and his funeral 
fermon was preached by his friend Dr. Gilbert Burnet, bifhop 
of Salifbury. The bifhop made choice upon this occafion of 
a text very appofite to his fubjecS, namely, u For God 
" givefth to a man, that is good in his fight, wifdom, know- 
Ecclef. xi. ** ledge, and joy.*' After explaining the meaning of the words, 
*£• he applies the doctrine to the honourable perfon deceafed ; of 

whom, he tells us, he was the better able to give a charac- 
ter, from the many happy hours he had fpent in conversation 
with him, in the courfe of nine and twenty years. He gives 
a large account of Mr. Boyle's fincere and unaffected piety, 
and more efpecially of his zeal for the chriftian religion, 
without having any narrow notions concerning it, or miftak- 
ing, as fo many do, a bigot ted heat in favour of a particular 
feci, for that zeal which is the ornament of a true chriflian. 
. He mentions, as a proof of this, his noble foundation for 
leflures in defence of the gofpel againft infidels of all forts; 
the effects of which have been fo conspicuous in the many 
volumes of excellent difcourfes, which have been publifhed 
in confequence of that noble and pious foundation. He had, 
fays our prelate, defigned it in his life- time, though fame ac- 
cidents did, upon great confederations, divert him from fet- 
tling it ; but not from ordering by his will, that a liberal pro- 
vifion (hould be made for one, who mould, in a very few 
well-digefted fermons, every year fet forth the truth of the 
chriftian religion in general, without dcfcendmg to the fub- 
drviHons among chriftians. He was at the charge of the 
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tranilation and impreffion of the New Teftament, iota the 
MaJayan tongue, which he fent over all the Eaft-Indies. He 
gave a noble reward to him that tranflated Grotius's incora- 
parable book, " of the truth of the chriftian religion," into 
Arabick ; and was at the charge of a whole impreffion, 
which he took care fhould be difperfed in all the countries, 
where that language is underftood. He was refolved to have 
carried on the impreffion of the New Teftament in the Turkr 
ifh language ; but the company thought it became them to 
be the doers of it, and fo fufFered him only to give a large 
fhare towards it. He was at 700 1. charge in the edition of 
the Irifb bible, which he ordered to be diftributed in Ire* 
land i and he contributed liberally, both to the impreffion of 
the Welch bible, and of the Irifh bible for Scotland. He 
gave, during his life, 300 1. to advance the defign of propa- 
gating the chriftian religion in America ; and, as foon as he 
heard that the E aft -India company were entertaining propo-. 
fitions for the like defign in the £aft, he prefently fent a hun- 
' dred pounds for a beginning, as an example ; but intended 
, to carry it much farther, when it fhould be fet on foot to pur- 
pofe. When he underftood how large a (hare he had in 
i impropriations, he ordered confiderable fums to be given to 
\ the incumbents in thofe parifhes, and even to the widows of 
[ thofe who were dead, before this diftribution of his bounty* 
He did this, twice in his life- time, to the amount of above 
' 600 1. and ordered another diftribution, as far as his eftate 
would bear, by his will. In other refpe£h, his charities 
were fo bountiful and extenfive, that they amounted, as this 
prelate tells us, from his own knowledge to upwards of 1000 1. 
per annum. 

But that part of his difcourfe, which concerns us moft, is, 
the copious and eloquent account he has given of this great 
man's abilities. " His knowledge," fays he, was of fo vaft 
cc an extent, that if it were not for the variety of vouchers 
" in their feveral forts, I fhould be afraid to fay all I know. 
** He carried the ftudy of the Hebrew very far into the rab- 
*' binical writings, and the other oriental tongues. . He had 
*' read fo much of the fathers, that he had formed out of it 
* € a clear judgment of all the eminent ones. He had read 
*' a vaft deal on the fcriptures, had gone very nicely through* 
*' the various controversies in religion, and was a true mafi- 
'< ter of the whole body of divinity. He read the whole 
" compafs of the mathematical fciences ; and, though he 
*' did not fet hiajfelf to fpring any new game, yet he knew 
f* even the abftrufeft parts ofgeometry. Geography, " in the 
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u feveral parts of it, that related to navigation or travelling j 
cc hiftory, and books of novels were his diverfions. He 
<c went very nicely through all the parts of phyfick ; only 
" the tendernefs of his nature made him lefs able to endure 
** the exaftrtefs of anatomical difle&ions, efpecially of liv- 
•*« ing animals, though he knew thefe to be moft inftrudting. 
«* But for the hiftory of nature, ancient and modern, of the 
" produ&ions of all countries, of the virtues and improve- 
* c ments of plants, of ores and minerals, and all the varieties 
'* that are in them in different climates, he was by much, 
** by very much, the readied and the perfe&eft I ever knew, 
" in the greateft compafs, and with the niceft exafinefc. 
" This put him in the way of making all that vaft variety 
" of experiments beyond any man, as far as we know, that 
" ever lived. And in thefe, as he made a great progrefs in 
€C new difcoveries, fo he ufed fo nice a ftri&nefs, and deli* 
•* vercd them with fo fcrupulous a truth, that all 'who have 
•* examined them have found, how fafely the world may 
*' depend upon them. But his peculiar and favourite ftudy 
" was chemiftry, in which he was engaged with none of 
ic thofe ravenous and ambitious defigns, that drew many into 
it. His defign \vas only to find out nature, to fee into what 
principles things might be refolved, and of what they 
** were compounded, and to prepare good medicaments for 
<c the bodies of men. He fpent neither his time nor fortune ! 
c * upon the vain purfuits of high prdmifes and pretenfions. 
He always kept himfelf within the compafs that his cftate 
might well bear: and, as he made chemiftry much the 
ct better for his dealing in it, fo he never made himfelf either , 
«' wprfe or the poorer for it. It was a charity to others, as | 
" well as an entertainment to himfelf; for the produce of it i 
nerTfe **" " was d»ft"buted Dv *" s fifter and others, into whofe hands he I 
mon, &c. " P ut lt " To this elogium of the bifhop, we will only add 
P- 3^* 37* that of the celebrated phyfician, philofopher, and chemift,Dr. j 
Herman Boerhaave ; who, after having declared lord Ba- 
con to be the father of experimental philofophy ; afferts, 
that c< Mr. Boyle, the ornament of his age and country, 
* c fucceeded to the genius and inquiries of the great chancel- | 
cc lor Veriilam. Which, fays he, of all Mr. Boyle's writ- | 
u ings fhall I recommend ? All of them. To him we owe | 
Boerhaave's u the fecrets of fire, air, water, animals, vegetables, foffils: 
Methodus u fo that from his works may be deduced the whole fyftcm 
jifcendi me- « of natural knowledge." The reader, perhaps, may here 
icinaro. be p i ea f e( j to ] cnoW) t h at Mr. Boyle was born the fame year 
in which lord Bacon died. 
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As to the perfon of this great man, we are told, that he 
was tall but {lender ; and his countenance pale and emaciated. 
tils conftitution was fo tender and delicate, that he had di- 
vers forts of cloaks to put on when he went abroad, accord- 
ing to the temper :ure of the air; and in this he governed 
himfelf by his thermometer. He efcaped indeed the' fmall- 
pox during his life ; but for almoft forty years he laboured 
under fuch a feeblenefs of body, and fuch lownefs of ftrength 
and fpirits, that it was aftoniflung how he could read, me- 
ditate, make experiments, and write as he did. He had like- 
wife a weaknefs in his eyes, which made him very tender of 
them, and extremely apprehenfive of fuch diftempers, as 
might affe£t them. He imagined alfo, that if ficknefs fhould 
confine him to his bed, it might raife the pains of the ftone 
to a degree which might be above his ftrength to fupport ; 
fo that he feared left his laft minutes- (hould be too hard for 
him. This was the ground of all the caution and apprehen- 
fion, with which he was obferved to live : but as to life itfelf, 
he had that juft indifference for it, which became a philofo-* 
pher and a chriftian. However his fight began to grow dim, 
not above four hours before he died j and, when death came 
upon him, he had not been above three hours in bed, before 
it had made an end of him with fo little pain, that the flame 
appeared to go out, merely for want of oil to maintain it. 
The reader may wonder, that Mr. Boyle was never made a 
peer, efpecially when it is remembered, that his four elder 
brothers were all peers. A peerage was often offered him, 
and as often refufed by him. It is eafy to imagine, that he 
might have had any thing he fhould exprefs an incln.tion 
for. He was always a favourite at court : and king Charles 
H. James II. and king William, were fo highly pleafed with 
hisconverfation, that they often ufed to difcourfe with him 
*in the moft familiar manner. Not that Mr. Boyle was at any 
time a courtier ; he fpake freely of the government, even in 
times which he difliked, and upon occafions when he was 
obliged to condemn it ; but then he always did it, as indeed 
he did every thing of that nature, with an exa&nefs of re- BIrch > P» 
fpeft. a88 * 

Mr. Boyle was never married : but Mr. Evelyn was aff.red, 
that he courted the beautiful and ingenious daughter of Cary, P* 1 ^* 
e arl of Monmouth ; and that to this paflion was owing his 

Seraphick Love." In the memorandum of Mr. Boyle's 
«fe, fet down by bifhop Burnet, it is remarked, that he ab- 
stained from marriage, at firft out of policy, afterwards more 
philofophically : and we find by .a letter of Dr. John Wallis 
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Boyle's t° him, dated at Oxford, July 17, 1669, that he had an 
works, vol. overture made him with refpe& to the lady Mary Haftings, 
v * P* 5*4* fifter to the earl of Huntingdon. But it does not appear from 
any of his papers, that he had ever entertained the leaft 
thoughts of that kind ; nay, there is a letter of his, wrote 
when he was young to the lady Barry more his niece, who 
had informed him of a report that he was actually married, 
which almoft {hews that he never did. The letter is written 
with great politenefs, and in the true fpirit of gallantry; aad 
is a clear proof, that though Mr. Boyle did not chufe to mar- 
ry, yet it was no mifanthropick cynical humour, which re- 
trained him from it. It is impoffible to entertain the reader 
better, than by prefenting him with that part of it which 
concerns the point in queftion. — " It is hteh time for me to 
*' haften the payment of the thanks I ow£ your ladyfhip for 
the joy you are pleafed to wifh me, and of which that 
wifh poffibly gives me more, than the occafion of it would. 
*' You have certainly reafon, madam, to fufpend your belief 
€C of a marriage, celebrated by no prieft but fame, and made 
«' unknown to the fuppofed bridegroom. I may poffibly ere 
" long give you a fit of the fpleen upon this theme ; but at 
€l prefent it were incongruous to blend fuch pure raillery, as 
" I ever prate of matrimony and amours with, among things 
44 I am fo ferious in, as thofe this fcribble prefents you. I 
" (hall therefore only tell you, that the little gentleman and 
** I are ftill at the old defiance. You have carried away too 
** many, of the perfe&ions of your fex, to leave enough in 
•' this country for the reducing fo ftubborn a heart as mine; 
4< , whofe conqueft were a taflc of fo much difficulty, and is fo 
4 « little worth it, that the latter property is always likely to 
4C deter any, that hath beauty and merit enough to overcome 
u the former. But though this untamed heirt be thus infen- 
** fible to the thing itfelf called love, it 4s yet very acceffiblc 
cc to things very near of kin to that paffion 5 and efteem, 
€C friendftiip, refpedr, and even admiration, are things, that 
*' their proper obje&s fail not proportionably to exa& of mc, 
" and confequently are qualities, which in their higheft de- 
" grees, are really and conftantly paid my lady Barri more by 
" her moft obliged humble fervant, and affe&ionate uncle, 
Birch > P. " Robert Boyle." 

29°. We will conclude our account of Mr. Boyle, with the 

mention of his pofthumous works : which are as follow, 
" 1. The General hiftory of the air defigned and begun." 
1692, 4to. Concerning the nature and value of this work, 
we ha,ve the teftimonies of two of the rjioft ingenious and able 
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men of that age, Mr. Locke and Mr. Molineux. Mr. Locke, 
in a letter to Mr. Molineux, dated December 26, 1692, ob- 
ferves, that " tho* this treatife was left imperfeft, yet I think, 
. " fays he, the very defign of it will pleafe you ; and it is caft 
" into a method, that any one who pleaf-s may add to it 
"under any of the feveral titles, as his reafon and obferva- 
" tion ihall furnifh him with matter of fad. If fuch men as 
" you are, curious and knowing, would join to what Mr. 
** Boyle had colle&ed and prepared, what comes in their 
<c way, we might hope in forre time to have a confiderable 
" hiftory of the air, than which I fcarce know any part of 
" natural philofophy would yield more variety and ufe. But 
" it is a fubjeft too large for the attempts of any one man* 
" and will require the aififtance of many hands, to make it an 
M hiftory very fhort of complete.*' To which Mr. Molineux 
aifwered : (t I am extremely obliged to you for Mr. Boyle's 
" book of the air, which lately came to my hands. It is a 
" vaft defign, and not to be finifhed but by the united labours 
" of many heads, and indefatigably profecuted for many 
" years ; fo that I defpair of feeing any thing compleat there- 
tc in. However, if many will lend the fame helping hands 
" that you have done, I (hould be in hopes ; and certainly, 
" there is not a chapter in all natural philofophy of greater Lock . e%s 
" ufe tb mankind, than what is here propofed." 2. " Gene- ^ orks ' vo1 ' 
" ral heads for the natural hiftory of a country, great or 
<c fmall j drawn out for the ufe of travellers and navigators. 
4< To which are added, other directions for navigators, &c. 
" with particular obfervations on the mod noted countries in 
" the world; By another hand." 1692, i2mo. Thefe ge- 
neral heads were firft printed in the Philofophical Tranfa&i- 
ons, being drawn up by Mr. Boyle, at the requeft of the 
Royal Society. The other direftions added in this edition 
were drawn up by various perfons at divers times, by order of 
the Royal Society, and printed in different numbers of the 
Philofophical Tranfaftions ; but being in purfuance of the 
plan, fketched out by Mr. Boyle, were very properly annexed 
to the preceding ones. 3. " A paper of the honourable 
* c Robert Boyle's, depofited with the fecretaries of the Royal 
" Society, October 14, 1680, and opened fince his death ; * j 

<c being an account of his making the phofphorus, Sept. 30, 
" 1680." printed in the Philofophic^ Tranfadtions. 4. "An* 
cc account of a way of examining waters, as to freflinefs or 
<c faltnefs. To b£ fubjoined as an Appendix, to a lately 
" printed letter about fweetned water : October 30, 16*3" 
Printed in the Philofophical Tranfa&ions. 5. " A Free 
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* c Difcourie againft cuftomary fwearing, and a difTuafive iroi9 
" curfing." 1695, 8vo. 6. " Medicinal Experiments; or* 
" a collection of choice remedies, chiefly fimple, and eafily 
*' prepared, ufeful in familfes, and fit for the fervice of the 
* c country people. The third and JaTt volume, publifhed 
*' from the author's original manufcript ; whereunto id 
*' added feveral ufeful notes, explicatory of the fame." 1698, 
I2mo. The firft edition of this book Was printed in 1688, 
under the title of " Receipts font to a friend in America :" 
in 1692, it was reprinted with the addition of a fecond part, 
and a new preface : and in 1698, as we now obferve, was 
added the third and laft volume* They have been all feverat 

fl' r ch, p. times reprinted fince in a fingle volume, and juftly accounted 

*36, &c* the be f t co u e aion of the kind. 

Thefe pofthumous works, joined to thofe We have men- 
tioned in the courfe of this article, together with many pieces 
in the Philofophical Tranfa&ions* which we had not room to 
be particular about, were all collected and printed in five 
volumes in folio, at London, in the year 1744: whereuntd 
was prefixed, an accurate life of Mr. Boyle by the reverent! 
Dr. Birch, to whom we ought in jufiice to make our grate- 
ful acknowledgments, as we are chiefly indebted to his pauv 
ful collections for the materials of this article. 

BOYLE (Charles) earl of Orrery in Ireland, arid barorl 
. , of Marfton in Somerfetfliire, was fecond fon of Roger, fe- 
cond earl of Orrery, by lady Mary Sackville, daughter to* 

ftudgelh Richard earl of Dorfet and Middlefex, He was born in Au- 
guft 1676 ; and at fifteen was entered as a nobleman of 
Chrift-Church in Oxford* under the care of the celebrated 
Dn Francis Atterbury, afterwards bifhop of Rochefter, and 
the reverend Dr. Freind. Dr. Aldrich* the head of thatfo-* 
ciety, obferving his uncommon application to his ftudiesj 
drew up for his ufe that* compendium of Logick, which is 
now read at Chriftchurch, wherein he* ftiles him, " the great 
*' ornament of our college." Having quitted the uhiverfity* 
he was, in 1700, chofen meihber for the town of Hunting- 
tori. A p. tit ion being pre fen ted to the houfe of commons* 
Complaining of the illegality of his election* he fpoke in fup- 
port of it with great warmth, this probably gave rife to the duel 
he fought With Mr. Wortleyj the other candidate in Hyde- 
park j in which* though Mr. Boyle had the advantage, the 

m^tt ^ wounds he received threw him into a dangerous fit of fick* 
nefs, that lafted for many months. On the death of his el* 
tkt brother, hie fucceeded to the title ©f earl of Orrery. Soon 
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frfter he had a regiment given him, and was elected i knight 
of the Thiftle. In 1706, he married lady Elizabeth Cecil* 
daughter to the earl of Exeter, (a) In 1709, he was pro- 
moted to the rank of major-general, and (worn of her ma~ 
jefty's privy council. He was envoy extraordinary from the 
queen to the dates of Flanders and Brabant, with an ap- 
pointment of ten pounds a day, at a very critical juncture, 
namely, during the treaty of Utrecht, when fome in authority 
at BrufTels, knowing they were foon to become the emperor's 
fubjecV, and that his imperial majefty was not on good terms 
"with the queen, (hewed lefs refpe£t to her minifter than they 
had formerly done. Orrery, who looked upon theip behavi- 
our as an indignity to the crown of Great Britain, managed 
with fo much refolution and dexterity, that when they thought 
his power was declining, or rather that he had none at all, BudgdL 
he got every one of them turned out of his poft. Her ma- 
jefty, on the tenth year of her reign, raifed him to the dignity 
of a Britifh peer by the title of Lord Boy re, baron of Mar- 
fton in Somerfetfhire. On the acceffion of king George U 
he was made a lord of the bedchamber, and lord lieutenant 
and cuftos rotulorum of the county of Somerfct His fre- 
quent voting again ft the minifters, gave rife to a report that 
he was to be removed from all his pods : upon which he ab- 
fented himfelf from the court ; but his friends affuring him f 
that they had ground to believe the king had a perfonal efteem 
for him, he wrote a letter to his majefty, fignifying* that tho'Budgell, p. 
he looked upon his fervice as a high honour; yet, when, he 2 '4« 
firft entered into it, he did not conceive it was expected from 
him that he (hould vote again ft his confeience and his judg- 
ment : that he miift confefs it was his misfortune to differ 
widely in opinion from fome of his majefty's minifters ; that 
if thofe gentlemen had reprefented this to his majefty as a 
crime not to be forgiven, and his majefty himfelf thought fo> 
he was ready to refign thofe pofts he enjoyed ; from whence 
he found he was already removed by a common report, 
which was rather encouraged than contradicted, by the 
minifters. The king going foon after to Hanover, lord Or- 
rery's regiment was taken from him ; which his lordfhip look- 
ing upon as a mark of difpleafure, refigned his poft of lord 
of the bedchamber. 

On the 28th of September 172a, he Was committed clofe 
girifoner to the Tower, by Warrant of a committee of the 

(a) by thift lady, who died a fert hit only fort, the prefent carl of 
atari after her marriage* he had Corkt. 
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lords of the 'privy council, upon fufpicion of high-treafom 
and of being concerned in Layer's plot. His confinement 
brought on fuch a dangerous fit of ficknefs, that Dr. Mead 
went and remonftrated to the council, that unlefs the earl of 
Orrery was immediately fet at liberty, he would not anfwer 
for his life twenty four hours: upon which, after fix months 
imprifonment, he was admitted to bail. Upon the ^ftri&eft 
enquiry, no fufficient ground for a profecution being found, 
he was, after pafling through the ufual forms, abfolutely dis- 
charged. After this, he conftantly attended in his place in 
the houfe of peers, as he had done before, and though he never 
fpoke in that aflembly, his pen was frequently employed to 
Bodgell. draw up the protefts entered in its journals. He died after a 
fhort indifpofition, on the 2ift of Auguft 1731, in the 57th 
year of his age. He was of a middle fize, and fo very Hea- 
der, and had fuch a gait, that a ftranger walking behind him 
would have taken him, the year he died, for a young fellow 
of five and twenty, (b) Hi§ drefs was always neat, and fome- 
times gay, but he had fomething fo naturally genteel in the 
make of his perfon, and his whole behaviour, that no drefs, 
however mean, could hinder him from looking like a man of 
quality. To his tutor, Mr. Atterbury, he probably owed a 
good part of that fine relifti he had for the writings of the 
antients. He made thefe his conftanl ftudy ; and expreiied a 
high contempt, fays Budgell, for the greater part of our 
modern wits and authors (c). He was delighted with the 
company of two forts of perform, either fuch as were 
really genius's of the fir ft rank, who had fine under ftandings, 
ftrong judgments, and true taftes, or fuch as had a few foibles, 
and an eye of ridicule in them, which feu zed to make him 

(b) He was (hort-fighted ; and two MSS. recenfuit, vcrfione, annotati* 
or three other celebrated wits hap- onibus, Sc vita infuper au&oris do» 
pening to have the fame blemifh, the navit Car. Boyle, ex acde Chrifti, Ox« 
fops of the town, who had an am- on. Svo. 

b'ition to be thought wits, all of them The authenticity of thefe epiftlet 
affected to appear (ho rt- lighted, being called in queftion by Dr. Bent- 
Budge 11. ley, Mr. Boyle wrote an anfwer, 

(c) The firft thing he published entituled, Dr. Bentley's Diflertation 
while a ftudent at Chriftchuich, was, on the epiftles of Phalarit examined, 
a translation of the life of Lyfander, His lordAiip wrote a comedy, 
from the Greek of Plutarch. Dr. called, As you find it ; printed in 
Aldrich, dean of Chriftchurch, find- the fecond volume of the works of 
ing Mr. Boyle to be a good Grecian, Roger earl of Orrery. 

put him upon publishing a new edi- Lord Orrery was alfo author of a 

tion of the Epiftles of Phalaris, which Copy of Verfes to Dr. Garth, upon 

appeared in the beginning of "169?, his Difpenfary, and of a Prologue to 

under the title of Phalaridis Agri- Mr. Southern's play, called, The 

gentinorum tyranni epiftolae. £x fiege of Capua. 
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laugh. He would rally thefe in fo agreeable, and yet in 
fo tender a manner, that though it diverted himfelf and 
others, it was never offenfive to the perfon rallied. No 
man was of more eafy accefs to thofe he valued ; to fuch he was 
always at home, and never denied ; at the fame time he did 
not think himfelf obliged to carry the point of ceremony fo 
far, as to lofe much of his thne (d) with people whom he 
defpifed, or did not care for; and fometimes defired to be 
excufed from admitting the vifits of fome men of the firft 
quality. 

The inftrument which was invented by him, and bears 
his name, reprefenting the folar fyftem, according to the 
fentiments of the new aftronomers, is an undeniable proof 
of his mechanic genius. His lordfliip had alfo a turn for 
medicine ; which led him not only to buy and read what- 
ever was publifhed on that fubjedt ; but alfo to employ his 
friends to fend him accounts of herbs and drugs in foreign 
countries (e). 

A coldnefs, occafioned by a family difpute, between lord 
Orrery and the earl of Orkney gave rife to a mifunder- 
ftanding between the former and his fon the prefent earl, 
who married Orkney's daughter; during which, Orrery, 
in a paffion, made a will wherein he bequeathed to Chrift- 
church-college in Oxford, his noble library, fave only the 
journals of the houfe of lords, and fuch works as related 
to the Englifh hiftory and confutation, which he left to 
the prefent earl. This unhappy difference between the fa- 
ther and fon was, however, of fhort continuance ; -and the 
carl of Orrery intending to fet out for Paris a few days be- 
fore he died, had actually fent for the gentleman who made 
his will about four years before, to draw another, in which 
this library was to be left to his fon : but his fudden and 
unexpected death defeated this purpofe. Budgeii, p, 

BOYSE, BOYS, or BOIS, (John) one of the tranf- Wood , g 
lators of the Bible, in the reign of king James I. was fon of Fafts,Oxon. 
Mr. William Bois, re&or of Weft-Stqwe, near St. Ed- Vol. I. col, 
mundfbury, in'SufFolk, and born at Nettleftead, in Suffolk, * 53 ' 
on the 3d of January, 1560. He was taught the firft F^ Iler '? . 
rudiments of learning by his father, and 'his capacity was fuch, Suffolk. "* 

(d) He. was ufually up by fix in hand, in the ftile of a regular phyfi- 
the morning, and often on horfeback cian, and fome diaries of the pro- 
by feven. - grefs of diftempers, after the man- 

Cm) I have feen a great number of ner of Hippocrates. Budgell. 
prefcriptionsj all wrote with his own 

that 
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life by Dr. that at the age of five years he read the bible in Hebrew. H* 
Anthony wcn t afterwards to Hadley fchool, and at fourteen was ad- 
Peek's Dcfi- mitted of St. John's college, Cambridge, where he diftin- 
derataCu- guifhed himfelf by his (kill in the Greek. Happening to have 
riofa > ™. tne fm all- pox whpn he was eleded fellow, he, to prefer ve 
• P-3 , * 2, his feniority, caufed himfelf to be carried, wrapped up in 
blankets* to be admitted. He applied himfelf for fome time 
to the ftudy of medicine, but fancying himfelf affe&ed with 
every difeafe he read of, he quitted that fcience. June 21, 1583, 
Jbid. he was ordained deacon, and next day, by virtue of a d if pen- 
fat ion, prieft. He was ten years chief Greek ledurer in his 
college, and read every day. He voluntarily read a Greek 
left ure for fome years, at four in the morning, in his own 
chamber, which was frequented by many of the fellows. On 
the death of his father, he fucceeded him in the redory of 
Weft-Stowe ; but his 1 mother going to live with her brother, 
he refigned that preferment, though he might have kept it 
ibid. with /his feUowfhip. At the age of thirty-fix, he married the 
daughter of Mr. Holt, re.&or of Boxworth, in Cambridge- 
fhire, whom he fucceeded in that living O&ober the 13th, 
1596. On his quitting the univerfity, the college gave him 
one hundred pounds. His young wife, who was bequeathed 
to him with the living, which was an advowfon, proving a 
bad ceconomift, and he himfelf being wholly addicted to his 
ftudies, he foon became fo much involved in debt, that he 
was forced to fell his choice collection of books, containing 
almoft every Greek author then extant, to a lofc as great as 
the fum to which the debt paid by its produce amounted. The 
lofs of his library affli&ed him fo much, that he had thought 
of quitting his native country. He was however foon re- 
conciled to his wife, and he even continued to leave all do- 
meftic affairs to her managements He entered into an agree- 
ment with twelve of the neighbouring clergy, to meet every 
v Friday at one of their houfes by turns, to give an account of 

their ftudies. He ufuaily kept fome young fcholar in his 
houfe, to inftru& his own children, and. the poorer fort of 
the town, as well as feveral gentlemen's children, who were 
boarded with him. When a new tranflation of the bible was, 
by king James I. directed to be made ; Mr. Bois was elected 
one of the Cambridge translators. He performed not only his 
own, but alfo the part affigned to another, with great repu- 
tation, though with no profit, for which he had no allowance 
but his commons (a). He was alfo one of the fix who met 

(a) The king indeed nominated any benefit thereby, that foundation 
him one of the fellows of his new taking no effect, 
college at Chelfca $ bat he never had 

at 
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at Stationers hall to revife the whole 3 which taflc they went 
through in nine months, having each from the company of 
ftationers during that time thirty (hillings a week. He after- 
wards affifted Sir Henry Savile, in publifhing the works of^f 8 ^ 
St. Chryfoftom. A prefent of a lingle copy of the book was ,o, J?+$ 9 * 
the whole reward of many years labour fpent upon it. This 
difappointment was owing to the death of Sir Henry Savile* 
who intended to have made him fellow of Eaton. In 1615, 
Dr. Lancelot Andrews, bifhop of Ely, beftowed on him 
unalked, a prebend in his church. He died on the 14th Ja- 
nuary, 1643, * n the ?4 tn vear of his age. He left a great 
many manufcripts behind him, particularly a commentary 
on almoft all the books of the new teftament (b). He had 
a faying in his mouth frequently, which he learned from 
Tully, viz. A mis-fpent youth leaves a fpent body to old age. 
According to which rule his perfon, even at the time of his 
deceafe, gave evidence of his having lived virtuouily and 
foberly in the days of his youth} for his brow' was without 
wrinkles, his fight was quick, his hearing (harp, his coun- 
tenance frefh, his head not bald, and his body perfectly found, 
a rupture only excepted, which accident, when it firft befell 
him, a perfon fkilled in the cure of that diftemper, told him, 
he could not furvive half a year, in hopes of getting a confix 
derable Aim out of him, for renewing, which he pretended 
was in his power, of a leafe fo near expiring. But the doc- 
tor, either having no opinion of this man's fkill, or not 
thinking his own cafe fo defperate, declined his afliftance, 
and defeated his prediction, by living twenty years, without 
any great inconvenience* When he was a young ftudent at 
Cambridge, he received from the learned doctor Whitaker, 
thefe three rules for avoiding thofe diftempcrs which ufually 
attend a fedentary life, to which he adhered with equal con- 
ftancy and fuccefs. The firft was to ftudy always fianding, 
the fecond never to ftudy in a window, the third never to go 
to bed with his feet cold. 

(b) This book was afterwards aliifque recentioribus collatio in iv 
publifhed under the title of Johannis evangelusfe adis apart olo rum. Lond, 
J5oifu veteris interpretis cum Bcza 1655, 8vo. 

BRACTON, (Henry de) a celebrated Englifli lawyer 
in the thirteenth century, was, according to Mr. Prince, 
born in Devonfhire. He ftudied at Oxford, where he took 
the degree of doftor of laws. Applying himfelf afterwards J? ort ^. 8 of 
to the ftudy of the laws of England, he rofe to great emi- p§ e ^ e " 
nence at the bar, and, in 1244., was, by king Henry III. 

made 
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made one of his judges, itinerant. At prefent, he is chiefly 
known by his learned work De legibus et confuetudinibus 
Angliae ; the firft printed edition of it is at London in 1569, 
in folio. In 1640, it was printed in ^t>; and great pains 
was taken to collate various MSS. One of the mod authen- 
tic manufcripts of this work was burnt in the fire, which con- 
fumed a part of the Cotton library, Oft. 23, 1731* 

BRADY, (Nicholas) was Yon of major Nicholas 
Brady, an officer in the army of king Charles I. and born 
at Bandon in the county of Cork, on the 28th of O&ober 
1&59- At the age of twelve, he was fent to Weftminftep* 
fchool, where he was chofen king's fcholar, and from thenca 
elc£ted ftudent of Chrift Church, Oxford. After four years 
refidence at Oxford, he removed to the college of Dublin, 
where he took his degrees in arts, and was by diploma created- 
'dodtorof divinity. Dr. WettenhaJl, btfhop of Cork, made 
choice of htm for one of his domeftic chaplains, and collated 
him a prebend in the cathedral of St. Barry, in Cork, and to 
the parifh of Kinaglarchy, m the county of Cork. In 1690, 
during the disturbances in Ireland, he prevailed withM'Carty, 
king James's general, to fufpend the execution of the order 
which that prince had given three feveral times to burn, his 
native town of Bandon ; and being the fame year deputed 
by the inhabitants of that town to apply to the Englifh par* 
tiament, for a redrefs of the grievances they had fufrered dur- 
ing king James's flay in Ireland, he came over to London* 
where he fettled, and being chofen minifter of St. Catherine 
Cree Church, and IcAurer of St. Michael's, Wood Street* 
Ke refigned his preferments in Ireland. He became afterwards 
minifter of Richmond in Surry, and of Stratford-upon- 
Avon, in Warwickshire, and at length re&or of Clap- 
bam (a). He held this re&ory, together with Richmond* 
to the time of his death, which happened on the 20th of 
May* 1726, in his fixty-feventh year (b). 

(a) He was alfo chaplain to the ft. The iEneids of Virgil, four 
duke of Ormond's troop of horie* volumes, 8vo. 

guards, as he was to their majefties 3. Forty-three Sermons, in three 

king William and Queen Mary, and volumes, 8vo. 
. afterwards to Queen Anne. After the doctor* s death, his el- 

(b) His writings are, deft fon, a clergyman, published three 
1. A New Verfion of the Pfalms volumes more of his father's (er- 

of David, done in conjunction with mons. Lond. Svo. 
Tate. 

JJRADY, (Robert) was born in Norfolk, and admitted 
in Caius college, Cambridge, in February 1643. fie took 

both 
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both his degrees in phyfick, and, in 1660, was, by vir- 
tue of the king's mandate, chofen matter of his college. He 
was afterwards elecled regius profeflbr of phyfick. in the unU 
veriity of Cambridge, which he was chofen in the years 1681 
and i( 85, to reprefent in parliament. In the laft mentioned 
year he was appointed keeper of the records in the Tower of 
London. He was alfo phyhcian in ordinary to king James 
II* His death happened on the 19th of Auguft, 1700. His 
writings are, 1. An introduction to the old Englifh hiftory. 
2. A complete hiftory of England from the firft entrance of 
the Romans unto the end of the reign of king Richard IL 
in three volumes, folio. Befides thefe, he wrote A Treatife 
on burghs, in a thin folio. - 

BRAHE, (Tycho) a celebrated aftronomer, defcended 
of an illuftrious family originally of Sweden, but fettled in 
Denmark, was born on the 14th of December, 1546, at 
Knudftorp, in the county of Schonen, near Helfimbourg. 
He was, by the direction of George Brahe his father's bro- 
ther, taught Latin when feven years old. He ftudied five 
years under private tutors, and acquired a tafte for poetry. 
His uncle fenthim in April 15 s 9, to ftudy rhetoric and phi- 
lofophy at Copenhagen : his father had died a little before. 
The great eciipfe of the fun on the 21ft of Auguft, 1560, 
happening at the precife time the aftronomers had foretold, 
he began to look upon aftronomy as fomething divioe, and 
purchasing the tables of Stadius, gained fome notion of the 
theory of the planets. In 1562, he was fent by his uncle Ibid, 
to Leipftc to ftudy law, but aftronomy wholly engrofled his 
thoughts : in purchafing books of that fcience he employed 
his pocket money. Having procured a fmall celeftial globe, 
he was wont to wait till his tutor was gone to bed, in order 
to examine the conftellations and learn their names : when 
the iky was clear he fpent whole nights in viewing the ftars. 
In 1565, the death of his uncle occafioned his return home; 
but his relations thinking the ftudy of aftronomy beneath his 
rank, he went in April the year following to Wittemberg* 
which the'plague forced him to leave the autumn following, 
to go to Koftock. In December that year, a difference art* 
fing between Brahe and a Danifh nobleman, they fought, a&d 
the former had part of his nofe cut off; which defect he fo 
artfully fupplied with one made of gold and filver, that it was 
not perceivable. It was about this time that he began to ap- 
ply himfelf to chemiftry, propofing nothing lefs than to obtain 
the philosopher's ftone. In 1569, he removed to Augiburg, 
where he was vifited by the famous Peter Ramus. In 1571* 

he 
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he returned to Denmark and was favoured by his mother's 
brother, Steno Belle, a lover of learning* with a convenient 
place at his caftle of Herritzvad near Knudftorp, for making 
his obfervations, and building a laboratory. His marrying 
a country girl, beneath his rank, occafioned fuch a violent 
quarrel between him and his relations, that the king was 

ttM. obliged to interpofe, to reconcile them. In 1574, by his 
tnajefty's command, he read lectures upon the theory of the 
comets at Copenhagen ; the year following he vifited Heffe 
CaiTel, Frankfort, and Bafil, and fome other parts of Switzer- 
land ; from thence he went to Italy, ftaid fome time in Ve« 
nice, and returned by way of Germany to Copenhagen be* 
fore winter, to fettle his affairs, purpojing to remove with his. 
family to Bafil the following fpring, but he dropt this defigq 
upon the king of Denmark's beftowing on him for life in the 
ifland of Kuen in the Sound, between the ifle of Cealand 
and the province of Schonen in Sweden, and a promife that 
an obfervatory and laboratory fliould be built for him) and 
that he. fliould be fupplied with money for , carrying on his y 
defigns. The firft ftone of the obfervatory was laid the eighth 
of Auguft 1576. Though that, with the feveral buildings 
belonging to it and the neceffary machines, coft the king an 
immenfe fum, Brahe laid out of his own money above an 
hundred thoufand crowns during the twenty years he con- 
tinued there, fparing no expence to cultivate the fcience of 
Aftronomy. He commonly maintained in his houfe ten or 
twelve young men, who affifted him in his obfervations, and 
whom he inftru&ed in aftronomy and the mathematicks. 
The king like wife afSgned him a penfion of two thoufand 
crowns out of the treafury, a fee in Norway, and the canonry 
of Rofliild, worth a thoufand crowns a year.- James VI. of 
Scotland coming into Denmark to marry Anne, daughter of 
king Frederick II. vifited Brahe at Uraniburgh, the name 
given to the obfervatory, made him feveral noble prefents, 

W** and wrote a copy of latin verfes in his honour. The parti- 
cular diftincYions paid to Brahe. excited the jealoufy of fome 
of the nobles. The phyficians alfo were uneafy, becaufe their 
patients deferted them to apply to him for the fovereign medi- 
cines which he distributed gratis. Valkendorf, treafurer of 
the houfhold, was incenfed againft him on account of a dif- 
pute occafioned by a dog of Brahe's having bit him. All 
thefe things confpired to his ruin. It was reprefented to the 
king that the treafury being exhaufted, many penfions, v parti- 
cularly Brahe's, ought to be retrenched 5 that the fee which 
he bad long enjoyed ought to be given to fome perfon more - 
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his birth-; arid was removed from thence to SMnetf college in 
capab e toXer ve the fta.e, and that though Brahe was obliged 
to make the neceflary reparations to the chapel belonging to 
his, canonry at Rojhild he had fufFered it to fall tl ruin. 
Thefe infir.uat.om had their effe A. In 1596 he was depri vefl 
of h.s penfion his fee, and his canonry. Being thus ren- 
dered incapable of fupporting the fences of his laboratory 
he went to Copenhagen, and continued his aftronomical obi « 
iervatjons and chym.cal experiments in that city, tiH V alken 
dorf brought him an order from the king to defi(t This DUt 
him upon thoughts of getting himfelf introduced to the em- 
peror, who was fond of mechanifm and chymical experi- 
ments. He waited upon his imperial majefty at Prague and 
was moftgracioufly received, had a magnificent houf- aiveh • 
h«n till one more proper for aftronomical obfervations could 
be procured, and a penfion of three thoufand crowns affiled 
him, with a promife of a fee for himfelf and his defcendlnts. 
I his good fortune heemoyed but a ftort time, for going to 
dine w.th a nob eman, he forgot to make water .befoTe hi fat 
down to hs table according to hwufual cuftom . During the 
entertainment he drank more than common, and found him- 
felf uneafy. However he continued feme time longer at 
table; but upon his return home was feized with a t6tal fun 
preffion of urine, and died the 24th of Oaober 1601. His 
great (kill in aftrology is univerfally acknowledged. He 
was very credulous with refpe& to judicial aftrology, and 
prefages. If he met an old woman when he wentout of doors 
or an hare upon the road on a journey, he ufed to turn back 
immediately, being perfuaded that it was a bad omen. When 
he lived at Uraniabourg he had at his houfe a mad man 
whom he placed at his feet at table and fed himfelf. As he* 
imagined that every thing fpoken by mad perfons prefaged 
fomething, he carefully obferved all that this man faid, lad 
becaufe it fometimes proved true, he imagined it mi^ht al- 
ways be depended upon. A mere trifle put him in a paffion ; 
and agamft perfons of the firft rank, with whom it was his 
duty, to keep «n good terms, he openly difcovered his refent- 
merit/ He was very apt to rally others, but highly provoked 
if the fame liberty was taken with himfelf. • 

BRAMHALL, (John) a very learned divine of the L;feof 
church of England, was defcended from an ancient and gen- B»mh»Il/ 
teel family, and born at Pontfraa in York/hire, about the P"**" 110 
year 1593 He received his fchooleducation at the place of |Mw 
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Cambridge, in the year 1 608. After taking the degrees of 
batchelor and matter of arts,- he quitted the univerfity; and 
entering into orders, h*d a living given him in the city pf 
York. About the fame time he married a clergyman's wi- 
dow, with whom be received a good fortune, and, what was 
equally if not more acceptable, a valuable library, left by 
her former hufband. In the year 1623, he had two publick 
difputations at North- Allerton with a fecular prieft and a 
jefuit. The match between prince Charles and the Infanta 
of Spain, was then depending ; and the papifts expelled 
great advantages and countenance to their religion from it. 
Thefe two therefore, by way of preparing the way for them, 
fent a publick challenge to all .the proteftant clergy in the 
county of York ; and when none durft accept it, our author, 
though then but a {tripling in the fchool of controverfy, un- 
dertook the combat His fuccefs in this difpute gained him 
fo much reputation, and (o recommended him in particular 
to Matthews, archbifhop of York, that he made him his 
chaplain, and took him into his confidence. He was after- 
wards made a prebendary of York, and after that of Rippon; 
at which laft place, he went and refided after the archbifhop's 
death, which happened in 1628, and managed moft of the 
affairs of that church in the quality of fub~dean. He had 
great weight in the town of Rippon, and was alfo appointed 
one of his majefty's high coiximiffioners, in the adminiftra- 
tion of which office he was by fome accounted fevere. 

In the year 1630, he took a doctor of divinity's degree at 
j^d. Cambridge ; and foon after was invited to Ireland by the lord 
vifcount Wentwoftb, deputy of that kingdom, and Sir 
Chriftopher Wandesford, mafterof the rolls* He went over 
in the year 1633, having firft refigned all his church-prefer- 
ments in England ; arid a little while after, obtained the 
archdeaconry of Meath, the beft in that kingdom. .The 
firft publick /ervice he was employed in was a royal vifitationj 
when finding the revenues of the church miferably wafted, 
the bifhopricks in particular wretchedly dilapidated by fee- 
farms and long leafes and fmall rents, the discipline fcanda* 
loufly defpifed, and the minifters but meanly provided, he 
applied, in procefs of time, proper remedies to thefe fcveial 
evils. In the year 1634, he was promoted to the bifhoprick 
of Londdon-derry; and improved that fee very much, not 
only by advancing the rents, but alfo by recovering lands 
detained from his predeceffors. But the greateft fervice he 
did the church of Ireland, was, by getting, with the lord 
3 <tep ut 7 v 


( ,«4 

1 •J^ m , 


B R A M H A L L; 

deputy's affiftancc, feveral a£b parted in the parliament, 
which met in that kingdom on the 14th of July, 1614, for 
the abolishing fee-farms, recovering impropriations, &c. by 
which, and other means, he regained to the church, in the 
fpace of four years, 30 or 40,000 1. a-year. In the convo- 
cation that met at the fame time, he prevailed upon the church 
of Ireland, to be united in the fame faith with the church 
of England, by embracing the xxxix articles of religion, 
agreed upon in the convocation, holden at London in the 
year 1562. He would fain alfo have got the Englifli canons 
eftablifhed in Ireland; but could obtain no more, than that 
fuch of our canons as were proper for the Irifh, fhould be 
removed thither, and others new framed and added to them. 
In the mean time he met, from feveral quarters, with a great 
deal of detraction and envy, and, according to thefafhion of 
thofe times, was charged with Arminiafm and Popery : but 
he was not of a fpirit to be daunted with noife and ill 
words. 

In the year 1637, he took a journey into England ; and 
was there furprized with the news of an information exhi- 
bited againft him in the ftar-chamber, " for being prefent 
44 at Rippon when- one Mr. Palmes had made fome reflecting 
<c -difcourfe upon his maj fty, and neither reproving nor in- 
44 forming againft him." The words deferved no very great Ibid. 
punifhment, if they had been true, being no more than, that 
44 he feared a Scotttih mift was come over their town j be- 
44 caufe the king had altered his lodgings from Rippon, where 
44 he had defigned them, to . Sir Richard Graham's houfe, 
44 not far from that place." But the biihop eafily cleared 
himfelf and the whole company. After having received much 
honour from king Charles I. and many civilities from arch- 
biihop Laud and other great perfons, he returned to Ireland ; 
and, with 6000 1. for Which he fold his eftate in England, 
purchafed another at Omagh, in the county of Tyrone, and 
began a plantation, which the diftra&ions of that kingdom 
hindered him from perfecting. In March 1640-41, articles 
of high treafon were exhibited againft him in Ireland, where- 
in he was charged with having confpired with others, to fub- 
vert the fundamental laws of that kingdom, to introduce an 
arbitrary and tyrannical government, &c. The biftiop was 
at London-deny when he received intelligence of this accu- 
fation. All his friends wrote to him to decline the trial ; but 
thinking it diflionourable to fly, he went directly to Dublin, 
and was made a clofe prifoner by the parliament. In this 
diftrefs he wrote to the primate Ufhcr, then in England, for 
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his advice and comfort ; who mediated fo effectually in hi** 
behalf with the king, that his majefty fent a letter over to 
Ireland, to flop proceedings againft bifliop Bramnall. This 
letter was very flowly obeyed ; however, the bifliop was at 
length reftored to liberty, but without any publick acquittal, 
the charge lying ftill dormant againft him, to be awakened 
when his enemies pleafed. Shortly after his return to Lon? 
don-derry, Sir Phelim O'Neil contrived his ruin in the fol- 
lowing manner. He directed a letter to him, wherein he 
defired, " that according to their articles fuch a gate of the 
" city fliould be delivered to him :" expe&ing that the Scots 
in the place would upon the difcovery become his executioners. 
But the perfon, who was to manage the matter, run away 
with the letter. Though this defign took no place, the 
bifliop did not find any fafety there. The city daily filling 
with difcontented perfonsout of Scotland, he began to be 
afraid, left they fhould deliver him up. One night . they 
turned a cannon againft his houfe to affront him ; whereupon, 
being perfuaded by his friends to look on that as a warning, 
he took their advice, and privately embarked for England. 

• Here he continued active in the king's fervice, till his affairs 

were grown defperate ; and then, embarking with feveral 
perfons of diftin&ion, he landed at Hamburgh upon the 8th, 
of July 1644. Shortly after at the treaty of Uxbridge, the' 
parliaments of England and Scotland made this one of their 
preliminary demands, that bifliop Bramhall, together with 
archbifhop Laud, &c. fhould be excepted out of the general 
pardon. 

From Hamburg he went to'Bruflels, where he continued for 
the moft part till 1648, with Sir Henry de Vic, the king's 
prefident; conftantly preaching every Sunday, and frequently 
adminift ring the facrament. In that year he returned to 
Ireland j from whence, after having undergone feveral dan- 

Ibid. gers and difficulties, he narrowly efcaped in a little bark. All 
the while he was there, his life was in continual danger. At 
Limerick he was threatned with death, if he did not (uddenly 
depart the town. At Portumnagh indeed he afterwards en- 
joyed more freedom, and an allowance* of the church fer- 
vice, under the protection of the marquis of Clanrickard : 
but, at the revolt of Cork, he had a very narrow deliverance; 
which deliverance however troubled Cromwell fo, that he 
declared he would have given a good fum of money for that 
Iri(h Canterbury, as he called him. His efcape from Ire- 
land is accounted wonderful : for the veflel he was in was 
clofely hunted by two of the parliament frigates j and wheji 

they 
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they were come fo near, that all hopes of being faved were 
taken away, on the fuddenthe wind funk into a perfect calm, 
yet fome how fuffered the veffel to get off, while the fri- 
gates were unable to proceed at all. During this fecond time 
of being abroad, he had many difputes about religion with 
the learned of all nations, fometimes occafionally, at other 
times by appointment and formal challenge ; and wrote feve- 
ral things in defence of thechurcn of England. He likewife 
purpofed to draw a parallel between the liturgy of the church 
of England, and the publick forms of the proteftant churches 
abroad ; and with this view hedefigned to travel about. But 
he met with a very unexpected interruption in his firft day's 
journey : for he no fooner came into the houfe where he in- 
tended to refretti hi mfelf, but he was known and called by 
his name by the hoftefs. While the bifhop was wondering 
at his being difcovered, (he revealed the fecret by (hewing 
him his picture, and aflured him there were feveral of them 
upon the road, that being known by them he might be feized ; 
and that her hufband among others had power to that pur- 
pofe, which he would certainly make ufe of, if he found him. 
The bifhop faw evidently he was a condemned man, being 
already hanged in effigy ; and therefore, making ufe of this 
intelligence, prudently withdrew into fafer quarters. 

Upon the Reftorationof the church and monarchy, bifhop 
Bramhall returned to England ; and was from the firft de- 
figned for fome higher promotion. Moft people imagined it 
would be the archbifhoprick of York ; but at laft he was ap- 
pointed archbifhop of Armagh, primate and metropolitan of 
all Ireland, to which he was traniiated upon the 18th of Ja- 
nuary 1660-61. In this fame year he vifited his diocefe, Ib id, 
where he found great diforder; fome having committed hor- 
rible outrages, and many imbibed very ftrong prejudices, 
both againft his perfon and the doctrine and di ciplinc; of the 
church ; but by argument, perfua&on, and long fuffering, 
he gained upon them even beyond his own expectation. He 
ufed to fay, " Men nluft have fome time to return to their 
14 wits who had been fo long out of them :" therefore by his 
prudence and moderation he greatly foftened the fpirit of 
oppolltion, and effectually obtained the point he aimed at. 
As he was by his place prefident of the convocation, which 
met upon the 8th of May 1661, fo was he alfo for his merit 
chofen fpeaker of the houfe of lords, in the parliament which 
m£t at the fame time. And fo great a value had both houies 
£>r him, that they appointed committees to examine what 
Tvas upon record in their books concerning him and the earl 
[ ^JStraiFord, and ordered the fcandalous charges againft them 
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to be torn ,out, which was accordingly done. In this par* 
liament many advantages were procured, and more defigned, 
for the church, in which archbifhop Bramhall was very in- 
duftrious. About this time he had a violent ficknefs, being 
a fecond fit of a palfy, which was very near putting an end 
to his life: but he recovered. A little before his death, he 
vifited his diocefe ; and having provided for the repair of his 
cathedral, and other affairs fuitable to his paftorat office, he 
returned to Dublin_about the middle of May 1663. The 
la ter end of June, he was feized with a third fit of the palfy ; 
of which he foon died, being then feventy years old. At 
this time he had a trial for fome part of his temporal eflatc 
at Omagh, with Sir Audley Mervyn, depending in the court 
ofclaimes; and there, at the time of hearing, the third fit 
of the palfy fo fmote him, that he funk in the court, was car- 
ried out fenfelefs, and fo continued till death put an end to 
- him. The caufe however was determined in his favour. 

Bifbop Bramhall was the author of feveral works, which 
weie publifhed, as they were written, at different times; 
but they were reprinted at Dublin in the year 1 677, colle&ed 
into one volume in folio, to which were added fome pieces, 
never before printed. This volume is divided into four 
parts, the firft of which contains Difcourfes againft the 
Romanifts ; as, 1. An Anfwer to M. de Milletiere his 
impertinent dedication of his imaginary triumph : in titled, 
The Vi&ory of Truth ; or his epiftle to the king of Great 
Britain, wherein he inviteth his majefty to forfake the church 
of England, and to embrace the Roman catholick religion: 
with the faid /Milletiere's epiftle prefixed. This was firft 
publifhed at the Hague in 3654, nmo, but not by the au- 
thor. The occafion of it was, that the Romanifts endea- 
voured to perfuade king Charles II. during his exile, to hope 
his Reftoration by embracing their religion : and for that 
purpofe employed Milletiere, councellor in ordinary to the 
king of France, to write him this epiftle. 2. A juft Vindica- 
tion of the church of England from the unjuft afperfion of 
criminal fchifine : wherein the nature of criminal fchifme, the 
divers forts of fchifmaticks, the liberties and privileges of 
national churches^ the rights of fovereign magistrates, the 
tyranny, extortion, and fchifm of the Roman court, with 
the grievances, complaints, and oppofition of all princes and 
ftates of the Roman communion of old, and at this very 
day, are manifefted to the view of the world* Firft printed, 
fays a certain author, at London in 1661, 8vo; but he feems 
to be m ftaken, for the very edition from whence we have 

tranfcribed the title, is in uroo, and dated London 1654. 
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This is reckoned bilhop Bramhall's principal work. The other 
pieces in this firft part are of a polemick kind againft the papifts ; 
among which is a confutation of the dory of the confccration of 
thefirit proteftant bifhops, at the Nag's head in Cheapfide, Lon- 
don. Thefecondpartis againft the Englifli fectaries, and com* 
prebends, I . Fair warning to take heed of the Scotifli difcipline, 
as being of all others mod injurious to the civil magiftrate, moll 
oppreffive to the fubje&, moft pernicious to both. Written 
in the beginning of the civil wars. 2. The Serpents falve : 
or, a remedy for the biting of an afp. Written in vindication 
of king Charles I. wherein the author endeavours to prove, 
that power is not originally inherent in, and derived from, 
the people. Firft printed in 1643. 3* Vindication of-him- 
fclf and the cpifcopal clergy from the Prelbyterian charge 
of popery, as it is managed by Mr. Baxter in his treatife of 
the Grotian religion. The third part is employed againft 
Mr. Hobbes, and contains, I. A Defence of true liberty 
from antecedent and extrinflcal neccffity. Printed in 1656. 
2. Caftigations of Mr. Hobbes's animadverfions upon the 
fame, in 1658. 3. The Catching of Leviathan, or the 
great whale* Demonftrating out of Mr Hobbes's own works, 
that no man, who is thoroughly an Hobbift, can be a good 
chriftian, or a good commonwealth's man, or reconcile him- 
felf to himfelf: becaufe his principles are not only definitive 
to all religion, but to all focieties, extinguifhing the relation 
between prince and fubjeft, parent and child, mafter and 
fervant, hufband and wife ; and abound with palpable con- 
tradictions. The fourth part contains fmall pieces and occa- 
fional fermons. He had likewife prepared an hundred fer- 
tnons for the prefs, but they were torn by the rats before his*[£ nhall,i 
death. 

As for bi(hop BramhalPs perfon and character, we are 
told, that he was of a middle ftature and a£tive, but his mien 
and prefence not altogether fo great, as his endowments 
of mind. His complexion highly fanguine, pretty deeply 
tinctured with choler, which in his declining years became 
predominant, and would fometimes overflow with fome tart- 
nefs of expreflion, but without proceeding any further. As 
be was a great lover of plain dealing and plain fpeaking, fo 
his converfation was free from the affeclation of phrafe and 
fancy ; and he ufed to fay, " Ft was a boyifh fport to hunt 
*' for words, and argued a penury of matter, which would 
*' always find expreffion for itfelf." His underftanding was 
very good, and greatly improved by labour and ftudy. As a 
fcholar, his excellency lay in the rational and argumentative 
part of learning. He was alfo well acquainted with eccle- 
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x fiaflical and ©ther hiftories ; and in the pulpit ari excellent 

perfuafive orator. He was a firm friend to the church, bold 
in the defence of it, and patient in fuffering for it. My 
name, fays he, in the motto to his vindication of it ; " My 
name is Chriftian, my furname is Catholick : by the one I 
am known from infidels, by the other from hereticks and 
* fchifmaticks." Yet he was far from any thing like bigotry - 

on the contrary, he made a great allowance, and entertained 
great charity, for men of different perfuafions, looking upon 
thofe churches as in a tottering condition, who flood upon 
nice opinions. Accordingly, he made a diftin&ion between 
articles neceffary for peace and order, and articles neceffary 
to falvation : and he often declared, that the church was not 
to'be healed but by general proportions. 

Ifi C n S fe of nd BRAY (Thomas) a very pious divine of the church of 
the feverend England, was born at Ma/*on in Shroplhire, in 1656. He 
Mr; Tho. was placed at Hart-hall, Oxford ; but the fcantinefs of his 
Bray * fortune forced him to leave the univerfity foon after he had 

commenced bachelor of arts. Having entered into orders, 
he obtained a curacy near Bridgenorth in Shropshire ; from 
-.,. whence he foon removed to Warwickfhire, to officiate as 
chaplain to Sir Thomas Price, by whom the donative of Lac 
Marfm was conferred upon him. Being introduced to the 
acquaintance of lord Simon Digby, his lordfihip recommend- 
ed him to his brother (afterwards lord Digby) who gave him 
the vicarage of Over- Whitacre in the fame county, and ge- 
neroufly endowed it with the great tithes. .In 1690, the rec- 
tory of Sheldon being vacant by the incumbent's refufing to 
take the oaths at the revolution, his lord (hip alfo prefented 
Mr. Bray to it. This living he held till about three months be- 
fore his death, when he refigned it on account of his ad- 
yanced age. December 12, 1693, he took the degree of 
maftcr of arts at Hart-hall, Oxford. The reputation he ac- 
quired, by the publication of his catechetical le&ures, which 
he compofed at Sheldon, determined Dr. Compton, bifhop 
of London, to make choice of him to be his commiffary in 
Maryland, for the eftablifliment and better regulation of 
church-affairs in that province. Mr. Bray taking into confe- 
deration the ftate of the country, and the mo ft effectual me- 
thods to promote this defignv it readily occurred to him, that 
only the poorer clergy would leave their friends and native 
lands to go to fettle there ; and it wa6 not to be fuppofed, that 
thefe men would fupply themfelves with fuch a 'number of 
books, as would properly qualify them for the ends of their 
rniflion, he endeavoured to provide a fupply of this defeS. 

He 
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Ha reprefcntcd the ftate of the cafe to the bifhops, defiring 
their affiftance and encouragement in procuring parochial li- 
braries for the ufe of the miflionaries. His endeavours met 
with encouragement and fuccefs. Many libraries were found- 
ed, not only in Maryland, but alfo in many other provinces 
on the continent, and iflands in America, and the fac- 
tories in Africa ; and their prefervation was infured by folemn 
ads of aflembly. 

While he was thus engaged in foliciting benefactions for 
libraries in the plantations, he often met with anfweis to this 
effect : That we had poor cures and poor minifters enough in 
England ; and that charity fliould begin at home. The doc- 
tor, zealous to do good in every way, took advantage of this 
difpofition, and improved it to the good purpofe of founding 
parochial libraries in England. This fcheme alfo met with 
encouragement. Many libraries were founded in feveral dio- 
cefes of this kingdom ; and, by public authority, provifion 
was made for their fecurity and prefervation. An aft of par- 
liament pafled in the feventh year of queen Anne, intitled, 
* c An act for the better prefervation of parochial libraries in 
* 4 that part of Great Britain, called England." For this de- 
pofitum, every incumbent is made accountable to his ordinary, 
the pofleflion is moreover fecured from mifapplicationorenir 
bezzlement by a parliamentary provifion. 

Mr. Bray alfo formed a defign of raifing libraries in fear 
port towns, where the miflionaries might be detained by con- 
trary winds, that they might be at once fecured from the 
temptations Mlenefs and bad company might expofe them 
to, and lofe no time towards improving themfelves in their 
intended employment. He obtained feveral benefactions for 
that purpofe, and took with him a quantity of books to de- 
pofit in each port, that fliould happen in his way; and being 
detained in three feveral places in a fubfequent voyage to Ma- 
ryland, he put this defign in execution in every one of them, 
viz. Gravefend, Deal, and Plymouth. He likewife made a 
beginning towards parochial catechetical libraries in the Ifle 
of Man. In 1696, Mr. Bray accumulated the degrees of 
batchelor and doctor of divinity at Magdalen-college, Ox- 
ford $ and in December that year, publiflied Bibliotheca Pa- 
rochialis, or, a fcheme of fuch theological and other heads 
as feem requifite to be perufed, or occafionally confulted by 
the reverend clergy, together with a catalogue of books, 
which may be profitably read on each of thofe points. At 
the fame time he fent abroad another tract, entitled, Apofto- 
lic charity, its nature and excellency j being a difcourfe 
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preached at St. Paul's at the ordination of fome proteftant 
mi/Tionari?s to be fent into the plantations ; to which he pre- 
fixed a general view, of the Englifh colonies in America, in 
order to (hew what provifion was wanting for the propaga- 
tion of chriftianity in thofe parts. In 1697, ne petitioned 
the houfe of commons that a (hare of the alienated lands 
(formerly given to fuperftitious ufes) which were propofed to 
be veiled in Greenwich hofpital, might be appropriated for 
the propagation of religion in the plantations. This petition 
was well received, and a fourth part of all that fhould be 
discovered (after one moiety to the' difcoverer) was allowed 
by the committee. But the bill was never reported. Not 
difcouraged by this difappointment, he went over to Holland 
to make application to his majefty for a grant of fome ar- 
rears of taxes due to the crown ; but the recovery of thefe 
arrears was very difficult, and they proved of little value* 
He next drew up the plan of a fociety pro fide propaganda, 
to be eftabliflied by charter ; and % in confequence thereof, 
letters patent for erefling a corporation by the name of, The 
fociety for the propagation of the gofpel in foreign parts, 
paired the great feal in 1701. 

In 1702, having wa ted a confiderable time for the return 
* t>f a law from Maryland for the eftablifhment of the church, 
-with fuch amendments as would render it unexceptionable at 
tfee court of England, he refolved to go over to that coun- 
try, as well to haften the pafling this a& in their aflemblies, 
AS to promote other matters for the fervice of religion. Some 
©f his friends, feeing that he received no advantage from his 
commiflary's place, nor bad no allowance made, or prefer- 
ment given him at home, to fupport the expences he was at, 
advifed bim to lay afide his defign of going abroad, and take 
two good preferments that were offered him at home, that of 
fob-almoner, and the donative of Aldgate ; but he declined 
every offer inconfiftent with the intereft of the affair he was 
engaged in, and though forced to difpnfe of his own effects, 
and raife money on credit for his fupport in the undertaking, 
befet fail from the Downs, Dec. 20, 1699 ; and, after a te- 
dious and dangerous paflage, arrived at Maryland the 
12th of March 1700. By his prudent conducr, he not only 
gained fingular refpeft from all, but fo much of the al- 
iemhly's confidence, that they ordered the attorney- general to 
confult with him in drawing up the bill, which patted nemine 
contradicente. After the breaking up of the aflembly, and 
that of a general vifitation at Annapolis, to which all the 
clergy were cited, many apprehending the oppofitioo of the 
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quakers might get this new ena&ed law again annulled, in- 
timated to Dr. Bray, that it would be of great confequence 
to the prefervation and final fcttlcment of the church, if he 
were to go home with the law, and follicit the royal aflent. 
The do£tor came over accordingly, and found that their ap- 
prehenfions were not groundlefs. But he refuted the fuggef- 
tions of the quakers by a printed memorial, and his majefty 
decided, without hefitation, in the church's favour. 

Mr. Bray's fmall fortune being confumed in thefe un- 
dertakings, lord Weymouth generoufly prefented him with a 
bill of 300 1, for his private ufe; great part of which, how- 
ever, the do&or devoted to his public defigns. Though he 
was veiled with the character of commiflary, yet no part of 
the propofed revenue was annexed to it ; neverthelefs, he ne- 
ver made any complaint or iemonftrance againft this unjufl 
difappointment j and when two fums, of fifty pounds each, 
were prefented to him in Maryland, he generoufly threw , 
them in towards defraying the charges of their libraries and 
law. In 1701, he published his circular letters to the clergy 
of Maryland ; a memorial reprefenting the prefent ftate of 
religion on the continent of North-America, and the ads of 
his viiitation, held at Annapolis. In 1706, he accepted of 
the donative of St. Botolph without Aldgate, worth about 
150 1, per annum. In 1712, he printed his Martyrology, or 
Papal Ufurpation, in folio. This work is a feleft collection 
of fcarce and valuable treatifes, difgefted into as regular a 
hiftory as the nature of the fubjed would admit, in order to 
trace the origin and growth of the exorbitant claims of the 
papal fee. He propofed to compile a fecond volume, but for 
want of leifure laid the defign aftde, and bequeathed, by 
Will, his valuable collection of materials, both printed and 
manufcript, to Sion-college. In Dr. Bray's beforementioned 
voyage to Holland, his difinterefted -and public fpirit gained 
him the efteem of Mr. d'Allone of the Hague, private fe- 
cretary to king William, who kept up an epiftolary corres- 
pondence with him ; the refult whereof was, that he gave 
in his life-time a fum to be applied to the converfion of the 
negroes in the Britifli plantations ; and at his death, in 1723, 
left 900]. out of his Englifh eft ate to Dr. Bray and his aflb- 
ciates towards raifing a capital (rock for the fame purpofe. In 
1726, the doctor printed his Dire&orium miflionarium, and 
Primordia bibliothecaria, and fome other tradrs of the like 
kind, in one of which he declares as his opinion, that the 
civilizing of the Indians muft precede any fuccefsful attempt 
for their converfion. He wrote, likewife, a (hort account of 
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Mr. Rawlet, author of the Chriftian monitor; and reprinted 
the life of Mr. Gilpin ; and with a view to fix upon the minds 
of fuch as were defigned for jthe miniftry, a ju,ft and awful 
fenfe of their many and important duties, he reprinted the 
Ecclefiaftes of Erafmus. 

In 1727, an acquaintance, who had made a cafual vifit to 
Whitechapel-prifon, reprefenting to the doctor, the miferable 
ftate of the unhappy perfons there confined, he foon obtained 
fufficient benefactions to provide a quantity of bread, meat, 
and broth, on Sundays, and fometimes on the intervening 
days, for that place, and alfo for Woodftreet-compter. His 
benevolence did not flop here ; he employed the intended mif- 
fionaries in preaching to them. This enquiry into the ftate 
of the gaols, brought him acquainted with general Oglethorpe, 
and fome others of high rank and diftin&ion, who were af- 
terwards employed in the fame enquiry, in confequence of an 
order of the houfe of commons. Tjiefe gentlemen he en- 
gaged as his affociates in his defigns of founding libraries and 
converting negroes. Moft of the religious focieties and good 
defigns in London are in a great meafure formed on the plans 
he projected, particularly the charity-fchools, the fociety for 
reformation of manners, and that for the relief of poor pro- 
felytes, &c. 

He died February 15, 1740, aged 73, leaving only one 
daughter. 

Wood, n. BRENT, (SirNATH anael) was born at Little Woolford 

161. ; n Warwickfhire, in 1573; he was educated at Merton- 

college in Oxford, and after taking the degree of matter of 

Wood, Faf- arts, entered upon the law line. In 1613, he travelled abroad, 

ti, col. 154* and at his return married the daughter and heir of Dr. Robert 

Abbot bifhop of Salilbury, and neice to Dr. Abbot, archbi- 

(hop of Canterbury; who fent hinrto Venice about the year 

161 8, to procure a copy of the hiftory of the council of 

Trent. He received from the joint authors, father Paul and 

father Fulgentio, the fheets as they were compofed, and fent 

them over weekly to the archbifhop. When it was finifhed, 

he returned, and tranflated it from Italian into Englifh and 

Latin (a). In 1621, he was, by the archbifhop's intereft, 

chofen warden of Mer ton -college: his grace alfo made him 

Ubi fupra. ^ v i car -genera1, commiflary of the diocefe of Canterbury, 

mafter of the faculties, and at length judge of the preroga- 

(a) Bcfides this translation, he re- of England, concerning the confe- 
Tifcd and published, in 1625, Mr. cratiorv and ordination of bifhops, 
Fr. Mafon's vindication of the church &c. Wood. Ath. I. 464. II. 162. 

live. 
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ti vc In 1623, he accumulated the degrees of batchelor and Wood, Far- 
doctor of laws j "and in 1629, was knighted by king Charles ti, col. 154. 
I- at Woodftock ; he afterwards fided with the puritans, and 
took the covenant, for which reafon he was, by his majefty's 
command, deprived of his wardenfliip of Merton-college : 
but when OxforJ furrendered to the parliament in 1646, hej^ 
was reftored, and was appointed chief vifitor of that univer- 
fity the two following years. The order made againft plu- 
ralities forced him to leave Merton college in 1651, and at 
the fame time he refufed to taTce the engagement. Retiring 
to h s houfe in Little-Britain, London, he there ended his 
days, on the 6th of November, 16-52, at the age of feventy- 
nine. Ibid. 

BREREWOOD (Edward) a very learned Englifh ma- 
thematician and antiquary, was* the fon of Robert Brerewood 
a tradefman, who was thrice mayor of Chefter ; and borh 
in that city in the year 1565. He was educated in gram- 
mar learning at the free-fchool in Chefter ; and afterwards y oods A " 
admitted, in the year 1581, of Brazen-nofe-college in Ox- on , ' 
ford. He ftudied hard there for feveral years, taking his de- 
grees in arts ; and then, as it is faid, removed himfelf to St. 
Mary hall. In the year 1596, he became the firft profeflbr 
of Aftronomy in Grefham- college, in London; where he led ^ 

the fame private and retired courfe of life, as he had before 
done in Oxford. He died there of a fever, upon the 4th of 
November 1613, much lamented ; for he was a very learned 
and very excellent per fon. He was a great* fearcher into an- 
tiquity and curious knowledge ; but is remarkable for having 
never publifhed any thing during his life-time. After his 
death came out the following works : 1. De Ponderibus, & 
pretijs veterum nummorum, eorumque cum recentioribus 
collatione, 1614, 4to. This was publifhed by his nephew 
Robert Brerewood of Chefter, who was commoner of Bra- 
zen-nofe-college in 1605, aged 17 ; and who fucceeded our 
author in his eftate and fortunes. It was afterwards reprint- 
ed in the eighth volume of the Critici Sacri, and in theJAp- 
paratus before the firft volume of the Poliglot bible. 2. " En- 
ci quiries touching the diverfity of languages and religion, 
<c through the chief parts of the world." J1614, 4to. Pub- 
Jifhed alio by Robert Brerewood, who hath written a large 
and learned preface to it. 3. " Elementa Logical in grati- 
" am ftudiofae juventutis in Acad. Oxon. 16.14, 8vo. 4. 
. <c Traflatus quidam logici de praedicabilibus & praedicamen- 
„" tis.^1628, 8vo. 5. " Treatife of the Sabbath." 1630, 
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4to. 6. " A fccond treatife of the fabbath." 163 a, 4to: 
7. " Tra&atus duo, quorum primus eft de meteoris, fecun- 
dus de oculo." 1631. 8. <* Commentarij in Ethica Ariftote- 
" lis/' 1 640, 410. Mr. Wood tells us, that the original 
manufcript of this, written with his own hand, is in the 
fmalleft and neateft chara&er, that his eyes .ever yet beheld ; 
and that it was fintthed by him on the 27th of O&ober, 
1586. 9. 4< The' patriarchal government of the ancient 
<c church, declared by way of anfwer to four queftions," &c. 

1641, 4to* 

vie det BREUGEL (Peter.) There were three painters of the 
Peintret, name of Breugel, viz. Peter the father, and his two fons Pe- 
* t0 * ter and John : Breugel the father, commonly called old 

Breugel, was born at a village of the fame name near Breda, 
in the year 1565. He was flrft the pupil of Peter Cock, whofe 
daughter he married, and afterwards flu died under Jerom 
Cock of Bolduc. It was his common cuftom to drefs like 
a countryman in company with one of his friends, that he 
might have better accefs to aflbciate with country people, 
and join in their frolicks at their feafts and. marriages. By 
thefe means, he acquired a perfect knowledge of their man- 
ners and geftures, of which he made excellent ufe in his pic- 
*■*• * tures. He travelled to France and Italy, where he employed 
himfelf in every thing that came in his way. In all his 
works he took nature tor his guide. He ftudied landfkips for 
a long time on the mountains of Tyrol. His chearful and 
humourous turn of mind difplayed itfelf in all his pidures, 
which generally confifted of marches of armies, fports and 
diverfions, country dances and marriages. At his return from 
Italy, he fettled in the city of Antwerp, where he fell in lov* 
with one of his fervant-maids, but one of a temper fo diffe- 
rent from his, that whatever inclination he had to many her, 
his reafon at laft got the better of his paffions. In 1551, he 
married at BrufTels the daughter of Peter Cock. In his laft 
illnefs he caufed his wife to gather together all his imrnodeft 
pi£tures and drawings, and burn' them before his face. Hi* 
death happened at Antwerp, but the time of it, and confe- 
quently his age, cannot be afcertained. 

The works of old Breugel in the poffeffion of the great 
duke of Tufcany, are, Chrift carrying his crofs, with a great 
number of figures ; and a country feaft. The emperor has 
the tower of Babel, the maflacre of the Innocents, and the 
converfion of St Paul, of his painting. . The ele&or Palatine 
a landfkip with St. Philip baptizing queen Candace-'s eunuch, 

and 
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and St. John preaching in the wildernefs, with a great many 
figures* 

BREUGEL (Johk) the fori of Peter, was born at Breu- 
gel, a village near Breda, about the year 1575* Two Fle- 
mifh authors give different accounts of his education, one af- 
fures us that he was-educated by the widow of Peter Koeck, 
commonly called Peter Van Aalft, his uncle by the mother, 
with whom he learned to paint in miniature, and that there- 
after he ftudied painting in oil with one Peter Goekint, 
whofe fine cabinet ferved him at once inftead of a fchool and 
a mailer. The other author, who often contradicts the for- 
mer, aflerts, that John Breugel learned the firfl principles of 
his art under the tuition of his father ; but the difference ob- 
fervable in their manner, renders this opinion very improbable* 
Whatever be in this, John Breugel applied himfelf to the 
paintng flowers and fruits with great care and wonderful fa- 
gacity j he afterwards had great fuccefs in drawing Jandflrips, 
and views of the fea, kt off with fmall figures. He did not, 
however, neglecl his turn for flowers and fruits, of which 
he made excellent ufe in embellifhing his other works. He 
lived long in the city of Colrgn, and acquired a reputation 
which will laft to the lateft pofterity. He made a journey ta 
Italy, where his reputation had got before him, and his fine 
landfkips, adorned with fmall figures, fuperior to thofe of his 
father, gave very great fatisfaclion. He had the name of 
Fluweeler, from his generally affefling to wear velvet 
cloaths. If we may. judge by the great number of pictures 
he left behind him, he mud have been exceeding aclive and 
laborious, and his pieces, as they are all highly finifbed, mufl 
have taken up much of his time. He did not fatitfy himfelf 
with embellifhing his own works only, but was very uieful 
in this refpeel to his friends. Even Rubens made ufe of 
BreugePs hand in the landfkip part of feveral of his fmall 
pictures, fuch as his Vertumnus and Pomona ; the fatyr view- 
ing the deeping nymph, and the terreftrial par ad if e, which 
is looked upon as his maftcr-piece ; and, together with the 
two former was done for king William III. of Great Britain. 
And to conclude with a remarkable circumftance concerning 
Breugel, his drawings are fo perfect that no perfon has been 
yet able to copy them. He died in 1642, and in the 67th 
year of his age, having never brought up any pupil. 

Several of his works are to be feen in the archbifhop's gallery 
at Milan, particularly, a hunting-piece with a vaft many fi- 
gures j a landfkip, reprefenting adefert, with the picture of 

St. 


f ^^68 B R E V I N T. 

St. Hierom painted by Cerano, alias Gro Baptifta Crefpi. la 
the Ambrofian library are twenty pieces of this mafterly 
hand, particularly, Daniel in the lion's den, the infide of 
the great church at Antwerp, the four Seafons on copper, 
the burning of Gomorrha. in the pofleffion of the elector 
Palatine at DufTeldorp, Chrift preaching on the fea (bore. 
A country dance. A fea-port, with, a great many figures. 
| A coach and two chariots with a multitude of figures and 

animals. A landfkip wherein Flora is crowned by a nymph. 
The wife men worfliipping Scipio Africanus. St. John 
preaching in the wildernefs. A fmall fea-landfkip, and feve- 
ral other pieces. In the pofleffion of the king of >Francc. 
A woman playing with a dog. The battle between Alex- 
ander and Darius, both in wood. Orpheus in hell, &c. 

BREVINT (Daniel) was born in the ifle of Jerfey, in 
the year 1616. Before the revocation of the edift of Nantz, 
and till king Charles I. by archbifhop Laud's perfuafion, 
founded three fellowships in the colleges of Pembroke, Exe- 
ter, and Jefus at Oxford, for the iflands of Jerfey and Guern- 
fey alternately, the young gentlemen of thofe iflands deiigned 
for the miniftry, were fent to ftudy among the proteftants in 
France, particularly at Saumur (a). Here Brevint ftudied 
logic and philofophy. October 12, 1638, he was incorpo- 
rated matter of arts at Oxford, as he flood at Saumur, and 
the fame year was chofen to be the firft fellow at Jefus-col- 
lege, upon the foundation juft. mentioned. Being ejected from 
his fellowship by the parliament-viiitors, for refufing to t3kc 
the covenant, he withdrew to his native country, and upon 
the reduction of that place by the parliament's forces, fled 
into France, and became paftor of a proteftant congregation 
in Normandy. Soon after the vifcount de Turenne, after- 
wards marfhal of France, appointed him to be one of his 
chaplains (b). 

(a) This univerfity was founded or matters, in that univerfity. It 

by the learned Philip de Mornay, was at length fopprefled by Lewis 

/ Lord of Plefiis Marly, who brought XIV. in. 16S4. Acseunt of Jerfey 

profeflbrs to teach academical learn- by P. Falle, p. 316. 
ing in that town, of which king (b) Whilft he held this office, he 

Henry IV. had made him governor, was one of the perfons employed 

It was for feveral years in great re* in the defign of reconciling the Jjto- 

pute, on account of its eminent pro- teftant and popifh religions ; which 

feflbrs of divinity, John Cameron, gave him an accefs into, and made 

Lewis Cappel, Mofes Amyrauld, "him acquainted with, every corner 

John de la Place, &c. The learn- of the Romirti church, as he fays 

cd Le Feve, father of madam Da- himfeif, 
cier, was alfo one of the regents, 

At 
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At the reftorarion of king Charles If. Brevint returned to 
England, and was, by that prince, who had known him a* 
broad, prefented to the tenth prebend in the church of Dur- 
ham. Dr. Cofin, bifhop of that fee, who had been his fcl- 
low-fuffcrer, alfo collated him to a living in his diocefe. On the 
07th of February 1 661-2, he took his degree of dodtor of 
divinity at Oxford, and in December 168 1, he waff promoted 
to the deanery of Lincoln (c). He died May 5, 1659* 

(c) He wrote, 4. v EccJeflae primitive facramen* 

1. Mifiale 'Romanum; or, the turn U (acrificium, a pontificiis cor- 

depth and myftery of the Roman ruptelis, tc exinde natis controver* 

mafs, laid open and explained, for fiis Hberum ; written at the ' dc fire 

the ufe of both reformed and unrc- of . the princefles of Turenne and 

formed chriftiani. Oxford, 167a. Bouillon. 

a. The Christian facrament and 5, Euchariftise chriftianas pracfen* 

facrifice, by way of difcourfe, mt- tia realii, & pontiftcia fi&a, lucu- 

ditation , and prayer, upon the na- lentifiimis non tcftimoniis modo, fed 

ture, parts, and blemngs of the holy ettani funda mentis, quibus fere tota, 

communion. Written at the defire S. S. Patrum 'theologia nititur, h«c 

of the princefles of Turennt and explofa, ilia fuffulta Sc anerta. 

Bouillon. Oxford 1637. A third edi- 6. Pro'fereniflima principe Wei* 

tion was published at London in 1739, marienfi ad thefes jenenfes accurata 

upon the recommendation given of refponfio. 

it by Dr. Waterland, in his charge, 7. Ducenta; plus minus pr£lec* 

intituled. The Chriftian facrifice ex- tiones in S. Mattha?i xxv. capita Sc 

plained* aliorum evangeliftarum locos hifct 

3. Saul and Samuel at Endor; paffim parrallelos. 

or the new ways of falvation and He alfo translated into French, 

feryice, which ufually tempt men to The judgment of the univcrfity of 

Rome, and detain them there, truly Oxford, concerning the fotemn 

reprefented , and refuted. Oxford, league and covenant. Wood's Hid* 

1674. Antiq. Univ.'Oxon. 1. xi. p. 3*2. 

BRIGGS, (Henry) one of the greateft mathematicians bird's 
of the xvith century, was born at Warley Wood, in the pa-Q^" a °^ the 
rifll of Hallifax in Yorkfiiire, about the year 1556. From profciron, 
a gram mar- fchool in the country he was fent to St. John's p* i*e« 
college in Cambridge about the year 15779 and admitted a 
fcholar of the houfe, November 5, 1579. ' He took the 
degree of batchelor of arte in 1581, that of mafler in 1585, 
and was chofen fellow of his college March 29, 1588. His 
chief ftudy was the mathcmaticks, in which he excelled ; 
and in 1592, he was made examiner and lecturer in that fa- 
culty, and foon after, reader of the phyfick-Je&ure, founded 
by Dr. Linacer. When Grefham college in London was 
eftablifhed, he was chofen the firfl profeffor of geometry 
there, about the beginning of March 1596. In ioop, Mr. 
Briggs contra&dd an intimacy with the learned Mr. James 
Uflier, afterwards archbijhop of Armagh, which continued 
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many years by letters, two of which, written by our'author, 
are yet extant. In one of thefe letters, dated in Auguft 
1 6 10, he tells his friend, he was engaged in the fubjeft of 
eclipfes; and in the other, dated March xo, 1615, he ac- 
quaints him with his being wholly employed about the noble 
invention of Logarithms, . then lately difcovered ; in the 
improvement of which he had afterwards a large {bare. In 
1619, he w?s made Savilian profeflbr of geometry at Oxford ; 
and refigned his profeflbrfhip of Grelham college on the 
twenty- fifth of July i62o(:a). Soon after his going to Ox- 
ford he was incorporated- rri after 1 of arts in that univerfity, 
where he continue^ 'till his death, wtych happened on the 
twenty- fixth of January 1630. 

Dr. Smith gives him the-chara&er of a man of great pro* 
bity ; eafy and acceffiblfc to all ; free from arrogance, mo- 
rofehefs, envy, ambition, and avarice; a contemner of 
riches, and contented with his own ftation; preferring a 
ftudious retirement to all the fplendid circumftances of life. 
The learned Mr. Thomas Gataker, who attended his leftures 
when he was reader of mathematicks at St. John's college 
in Cambridge, reprefents him as highly efleemed by all 
perfons. 

(a) His writings are, paflage to tfye South Tea. London, 

1. A table to find the heighth of i6zi> 4^0. 
the pole, the magnetical declination 8. 'Arithmetic* logarithmica, five 

being given. PublifhecT in Blon- logarithmorum chiliades triginta, 

deville's Theoriques of the planets, pro numeris naturali fpecie creffen- 

Lond. 1 6 02, 4to. tibus 9b imitate ad 10,000, et a 

2:* Tables for the improvement of 90,000 ad 100,000. Lond. 162.4', 

navigation. Printed in the fecond fol. There was a fecond edition of 

edition of Wright's Errors in navi- this 'worto published by Air. Vlacq, 

gation detected. LorTd. 1610, 4to, in which the intervening number* 

3. A Description of an inftru- from 20,000 to 90,000 were nulled 
mental table to find the part propor- lip. Goudse, 1628, fol. Thisedi- 

• tional, devifed by Mr. Edward ' tiotv was, foon 'after his death, tran- 
Wright. Lond. 1616, iamo. flated into Englifti. Lond. 1631, 

4. Logarithmorum chilias prima. foL 

Lond. 1617, 8vq. ; 9. Trigonometria Britannica. 

5. Lucubrationes annotationes in Goudae, 163J, fol. 

opera poftuma, «J;' Neperi. Edjnb. 10. Two Lettets to the learned 

161 9, 4to. '.-,'' JJtnes Uiber. Primed in the col- 

6. Euclidis clementorum fox 11- le&ion of archbiflvop U(her*$ Let- 
bri priores, fecundum Vetera exem- ters. 

plaria reftituti, ex verfione latina 11. Mathematica ab ahtiquis mi- 

Fretfertci Commaridini, aliquam mul- * : nas eogoita. Published' by Dr. 
tjs in lods caftigatw . Land. 1-620. tG^orge Hakewill in hi^ApoSogie, 
fol. " Dr. Eiriggs wrote fome other thingt 

7. A treafcifo of ths nojrth-moft which have rtot yet been publtihed. 
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&RIGGS, (William) an eminent phyficlan, was fon 
of AuguftineBriggs, efqj who was defcended of an antient 
family in Norfolk, and had been four times member of par-, 
liament for the city of Norwich, .where this fon was born. 
At thirteen years of age he was fent to Benedict college in 
Cambridge, and placed under the care of Dr. Thomas Ten* 
nifon, afterwards archbifbop. of. Canterbury. He toojc both 
his degree* in arts, and was chofen fellow of his college't>n 7?***'** . 
the 7th of November 1668. His genius leading him tothecreftam 
fludy of phyfic, he travelled into France, where he attended profeflbrs, 
the lectures of the famous anatpmift Monf. Vieuflens at p ' *&• 
Montpelier j and, after his return, publiflied his Ophthalmo- OphUwL'* 1 
graphia in 1676(A). The year following he was created graphiam. " 
do&or of medicine at Cambridge, and foon after was made Phil.Tranf. 
fellow of the college of phyficians of London. In i682 No,1| 9- . 
he quitted his 'fellow (hip to his brother (b) j and the fame 
year his Theory of Vifion was publimed by Hooke. The Phil. Col. 
enfuing year he fent to the Royal Society a continuation of No - *• 
that difcourfe, which was publifhcd in their Tranfaftions ; No# ,. , 
and the fame year he was by king I. harles II. appointed phy- 
fician to St. Thomas's hofpital. In 1684, he communicated' 
to the Royal Society Two remarkable cafes relating to vifion, 
which were likewife printed in their Tranfa£tions ; and in °* '*•• 
1685 he publifheda Latin Verfion of his Theory of vifion, 
at the deltre of Mr. Newton, afterwards SirTfaac, profeflbr 
of the mathematicks at Cambridge, with a recommendatory 
epiftlefrom him prefixed to it. And for completing this cu- 
rious and u&ful fubjeel relating to the eye, be. promjfed, in 
the preface, two other treaties, one, De u(u partium oculi ; 
and the other, De ejufdem affe&ibus ; neither of which,' 
however, appear to have been ever published. But in the 
year 1687, can *e ou * a fecond edition of his Op/hthalmo- 
graphia. He was afterwards made phyfician in ordinary to 
king William, and continued in great cfteem for his (kill in 
his profeffion till he died, September 4, 1704. He married 

* • * 

* 

(a) It was printed at Cambridge ham college, and, in 1693, fellow 
in nmo, under the following title; of the Royal Society. He died 
.Ophthalmograph! a, five oculi ejuf- December aa, 1718, at Corton, 4 
que partiom defcriptio anatomic*,- (mil) village in. Suffolk, where Jie 
c "i acceffy nova vifionis theoria., hao) an efUte of about' 100 1. a- 

(») ( Rober.t Biiggs, educated year, which he, by' hi« will, directed 
in Benedict college under Wi!- to 'he fold/ and- the 'money to be - 
li am. He 'took both his degrees vitt rdl ?! dbd anlcng tfie fthfee fhildren of 
™*, and, in 1685, quitted fcis, feJ-VJw>tth*r Br*}**. Briggs.' Ward's 
uyribip* ■ The year foUowln^. h*-, Lives, qf- the. Cre'fham profeflbri, p. 
*?« chofeja proftffor of law in Clref-" ?5 1. "•'"' :;f: " " ' -• ' ■ 

' V."' ' ■ B*b \ ' ." r,, '. H < ! "'''Hannah, 
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Hannah, fote daughter and heirefs of Edmund Hobart, gent, 
grandfon to Sir Henry Hobart, lord chief juftice of the com- 
mon pleas in the reign of James I. by whom he left three 
children, Mary, Henry, and Hannah. His motto was, Vir- 
tus eft Dei. 
> 

BRIL, (Mathew an4 Paul) natives of Antwerp, and 
good painters. Mathew was born in the year 1550, and 
ftudied for the mod part at Rome. He was eminent for his 
performances in hiftory and Iandfcape, irr the galleries of the 
Vatican ; where he was employed by pope Gregory XIII. 
He died in 1584, being no more than thirty four years of age. 
Paul was born in 1554; followed his brother Mathew to 
Rome ; painted feveral things in conjunction with him ; and, 
after his deceafe, brought himfelf into credit by his landscapes, 
but efpecially by thofe which he compofed in his latter time. 
The invention in them was more pleafant, the difpofition 
more noble, all the parts more agreeable, and paiated with 
a better gufto, than his earlier productions in this way *, which 
was owing to his having ftudied the manner of Hannibal 
Carracbe, and copied forae of Titian's works, in the fame 
kind. He was much in favour with pope Sixtus V. and, for 
his fucceffor Clement VIII. painted the famous piece, about 
ilxty eight feet long, wherein the faint of that name is re- 
presented caft into the fea, with an anchor about his neck. 
He died at Rome in. the year 16269 aged ferenty- two. years. 

BRISSONIUS, (Barn a by) prefident of the parliament 
of Paris, and one of the mod eminent lawyers of his t\me 9 
was born at Fontenay in Poidou, about the middle of the 
fixteenth century. He appeared at firft with great eclat at 
the bar of the parliament; and by his great knowledge and 
fkill in the law, recommended himfelf fb powerfully to Henry 
HI. of France, that this prince made him his advocate gene- 
ral in the firft place, tben-counfellor of ftate, and at laft in 
in Elog. theyear 1580, honoured him with the high dignity of prefix 
Call. dent of the parliament, ScsevolaSamfnarthanus relates* how 

Henry III. declared in his hearing, that there v was not a prince 
in Cbriftendom, who could boaft of fo learned a man as 
Baroaby Briflbn. The king made ufe of him in feveral ne- 
gotiations, and fent him embaffador into England. At his 
return his majefty employed him to make a collection of his 
own ordinances, and of thofe of his predeceftbrs, which he 
performed' with 'wonderful expedition. He wrote fome works 
irifeir :„Pe verborum, quae ad jus pertinent, fignificatione. 
De fermulis & folemnibus popuii Rorrtani verbis. De regio 

Per. 
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PeHarum principatu, &c. He gave an expectation of more 
considerable performances,' but his life was fhortned by a very 
unfortunate accident. Living at Paris when that rebellious 
city was befieged by king Henry the Great, the prefident Brif- 
ibnius remonftrated againft the treafonable practices of the 
leaguers, who, under pretence of the Holy Union, con- 
temned the royal authority, which was much more facred. 
Thefe religious traitors, being diflatisfied with Briflbnius's 
loyalty, fell violently upon him, dragged him to prifon, and 
cruelly flrangled him the 15th of November, in the year 
1591. SeeThuanus, Mezeray, &c. 

BRISSOT, {Peter) one of the mod able phyficians of 
the fifteenth century, was born at Fontenai-le-Comte, in 
Poitou, in the year 1478. About the year 1495, he was 
fent to Paris, where he went through a courfe of philofophy 
under Viilemar, a famous profefTor of thofe times. By his 
advice Brifibtrefolved to be a phyfician; and Itudied phyfick 
there for four years. Then he oegan to teach philofophy in 
the univerfity of Paris ; and, after he had done this for tea 
years, he left it off, in order to prepare for the examination^ 
neceflary to his doctor of phyfick's degree, which he took in 
May 15 1 4. Being one of thofe men who are not contented 
with cuftom and tradition, but chufe to examine for theny 
felves, hi made an cxait comparifon between the pra&ice qf 
thofe times and the do£|rine of Hippocrates and Galen : an4 
he found, that the Arabians had introduced many things into 
the practice of phyfick, that were contrary to the doflrine 
of thofe two great matters, and alfo to the knowledge whicfci 
reatbn and experience might furnilh. He fet himfelf there- 
fore to reform pbyfick ; and for this purpofe undertook pub- 
lickly to explain Galen's books, inftead of thofe of Avicenna, 
Rhafls, and Mefui, which were commonly explained in 
the fchools of phyfick. He found himfelf obftru&ed in the 
work of reformation by his ignorance of botany; and there- 
fore refolved to travel ? in order to acquiie the knowledge of 
plants, and put himfelf into a capacity of corre&ing phar^ 
macy. But before he left Paris, he undertook to convince 
the publick of an inveterate error. The conftant practice of 
phyficians, in the pleurify, was to bleed from the arm, not 
on the fide where the di (temper was, but on the oppofite fide. 
Briflbt difputed about it in the phyfick- fchools, confuted that 
practice, and (hewed, that it was falfely pretended to be 
agreeable to the dodrine of Hippocrates and Galen. He 
left Pari) in th? year 1518, and went into Portugal. He 
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flopped there in the city of Ebora^ where he prafiifed phy- 
fick ; but his new way of bleeding in the pleurify, notwith- 
'ftanding, the great fuccefs he had found by it, did not pleafe 
every body. He received along and difobliging letter about 
it from Denys, phyftcian to the king of Portugal ; but he 
j uft i fled it by an apology, wbieh he would have publifhed, 
if death had not prevented him in the year 1522. It was 
printed three years afrer at Paris, and reprinted at Bafil in 
1529. Renatys Moreau publifhed a new edition of it at 
Paris, in the year 162?, with a treatife of his own, De 
miflione fang »inis in pleuritide, and the life of BrifTotj out 
.of which thefe memorials of him are taken. He never 
Would marry, being of opinion, that matrimony did not well 
igree with ftudy. One thing is related of him, which de* 
ferves to be taken notice of, becaufe it is Angular in the men 
of his profeffion ; and it is, that he did not love gain* He 
"cared fo little for it, they fay, that 1 when he was called to a 
fick perfon, he looked into his purfe j and, if he found but 
VCvo pieces of gold in it, refufed to go. This was owing to 
his great love offtady* from which it was very difficult to 
take him. 

, It is rerrtarkable, that the difpute between Denys and 
"Briflbt raifed a kind of a civil war among the Portuguefe 
phyficians. The bufinefs was brought before the tribunal 
of the univerfity of Salamanca, where it was throughly dif- 
cufTed by the faculty of phyfick ; but while they were cam 
vaffing the reafons pro and con, the partizans of Denys had 
recourfe to the authority of the fecular power, and obtained 
a decree, forbidding phyficians to bleed on the fame fide, in 
which the pleurify was. • At laft the univerfity of Salamanca 
gave their judgment ; importing, that the o; inion of Brif- 
fot was the true doctrine of Hippocrates and Galen. The 
{followers of Denys appealed to Caefar about the year 1 529 : 
they thought themfelves fuperior both in authority and num- 
ber, fo that the matter was brought before Charles V. ' They 
were not cqnrenred to call the doctrine of their adverfaries 
falfe; they faid inoreover, that it was impious, mortal, and 
as pernicious to the body as Luther's fchifm to the foul. They 
did not only blacken their adverfaries reputation hy private 
arts, but alfo openly accuffed them of ignorance and rafhnefs, 
pf attempts on religion, and of being downright Lutherans 
in phyfick. It fell out unluckily for them, that Charles III. 
duke of Savoy, happened' to die of a pleurify, after he had 
been bled according to the praclice, uhich Briflct oppofed. 
flad it npt been for this the emperor, it's thought, would 
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have granted every thing, that Briflbt's adverfaries defired of 
him ; but this accident caufed him to leave the thing unde- 
cided. Two things occur in this relation, which all wife 
men muft needs condemn ; namely, the bafe, the difinge- 
riuous, the iinphilofophic cuftom of interefting religion in 
difputes about fcience, and the folly and abfurdity of magis- 
trates to be concerned in fuch difputes. A magiftrate is for 
the mod part a very incompetent judge of fuch matters ; and, 
as he knows nothing of them, fo he ought to imitate Gallic* 
in this at leaft, that is, not to care for them ; but to leave 
thofe whofe bufinefs it is, to fight it out among themfelves. 
Betides, authority has nothing to do with philofophy and the 
fciences ; it fhould be kept at a great diftance from them, for 
the fame reafon that armed forces are removed from a bo* 
rough at the time of a general affize ; namely, that reafon 
and equity may have their full play. 

BRITANNICUS, (John) an Italian critick and -gram- 
marian, was born at Palazzolo near Brefcia, about the mid- 
dle of the fifteenth century. He publifhed notes on fome 
ciaffical authors, on Perhus, Terence, Statius* Ovid, and 
Juvenal ; fome rules of grammar ; fever. 1 little trads and 
letters ; and a panegyrick upon Bartholomew Cajetan, a 
brave and learned man. He taught with great application 
in Brefcia ; and died in that city in the year 1510. When 
he dedicated his commentary on Juvenal to the fenate and 
city of Brefcia, he gave a reafon for it ; which was, that the 
commentaries he had already dedicated to them, had pro* 
cured him a confiderable prefent. Was not this, fays Mr. 
Bayle, afking for another f why, if we will be candid, per- 
haps not. Thefe arc Britannicas's words, tranflated from 
the Latin : " But what made me think it right, moft noble 
" fathers, to dedicate my lucubrations to you> was this j 
" that I remember fome years ago, when I publifhed com- 
" mentaries on theAchilleid of Statius and the Satires of 
** Perfius, and dedicated the latter to you, you were fo pleaf- 
u C( j w i t h them, that I had not only great commendation 
ci and thanks from you, but a very handfome prefent was 
u alfo decreed me by a publick aft of the fenate." So fop 
Mr f Bayle has quoted ; and from this one fbould be ready to 
aft the queftion he has afked. But if we only add the fen- 
tence that immediately follows, we (hall perhaps be of opinion, 
that it was not fo much to fqueeze otft another prefent, as 
gratefully to acknowledge the laft, which induced hritan- 
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ulcus, however indelicately and unartfully, to mention it, 
" By which (ingle aft of generofity you haye fo eternally 
" obliged me, that whatever I may hereafter perform in this 
" way, I fhall think it my duty to dedicate and devote it 
." folely for you." Britannicus took his name Jrom his an? 
Ceftors being of Great Britain, which gives him a particular 
right to a place in this work, 

BROCARDUS, (Jamis) an honeft madman and vi- 
fionary of Venice, yras born in die beginning of the fixteenth 
century. He. embraced the protectant religion, and expref- 
fed a great zeal againft popery. He publiflied feveral .books 
in Holland, wherein he maintained, that the particular events 
of the fixtgeoth century had been foretold by the prophets, 
After he bad applied fcripture, as his fancy directed, to 
things that had already happened, he took the liberty to ap- 
ply it to future events; and, by virtue of fuch and fuch 
pafiages, he foretold, tr>at fuch and fuch a thing would hap- 
pen to the prince of Orange, Philip II. queen Elizabeth of 
England, the emperor, &c\ Brocardus fucceeded lb far, as 
to delude a French gentleman of noble extraction and a pro- 
teftant, into a perfuafion, that a protefiant prince would 
quickly overthrow the pope's kingdom, and make bimfrlf 
the head of all the united chriftians. Segur Pordaillan was 
the name pf this gentleman. He was a faithful fervant to 
the king of Navarre, afterwards Harry IV. and thought 
heaven defigned his mafter for the glorious enterprize, which 
Brocardus had foretold. Big with thefe hopes, he propofed. 
to him to fend an embaffy to the prottftant princes,, offering 
to be his embafiador; sftid, there being nothing in his pro- 
pofal but what Anted with tjie neceffities of the time, it was 
approved of, and he was actually deputed to tbofe princes 
in the year 1583. It was afterwards known, upon what mo- 
tive he undertook the embaffies ; and we may be Aire, there 
Were not wanting enough to ridicule him. 

The cathplick writers. have abufe d Brocardus as an im- 
poftor, and, a promoter of wars and infurre£tions : but though 
be might have been the caufe of difturbances, as fuch men 
often are, he does not appear to have been a knavifh impofton 
He feems to have been fincere, and to have believed what 
he taught. , He retired to Nuremberg at the latter end of his 
life, where he met with perfons who were very kind and 
charitable to .him. u I hear, (fays Bongars in a letter to 
*> Camecarjus). that ycflir repu$>lick has kindly received the 
< c good old man J. Brocard, who in. his youth appeared among 

"the 
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* c the mod polite and learned men." This letter is dated Bongus's 
v February 3, 1591. He expreffes the fame afiedion for Bro- Letters, V. 
card in another dated July 24, 1593. u I jam mightily Jjf" l J* m 
cc pleafed with the great afFe&ion you exprefs for Brocard; ** **" 
4C He certainly deferves that fome per (bns of fuch probity as 
€c yours is ihould take care of him. As for me I am hardly 
" in a capacity to oblige him. I leave no ftone unturned to 
* c procure him the payment of 300 gold crowns, which Mr* 
« 4 Segur left him by his will." In another of November 16, it>M. Vol. 
1 594 : " I cannot but even thank you for your kind and ge- lL P* 3°«- 
«* nerous treatment of the poor, but good old Brocard." He lb. p. 33$. 
died foon after ; but we do not find exaflly when. 

Arnong the works he publiflied, which were moft of them 
printed at Segur's expence, were his Commentary on the 
revelations of St« John, and his Myftical and prophetical ex- 
plication of Leviticus. Thefe both came out at Leydpn in 
the year 1580 s as did fome other things not worth mention- 
ing, the fame year. The fynods of the United Provinces 
were afraid, not without reafon, that people would think they 
approved the extravagant notions advanced in them, if they 
were wholly filent about them $ and therefore the national 
fynod of Middlebure; condemned, in the year 1581, that 
method of explaining the fcripture ; enjoining the divinity- 
profeflbr at Leyden to fpeak to Brocard about his vifions. 
It has been faid, that Brocard, not being able to anfwer the 
objections raifed againft his fyftem, promifed to leave off 
meddling with prop h dies. It may be fo : but he was a very 
good kind of man indeed, if it was 5 fince religionifts of his 
turn and chara&er, whatever good qualities they may have, 
axe feldom known to own themfelves in an error. 

BRODEAU, (John) in Latin Brodseus, a great critick, 
on whom Lipfius, Scaliger, Grotius, and all the learned 
have bellowed high encomiums, was defcended from a noble 
family in France, and born at Tours in the year 1500. He Blount, 
was liberally educated, and placed under Alciat to ftudy the S"!?"*^ 
civil law ; but foon forfaking that, he gave himfelf up wholly 
to languages and the belles lettres. He travelled into Italy, 
where he became acquainted with Sadolet, Bern bus, and 
other famous wits : and " here he applied himfelf to the ftudy 
of philofophy, mathematicks, and the facred languages, in 
which he made no fmall proficiency. Then returning to 
his own country, he led a retired, but not an idle, life 5 at 
his many learned lucubrations abundantly teftify. He was 
a man free from all ambition and vain ' glory, and fufiered 

bis 


3?8 ' BROK E. 

his works to be publifhed rather under the fanclion and au- 
thority of others, than under his own : a lingular example 
of modefty m this age, when men feek glory not only from 
riches and honours, but even from letters; and that too 
Thuanus, w j t h a vanity which difgraceth them." Thefe are Thuanus's 

fin 9Ti n c ? 

,-5 3 ' words: what would Thuanus have fold, if he had lived in 
thefe times, where he might have feen men, not only feeking 
glory from letters, and in the vaineft and moft oftentatious 
manner, but writi g anonymous pamphlets in praifeof them- 
selves, and for the fake of faying fuch things as even flat* 
terers would deferve to be whipped for? Brodaeus died, a 
bajchelor, in the year 1563, and left behind him fome pub-* 
lifted fome unpublifhed, notes and commentaries upon va- 
rious authors of antiquity ; upon Epigrammatica Graeca, 
Oppii Cunegeticon. Q^ Calabri Paralipomenon Homeri, 
upon Coluthus de Helenae raptu, Euripides, Diofcorides, 
&c. 

BROKE, (Sir Robert) or Brook, fon of Thomas 
Brooke of Claverly, in Shropfhire, was born, fays Wood,' 
at Claverly, and educated at Oxford. From thence he re- 
moved to the Middle Temple, and became one of the moft 
eminent lawyers of his time. In the year 1552, he was cal- 
led to be ferjeant at law 5 and, in the year 1553, being the 
firft year of queen Mary, he was made lord chief juftice of 
the common pleas, about which time he was knighted. He 
was not only efteemed 3 great man in his profeffion, but had 
like wife a good character Tor integrity and juftice both at tho 
bar and bench. He wrote, firft, An Abridgment, con-' 
taining anabftra<Sr. of the year-books till the time of queen 
Mary. Secondly, Certain Cafes adjudged in the time of 
Henry VIIJ.* Edward VI. and queen Mary, from the fixth 
of Henry VIII. to the fourth of queen Mary. Thirdly, 
Reading on theftatute of limitations made 5 2d Henry VIII. • 
c. 2. Sir Robert died a judge 1558, and in his will remem- 
bered the church and poor of Putney, near London. There' 
was another Robert Brooke, ferjeant at law, and recorder 
of London,^ under whofe name there is publifhed a Reading 
upon the flatute of Magna Charta, chap. 16. Athen. 
Oxon. 
■ * 

« BROSSIER, (Martha) a very remarkable woman, 

who pretended to be pofl'effed by the devil, and had like to 

have occafioned great diforders in France, towards the latter 

end of the fifteenth century. The French hiftorians have 

» * given 


BROSSIER. 379 

given an account of her ; and Thuanus has been very parti- % 
cular. Her father was a weaver at Romorantin ; but, as 
Martha had the art of making a thoufand diftortions, he 
found it more convenient and profitable to ramble about with 
her, than to day at home and mind his trade. Going from 
town to town therefore, and {hewing his daughter Martha, 
as a woman pofleiTed by the devil, and needing the exorcifm 
of the church, a prodigious multitude of people reforted to 
him. The cheat was found out at Orleans ; and for that 
reafon, in the year 159?, all the priefts of the diocefe were 
forbid to proceed to exorcifms, on pain of excommunication* 
Nor was the bi(hop of .Angers more eafy to be impofed upon, 
but quickly detected the cheat ; for, having invited Mar- 
tha to dinner, he caufed fome holy water to be brought her 
inftead of common water, and. common water inftead of 
holy water. Martha wascatched : (he was not at all affec- 
ted when (he drank the holy water, but made a great many 
diftortions, when the common water was prefented to her. 
Upon this the prelate called for the book or Exorcifms, and 
read the beginning of the iEneid. Martha was catched 
•again: for, fuppofing thofe Latin verfes of Virgil to be the 
beginning of the exorcifm, (he put herfelf into violent pof- 
tu res, as if (he had been tormented by the devil. Thebifliop, 
convinced that (he was ?n impoftor, only reproved her father 
in private, and adv.fed him to go back to Romorantin with 
his daughter. The kwave did not care to do that ; on the 
contrary, he carried her to Paris, as a more proper theatre 
for her toad on, where he hoped to be fupported by credu- 
lous and i!l-afFe&ed people, and by thofe whom the eduS of 
Nantz had lately exafperated againft the king. He pitched 
upon St. Genevieve's church to ad his farce in ; and it fuc~ 
ceeded mightily. The capuchins, who immediately took 
Up the bufinefs, loft no time; but quickly exorcifed the 
wicked fpirit of Martha without any previous enquiry, 
though it isordered by the church. The poftures (he made, 
while the. exorcifts performed their function, eafily perfuaded 
the common people that fhe was a real demoniac; and the 
thing was quickly noifed all over the town. The bifhop, 
willing to proceed orderly in the matter, appointed five of the 
moil famous phyficians in Paris to examine into it : who una* 
rjimoufly Reported, " that the devil had no hand in the mat- 
<' ter, but that there was a great deal of impofture, and fome 

«' diftemper in it." ' Thuanus, as 

Two days after two of thofe phyficians feemed to waver ; a *>ove, 
*nd, before they anfwered the biihpp, defired the three others 
. . * * might 


380 BROSSIE R. 

might be fent for, and time granted them till the next day^ 
On the ift of April 1 5^9, the thing was to be tried ; when 
father Seraphin on* the one fide renewed his exorcifms, and 
Martha on the other her convulfions. She rolled her eyes, 
lolled out her tongue, quaked all over her body; and when 
the father came to thefe words, Et homo fa&us eft, ** and 
** was made man," (he fell down, and toiled herfelf about 
from the altar to the door of the chapel. Upon this, the 
exorcift cried out* That if any one perfifted flill in his incre- 
dulity, he needed only to fight that devil, and try to con- 
quer him, if he durft venture his life. Marefcot, one of the 
five phyficians, anfwered that he accepted the challenge ; and 
immediately took Martha by the throat, and bid her Rap. 
She obeyed, and alledged for an excufe, that the evil fpirit 
had left her, which father Seraphin confirmed : but Maref- 
cot infifted, that he had frighted the devil away. People 
remained divided in their opinions of this woman; and, 
though thefe and other notorious proofs of impofture were 
produced, yet many believed her to be an a&ual demoniac. 
At length, there being rcafon to fear that fome anfwers might 
be fuggefted to her, which might raife a (edition under pfe- 
tence of the edift granted to the protectants, Henry IV. was 
advifed not to neglelt the matter. He enjoined the parlia- 
ment of Paris to ufe their authority ; upon which the parlia- 
ment ordered her to be confined. She was fo for forty days ; 
during which time they (hewed her to the beft phyficians, 
who afferted, that there was nothing fupernatural in her cafe. 
In the mean time the preachers gave themfelves a prodigious 
liberty ; crying out, that the privileges of the church were 
- incroached upon, and that fuch proceedings were fuggefted 
, by the hereticks. They were filenced however after much 

ado; and, on the 24th of May 1599, J am€S Broffier was 
ordered to be carried with his daughter Martha to Rornoran- 
tin, and forbid to let her go abroad, without leave from the 
judge, on pain of corporal punifhment. Notwithstanding 
that prohibition, the father and his daughter went, and under 
- the fan&ion and protection of Alexander dela Rochefoucaud, 
abbot of St. Mart»ns, into Auverne, and then to Avignon. 
The parliament of Paris fummoned the abbot twice, and or* 
dered at laft that the revenues of his benefices ihould be fetzed 
for contempt of the court : neverthelefs this crew proceeded 
in their journey, and went to Rome; thinking, fays Thuanus, 
that Martha would a£i her part much better on that great 
ftage, and find more credulous people in that place, which 
is the fountain of belief, The bifhop of Clermont, brother 

to 
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to the abbot, and afterwards a cardinal, was fo much ftif- 
pe&ed of having fuggcftcd this foolifli defign to his brother, 
that he was likewife deprived of hjs eccleiiaftical revenues. 
Henry IV, well informed of what was going forward, coun- 
termined them at Roihe ; fo that the pope, who was fore- 
warned, did nothing contrary to the fentence given by the 
parliament of Paris againftthat pretended demoniac. Not Thuamis 
long after the abbot fell fick, and died, it is faid, of grief, and MeU- 
for having undertaken fo long a journey to make himfelf **y> Abtcg, 
defpifed : and Martha and her father, being forfaken by every ^"™° la 
body, took fanduary in the hofpitals. . i 599 . * 

Mr* SayJe, after he had run over the principal circum- 
ftances of this affair, makes the following remarkable ob- 
servation : v " When I think, lays he, that the wretched 
« 4 daughter of a weaver, carried from town to town like a 
" bear, and at tail engrofled by two or three monks, who 
" pretended (he was a demoniac, made Henry IV. the 
" parliament of Paris, and all honeft Frenchmen, very un- 
*' eafy j. when I think that fuch a creature gave occanon to 
** fear that a large kingdom would fall again in to a combufiion, 
<c which was but ju ft quenched ; when I think that, upon 
«* the news of her going to Rome, the agents of the French 
* c court were directed to omit nothing with the pope, in 
c< order to ward off that blow : I fay, when I confider all 
" thefe things, I cannot but pity the fate of fovereigns, and 
" their unavoidable dependance upon the clergy. Whether 
c< they be devout or not, they will always be obliged to have 
" a regard for them, and to fear them. They are a true 
" Imperium in iqnperio. It is true, the kingdom of Jefus 
<* Chrift is not of this world ; he fays fo himfelf ; but thofe 
«* \yho pretend to reprefent him are frequently matters of 
" the kings of the earth, and will give or take away crowns ;** Bayle»$ 
a$ it is notorious that the pope and his agents have often Di&/ 
done. ? T roffi 5l r * 

Not. £» 

BROUGHTON (Hugh) an Englift divine, who died 
in the year 1612, was very learned, and publifhed a great 
number of books. He was fo laborious, that, unlefs he was 
hindered by fome particular bufinefs, he ftudied twelve, or 
fourteen, or fixteen hours a day. His " Commentaries on 
'* the Apocalypfe and the prophet Daniel," are very poor ; 
and if we may believe the Scaligeran?, he is a very furious 
and abufive writer. He was extraordinarily attached to the 
difciplineof the church of England, and rigoroufly condemn- 
ed that of the prefbyteriaas. The oration he addreffes to 

the 
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the inhabitants of Geneva {hews it in a very lively manlier* 
It was printed in Greek at Mentz, in the year 1 60 1, under 
this title, when tranflated into Englifh: " An Oration to 
" the inhabitants of Geneva, concerning the fignification q{ , 
" the expreiTion of defcehding into Hell." He aimed parti- 
cularly at Theodore Bcza, whom he reproached elfewhere 
for continually altering, in every edition, his notes on the 
New Teftament. He wrote him very rough letters, and com- 
municated- copies of them to (he jefuit , Serrarius, with full 
permiffion to publHh them : for though he would have thought 
it finful to have held any fellow£hip*with. Preibyterians, yet 
he was fomewhat more moderate in regard to Roman catho- 
lkks. 

BROUNCKER, (Will;am) Vifcount Brouncker, ' o( 
Caftle Lyons, in the kingdom of Ireland, was grandfon of 
Sir Henry Brouncker, lord prefident of Munfter in that 
kingdom, by Anne his wife, fifter of Henry lord Morley ; 
and was fon of Sir William Brouncker, by Winifred, daugh- 
ter of Daniel Leigh, efq; of Newenham, in Warwickfhire { 
which Sir William had been commiflary-general of the muf- 
ters in the expedition againft the Scots in 1639, and after- 
wards of the privy chamber to king .Charles I. and vice- 
chamberlain to Charres jprince of Wales, and was advanced 
to the rank of a vifcount in Ireland, under the title of Vif- 
count Brouncker of Caftle Lyons, Sept. 12, 1645, but did 
not long enjoy that honour,, dying at Wadham college in 
Oxford, about the middle of Novenpber following, and was 
interred on the 20th of the (aid month, irt the cathedral of 
Chrift church, in that univerfity, where a* monument is 
erected to him (a). 

His eldeft fon, the fubjedt of the prefent article, was born 
• . about the year 1620(B), and having received an excellent 
education, difcovered an early genius' for mathematicks, in 
which he afterwards became very eminent. He was created' 
dodlorof phyfick at Oxford June 23, J 646 fc). In the 
years 1657 and 165*, he was engaged in a correfpondence 
of letters on mathematical fubje£b with Dr. John Wallis, who 
published them in his Commercium Epiftolicum, printed W 
1^58, at Oxford, in 4ta. His own as well as his father's 
Jojalty to the royal family having been conftant and'fteady, 
he with others of the nobility atid gentry, who had adhered" 
to king Charles I. in and about Lohdor)„ figned the remark- 
able declaration publifhed in April i65o '(b). ** ''"' 

U) Wood's Fafti,.Oxonienf. V. (c) Id. col. tf'. * '" 

in col. 25.' '....- ,i . (iiV'Keri'detVfcejift. and Chtt>n. 

; (ir) Wood fays, he was about 25 p. 120,111. 
years old ai his lather's death, 
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After the reftoration, he was made chancellorto the queen 
confort, and one of the commiflioners of the navy. He 
was one of thofe great men who firft formed the Royal So- 
ciety, and, by the charter of July 15, 1662, and that of 
April 22, 1663, was appointed rhe firft prefident of it, which 
office he held with great advantage to the fociety, and ho- 
nour to himfelf, till the anniverfary election, November 30, 
1677. Befides the offices mentioned already he was mafter 
of St. Katheune's near, the Tower of London, his right 
to which port, after a long conteft between him and Sir Ro- 
bert Atkyns, one of the judges (e), was determined in his 
favour, in November 160 1. He died at his houfe in St. 
James's fireet, Weftminfter, April 5, 1684, at the age of 
iixty-four, and was interred on the 14th of that .month, in 
the middle of the choir of the church of St. Katherine's, and 
was fucceeded in his honour by his younger brother Harry, 
"who died in January 1687 (f). 

He publifhed fome papers in the Philofophical Tranfa&ions, 
of which the chief is his Series for the quadrature of the Hy- 
peibola, which was the firft feries of the kind upon that fubjedt. 

(z) See an elogium of this judge (r) Xrifh Peerage under his arti- 
vpon a monument ere£ed to feveral cle j and Birch's Hift. of theR. S. 
of the family in WeAminfter-abbey. Vol. IV. p. 3 38. 

BROUWER (Adriaen) an eminent painter, was born 
in the city of Haerlem, in the year 1608 ;.and, befides his 
great obligations to nature, was very much beholden to Frans 
Hals, who took him from begging /m the flreets, and in- 
flrucled him in the rudiments of painting. To make him 
amends for his kindnefs, Brouwer, when he found himfelf 
fufBciently qualified to get a livelihood, ran away from his 
mafter into France, and after a Ihort (lay there returned, and 
fettled at Antwerp. Humour was his proper fphere; and it 
was in little, pieces, that he ufed to reprefent his pot compa- 
nions drinking, fmoaking tobacco, gaming, fighting, &c. 
He did this with a pencil fo tender and free, fo much of. na* 
tare in his expreifion, fuch excellent drawing in all the par- 
ticular parts, and good keeping in the whole together, that 
none of his countrymen rjave ever been comparable to him 
upon that fubje£h He was extremely facetious and, pleafant 
over his cups, fcorned to work as long as he had- any money 
in bis pocket, declared for a ihort life and a merry one \, and 
jefolving to ride pod to his grave by, the help of. wine and 
brandy,, he got to his journey's p\d in/ the year 1638, only. 
|hirty years old. ^He died fo very. goor, that contributions 

were 
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were raifed to lay him privately in the ground $ from whence 
he was foon after taken up, and, as it is commonly faid, very 
hancUbmely interred by Rubens, who was a great admirer of 
his happy genius for painting. 

BROWN (Robert) a famous fchifmatick, from whom 
the fefl of the Brownifts derived its name, was fon of An- 
thony Brown, of Tolthorpe in Rutlandfhire, Efq; ftudied 
divinity at Cambridge, and was afterwards a fchoolmafter in 
Southwark. Brown fell at firft into Cartwright's opinions 1 
but, refolving to refine upon them, he began about the year 
1580, to inveigh openly again ft the difcipline and ceremo- 
nies of the church of England, as antichriftian and fuperfti- 
tious. He made his firft eflay upon the Dutch congregation 
at Norwich, many of whom were inclined to anabaptifm, 
and having raifed himfelf a chara&er for zeal and fan&ity, 
his own countrymen began to follow him ; upon which he 
called in the afliftance of one Richard Harrifon, a country 
fchoolmafter. Brown, and this man, foon worked up their 
audience to feparate entirely from the church of England, 
and to form a fociety among themfelves. Brown was con- 
veiled before Dr. Freake, bifliop of Norwich, and other ec- 
clefiaflical commi fli oners ; and having not only maintained 
his fchifm, but alfo mifbehaved to the court, was committed 
to the cuftody of the fheriff of Norwich ; but the lord trea- 
surer Burleigh, to whom he was nearly related, forefeeing, 
* that this treatment would rather ferve to propagate, than fti- 
fle, his erroneous notions, wrote a letter to the bTfbopof 
Norwich, which procured hii enlargement. After this, his 
lordfrip recommended his relation to ardhbifhop Whitgift for 
his inftru&ion and counfel ; but Brown, who looked upon 
himfelf as infpired by the fpirit of God, and judged the arch* 
bifhop's counfels to be fuperfiuous and his practice antichriftian, 
foon left London, and fettled at Middlebur gh • in Zealand, 
where he and his followers obtained leave- of the ftates, to 
form a church according to their own model. They equally 
condemned epifcopacy and prefbytery as to the jurifdidion 
of cortfiftories, cjafles, and fynods $ and wbuld not join with 
any other reformed church, becaufe they were not fufllciently 
aflured of the fanftity and probity of its members, holding 
it an impiety to communicate with iinners. Their form of 
church-government was democratical. Such as defirdd to be 
members of a church made a confeffion of their faith, and 
jQgned a covenant obliging themfelves to walk together in die 
order of the gofpel. The whole power of admitting and 
3 cx« 
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excluding members, with the depfion of all controverfies, 
was lodged in the brotherhood. Their church officers fcr 
preaching the word, and faking care of the poor, were cho- 
fen from among themfetves, and feparated to their feveral of- 
fice^ by faffing, prayer, and impofition of hands of fome of 
the brethren. They did not allow the priefthood to any di- 
ftin£t order, or to give any indelible character ; but as the 
vote of the brotherhood made a man a minuter, and gave 
authority to preach the word and adminifter the facramems 
amongft them ; fo the fame power could difcharge -him from 
his office, and reduce him to a meer layman again. As they, 
maintained" the bounds of a church to be no greater than 
• what would contain as many as could meet together in one 
place,, and join in one communion, fo the power of their 
officers was prefcribe,d within the fame limits. The minif- 
ter or paftor of a church could not adminifter the facrament 
to, nor baptize the children of any but thofe of his own fo- 
ciety. A lay brother was allowed the liberty of giving a 
word of exhortation to the people ; and it was ufual for fome 
of them, after fermon, to afk queftions, and reafon upon the 
do#rines that had been preached. 

Brown appears to have been in England in 1585, for in 
that year he was cited to appear before archbifhop Whitgift, 
to anfwer to certain tenets contained in a book by him pub- 
lifhed ; and being brought by this prelate's reasoning/ to a 
tolerable compliance with the church of England, the lord 
treafurer Burghley fent him to his father in the country, with 
a letter recommending him to his favour and. countenance* 
Brown's errors had taken too deep root in him to be eafily 
eradicated, he foon relapfed into his former opinions, and 
his good old father refolving to own him for his fon no lon- 
ger than his fon owned the church of England for his mo* 
ther, difcharged him his family. After wandering up and 
down for fome time, and enduring great hardfhips, Brown 
at length went to live at Northampton 5 but whilft he was 
induftrioufly labouring to promote his feci, Lindfel), bifliop 
of Peterborough, fent him a citation to come before him, which 
Brown not obeying he was excommunicated for his contempt Collier'sEc- 
The folemnity of this cenfure affe&ed him fo deeply, that he clefiaftkai 
made his fubmiffion, and receiving abfolution was admitted Hift.Voi.lI. 
into the communion of the church about the year 1590,^' 3 
and foop after preferred to a reclory in North amptonmire. 
Fuller is of opinion, that Brown never formally recanted his 
opinion, with reg*rd to the main points of his doctrine 5 but 
that his promife of a general compliance with the church of 
Vol. XL Cc Eng- 
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England, improved by the countenance of his patron and 
kmfman, the earl of Exeter, prevai'ed upon the archbifhop, 
arft procured this extraordinary favour for him. He adds, 
that Brown allowed a falary for one to difcharge his cure, and 
though he oppofed his parimioners in judgment, yet agreed 
in talcing their tythes. Brown was a man of good parts and 
fome learning, but was of a nature imperious and uncontroul- 
able, fo far from the fabbatarian ftrittnefs, afterwards ef- 
. poufed by fome of his followers, that he rather feemed a li- 
bertine therein. In a word, fays Fuller, he had a wife with 
whom he never lived, and a church in which he never preach- 
ed, though he received the profits thereof: and, as all the 
other fcenes of his life were ftormy and turbulent, fo was his 
end ; for the conftable of his parifti, requiring fomtwhat 
roughly the payment of certain rates, his paflion moved him 
to blows, of which the conftable complained to juftice St. 
John, who was inclined rather to pity than punifh him ; but 
Brown behaved with fo much infolence, that he was fent to 
Northampton- gaol, on a feather bed in a cart, being very 
infirm, and aged above eighty years; where he foon after 
fickened and died, anno 1630, after boafting that he had 
been committed, to thirty-two prifons, in fome of which he 
could not fee his hand at noon day. 

The chief of Brown's works is a fmatl thin quarto, print- 
ed at Middleburgh Jn 1582, containing three pte'ees. The 
title of the firft is, A treatife of reformation without tarrying 
for any, and of the wickednefs of thofe preachers who will 
hot reform themfelves and their charge, becaufe they will 
tarry till the magiftrate command and compel them. By me, 
Robert Brown. The fecond piece is, A treatife upon the 23d 
chapter of St. Matthew, both for an order of ftudying and 
handling the fcriptures, and alfo for avoiding the popifh dif- 
orders, and ungodly communion of all faife chriftians, and 
efpecially of wicked preachers and hirelings. The title of 
the third piece b, A book which fheweth the life and man- 
ners of all true chriftians, and how unlike they are unto Turks 
and papifts, and heathen folk. Alfo the points and parts of 
all divinity, that is, of the revealed will and word of God % 
are declared by their feveral definitions and drvifions. 

BROWNE (George) archbifhop of Dublin, and the 
iirft prelate who embraced the reformation in Ireland, was 
originally. an Auftin friar of Lortdon, and received his aca- 
demical education in the houfe of his order, near Halywell 
in Oxford. He afterwards became provincial of the Aufrirt 
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mtMtks in England, and having taken the degree of" doctor 
in divinity in fome foreign univerfity, was admitted to the 
fame degree at Oxford, in 1534, and alfo at Cambridge. 
After reading Tome of Luther'6 writings, he began to incul- 
cate into the people, that they ought to make their applica- 
tions folely to Chrift, and not to the virgin Mary, or the 
faints. This recommended him to king Henry the Villth, 
who promoted him in March 1534-5 to the archbifhoprick 
of Dublin; and a few months after his arrival id Ireland, 
Henry fignified to him by the lord privy-fea), that, having 
renounced the papal fupremacy in England, it was his plea* 
fure, that his fubjeds of Ireland fhould obey his commands 
in that refped as in England ; and nominated him one of the 
commiffioners for the execution thereof. The difficulties at* 
tending this commiflion appear from the following letter which 
the archbifhop fent to lord Crorriwell, dated Nov. 28th, 1 535* 

* My moft honoured lord, 

* Your humble fervant receiving your mandate, as one of 1 

* his highrtefs's commiffioners, has endeavoured, almoft to 

* the danger and hazard of this temporal life, to procure the 
c nobility and gentry of this nation to due obedience, in 
€ owning of his highrtefs their fupreme head, as well fpirituai 
' as temporal, and q*o find much oppugning therein, efpeci- 
« ally by my brother of Armagh, who has been the main op- 

* pugner, and fo has withdrawn* moft of his fuffragans and 

* clergy within his fee and jurifd.dHon. He made a fpeech 
*- to them, laying a curfe on the people whofoever fbould >wnt 
' his highnefs's fupremacy ; faying, that iile, as it is in their 
« Irtfh chronicles, Infula facra, belongs to none but to the 

* bifhop of Rome, and that It Was the bifliop of Rome's 

* predeceflbrs gave it to the king's anceftors. There be two 

* meffengers by the priefts of Armagh, and by that archbi- 
« (hop, now lately fent to the bifhop of Rome. Your lord- 
« fhip may inform his hfghnefs, that it is convenient to call 

* a parliament in this nation to pafs the fupremacy by ad > 
« for they do not much matter his highnefs's commiflion whichv 

* your lordfhip fent us over. This ifland has been for a long 
4 time held in ignorance by the Romifli orders ; and as tot 

* their fecular orders, they be rn a manner as ignorant as the 

* people, being not able to fay rhafs, or pronounce the words* 

* they not knowing what they themfelves fay. in the Roman* 

* tongue : The common people of this'ifle are more zeabos 

* in their blindnefs, than (he faints and martyrs were in thtf 
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c truth at the beginning of the gofpel. I fend to you, my 
' very good lord, thefe things, that your lordftiip, and bis 
' highnefs, may confult what is to be done. It is feared 
c O-Neal will be ordered by the bifhop of Rome to oppose 

* your lordftiip's order from the king's highnefs j for the na- 
c tives are rtiueh in numbers within his power. I do pray 

* the Lord Chrift to defend you from your enemies/ 

In the parliament which met at Dublin, May I* 1536,. 
when the bill fbr eftablifliing the king's fupremacy over the 
church of Irelan.d was depending, our prelate made the , fol- 
lowing fpeech : ' My lords and gentry of this his ma/efty's 
' realm of Ireland, behold your obedience to your king is the 

* obferving of your God a«nd Saviour Chrift j for h?> that 
« high-prieft of our fouls, paid tribute to Cad$r (thottgb no 
c chriftian.) ^Greater honour then furely is due to your 
' prince, his highnefs the king, and a chriftian one. Rqine, 
« and her bifhops, in the fathers days, acknowledged empe- 
< rors, kings, and princes to be fupream over their dofmini- 
« ons, nay, Chrift's own vicars. And it is as much tp the 

* bifhop of Rome's fhame, to deny what their precedent bt- 
c ihops owned; Therefore his hi ghruefs claims bu£ what, he- 

* canjuftify the bifhop Eleutheriiis gave to Sk Lucius, the 

* f firft chriftian king cf the Britain^ ; fa that I fliall, with* 
' put fcruple, vote his highnefs king Henry, my fupreme, 
4 over ecclefiaftick rrutters "as well as temporal, and head* 
c thereof, even of both ifles England and Ireland, and that 
' without guilt of confeience,. or fixi to God^and. be who- 
4 wiH not pafs this act as I do, is ho true fubjefk to his high- 

* nefs.' This fpeech had fuch an'e{Fe£t, that the ad pafled, 
though with great difficulty, an£,the execution of it jnjef with- 
many pbftacles, of which the a^chbi(Ji<j>.p gave the, 1<?*4 Crom- 
well the fdllowing account, ,'••>'.. 

* Right honourable and my, fibular, good lord* 

* I acknowledge fny bouqden duty.jto your lptr<{fbip*sgoad- 
«■ will to me, next .to my Saviour Chrift's, for th^pjacelnow 
* poflefs ; I pray God give me his. graoe to execute the fame 
c to his glory, arid. his highnefs's hc*npur, with your lord(h*p'» 
*: inftruftions. The- people of. this nation be, zjeafous* yet 
c blind and unknowing ; maft 0/' the, clergy, as y pus lord* 
c * fliip has had* from me befpre, being, ignoj ant* and t not able 
« to-fpeak right words in the. mafs or, liturgy,, as being not 
^flelled in the Latin grammar ; fa' thatabirdmay.be taught 

* to fpeak with as much fenfe, as, feveralof tfcem do in this 

* country. Triefe forts, though not fcholars, yet are crafty 

-• w v < w 


BROWNE. 389 

* to C02$ft the floor common people, and to diffuse them 

* from following his highnefs's orders : George, my brother 
' of Armagh, doth underhand occafion quarrels, and is not 
c active to execute his htghnefs's orders in his diocefe. I 

* have obferved your Jordfliip's letter of commiflion, and 

* do find feveral of my pupils leave me for fo doing. I will 
c not put others in their livings till I know your lordfhip's 

* pleafure j for it is meet I acquaint you firft, the Romifh re- 
< licks and images of both my cathedrals in Dublin, of the 

* Holy Trinity and of St. Patrick's, took off the common 

* people from the true worfliip, but the prior and the dean 

* find them fo fwcet for their gain, that they heed not my 

* words; therefore fend in your -lordfhip's next to me an or- 

* der more full, and a chrde to them and their canons, that 

c they might be removed. Let the order be, that the chief ' 

* governors may. affift me in it. The prior and dean have 

* written to Rome, to be encouraged ; and if it be not hin- 

* dered before they have a mandate from the bifhopof Rome, 
' the people wtll.be bold, and then tug long before his high- 

* nefs can fubmit them to his grace's orders. The country 

* folk here much hate your lordfhip, and defpitefully call you 
« in their Irifh tongue, the blackfmith's fon. The duke of 
« Norfolk is by Armagh and that clergy, defired to aflift them, 

< njot to.fuffer his highnefs to alter church rules here in Ire- 
c land. As. .a, friend, I defire your lordfhip to look to your 

* noble perfon ; for Rome hath a great kindnefs for that duke 

< (for fo it is talked here) and will reward him and his chil- 

. 4 dren. . Rome hats great favours for this nation, purpofely to . 

* oppofe- his highnefs ; and fo having got, fince the act paf- 

* fed, great indulgences for rebellion, therefore' my hope is 

* loft, yet my zeal is to do according to your lordfhip's or- 

< ders» God. keep your lordfhip from your enemies here and 
« in England/ Dublin the third Kalends April 1538. 

When the monafteries in England and Ireland began to 
be fupprefled, archbifhop Browne removed all fuperftitious 
reliques and images out of the two cathedrals of St. Patrick's 
and the Holy Trinity, in Dublin, and out of the other churches 
in his diocefe j placing in their room, the Creed, the Lord's 

. prayer^ and the Ten Commandments in gold letters. In 
J54l> ths.king converted the priory of the Holy Trinity, 

. into a cathedral church, confiding of a dean and chapter, 
and our. a/chbifhop founded in it, three years after, the pre- 

\ bends of St Michael's, St. John's, and St. Michan's, from 

" which titfHfrttitas taken the name of Chrift- church. Sir An- 
.thony"$t» Leger, governor of Ireland, having, by comma' d, 
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notified to all the clergy of that kingdom the order of king 
Edward VI. that they fhould ufe in all their churches, the 
liturgy he had caufed to be compiled, and publifhed in Eng- 
lifh, and the bible in the vulgar tongue, it was warmly op* 
pofed by the popifh party, but readily received by archbifhop 
Browne. Upon Eafter-day following, the liturgy was ac- 
cordingly read, for the firft tirne, in Chrift-church Dublin, 
in pretence of the mayor and bayliiFs of that city, and the lord- 
deputy St. Leger ; on which occafion, the archbifhop preach- 
ed a fermon againft keeping the fcriptures in the Latin tongue, 
and the worfbip of images, which is printed at the end of 
the arch bi (hop's life, Dowdal, primate of Armagh, being 
on account of his violent oppofitton to the king's order, de- 
prived of the title of primate of all Ireland ; it was in Oc- 
tober 1 551 1 conferred on arohbi(hop Browne, who did not 
long enjoy it, being deprived, both of that dignity, and his 
archbifhoprick, in 1554, the firft of queen Mary I. under 
pretence of his being married ; but, in truth, on account of 
his zeal in promoting the reformation. He died about the 
year 155$. 

j.ife, prefixr BROWNE (Sir Thomas) an eminent phyfician andce- 
pd to the lebrated writer, was the fon of Mr. Thomas Browne, a mer- 
^Nortach chant » defcended from an ancient family at Upton in Che- 
' {hire, and born in the parifli of St. Michael, Cheapfide, on 
the jgtb of O&ober 1605. His father died whilft he was 
very young, leaving him a fortune of 6cool. His mother, 
who inherited a third of her hufband's fortune, married Sir 
Thomas Dutton, who held a poft under the government in 
Ireland $ and her fon, being thus deprived of both his parents, 
was left to the rapacity of bis guardian, by which he was a 
ponfiderable fufferer. He was placed for his education at 
Winchefter-fchool, and entered as a gentleman commoner of 
Broadgate hall, fince filled Pembroke college. He was ad- 
mitted to the degree of bachelor of arts, Jan. 31, 1626-7; 
and having afterwards taken that of mailer, he turned his 

•v\°i° d i A c °' ftudies t0 phy^ c » and praftifed it for fome time in Oxford- 
|3 ' ' ' (hire. He quitted his fettlement in the country to accompany 
his father in law to Ireland : which country offering, at that 
time, veiy little worthy of the obfervation of a man of letters, 
he patted into France and Italy ; and after making fome ftay 
at Montpelier and Padua, at that time the celebrated fchools 
of medicine, in his return home through Holland, he was 
created doctor of phyfic at Leyden. It is fuppofed that he 
arrived jn J-rOfidon eboqt the year 1634, and. that the next 
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year he wrote his celebrated piece, called Religio Medi- 
ci, (a) the religion of a phyfician. 

In 1636 he fettled at Norwich, by the perfuafion of Dr. 
Lufliington his tutor, who was re&or of Barnham Weft* 

(a) " The Religio Medici was no have or (hall perufe the obfervations 
fconer publlftied, fays the author upon a former corrupt copy ; in 
of his life, than it excited the at- which there is a fevere cenfure, not 
tention of the publick, by the no- upon Digby, who was to be ufed 
velty of paradoxes, the dignity of with ceremony, but upon the obfer- 
fentirnent, the quick fucceffion of vater who had ufurped his name: 
images, the multitude of abftfufc iU nor was this invecTive writt«n by Dr. 
lufions, the fubilety of difquifnion, Browne, who was fuppofed to be- 
and the flrength of language. What fatisfied with his opponent's apology ; 
is much read, will be much criticifed. but by fome effisious friend zealous 
The carl of Dorfet recommended this for his honour, without his confent. 
book totheperufaloffirKenelmDig- The fuccefs of this performance 
by,who returned his judgment upon it, was fuch, as might naturally encou- 
not in a letter but a book 5 in which, rage the author to new undertakings, 
though mingled with fome pofitions, ' A gentleman of Cambridge, whofe 
fabulous and uncertain, there are a- name was Merryweather, turned it 
cute remarks, juft cenfures, and pro- not inelegantly into Latin 5 and from 
found fpeculations ; yet its principal his verfion it was again translated 
claim to admiration is, that it was into Italian, German, Dutch, and 
written in twenty-four hours, of French 5 and at Strafburg the Latin 
which part was fpent in procuring tranflatlon was puWifhed with large 
Browne's book, and part in reading notes, by Lenuus Nicolous Moltfa- 
it. Of thefe animadversions, when rius. .Of the Englifli annotations, 
they were not yet all printed, either which in all the editions from 1644, 
officioufnefs or malice informed Dr. accompany the book, the author is un- 
Browne ; who wrote to Sir Kenelm known. Of Merryweather, to whofe 
with much foftnefs and ceremony, sealBrowne'wasfo much indebted for 
declaring the unworthinefs of his the fudden extenfion of his renown, I 
work to engage fuch notice, the in- know nothing, but that he publifhed 
tended privacy of the compofition, a fmall treatifefor the inftruaions of 
and the corruptions of the impreffion; young perfons in the attainment of 
and received an anfwer equally gen- the Latin ftile. He printed his tran- 
tle and refpeclful, containing high flation in Holland with fome diffi- 
commendations of the piece, pom- culty. The firft printer to whom he 
pous profeflions of reverence, meek offered it, carried it to Salmafius, 
acknowledgments of inability, and who laid it by (fays he) in ftate for 
anxious apologies for the haftinefs of three months, and then difcouraged 
his remarks. The reciprocal civility its publication : It was afterwards 
of authors is one of the moft rifib e rejected by two other printers, and 
fcenes in the farce of life. Who at laft was received by Hackius. 
would not have thought, that thefe The peculiarities of this book raifed 
two luminaries of their age had cea- the author, as is ufual, many admi- 
/ed to endeavour to grow bright by rers and many enemies j but we 
the objuration of each other : yet know not of more than one profefled 
the animadverfions thus weak, thus anfwer, written under the title of 
precipitate, upon a book thus injur- Medicus Medicatus, by Alexander 
«d in the tranfeription, quickly paffed Rofs, which was univerfally nega- 
tive prefc j and Religio P4edici was ed by the world.; 1 Life of Sir Tho- 
jnc/e accurately publifhed, with an mas Browne, by S. Johnfon, M. A. 
admonition prefixed, to thofe who 
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gate in the neighbourhood ; and in 1637, he was incorporated 
dofior of phyfic at Oxford. In 1641, he married Mr?., Do- 
rothy Milcham, of a good family in Norfolk ; 4< a lady of fuch 
" admirable fymmetrical proportion to her worthy hulband, 
u both in the graces of her body and mind, that they feemed 
<c to cpme together by a kind of natural magnetifm" (b). 
Five years after he fent abroad his Treaufe on Vulgar £r* 
rors (c). 

Wood 


(b) This marriage could not but 
draw the raillery of contemporary 
wits upon a man, who had juft been 
wi fhing in his new book, that we 
x might procreate, like trees, without 
conjunction ; and bad lately declar- 
ed, that the whole world was made 
for men, but only the twelfth part 
of men -for women ; and, that man 
is the whole world, but women only 
the rib or crooked part of men. 
Whether the lady had been yet in- 
formed of thefe contemptuous porti- 
on!:, or whether (he was pleafed with 
the conqueft of fo formidable a re- 
bel, and confidered it as a double 
triumph to attract fo much me- 
rit, and overcome fo powerful 
prejudices \ dr whether, like mod 
others, (he married upon mingled 
motives, between convenience and 
■inclination ; me had, however, no 
reafon to repent ; for (he, lived hap- 
pily with him one and forty years ; 
and bore him ten children, of whom 
one fon and three daughters outlived 
their parents : (he furvived him two 
years, and patted her widowhood in 
plenty, if not in opulence. Johnfon. 
(c) This work, as it arofe not 
from fancy and invention, but from 
observation and books, and contain- 
ed not a (ingle difcourfe of one con- 
tinued tenor, of which the latter part 
rofe from the former, but an enume- 
ration of many unconnected particu- 
lays, mud have been the collection 
'«/ years, and the effect of a defign 
early formed and long purfued, to 
which his remarks had been continu- 
ally referred, and which arofe gra- 
dually to its prefent bulk by the daily 
aggregation of new panicles of know- 


ledge. It is indeed to be wimed that 
he had longer delayed the publica- 
tion, and added what the remain- 
ing part of his life might have fur- 
ni(hed : the thirty-fix years which 
he fpent afterwards in fludy and ex- 
perience, would, doubtlef<,have made 
large additions to an enquiry into 
vulgar errors. He publimed in 1673, 
the fixth edition, with fome improve- 
ments ; but 1 think rather with ex- 
plications of what he had already 
written, than any new heads of dif- 
quifition. But with the work, fuch 
as the author, whether hindered from 
continuing it by eagernefs of praife, 
or wearinefs of labour, thought (it 
to give, we mud be content ; and 
remember, that in all fublunary things, 
there is Something to be wilhed, which 
we muft with in vain. 

This book, like his former, was 
received with great applaufe, was 
anfwered by Alexander Rofs, and 
trandated into Dutch and German, 
and not many years ago into French. 
It might now be proper, had not the 
favour with which it was at firft re- 
ceived rilled the kingdom with co- 
pies, to reprint it with notes partly 
fupplemental, and partly emendato- 
ry, to fubjoin thofe difcovehes which 
the induAry of the laft age has made, 
and correct thofe mi (lakes which the 
author has committed, not by idle- 
nefs or negligence, but for want of 
Boyle's and Newton's philofophy. 

The reputation of Browne encour- 
aged fome low writer to publifli, un- 
der his name, a book called, Nature's 
cabinet unlocked ; tranflated, accord- 
ing to Wood, from the phyficks of 
Magirus 5 of which Browne took 

care 
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Wood informs us, (hat his pra&ice as a phyflcian was 
Very -extenfive, and that many patients retorted to him. In 
1655 he was chofen honorary fellow of the college of phy- 
sicians as a man virfute et literis ornatiffimus,-~- eminently em* 
belltfhed with literature and virtue." 

In 1658, the diicovery of fome antient urns in Norfolk gave 
him occafion to tyrite Hydriotaphia, Urn-burial j or, a difcourfe 
of fepulchral urns, (d) together with the garden of Cyrus, or 
the quincurjxial lozenge, or network plantation of the an- 
tients, artificially, naturally, myfticaily confide red. 

In 1 67 1, he received at Norwich the honour of knight- Antiq. of 
hood from Charles II. Thus he lived in high reputation till Norwich. 
in his feventy fixth year he was feized with a cholick, which, 
after having tortured him abouta.weik, put an end to his 
life, at Norwich, on his birth-day* Q&. 19, 1682. fje lies 
buried in the church of St. Peter Mancrpft, in Norwich. 


care to clear himfelf, by modeftly ad- 
vertifing, that if any man had been 
beneficed by it, he was not fo ambi- 
tious as to challenge the honou* there- 
of, as having no hand in that work. 

(d) He treats with his ufual learn- 
ing on the funeral rites of the anci- 
ent nations ; exhibits their various 
treatment of the dead ; and exa- 
mines the fubftances found in his 
Norfolcian urns. There is, perhaps, 
none of his works which better ex- 
emplifies his reading or memory. It 
is fcarcely to be imagined, how many 
particulars he has amatfed together, 
in a treatife which feems to have 
been occasionally written j and for 
which, therefore, no materials could 
have beenprcvioufly collected. John- 
fon. 


Dr. Browne left feveral tracts in, 
his clofet, which Whitefoot fays, he 
detigned for the prefs. Of thefe, 
two collections have been pobliflwd," 
one by Dr, Tcnnifon, the otter in 
173a, by a namelefs editor. 

( It is not on the praifes of others, 
' but on his own writings, that he 
' is to depend for the efteem of pof- 
' terity j of which he will not easily 
' be deprived, while learning foall 
' have any reverence among men ; 
' for there is no fcience, in which hf 
' does not dtfeover fome (kill $ and 
' fcarce any kind of knowledge, pro* 
' fane or facred, abftrufe or elegant, 
• which he does not appear to have 
' cultivated with fuccefs.' John* 
fon. 


BROWNE (Edward) an eminent phyfician,. fon of the 
preceding, was bom about the year 1642. He was inftrucV 
ed in grammar learning at the febool of Norwich, and in 
1665, took the degree of batchclor of phyfic at Cambridge. 
Removing afterwards to Merton-collegc, Oxford, he was 
admitted there to the. fame degree in 1606, and the next year 
was created doctor. In 1 668, he vifited part of Germany, (a ^ ™°°*> F - 

and 

(a) Upon his return to- England tour, added another volume ; printed 
be publiihcd a relation of fome part, in 1677, 4*0. See Phil. Tranf. No. 
of his travels j and, after bis fecoad 58. p<M59«:tt?, 130, p. 767. In 

1685, 
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and in the year following, made a wider exeurfion into Aa- 
Sria, Hungary, and Theflaly, where the Turkifh fultan then 
kept his court at Lartfla. He afterwards paffed through Italy. 
Upon his return he -praftifed phyfic in London ; was made 
phyfician firft to Charles II. (b) and afterwards in 1682, to 
St. Bartholomew's hofpital. About the fame time he joined 
his name, to thofe of many other eminent men, in a Trarv- 
flatten of Plutarch's lives (c). He was firft cenfor, then elect, 
and treafurer of the college of phyficians; of which in 1705, 
he was chofen prefident, and held this office till his death, 
which happened on the 27th of Auguft 1708, in the 66th 
year of his age, after a very (hort illnefs, at his feat at 
Northfleet, near Greenhithe in Kent. He was acquainted 
wkh Hebrew, he was a critic in Greek, and no man of hw 
age wrote better Latin. High- Dutch, Italian, French, &c. 
he fpoke and wrote with as much eafe as his mother tongue. 
Phytic was his bufinefs, and to the promotion thereof all his 
ttther acquifitiohs were referred. Botany, pharmacy, and 
cbemiftry, he knew and pra&ifed. King Charles faid of him, 
that ' he was as learned as any of the college, and as well 
* bred as any at court/ 

j 6£ 5, he published a new edition of Scr tonus are his. 

both volumes with many corrections (d) Of feveral children whom he 

and improvements. had by his lady, who died before him, 

' * His (kill in natural hiftory made only a fon and a daughter furvived 

* film particularly attentive to mines their father. The former, Dr. Tho- 

* and metallurgy. The account of mas Browne, was, at the time of his 

* the countries through which he father's deceafe, fellow of the Royal 

* had pailed, I have heard commend- Society, and of the College of Phy- 

* ed by a learned traveller, who has ficians j and died in July 17 10, with- 

* vilrted many places after him, as out iflue. The latter married Owen 

* written with fcrupulous and exa& Brigftock, of Lechdenny in Caer- 
c veracity, fuch as is fcarcely to be marthenfhire, Efq; Dr. Edward 

* found in any other book of the Browne left his eftate of Northfleet, 
' lame kind.* Life of Sir Thomas of the value of 240 1. a year, in 
Xrowne, p. jfc. cafe of failure of tlfue» by his fon 

(B) Upon (be duke of York's ac- and daughter, to be equally divided 

cttTion ta the crown he was left out between the College of Phyficians 

cf the number of his phyficians ; but and St. Bartholomew's Hofpital. 

this did not diminim his practice. Hiftory of Europe for 1 708, p. 

(c) The Hves of Themiftocles and 411. 

BROWN (Thomas) of facetious memory, as Mr. Ad- 
difon fays of him, was the fon of a confidtrable farmer in 
Sbropihire, and educated at Newport fchool in that county ; 
from whence he was removed to Chrift-church-college in 
Oxford, where he foo*n diftinguiflied himfelf by his* uncom- 
-UKMi attaiamerrts in literature. He had great parts and quick- 
ness 
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jiefs of apprehenfion, nor does it appear that he was wanting 
in application ; for we are told, that he was very well lkilled 
in the Latin, Greek, French, Italian, and Spanish languages, 
even before he was fent to Oxford, The irregularities of his 
life did not fuffer him however to continue long at the uni- 
verfity ; bur he was foon obliged to quit that place, when, 
inftead of returning home to his father, he formed a fcheme 
pf going to London, in hopes of making his fortune fome 
way or other there. This fcheme did not anfwer. He was 
very foon in danger of ftarving ; upon v hich he made an in- 
tereft to be fchoolmafler of Kingfton upon Thames, in which 
purfuit he fucceeded. But this was a profeflion very unfuitable 
to a man of Mr. Brown's turn, and a fituation that muft needs 
have been extremely difagreeable to him ; and therefore we 
cannot wonder, that he foon quitted his fchool, and went 
again to London ; and as he found his old companions more 
delighted with his humour, than ready to relieve his necefli- 
ties, he had recourfe to that laft refuge of half ftarved wits, 
fcribbling for bread. He publilhed a great variety of pieces 
under the names of Dialogues, Letters, Poems, &c. in all 
which he difcovered no fmall erudition, and a vaft and exu- 
berant vein of humour : for, he was in his writings, as in his 
converfation, always lively and facetious. Jn the mean time 
Brown made no other advantage of thefe productions, than 
what he derived from the Bookfellers ; for though they raifed 
his reputation, and made his company exceedingly fought af- 
ter, yet as he has juftly been obferved to have poflefled lefs 
of the fpirit of a gentleman than wits ufually do, and more 
of the fcholar, fo he was not apt to chufe his acquaintance 
by intereft, but was more follicitous to be recommended to 
the ingenious who might admire, than to the great who might 
relieve him. An anonymous author, who has given the 
world fome account of Mr. Brown, fays, that though a good- 
jiatured man, he had one pernicious quality, which was, 
rather to lofe his friend than his joke. He had a particular 
genius for fatyr, and dealt it out liberally whenever he could 
rind occafion. He is famed for being the author of a libel, 
fixed one Sunday morning on the doors of Weftminfter- abbey j 
and of many others againft the clergy and quality. He ufed 
to treat religion very lightly, and would often fay, that he 
ynderftood the world better, than to have the imputation of 
Righteoufnefs laid to his. charge. Neverthelefs, upon the ap- 
proach of death, it is faid, that his heart mifgave him, as if 
all was not right within, and he began to exprefs fentiffients 
pf remorfe for bis pail life j the common end of all thofe, 

who 
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who fcofF at Religion, becaufe it is the fafhion, or becaufc 
they would feem wifer and more ftiarp-fighted than their 
neighbours, rather than becaufe they know it to be ground- 
lefs and an impofture. Such men are generally mere Thrafo's 
in philofophy ; and however they may bully and defy the 
devil at coffee-houfes and public places, are all the while fe- 
cretly afraid of him, and dare fcarcely venture themfelves 
alone, for fear he (hould furprife them with his cloven feet. 
ivwofthe Towards the latter end of Tom Brown's life, we are in- 
oets* formed by Mr. Jacob, that he was in favour with the earl of 
Dorfet, who invited him to dinner on a Chriftmas day, with 
Mr. Dryden, arid fome other gentlemen, celebrated for inge- 
nuity, (as his lordfliip's cuftom was) when Mr. Brown, to his 
' agreeable furprife, found a Bank note of 50 1. under his 
' plate ; and Mr. Dryden at the fam« time was prefented with 
another of jool. Mr. Brown died in the year 1704, and 
was interred in the cloyfter of Weflminfter- abbey, near the 
remains of Mrs Behn, vtirh whom he was intimate in his 
life-time. His whole works were printed in 1707, confut- 
ing of Dialogues, Eflays, Declamations* Satyrs, Letters from 
the dead to the living, Tranflations, Amufements, &c. in 
four vols. Much humour, and not a little learning are, as 

■ we have already obferved, fcattered every where throughout 
'them-; but thofe, who' think they want delicacy, have .cer- 
tainly abundant reafon on. their fide. 

BROWNRIG or BROUNRIG (Ralph) bifhopof Exe- 
ter, was fen of a merchant at Ipfwich in Suffolk, and born in 
the year 15^2. At the age of fourteen, he was fent to Pem- 
broke hall in Cambridge ; of which he fuce'effively became 
fcholar, and fcftow. He was appointed Prevaricator, when 
Icing J^mes I. vifited the univerfity." He Was firff collated by 
Dr. Felton, bifhop of Ely, to the reclory of Barley in Here- 
fordflbire, and in 16 n, to a prebend in the cathedral of Ely. 
He took the degree of doctor in divinity at Oxford in 1628 ; 
and the following year was collated to the prebend of Tach- 
brook, in the cathedral of Li:chfield, which he quitted 00 
bein^ made archdeacon of Coventry in 1631. He was like- 
wife mafter of Catherine-hall in Cambridge,' and in the years 
1637, 1638, 1643, and 1644, difcharged the office of vice- 
chancellor. In 1641, he was prefented to the eleventh ftall, 
or prebend in the church of Durham, by Dr. Morton, bi- 
ftiop of that fee, and the fame year was nominated to fuc- 
ceed'Dr. Hall 1 , tranflatcd* to the bifhoprick of Norwich, in the 

■ fee of Exeter 9 to the liking of all good men, fays Wood. 
■ ' ' Upfo 


BRUIN. 

Upon the breaking out of the, civil war which followed, clofe 
upon his laft promotion, his relation Mr. John Pym, and 
others of the prefbyterian ftamp, by whom he had formerly 
been much efteemed, forfook him, and fuffered hicn to be de- 
prived of the revenues of his fee, and about the year 1645, 
the parliament party, taking offence at fome paffages in a 
fermon, preached by him before the univerfity, on the king's 
inauguration, removed him from the mafterfhip of Catherine- 
hall. After thi^ he fpent feveral years at the houfe of Tho- 
mas Rich, of Sunning, efq; in Berkfhire, and at London, at 
High gate, and St. Edmundfbury. It is faid, he had the cou- , 
rage to advife Oliver Cromwell to reftore king Charles II. to. 
his juft rights. About a, year before his deceafe, he was. 
chofen preacher at the Temple in London. A violent fit <>f 
the ftone, his old diftemper, attended with the dropfy, and 
the, infirmities of age put an end to, hi* life, op the 7th of De- 
cember 1695. He was once married but never had a child*' 
Dr. Gauden, who had known him above thirty years, de-. 
clares, that he never heard of anything (aid or done by him, 
which a wife a^d good man would {lave wifhed unfcid o* 
undone (a). .-.',• 

♦ » 

(a) Forty of his fermons, being 1674* fol^ia. * r ec ▼olttjtws..; The 

foch as had betn'perufed and approv- preface, to the firft volume is a letter 

edof by Dr. Gauden, were publifh- from bifhop Gauden to the publifhcf? 

ed at London in i66a,,foi, by Wil- date'd Juno 12, iWi. whereti*- h* 

liam Majtyn, M, • A., preaober at the giybi.botb the author and the fermoQf 

Rolls. Thefe were reprinted with a very gieat chara&er. ^ ."..re > 

ttre addition of twenty-five more in : 

' BRUIN' ( Jem tf-'Se) profeflbr of natural philofophy ana 
inathematicks at Utrecht, was b'ofh "at Gorcum upon the 
25th of Auguft 1620. He went through a courfe of philo- 
fophy at Ley<fen under the profeflbr Harbpord ; and then pur- 
fi»ed his ftudies atBoifleduc, where Re was very, much efteem- 
ed by Samud des Martts, who taught phjlofophy and divi- 
nity' in that place. • He went from thence to Utrecht, where 
he Je&rnt the mrithematicks^ and , th^n removed to Leycfen, 
Vhere he obtained Icaj^ef to teach* them.' He was afterwards 
rnade profeflbr at Utrecht; and' becaufe ,*the profeflbrs had 
Agreed among themfelves, that every.. oqe wight. teach a£ 
heme fuch a part of philofophy as he might think fit, -.* Dp 
Brtijn, not contented with teaching what bis publick profef- 
•fttffhdp required, made aIfodifle&ions,'and explained Grotius's 
book de Jure Belli et Pacis. He had uncommon fk'ilT in dit- 
ieflmg animals, and was a great lover of experiments. He 

made 
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made alfo obfervations in aftronomy. He publifbed Differta* 
tions De vi Altrice, De corporum gravitate & levitate, De 
cognitione Dei natural i, De lucis caufa & origine, &c. He 
had a difpute with Ifaac Voffius, to whom he wrote a 
letter printed at Arafterdam 1663; wherein he cites Vof- 
fius's book De natura & proprietate lucis, and ftrenuoufly 
maintains the hypothefis of Defcartes. He wrote alfo an 
apology for the Cartefian philofophy againft a divine, named 
Vogelfang. In the year 1655, he married the daughter of a 
merchant of Utrecht, fifter to the wife of* Daniel Elzevir, 
the famous bookfeller of Amfterdam ; by whom he had two 
children, who lived but a few days. He died upon the 21ft of 
O&ober 1675, after he had been profeflbr twenty three years : 
and his funeral oration was pronounced four days after by 
M. Grsevius. 

BRUN (Antony lej an ambaflador of Spain, famous for 
his (kill in negotiating, was of an ancient and noble family, 
and born at Dole in the year 1600. He was attorney-gene- 
ral in the parliament of Dole; during which time he was 
concerned in all the ftate negotiations, which concerned the 
provinces. He was fent afterwards by Philip IV. to the diet 
of Ratifbon, and from thence to the court of the emperor 
Ferdinand III. He was one of the plenipotentiaries of his 
catholick majefty, at the conferences of Munfter held in 
1643 9 where, though all the other plenipotentiaries took 
place of him, yet, it is faid* that he far exceeded them all in 
capacity. The king of Spain was particularly beholden to 
him for the peace, which the Dutch made at Munfter, ex- 
clufively of France; arjd the intriguing turn, which hefhew- 
ed upon this occafion, made him dreaded oyer after by the 
French arnbaffadors. .. J3e was a man of letters, as well as 
of politicks ; and therefore employed his pen, as well as his 
tongue in the fervjee of his mafter. Thus, during the con- 
ferences at Munfter,* he publifhed feveral pieces, wherein he 
abufed France, Thefe pieces were written in a pleafant ftilc, 
and with a great deal of fprightlinefs ; but, as fome fay, 
were too comical, too burlefque, too much in the fpirit of 
fatire. Methinks, thefe words of Balfac convey a great idea 
of le Brun. <c I refer it to the French and Burgundi- 
".ans: to le Brun, the Demofthenes of Dole, and to Lc 
Bafcac, « Maiftre, the Cicero of Paris." He died at the Hague, 
Difc# *• during his embaffy, in the year 1654 j leaving a family be- 
hind him. 

1 BRUN 
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. BRUN (Charles le) was defcended of a family of diftinc- 
tion in Scotland, and born in the year 1619. His father was 
a ftatuary by profeffion. At three years of age it is reported 
that he drew figures with charcoal j and at twelve he drew 
the picture of his uncle fo well, that it ftill paffes for a fine 
piece. His father being employed in the gardens at Sequier f 
and having brought his fon along with him, the chancellor 
of that name took a liking to him, and placed him with Si- 
mon Vouet, an eminent painter, who was greatly furprifed 
at young Le Brian's amazing proficiency. He was afterwards 
feot to Fontainbleau to take copies of fome of Raphael's pie* 
ces. The chancellor fent him next to Italy, and fupported 
him there for fix years. Le Brun, in his return, met with 
the celebrated Pouffin, by whofe convention he greatly im- 
proved jhimfelf in his art, and contracted a friendfhip with 
him which lafted as long as their lives. Cardinal Mazarine, 
a good judge of painting, took great notice of Le Brun, and 
often fat by htm while he was at work. A painting of St* 
Stephen which he finiflied in 1651, raifed his reputation to 
the higheft pitch. Soon after this, the king, upon the re* 
prefentatton of Mr. Colbert, made him his firft painter, and 
conferred on him the order of St. Michael. His majefty em- 
ployed two hours every day to fee him at work whilft he was 
painting the family of Darius at Fontainbleau. About the 
year 1662, he began his five large pieces of the hiftory of 
Alexander the Great, in which he is faid to have fet the ac- 
tions of that famous conqueror in a more glorious light, than 
Quintus Curtius hath done in his hiftory. He procured fe- 
veral advantages for the royal academy of painting and fculp- 
ture at Paris, and formed the plan of another for the ftudents 
of his own nation at Rome. There was fcarce any thing 
done for the advancement of the fine arts in which he was 
not confulted. It was through the intereft of M. Colbert 
that the king gave him the direction of all his works, and par- 
ticularly of his. royal manufactory at the Gobelins, where he 
had a handfome houfe with a genteel falary affigned to him. 
He was alfo made director and chancellor of the royal aca- 
demy, and (hewed the greateft zeal to encourage the fine arts 
in France. He was endowed with a vaft inventive genius, 
which extended itfelf to arts of every kind. He was well 
acquainted with the hiftory and manners of all nations. Be- 
fides his extraordinary talents, his behaviour was fo genteel, 
and his addrefs fo pleafing, that he attracled the regard and 
affection of the whole court of France, where, by the places 
and peoiions conferred on him by the king's liberality, he 
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made a very considerable figure, his yearly income being up* 
wards of 50,000 livrcs, a fum very confiderable in thofe 
days, and more than fufHcient to have put him far above the 
thoughts of an a&ton fo drfhonourable, as that whereof he 
is accufed. It is reported, that having taken out of the 
king's magazine Gittlio Romano's painting of the Circum- 
cifion, he got one Herault to prefent it to the prince, who 
purchafed it at the rate of 20,000 livres. M. de Louvois, 
having got information of this by means of M. Mignart, le 
Brun's adverfary. and rival, laid the affair before the king, who 
forbid le Brun the court. It is added, that being alfo fevere- 
ly reprimanded by the prime minifter, he fell fiek upon it, 
and died at his houfe in the. Gobelins at the age of 61, in 
1690, leaving a wife, but no children. He was author of 
a curious treatife, Of Phyftognomy, and of another, Of the 
characters of the paflions. 

The paintings which gained him greateft reputation, were, 
befides what we have already mentioned, thofe which he fi- 
nifhed at Fontainbleau, the great ftair-cafe at Verfailles, but 
efpeciaUy the grand gallery there, which was the laft of 
his works, and is faid to have taken him up fourteen years. 
A more particular account of thefe, or a general character of 
his other performances, would take up too much room here. 
Tr}ofo who want further fetisfa&ion on this fubjeft, may 
ConfuU the writings of his countrymen, who have been very 
lavifh in his pratfes, and very full in (heir accounts of his 
works. 

« * 

BRUNO ( J0RDAM0) was born at Nola, in the kingdom 
of Naples. About the year 1582, he began to call in ques- 
tion fomeof the tenets of the Romith church, which occa- 
ftoned his retiring to Geneva. After two years ftay here he 
exprefled his diflike.to Calvinifm in fuch a manner that he 
was expelled the city. He went firft to Lyons afterwards 
to Touloufe, and then to Paris, where he was made pro- 
feflbr extraordinary; becairfe the ordinary ptekBors were 
obligee) t? aflift at mals. From Paris he came to London, 
and continued two years in the houfe of Monfieur Caftelneau, 
the French ambaffador. He was very well received by queen 
Elizabeth and the politer part of the court. ' His principal 
friends were Sir Philip Sidney and Sir Foul kes Greville. At Sir 
Philip's requefb hecompofed his Spatcio'detla beftia triuriw 
phante- (aJ, whxh was printed in 8vo. ih 1584, and dedi- 

. . ' cated 

(a) Nothing hfts more'fufprizeti the which a (mall book, intitled, Spaccio 
learned in England, than the price della beftia triuenphante, bore in a 

lace 
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catcd to that gentleman. From England he removed, in 
about two years, to Wittemberg, where he was profeflbr for 
the fpace of two years more. He next went to Prague, and 
printed in that city fome tra&s, in which he openly di (covered 
his atheiftical principles. After vifning fome other towns of 
Germany, he made a tour to Venice, where he was appre- 
hended by order of the inquifition, tried, and convided of 
his errors. Forty days being allowed him to deliberate, he 
promifedto retradthem. At the expiration of that term he 
ftiil mail tained his errors, and obtained a further refpite for 
forty days. At lad it appearing that he impofed upon the 
pope in order to prolong his life, fentence was finally pafied 
upon him on the 9th of February 160c. He made no offer 
to ret raft during the week that was allowed him afterwards 
for that purpofe. He underwent his punifhmenton the feven- 
teemh, by being burnt at a ftake. Though he denied the 
being of a God, he believed the effe&s of magic and forcery. 
Several paflages in his works, (how, that he was not dne of 
thofe atheifts, if any fuch there are, who lead a good mo- 
ral lire* 

late aufiion. This book wis fold harder, having called feveral of thofe 
for thirty pounds. As it was writ- celeftial bodies by the names of the 
ten by one Jordanus Brunus, a pro- heathen deities, and by that means 
fefled atheift, with a defign to de- made the heavens as it were a book 
predate religion, every one was apt of the pagan theology. Momus tells 
to fancy, from the extravagant price him, that it is not to be wondered 
it bore, that there mud be fome- at, face there were fo many (can- 
thing in it very formidable. I mud dalous (lories of the deities j upon 
confefs, that happening to get a which the author takes occafion to 
sight of one of them myfelf, 1 could caft reflections upon all other reli- 
uot forbear perufing it, with this ap- gions, concluding, that Jupiter, af- 
prehenfion ; but found there was fo ter a . full hearing, difcarded the 
very little danger in it, that I (hall deities out of heaven, and called the 
venture to give my readers a fair ac- ftars by the names of moral virtues, 
count of the whole plan upon which This (hort fable, which has no pre- 
thts wonderful treatife is built. The tence in it to reafon or argument, 
author pretends that Jupiter once and but a very fmall (hare of wit, 
upon a time refolved on a reforma- has however recommended itfelf 
tion of the conftellations { for wholly by its impiety to thofe weak 
which purpofe having fummoned the men who would diftinguiJh them- 
ftars together, he complains to them feWes by the Angularity of their 
ofthegreatdecayoftheworfhipof the opinions. Spectator, No. 389. 
Cods, which he thought fo much the 

BRUSCHIUS, (G a spar) a Latin hiftorian and poet, 
was born at Egra in Bohemia, upon the 19th of Auguft 
1 518. He was devoted to books from his childhood, and MelcMor 
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efptcially to poetry ; in which he fo happily fucceeded, that 
he could make a great number of verfes, and thofe not bad 
ones, extempore. He began early to publifh fome of them 
on feveral fubje&s ; and he got fo much reputation by them, 
that he attained to the poetical crown, to the dignity of 
poet laureat, and of Count Palatine. He received that ho- 
nour at Vienna from Ferdinand of Auftria, Icing of the Ro- 
mans, in the year 1552. His birfinefs thither was to prefent 
a work to Maximilian, king of Hungafy, which he had de- 
dicated to hinv It was the Firft Century of the German 
monasteries. In his return from Vienna, he flopped at 
Paffau j where, finding a patron in Wolfgang bifhop df 
Saints, he refolved to fettle, and to remove his library and 
family. He hoped that he could better go on there with a 
great work he had undertaken, which was, The hiftory of 
fell the bi&opricks and bifliops of Germany. lie had tra- 
velled much, and looked into feveral records and libraries, 
to gather materials for his purpofe. How long he ftaid there, 
floes -not appear; but he was at Balil in Jufte 1555, ^ 
lived in the citadel of Oporin, Arcem Oporinam ; fo they 
called that famous printer's houfe, which flood on a rifing 

ibid. ground. Here he published fome writings he had firtifliel 
< *t Paffau, fdme in profe and others in verfe. Brufchius wa$ 

married but had no children. . He was far from being richf 
fo far, that if his poetical patrons had not affifted him, he 
(would have had much ado to have maintained himfdf. He 
*eceived prefents alfo from the abbots and abbefies, whofe mo- 
nafteries he defcribed. He was very well received by the 
abbefs of the convent of Caczi: he fupped and danced with 
her, and obtained fome prefents from her. This, Melchior 
Adam fays, was owing to his having defcribed the antiquities 
of that convent. The liberalities of fome abbots, while he 
was with Oporin at Bafil, enabled him Co buy a new firit of 
clothes : but when he found, that appearing well drefied in the 
ftreets procured him many marks df refpeft from the vulgar; 
he tore his new finery to pieces, " as flav.es, (fays the fame 

B>2d * author,) that had ufurped their matters honours." Braifchiut 
feems to have been too great a philofopher for the age he lived 
in, or indeed for any age ; for what is it that procures a man 
refpeft and deference from the vulgar, the great vulgar and 
the fmall ? nothing a jot fuperior to fine clothes. We think, 
that Brufchius had better have preferved his clothes : for the 
veneration they procured him, ic could do him no harm, it 
might do him fome good ; and then it would be far preferable 
to the veneration of judges and criticks, when it fuffers a 
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learned and defcrying man, 4s it but top often does, to want 
aJipoft the common neceilaries of life. This unhappy man 
was murdered in the foreft of Scalingenbach, between Rot- 
teqaberg on the Tauber, and Winflicim : and it was believed, 
fh^t this aflaij&natiop was, concerted and carried into execu- 
tion ]>y fpnje gentlemen, againft' whom Brufchius was about 
to write Something. His writings are numerous. There i? 
a catalogue of them to be feen in the Epitome of Gefner's 
jUbfiotheque. His fccjefiaftical hiftory of Germany is faid 
to favour ftrpngly of Lutheranifm, with which he was fup- 
poCed to J>c ftrongly tainted, from his taking every flight oc- 
ca/iop, %o fpeak iff of Rome and of the popes* 

BRUTUS, (John-Michael) a verv learned Venetian, 
yiras born about the year 1518, and ftuaied at Padua; ap- 
plying bjmfelf chiefly to hear the leisures of Lazarus Bona- 
qucu$. it appears from his letters, that he was obliged tq 
leave his cpmury in fuch a manner, that he was looked upon 
as an exile ; but h* does not fay on what account, only tha{ 
If. jvaa yvifhpiit any blcmifh to his honour. He travelled much, 
paifing part .of his life in Spam, England, France, Ger- 
DWiy, TranfilvajnUi and in Poland. Notwithstanding this 
itinerant Itind of life, he made himfelf very learned ; as ap- 
pears from his notes pn Horace, Cxfar, Cicero, &c. Hf 
yra^ in TwGlvania in the year 1574} having been invite? 
t)u£ber by prince Stephen, in order to compofe a hiftory of 
that country* One of his letters, dated from Cracow, No- 
vember 23, 157?, informs us, that he had followed that 
prince, then king of Poland, to the expedition of Pruffia. 
He had a convenient apartment aifigoed him in the caftle of 
Cracow, that be plight apply himfelf the better to his fun- 
ftion of ^iftoripgrapher. He left Poland after the death of 
that monarchy and ^ived with William of St. Clement, am- 
bailador from the king of Spain to the Imperial court. He 
Has hpoouigd yvuth the title of .his imperial .majefty's biflorip- 
jrapher. ljfe was at Prague in January 1 590 j but what . be* 
Eapip pf him afterwards, and when, and where he died, Mr, 
Ijayje was not able tp colled). 

His writings, which were become very fcarce, were fo 
5aj;ne#ly fqught after by (he beft judges, that there was great 
\py jin therepublifk pf letters, on hearing that M r * Cromer 
tiad undertaken to publifli a qew edition of them, The firft 
Wft qf that defigf) W4> accprppljlhed in the year J 698, when 
uper/* printed at Ifoiin in 8vp, Job. Michaejis Bruti opera 
yajj^ j^le$a ; jjimirum, EpiftolaiMm libri cjuinques de hif- 
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tofiae laudibus, five dc ratione Icgcndi fcriptores hlftoricoa 
liber; preceptorum conjugalfum liber; epiftolis & orationr- 
bus compluribus editione Cracovienfi au£tiora. Eleven hun- 
dred and fifty five pages. The Cracow edition was in 1582. 
T. ft Lb Brutus promi ( es, in one of his letters, to add another to 
VK p. 35*1. then], wherein he defigned to treat of an ill cuftom of giving 
the. fame lofty titles to perfons whom we write to in Latin, as 
are given in common languages. There are but few coun- 
tries, in which they are more nice in this point, than in Po- 
land ; and yet our . Brutus would not conform to the new 
ftile, not even in writing to fome Polifh lords, but difpenfed 
with all ceremonies that might make him deviate from the 
pyrity of the ancient language of Rome. This .was his only 
motive'; nor had pride any thing to do with it. Hear the 
honeft plain -fpoken man, in a letter he wrote to John Pone- 
towfki. " This is my firft letter to you, which I write in 
" the Roman manner, as I ufe to do even to the king. I 
c ? can bring myfelf to every thing elfe, can love you, obey 
** you, and always regard you, which I {hall do very willing* 
" ly, as you highly deferve. But when I have any thing to 
*' write to you in Latin, fuffer me, Without offence, to 
* 4 wi ite according t,o the ufe of the Latin tongue ; for I can- 
not underftand, that lam writing to your greatneffes, your 
magnificences, &c. which exift no where on this fide the 
Ifc. lib. IV. *' moon: I am writing to you." Brutus was right: fuch 
p. 49. pompous titles were the introductions only of barbarous 
ages ; and it is certain, that ancient Rome had no fuch ufage 
in the time of its greateft glory, and of its mod accomplished 

politrnefs. 

It is faid, that the hiftory of Florence, compofed by our 
Brutus, and printed at Lyons in 1562, is not favourable to 
the houfe of Medicis ; and that it greatly difpleafed the duke 
pf Fiorepce. 

w BRUYERE, (John de la) a celebrated French author, 
was born at Dourdan in the year 1664. He wrote Cha- 
ra£ler?i or defcribed the Manners of his age, in imitation of 
Theo^hraftus, which Chara&ers were n >t always imaginary 
or general, but defer iptive, as was well known, of real per- 
fons of confiderable rank. In the year' 1693, he was, by 
an order of the king, chofen a member of the French aca- 
demy, and died in the year 1696. Father Bouhours, Me- 
nage, and, other French critics have faid vaft things of his 
Characters ;, and monfieur l'Abbe Fleuri, who fucceeded bim 
ig the academy, and according to cuftom made his elogy, 
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calls his book " a work very Angular in its kind, and, in the, 
44 opinion of fome judges, even fuperior»to that great original 
44 Theophraftus, whom the author himfelf at fir ft did only 
44 propofe to imitate/' A Carthufian friar of Rouen, under 
the name of monfieur de Vigneul Marville, but whofe true 
name was Bonaventura Dargogne, a Spaniard, wrote a 
critical piece againft the perfon and writings of monfieur 
Bruyere; but monfieur Cofte, by an ingenious anfwer, effec- 
tually expofed the Carthufian, and, as the author of the 
Novel les de la Republique des lettres obferved, * 4 There was p . 
44 not much likelihood, that monfieur de Vigneul Marville 1700,?. 91! 
4C would difpoflefs the public of the efteem, they had con* 
4 * ceived for the Characters of monfieur de la Bruyere.'* It 
has happened accordingly, for they have kept their credit, 
and maintained an high reputation ever fince. " I he Cha- 
44 raclers of Bruyere, (fays the celebrated Voltaire) may 
44 juffly be ranked among the extraordinary productions of 
44 this age. Antiquity furnifhes no examples of fuch a work. 
44 A ftyle rapid, concife, and nervous ; expreflions animated 
44 and prfturefque; an u(e of language altogether new, with- 
44 out offending agaiml its eftablifhed rules, (truck the pub* 
44 lie at firft; and the allufions, which are crowded in al- 
moft every page, compleated its fuccefs. When la Bru* 
yere, continues this agreeable hiftorian, Qiewed his work 
44 in manufcript to Malefieux, this laft told him, that the 
44 book would have many readers, arw} its author many 
44 enemies. Itfomewhat funk in the opinion of men, when 
44 that intire generation, whofe follies it attacked, was pal* 
44 fed away ; yet, as it contains many things applicable to 
44 all times and places, it is more than probable, that it will 
44 never be forgotten." The age of Lewis XIV, chap. 29. 

BUC, (George) a learned antiquarian, was defcended 
of a very ancient family, and born in Lincoirtlhire. In the 
reign of James I. he was made one of the gentlemen of his 
majefty's privy chamber, and knighted ; he was alfo ap- 
pointed mafterof the revels. His writings are, 1. The Life 
and reign of Richard III. in live books (a). This is pro- 
perly a defence of that king, whom he would not allow to 
have had any deformity in body or mind. 2. The Third 
univerfity of England ; or, A treatife of the foundations of 
all the colleges, ancient fchools of privilege, and of houfes 

(a) Printed in Kennet's Complete Hiftory of England. 

D d 3 of 




Jbid. 


*G$ B U C E R. 

of learning and liberal arts Within and about the iribft fa* 
frious city of London. With d brief report of the icrences; 
_ arts, and faculties therein profeffed, ftudied, and pra&ifed (b); 
He alfo wrote, A Treatife of the irt of revels. 

(fc) It is prihted at tl* end df the folio edition of StoWs Chromafe, 
Lond. 1631, 

BUCER, (Martin) was born in the year 149 1> at 
Schelefiadt, a town of Alfacq, which had produced many 

Ada** - ? rcat mett# At. the a 8 c °f ^ eyen ** t( *°^ tne religious habit 
in the order of St. Dominick, and with the leave of the 
jjrior of his convent went to Heidelberg to leaf n logic and 
nhilofophy. Having applied himfelf afterwards to divinity* 
he made it his endeavour to acquire a thorough knowledge 
of the Greek and Hebrew. About this time fame of Eraf- 
anus's pieces came abroad, which he read greedily. Meeting 
afterwards wjth certain traces of Luther, and comparing the 
doctrine there delivered, with the facred (captures* he be- ' 
gan to entertain doubts concerning feveral things in the po- 
piih religion. His uncommon learning and his eloquence, 
which was affifted by a flrong and mufical voice, and his 
free cerifure of the vices of the times, recommended him to Frc* 
derick elector palatine* who made him one of his chaplains. 
After fome conferences with Luther at Heidelberg in the year 
. Jbid* 15 21, he adopted moft of his religious notions, particularly 
fthofe with regard to justification* tiowever, in 1532, be 
gave the preference to the fentiments of Zuengliiis concern- 
ing religion; but ufcd his utmoft endeavours to re- unite the 
two parties, who both oppofed the Romifh religion. He 
is looked upon as one of the firft authors of the reformation 
at Straflnirgh, where he taught divinity for twenty years, 
land was one of the minjfters of the town. He affifted at 
many conferences concerning religion, and, in 1 548, was 
lent for to Augftourg to fign that agreement betwixt the pro- 
teftantt and papifts, which was called the Interim. His 
M. Adam. Jfratm oppofition to this project expofed him to many difficul- 
ties and hard (hips 3 the news of which reaching England, 
where his fame had already arrived, Cranmer, archbMhop of 
Canterbury, gave him an invitation to come over, which he 
readily accepted. In 15499 an handfome apartment was 
affigned hito in the unlverfity of Cambridge, and a falary to 
teach theology. King Edward VI. had the greateft regard 
for him. Being tpld that he was very fenfible of the cold of 
this climate, and fu#ered much for want of a German ftove, 
. * he 
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be (ent him an hundred crowns to purchafe one. He died of a 
complication of di /orders on the 27th of February 15 51, 
aged 61, and was buried at Cambridge with great funeral 
pomp. Five years after, in the reign of queen Mary, his 
body was dug up and publickly burnt, and his tomb demo- 
lifted, but it was afterwards let up by order of queen Eliza- 
beth. He married a nun, by whom he had thirteen children. 
This woman dying of the plague, he married another, and, 
according to fame, upon her death he took a third wife. A, 
lift of his numerous writings may be feen in Moreri. 

BUCHANAN, (George) one of the bed Latin poets 
of the fix teen th century, was born in the parifh of Kellerne, in vita pn >- 
in the ihire of Lenox, in Scotland, in the month of February P*» pocma- 
1506. His family, which was never very rich, was foon tw P re&w * 
after, the birth of this fori reduced to great ftraits, by the 
bankruptcy of his grandfather, and the death of his father, 
who left a widow with five fans and three daughters, whom, 
neverthelefs, (he brought up by her prudent management. 
Her brother Mr. James Heriot obferving a promifing genius 
in George when at fchool, fent him to Paris for his educa- 
tion ; but in two years the death of his uncle, and his own ibid. 
bad fiateof health and want of money, forced him to return, 
About a vear after he made a campaign with the .... 
French auxiliaries, in which he fuffered (b many hardfhips 
that he was confined to his bed by ilcknefs all the enfuing 
winter. Early in the fpring he went to St. Andrew's to N 

learn logic under Mr. John Mair, whom he followed in « .. 
fummer to Paris. Here he embraced the Lutheran tenets, 
which at that time began to fpread ; and after ftruggling for 
near two years, with ill fortune, he went in 1526, to teach 
grammar in the college of St. Barbe, which he did for two 
years and an half. The young earl of CaiTeis meeting with 
him, took a liking to his converfation, and valuing his parts, 
kept him with him for five years, and carried him into Scon 
J and. Upon the earl's death, about two years after, Bucha- 
nan was preparing to return to France to refume his ftudies, 
but king James V* detained him, to be preceptor to his natu- Ibid, 
ral fon Jajnes, afterwards the famous earl of Murray, regent 
of Scotland. Some farcafms thrown out againft the Fran- 
cifcan fryars, in a pqeni, intitled, Somnium, which Bucha- 
nan had « written to pafs an idle hour, fo highly ex afpera ted 
them, that they reprefented him as an atheift. This ferved 
only to increafe that diflike which he had already conceived j^ # 
againft them, on account of their irregularities. Some time 
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after the king having difcovered a confpiracy againft his per- 
fon, in which he was perfuaded fome of the Francifcans 
were concerned, commanded Buchanan to write a poem 
againft them. Our poet, unwilling to difoblige either the king 
or the fryars, wrote a few verfes fufceptible of a double inter- 
pretation. But the king was difpleafed, becaufe they were 
not fevere enough, and the others held it a capital oflfence 
fo much as to mention them, but to their honour. The 
king ordered him to write others more poignant, which gave 
occafion to the piece, intitled, Francifcanus, Soon after 
being informed by his friends at court, that the monks fought 
his life ', and that cardinal Beaton Had given the king a Aim 
of money to have him executed, he fled to England. But 
things being there in fuch an uncertain ftate that Lutherans 
and papifts were burnt in the fame fire on the fame 
* • day, whilft Henry VIII. ftudied more his own fafety 
than the purity of religion, he went over to France. 
On his arrival at Paris, he found his inveterate enemy cardi- 
nal Beaton at that court, with thech)ra£ter of ambaflador: 
wherefore he retired privately to Bourdeaux, at the invita- 
tion of Andrew Gbvianus, a learned Portuguefe. He taught 
in the publlck fchool lately ere£ted there three years; ia 
which time he wrote four tragedies, wh ch were afterwards 
occafionally publiftied. The Baptifta was the firft written 
though it was the laft publifhed, and then the Medea of Eu- 
ripides, He wrote them to comply with the rules of the 
fchool, which every year demanded a new fable, and his 
ibid v iew in choofing thefe fubjefts was, to draw oflf the youth of 
France as much as poffible from the allegories, which were 
then greatly in vogue, to an imitation of the ancients, in 
which he fucceeded beyond his hopes. Mean while cardinal 
Beaton fent letters to the archbifhop of Bourdeaux, to caufe 
him to be apprehended - 9 but thefe luckily feH into the hands 
of fome of Buchanan's friends, who prevented their effeft. 
Not long after he went into Portugal with Andreas Go- 
vianus, who had received orders from the king his matter to 
bring him a certain number of men able to teach philofophy 
and claffical learning, in the univerfity he had lately efta- 
blifhed at Coimbra. Every thing went well whilft Govianus 
lived, but after his death, which happened the year following, 
the learned men who followed him, and particularly Bucha- 
nan, who was a foreigner and had few friends, fuflTered every 
kind of ill ufage. Our poet's poem againft the Francifcans 
*W» was objected to him, by his enemies, though they knew no- 
thing of its contents ; the eating of flefh in Lent, which 
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was the common cuftom throughout the whole kingdom, 
was charged upon him as a crime; feme things which he 
had raid glancing at the monks, but at which none but a 
monk would have been offended, were alfo objected againft 
him. It was reckoned a heinous offence in him to have faid 
in a private converfation with fome Portuguefe youths, that 
he thought St. Auftin favoured rather the proteftant, than the 
popifh do&rineof the Eucharift, and two men were brought 
to teftify that he was averie to the Romifh religi m. After 
cavilling with them a year and a half, his enemies, that they 
might not be accufed of groundlefly harraffing a man of repu- 
tation, fent him to a monaftery for fome months, to be bet- 
ter intruded by the monks, who indeed were not bad men, 
Buchanan tells us, but knew nothing of religion. It was In vitM 
chirfiy at this time that he translated the Pfalms of David into propria. 
Latin verfe. Upon obtaining his liberty in 15 5 1, he applied 
to the king for a pafTport, to return to France, but his ma- 
jfcfty afked him to ftay, and fupplied htm with money for his 
Current expences, till he could give him a place. Tired out 
with delays, Buchanan went aboard a (hip, which brought 
him to England, where things were in fuch confufion during 
the minoriy of Edward VI. that he refufed fome very advan- 
tageous offers to ftay here, and went to France in the be- IKI. 
ginning of the year 1552; and in July 1554, he publifhed 
his tragedy of Jephtha, with a dedication to Charles de 
Coffi, marfhalof France; with which the marfbal was fo 
much pleafed, that the year foMowing he fent for Bu- 
chanan into Piedmont, and made him preceptor to 
his fon. Buchanan fpent five years in France with this 
youth, employing his leifure hours in the'ftudy of* the 
fcriptures, thathenrght be the better able to judge of the 
controverfies which at that time divided the chriftiah world. 
He returned to Scotland in 1563, and joined the reformed 
church in that kingdom. In the beginning of 1565, he went 
again to France, from whence he was recalled the year fol- 
lowing, by Mary queen of Scots, who had fixed upon him 
to be preceptor to her fon, when that prince fhould be of 
a proper age to be put under his care, and in the mean time 
made him principal of St. Leonard's college in the univerfity 
of St. Andrews, where he refided four years ; but upon the 
misfortunes of that queen he joined the party of the earl of 
Murray, by whofe order he wrote his Detection, reflecting 
on the queens chara&er and conduft. He was by the ftates 
of the kingdom appointed preceptor to the young king James 
VI. He employed the laft twelve or thirteen years of his 
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, life, in writing the hiftory of his country, in which he hap* 
pily united the force and brevity of $aluft with the perfptcuity 
and elegance of Livy. He died at Edinburgh the 28th of 
February 1582, aged 76. The popifh writers from refent- 
ment of the part he aded with regard to lUary queen of 
. Scots, reprefent him in the moft odious colours ; but Sir. 
^.^25!"' James Melvil, who was of the oppofitc party to him, and 
therefore cannot be fuppoied to be partial in his favour, tells 
us, that Buchanan <l was a ftoic philofopher, who looked 
" not far before him ; a man of notable endowments for his, 
*' learning and knowledge ip Latin poefy, much honoured 
<c in other countries, pleafant in conversion, rehearfing, 
" at all occafions, moralities, fhort and inftrudive, whereof 
* 6 he had abundance, inventing where he wanted. He was 
" alfo religious, but was eadly abufed, and fo facile that he 
" was led by every company that he haunted, which made 
" him factious in his old days, for he fpoke aid wrote as 
" thofe who were about him informed him ; for he was be- 
" come carelefs, following, in many things, the vulgar opi- 
* c nion, for he was naturally popular, and extremely re- 
" vengeful againft any man who had ponded him j which 
* c was his greateft fault." 

Dr. Burnet, in his Hiftory of the reformation, fays of 
him, That though he had been obliged to teach fchool in 
exile for almoft twenty years, yet the greatnefi of his mind 
was not deprefied by that mean employment In his wri- 
tings there appear not only all the beauty and graces of the 
Latin tongue, but a vigour of mind and a quicknefs of 
thought, far beyond Bembo, or the other Italians, who at 
that time affe&ed to revive the purity of the Roman ftyle* 
It was but a feeble imitation of TuJJy in them ; but his uyle 
is fo natural and nervous, and his reflections on things are 
fo foUd (befides his immortal poems, in which he (hews how 
well he could imitate all the Roman, poets in their feveral 
ways of writing, that he who compares them, will be often 
tempted to prefer the copy to the original) that he is juftly 
reckoned the greateft and beft of our modern writers, 

BUDEUS, (William) wasdefcended of anantieat and 
illuftrious family, and born at Paris in 1467. He was 
placed young under matters j butbarbarifm prevailed fo much 
in thefchoolsof Paris, that the young Budeus took a dif- 
like to them, and (pent his whole time in idlenefs, till his 
parents feat him to the univerfity of Orleans to ftudy law. 
Here he palled three years without adding to his knowledge ; 
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for his parents fending for him back to Parts, found his ig- 
norance no lefs than before, and his reluctance to ftudy, and* 
love of gaming and other youthful pleasures, much greater. 
^t"hey talked no more to him of learning of any kind, and. 
as he was heir to a large fortune, left him to follow his in- 
clinations. He was paftonately fond of hunting, and took 
great pleafure in horfes, dogs, and hawks. The fire of 
youth beginning to cool, and his ufual pleasures to pall upon 
iiisfenfes, he was fuddenly feized with an irrefiftible paffion 
for ftudy. tie immediately difpofed of all his hunting equi- 
page* and even abftta&ed himfelf from all bufinefs to ap- 
ply htmfelf wholly to ftudy, in which he made, without any 
aiSftance, a very rapid and amazingprogrefs, particularly ia 
the Latin and Greek languages. The work which gained 
hina greateft reputation was his treatife De afle. His erudi- 
tion and high birth were not his only advantages : he had an 
uncommon {hare of piety, modefty, gentlencfs, and good 
breeding. He took a Angular pleafure in ferving his friends 
and procuring eftabliftiments for men of letters. The French 
king Francis I. often fentforhim, and at his perfuaiion and 
that of Du-Bellay, founded the royal college of France, 
for teaching the languages and fciences. The king fent him 
to Rome with the character of his ambaflador to Leo 3t. 
and in 1522, made him mafter of requefts. The fame year 
he was chofen provoft of the merchants. He died at Paris 
on the 23d of Auguft 1540. He had by his wife four fond 
and two daughters. His works* of which a lift may be feed 
in Moreri, make four volumes in folio, printed at Baiil 

i« 1557- 

BUDGELL, (Eustace) efq; a very ingenious and po~ 
lite writer, was born at St. Thomas near Exeter, about the 
year 1685, and educated at Chrift church college in Oxford. 
His father was Gilbert Budgell, do#or of divinity, defcended 
of an ancient family in Devon (hi re ; his mother Mary, only 
daughter of Dr. William Gulfton, bifhop of Briftol, whole 
fiftet Jane married dean Addifon, and was mother to the 
famous Mr. Addifon fecretary of ftate. After foitie years 
ftay in the univerfity, Mr. Budgell went to London, ana was 
entered of the Inner Temple, in order to be bred to the bar, 
for which his father always intended him ; but infeead of the 
law, he followed his own inclinations, which carried him to 
the ftudy of polite literature, and to the company of the gen- 
teeieft perfons in town. . During his ftav at the Temple, he 
contracted a ftri& intimacy and friendship with Mr. Addifon, 

who 
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who was firft coufm to hs mother ; and when Mr. Addifon 
was appointed fecretary to lord Wharton, the lord lieutenant 
of Ireland, he made an offer to his friend Euftace of going 
with him, as one of the clerks of his office, which Mr. 
Budgell readily accepted. This was in April 1710, when 
be was about twenty -five years of age. He had by this time 
read the cl a flics, the moft reputed hiftorians, and the beft 
French, Englilh, and Italian writers. It was now that Mr. 
Budgell commenced author* and became c ncerned with Sir 
Richard Steele and. Mr. Addifon in writing the Tatler. The 
Spectators being fet on foot in 1710-11, Mr. Budgell had 
likewife a (hare in them, alt the papers marked with an X 
being written by him j as was indeed the whole eighth volume 
oy Addifon and h.mfelf, without the affiftance of Sir Richard 
See the Bee, Steele. Several little epigrams and fongs, which have a good 
J?! U * p " deal of wit in them, together with the epilogue to the Dif- 
trefled Mother, which had a greater run than any thing of 
the kind ever had before, were alfo written by Mr. Budgell 
near this time i all which, together with the known affection 
of Mr. Addifon for him, railed his character fo much, as to 
make him very generally known and talked of. Upon the 
laving down of the Spectator, the Guardian was fet up; and 
in this work our author had a hand along with Mr. Addifon 
and Sir Richard Steele. In the preface it is faid, that thofe 
papers marked with an Afterifk were written by Mr. Bud- 
gell. 

Mr. Budgell having regularly made his progrefs in the fe- 
cretary of ftate's office hi Ireland, upon the arrival of his 
late majefty in England, was appointed under- fecretary to 
Mr. Addifon, and chief fecretary to the lords juftices of Ire- 
land. He was made I ike wife deputy clerk of the counc.l in 
that kingdom ; and foon after chofen member of the Irifli 
parliament, where he became a very good fpeaker. He ac- 
quitted himfelf in all thefe p <>fts with great exa&nefs and abi- 
lity, and with very fingular d.fintereftednefs. In the year 1717, 
when Mr. Addifon became principal fecretary of ftate in 
Englan ? , he procured for Mr. Budgell the place of accomp- 
tant and comptroller general of the revenue in Ireland, and 
might have had bim for his under fecretary -, but it was thought 
more expedient for his majefty's fervice that he fhoulJ con- 
tinue where he was. Mr. Budgell held thefe feveral places 
till the year 1718, at which time the duke of Bolton was 
appointed lord lieutenant His grace earned over with him 
one Mr. Edward Webfter, whom he made a privy counfellor 
and his fecretary. A mifunderftanding arifing on fome ac- 
count 
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count or other between this gentleman and Mr. Budgell* the 
latter treated Mr. Webfcer himfelf, his education, his abili- 
ties, and family, with the utmoft contempt. Mr, Bud gelt 
was indifcreet enough, (for he was naturally proud and full 
of refentment) to write a lampoon, prior to this, in which 
the lord lieutenant was not fpared j and which he publtfhed in 
fpite of all Mr. Addifon could fay again ft it. Hence many 
difcontents arofe between them, till at length the lord 1 eute- 
nant, in fupport of his fecretary, fuperfeded Mr. Budgell, 
and very foon after got him removed from the p'ace of ac- 
comptant-general. Mr. Budgell, not thinking it fafe to con- 
tinue longer in Ireland, fet out for England, and foon after 
h s arrival publifhed a pamphlet, reprefenting his cafe, in- 
titled, A Letter to the Lord * * *, from Euftace Budgell* 
efq; accomptant-general of Ireland, and late fecretary to their 
excellencies the lords juftices of that kingdom : eleven hun- 
dred copies of which were fold off in one day, fo great was 
the curiofity of the public in that part cular. Afterwards in 
the Poftboy of Jan. 17, 1718-19, he publifhed an adver- 
tifement to juftify his character againft reports which had 
been fprcad to his disadvantage; and he did not fcruple to 
declare in all companies, that his life was attempted by his 
enemies, which deterred him from attending his feat in par- 
liament. His behaviour about this time made many of his 
friends conclude him delirious ; his paffions were certainly- 
very ftrong, nor were his vanity and jealoufy lefs fo. Mr. 
Addifon, who had refigned the feals, and was retired into 
the country for the fake of his health, found it impoffible to 
fiem the tide of oppofitian, which was every where running 
againft his kinfman, through, the influence and power of the 
duke of Bolton ; and therefore difluaded him in the ftrongeft 
terms from publifhing his cafe 5 but to no manner of pur- 
pofe, which made him tell a friend in great anxiety, that 
4 ' Mr. Budgell was wifer than any man he ever knew, and 
C€ yet he fuppofed the world would hardly believe, that he 
•' acled contrary to his advice." 

Mr. Budgell's great and noble friend the lord Halifax, 
to whom in 1713 he had dedicated a Tranflation of Theo- 
phraftus's Characters, was 'dead; and lord Orrery, who held 
him in the higheft efteem, had it not in his power to ferve 
him. Mr. Addifon had indeed got a promife from lord Sun- 
derland, that as foon as the prefent clamor was a little abated, 
he would do fomething for him : but that gentleman's death, 
happening in 17 19, put an end to all hopes of fucceeding 
ax court, where he continued neverthelefs to make feveral at- 
tempts, 
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tempts, but was conftantly kept down by the weight of the 
duke of Bolton. In the year 172P, the fetaj year of the 
$outb Sea, Mr. Budgell was alnjoft ruined, for he loft above 
20,000 1. in it. -He tried afterwards to get into parliament 
at fever?! places, and fpent coool. more in unfuccefsful at-. 
- tempts, wqiph compleated his ruin. And from this period 
he began to behave and live in a different manner from what 
he had done before ; wrote libellous pamphlets againft Sir 
Robert Walpole and the miniftry, and did many unjuft things 
in regard to his relations, being diftra$ed in his own private 
fortune, as indeed he was judged to be in his fenfes. In the 
year 1727, Mr. Budgell had a ioool. given him by the late 
S,arah dutchefs dowager of Marlborough, to who(e huiband 
the famous duke of Marlborough he was relation by his mo- 
ther 9 ? fide, with a view to his getting into parliament. She 
knew that he had a talent for fpeajcing in public, that he was 
acquainted with buQnefs, and would probably run any lengths 
againft the miniftry. But this fcheme failed, for h£ cpinNJ 
never get chofen. In the year 1 730 he clofed in with the 
writers againft the acjmimttration, and wrote many papers 
in the Craftfman. He publift)ed alfo about the fame time 
many other piec.es of a political nature. In the year 173 3, 
he began a weekly pamphlet called The Be?, which he con- 
tinued for about a hundred numbers, that bound into eight 
volumes, 8vo, During the progrefs of this work, Dr.. Tin- 
dal's death happened, by whofe will Mr. Budgell had 2000 1. 
left him ; and the world being furprixed at luch a gift froni 
a man intirely unrelated to him, to the exclufion of the next 
heir, a nephew and the Continuator of Rapio's Hiftory of 
England, immediately imputed it tp his making the will hina- 
feifT Thus the fatyrift : 


Budgell charge low Grub-ftreci on my quill, 
1 write whatever he pleafe except my will. 


Let 

And . ,_ _ 

Pqpe. 


It was thought he had fome hand jn pujblifliing Dr. Tin<lal*s 
Christianity as old as the Creation, 5 for he often tajkefd of 
another additional volume on the fame fubjed, but never 
published it. However he ufed to enquire very frequently 
after Dr. Cpneybeare's health, who had been employed by 
her late m2jefty to anfwer the firft volgqie, and rewarded 
with the deajnery of Chrift Church for bis pains ; faying, 
c * he hoppd Mr. Dean would live a little longer, that he 
* c might have the pleafure of making him a bifhop y for he 
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c< intended very foon to publifh the other volume of Tindal, 
** which would certainly do the bufinefc." 

After the ceflation of the Bee, Mr. Budgell became fo in- 
volved in law-fuits, that he was reduced to a very unhappy 
iituation. He got himfelf called to the bar, and attended for 
feme time in the courts of law f but finding himfelf inca- 
pable of making any progreis, and being diftrefled to the 
utmoft, he determined at length to make away with him* 
fetf. Accordingly in die year 1 736, he took a boat at So- 
merfct flairs, after filling his pockets with ftones, and or- 
dered the waterman to fiioot the bridge ; and while the boat 
,was going under, threw himfelf into the river, where he 
penned immediately. Several days before he had been vifi- 
bly diftra&ed in his mind, and almoft mad, which makes 
fuch an a&ion the left wonderful. He was never married* 
but left one natural daughter behind him, who afterwards 
took his name, and was lately an a&refs at Drury-lane. 
Tlie morning before he committed this adt upon himfelf, he 
^endeavoured to perfuadethis lady to accompany him ; which 
Ae however very wifely rcfiifed. ' Upon his beauroe was 
found a flip of paper, on which were written thefe words: 

What Cato did, and Addifon approved, 
Cannot be wrong. 

Mr. Budgell as a writer is very agreeable and defending ; 
not argumentative or deep, but very ingenious and en* 
tertaining : and his ftile is fo peculiarly elegant, that it 
may in that refped be almoft ranked with Addifon^ 
and is certainly fuperior to that of mod Englifh writers. 

BUFALMACO (Boramjcq) an eminent Italian painter, 
who was as pleafant in his converfatioii, as he was ingenious 
ki his competitions, A friend, whofe name was Bruno, con- 
fuking him one day how he might give more expreffion to 
his fubjed, Bufulmaco anfwered, that he had nothing to do, 
but to make the words come out of the mouths of his figures 
by labels, on which they might be written. Bruno, think- 
ing hkn in earneft, did fo, as feveral foolijh painters did af- 
ter htm ; who, improving ypon Bruno, added anfwers to 
queftions, and made their figures enter ijpto a kind of convex* 
fetion. Bufahnaco died in the year 1 340. 

BULL, 
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T BULL (George) biflbop of St. David's, defderided from 

GtorgeBull, an anc * cnt family ftv SorocrfetQiire, and born at Wells in that 
Jfce. by Ro- county, March 25, 163^. .His father dying when hewas 
fertNelfon,. b ut f our years old j he was. left with an eftatc of 200I. a year, 
*^* ** * to the care of guardians, by whom he was firft placed at a 
grammar fchool in Wells, and afterwards at the free- fchool 
of Tiverton in Devonfliire. He was entered a commoner 
W«*L } n Exeter college, Oxford, July, jo* 1648. Being now 
tranfplanted from the ftri&eft difcipline to more manly liberty, 
he negle&ed his ftudies to purfue pleafure; but fliil his ge- 
nius difcovered itfelf* As he had naturally a clofe ftrong way 
of rcafoningy he foon made himfelf mailer of logic, and 
gained the reputation of a fmart difputant. Refuting to take 
the oath to the commonwealth of England, (a) he retired in 
January 1649, w * tn ^b tutor Mr. Ackland, to Nbrth-Cad- 
bury in Somerfetihire. In this retreat, which lafted till he 
was. 19 years of age, he had frequent conversation with one 
of his fitters, whofe good (tn(e and incomparable parts were 
directed by the mod folid piety. By her affectionate recom- 
rnendatibn to her brother of that religion her own conduct 
fo ; mucb adorned* (he. won him from every tin&ure of light- 
nefs and vanity, and influenced him to a ferious profecution 
Mellon, of his ftudies. He now put himfelf, by the advice of 
his guardians, under the care, and boarded in the 
houfe of Mr. William Thomas, (b) . redor of Ubley 
in Somerfetihire, from whom he received little or no real 
improvement ; but the acquaintance he made with his tutor's 
fon Mr: Samuel Thomas made fome amends : This gentle- 
man perfuaded Mr. Bull to read Hooker, Hammond, Taylor, 
and Epi copius, with which he fupplied him, though at the 

-(a) The kingly office being abo- law, and to be di fabled from fuing 

lifted upon the ipurther of . king in any court. Nelfon's life of btfhop 

Charles I. it was declared, that for Bull. 

the time 1 to come England fhould be (b) This gentleman then was in 

governed as a commonwealth by par- great reputation for his piety, and 

liament ; and this oath was prepar- efteemed one of the chief minifters of 

ed, and ordered to be taken by the his time in the neighbourhood where 

fubjects, that they would be true and he lived j he was always reckoned a 

faithful to the commonwealth of puritan, and clofed with the preiby 

England, as it was then e/tablimed, terian meaflires in 1642, and was 

without a king or houfe of lords, appointed an afiiftant to the com- 

Whoever refufed to take this engage- miftioners for ejecting, fuch whom 

ment, was difqualifled thereby from they called fcandalous, ignorant, and 

holding any place or office in the infumcient minifters and fchoolmaf- 

church or in ftate ; and they jad^o ters. He lived to be ejected himfetf 

had no employment to lofe, were to for nonconformity, and died in 

b» deprived of the benefit of the 1667. Nelfon. 

hazard 
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hazard of his father's difpleafure, who never found any of 
thofe books in his ftudy without difcovering vifible marks of 
his difpleafure, and eafily gueffing from what quarter they 
came, would often fay, c My fun will corrupt Mr. Bull/ 
About two years after he had quitted Mr. Thomas, he was 
by Dr. Skinner the ejedted bifhop of Oxford, ordairied dea- 
con and prieft in one day, being at that time twenty-one 
years of age ; after which he accepted the benefice of St. 
George's near Briftol, worth about 30 1. a year. A little 
occurrence, foon after his com ng to this living, contributed 
greatly to eftablifli his reputation as a preacher. One Sun- 
day, when he had begun his fermon, as he was turning over 
his bible to explain fome texts of fcripturc, which he had 
quoted, his notes, which were wrote on feveral fmall pieces of 
paper, flew out of his bible into the middle of the church i 
many of the congregation fell into laughter, concluding that 
their young preacher would be nonpluffed for want of mate- 
rials ; but fome of the mofe fober and better-natured fort ga- 
thered up the fcattered notes, and carried them to him in the 
pulpit. Mr. Bull took them ; and perceiving that raoft of 
the audience, confiding chiefly of fea- faring perfons, were 
rather inclined to triumph over him under that furprife, he 
clapped them into his book again, and fhut it, and then, 
without referring any more to them, went on with the fubje& 
he had begun. Another time while he was preaching, aNclfoa. 
quaker came into the church, and in the middle of the fer- 
mon, cried out, ' George, come down, thou art a falfe pro- 
* ,phet and an hireling ;* whereupon the parifhioners, who 1 ^* 
loved their minifter exceedingly, fell upoh the poor Quaker 
with fuch fury, as obliged Mr. Bull to come down otit of 
the pulpit to quiet them, and to fave him from the effedte of 
their refentment : after which, he went up again and finifbed 
his fermon. The prevailing fpirit of thofe times Would not 
admit of the public and regular ufe of the book of Common- 
Prayer; but Mr. Bull formed all his* public devotions out of 
the book of Common -Prayer, and was commended as a per* 
fon who prayed by the fpirit, by many who condemned the 
Common-prayers as a beggarly element and carnal perform- 
ance. A particular inftance of this happened to him, uport 
his being fent for to baptize the child of a diflenter in his 
parifh. Upon this oceafion, he made ufe of the office of 
baptifm as prefcribed by the church of England, which he 
had got intirely by heart, and which he went through with 
fo much readinefs, gravity, and devotion, that the whole 
company were exueamly affedled. After the ceremony, the 
Vol. II. £ e father 
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father of the child returned him a great many thanks, inti- 
mating at the fame time, with how much greater edification 
thofe prayed, who intirely depended upon the fpirit of God 
for his affiftance in their extempore effufions, than they did 
who tied themfelves up to premeditated forms; and that, if 
he had not made the fign of the cro fs, the badge of popery, 
as he called it, nobody could have formed the leaft objection 
to his excellent prayers. Upon which Mr. Bull (hewed him 
the office of baptifm in the liturgy, wherein was contained 
„ every prayer he had ufed on thatoeeafion ; which with other 
arguments offered by Mr. Bull, in favour of the Common- 
Prayer, wrought fo effectually upon the good old man, and 
his whole family, that from that time they became conftant 
attendants on the publick fervice of the church. 

In 1658, Mr- Bull married a daughter of Mr. Alexander 
Gregory, minitter of Cirencefter, and the fame year was 

Kreferited by the lady Pool to the rectory of Suddington St. 
lary near Cirencefter. In 1659, being privy to the defigns • 
in favour of king Charles, his houfe was chofe for one of the 
places of meeting. After the reftpration in 1662, he Was 
prefented by the lord chancellor to the vicarage of Sudding- 
ton St. Peters, at the requeft of his diocefan, Dr. Nicholfon 
bifhop of Glouceftef. During the twenty feven years Mr. 
Bull was rector of Suddington, he compofed jnoft of his 
works, feveral tracts of which are entirely loft through his 
own neglect in preferving them. In 1669, he publi(hed his 
Harmonia Apoftolica. In 1675, came abroad" his Examen 
Cenfurae, &c. and Apologia pro Harmonia ; in anfwer to two 
authors who had written againft his apoftolica 1 harmony. 
About three years after, he was promoted by the e^rl of Not- 
tingham, then lord chancellor, to a prebend in the church of 
ploucefter. In 1 685, he publifhed his Defenfio fidei Nicenae. 
Five years after the publication of this book, Mr. Bull was 
-prefented by Philip Shieppard, efqj to the living of Avening 
in Gloucefterfhire, worth 200I. a year. 

June the 10th, the univerfity of Oxford, for the great fer- 
vices he had done the whole church, by his excellent defence 
pf the Nicean faith, conferred on him the degree of doctor of 
divinity j and the 20th of the fame month, he was inftalled 
into the archdeaconry of Uandaff, to which he was preferred 
by archbifhop Sancroft. He preached very warmly againft 
popery in king James the lid's reign, and after ..the revolu- 
tion was put into. the commiflion of the peace. In 1694, 
.while rector of Avening, he publifhed his Judicium, ecclefise 

Cfuho- 
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Catholic© (c). His laft work was Primitiva apoftolica tra- 
ditio dogmaris in ecclefia catholicc recepti de J. C. falvatoris 
. hoftri divinatione ; which with his other Latin works was 
-printed in 1703.(1*) April 29, 1705, he was promoted to 
, the fee of St. Davids. A few, months after his confecration 
he went down to his diocefe, where he conflantly after re- 
fided till he left the world, February 17th, 1709. Of ele- 
. ven children only two furvived him. All his works have been 
publiflicd fince his death by Mr. Nelfon, who gives him the 
following charader. He was tall of feature, and in his younger 
years thin and pale, but fuller and more fanguine in the mid- 
dle and latter part of his age ; his fight quick and ftrong, and 
-his conuHtution firm and vigorous, till indefatigable, reading, 
and nocturnal flu dies had impaired, and at length quite ex- 
tinguifhed the one, and fubjeded the other to many iniirmi- 
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(c) Mr. Nelfrn, ibon after the 

, publication of his work, fent it as a 
prcfent to Mr. Bofluet, bi/hop of 
Meaux. That prelate communicated 
it to feveral other French biihops, the 
refult of which, was, that Mr. Nel- 
fon wae defired, in a letter from the 
bimop of Meaux, not only to return 
Dr. Bull his humble thanks, but the 
unfeigned congratulations alio of the 
whole clergy of France, then af- 

.fembled at St. Germains, for the great 
fervlce he had done to the cath lick 
church, in fo well defending her de- 
termination, concerning the necefiity 

-of believing the divinity of the Ton 
of God. In that letter the bifhop of 
Meaux expreffes himfelf in the fol- 
lowing terms : * Dr. Bull's perform- 

'* ince is admirable, the matter he 
' treats of could not be explained 
' with greater learning and judg- 

* mem, but there is one thing I 
' wonder at, which is, that fo great 

•* a man, who fpeaks fo advantage- 
-' oofly of . the church, of falvation 
' which is obtained only in unity 
' with her, and of the infallible ,af- 

* flftance of the Holy Ghoft in the 
'* council of Nice, whi* h infers the 
' fame a (Ma nee for all others af- 
/ fcmbled in the fame church, can 
' continue a moment without ac- 
'. knowledging her. Or, let him tell 
* me, fir, what he means by the 

E 2 


' term catholic church ? Is it the 
' church of Rome, and thofe that 
' adhere to her ? Is it the church of 
' England ? Is it a confufed heap of 

* focieties, feparated the one froo* 
' the other? And how can they be 
' that kingdom of Chrift, not divi- 

■* ded againft itfelf, and which ihall 
' never perim ? It would be a great 
' fatisfa&on to me to receive fome 
€ anfwer upon this fubjeel, that might 
' explain the opinion of fo weighty 

* and folid an author ?* Dr. Bull an- 
fwered the queries propofed in this 
letter ; but juft as his anfwer came 
to Mr.Nelfon's hands, the bimop 
died. However, Dr. Bulls Anfwer 
was publifhed, and a fecond edition 
printed at London, 1707, in nmo, 
under tbe following title : The cor- 
ruptions of the church of Rome, in 
relation to ecclefiaftical government, 
the rule of faith, and form of divine 
worth ip t In anfwer to the bimop of 
Meaux's Queries. 

(o; In one volume in folio j un- 
der the care and infpc&ion of Dr. 
John Erneft Grabe, the author's age 
and infirmities disabling him from 
undertaking this edition. The inge- 
nious editor added many learned an- ' 
notations, and an excellent preface. 
.All his works have been published 
together, in folio, fince his death . by 
Mr, Nelfon, 
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ties ; for his fight failed him intirely* and, his ftrength to a 
great degree, feme years before he died. But whatever bo- 
dily difpofitions, he contraded, his head was always free, and 
remained unaffected to the laft. In the temperature and com- 
plexion of his body, that of melancholy feemed to prevail, 
but never To far as to indifpofe him for ftudy and converfation. 
The vivacity of his natural temper expofed him to (harp and 
fudden fits of anger, which were of but ftort continuance, 
and fufficiently attoned for by the goodnefs and tendernefs of 
his nature towards all his domefticks. He had a firmnefs and 
conftancy of mind, which made him not eafily moved, when 
he had once fixed his purpofes and resolutions. He had early 
a true fenfe of religion ; and though he made a fliort excur- 
fion into the paths of vanity, yet he was intirely recovered a 
confiderable time before he entered into holy orders. His 
great learning was tempered with that modeft and humble 
opinion of it, that made it fhine with greater luftre. His ao 
tions were no lefs inftru£tive than his converfation ; for his 
exa& knowledge of the holy fcriptures, and the writings of 
the primitive fathers of the church, had fuch an influence up- 
on his pradice, that it was indeed an intire, and beautiful 
image of the prudence and probity, fimplicity and benignity, 
humility and charity, purity and piety, of the primitive 
chriftians. During his laft ficknefs, his admirable patience 
under exquifite pains, and his continual prayers, made it evi- 
dent that his mind was much fuller of God than of his ill— 
. nefs ; and he entertained thofe that attended him with fuch 
lively defcriptions of religion, and another world, as if he 
had a much clearer view, than ordinary of what he be- 
lieved. 

* 

Jd!e 8K £ BULL (John) was defccnded from a family of that name 
fefiors oF~' in Somerfetfliire, and born about the year 1563. Having 
Greiham- early discovered a genius for mufick, he was placed when very 
college, p. young^under Mr. Walloon Blitheman, an eminent mafter in 
*"* that fcience, and organift in the rhapel to queen Elisabeth. 

July 9, 1 586, he was admitted batchelor of mufick at Ox- 
ford ; which, according to Mr. Wood he had pra&ifed for 
fourteen years. Wood adds, * that he would have proceed- 
ed in that univerfity, had he not met with clowns and ri~ 
* gid puritans there, that could not endure church mufick/ 
He took the degree of dodor of mufick at Cambridge ; and 
in J 59 1 , on the death of Mr* Blitheman, was appointed or- 
ganift of the queen's chapel. In the year following, he was 
incorporated dodor of mufick at Oxford. Upon the efta- 
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blifhment of Grefham college, Dr. Bull was chofen the firft 
profeflbr of mufick there about the beginning of March 1596, Wood, 
by the recommendation of queen Elizabeth, and not being ubi fui * rat 
able to fpeak in Latin, he was permitted to deliver his lee* 
tares altogether in Englifh : In 1601, his health being fo far 
impaired, that he was unable to perform the duty of his 
place, he went to travel, having obtained leave to fubftitute 
a deputy. He continued abroad above a year, during which 
interval, the remarkable occurrence related of him by Mr. 
Wood probably happened. The ftory as he tells it is thus. 
Dr. Bull took occafion to go incognito into France and 
Germany. At length, hearing of a famous mufician be- 
longing to a certain cathedral (at St. Omers as I have heard) 
he applied himfelf as a novice to him, to learn fomething 
of his faculty, and to fee and admire his works. This 
mufician, after fome difcourfe had palled between them, 
conduced Bull to a veftry, or mufick fchool, joining to the 
cathedra], and (hewed to him a leflbn or fong of forty parts, 
and then made a vaunting challenge to any perfon in the 
world to add one more part to them ; fuppofing it to be fo 
complete and full, that it was impoffible for any mortal 
man to correct or add to it. Bull thereupon defiring the 
ufe of ink and ruled paper, fuch as we call mufical paper, 
prayed the mufician to lock him up in the fchool for two or 
three hours ; which being done, not without great difdain 
by the mufician ; Bull, in that time, or lefs, added forty 
more parts to the faid leflbn or fong. The mufician there* 
upon being called in, he viewed, tried it, and retried it. 
At length he burft out into a great extafy, and fworc by the 
great God, that he that added thofe forty parts ir.uft either 
be the devil or Dr..Bull. Whereupon Bull making him- 
felf known, the mufician fell down and adored him. Af- 
terwards continuing there, and in thofe parts for a time, he 
became fo much admired, that he was courted to accept 
of any place or preferment, fuitable to his profeflion, either, 
within the dominions of the emperor, king of France, or 
Spain. But the tidings of thefe tranfa&ions coming to the 
Errglifh court, queen Elizabeth commanded him home/ 
That part of the ftory, relating to the forty parts, faid to Ward# 
have been added by Dr. Bull, in two or three hours, has 
been reje&ed by our beft artifts in mufick, as a thing wholly 
improbable. And the account they give of it as handed down 
to them by tradition; is this, that the leflbn or fong, when 
delivered to the dodtor, confided of fixteen parts, to which 
he added four others. This, confidering the fulnefc of thp 
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piece before, and the fliortnefs. of time in which he macfe 
thofe additions) is efteemed by them an extraordinary per- 
formance, and what might jufHy occaiion the greateft fur- 
prize in the mufician upon the firft fight of it. 

After the death df queen Elizabeth, he became chief orga-r 
nift to king James I. December 20, 1697, he refigned bis 
profeflbrfhtp of Grefham college, but for what reafon is not 
known. The reign of queen Elizabeth brought forth a no- 
ble birth, as of all learned men, fo of famous compofers in 
church- mafick. This was very probably owing to the en- 
couragement given by that princefs to this art in common 
with others, as well by her example as favour ; for flbe was- 
not only a lover of muficlc, but likewife (killed in it hcrfelf : 
but the efteem pf that fcience began to fink very much in 
the following reign ; fo that feveral m afters, in publifliing 
their compofitions, complain of the great want of court pa- 
trons at that time, and therefore dedicate their works to one 
Vard. another. This might probably induce Dr. Bull afterwards* 
to leave England, upon finding kfs regard fhewn to his art 
here than had been formerly. In 1613, he went into the 
Netherlands, where he was received into the fervice of the- 
archduke. Mr. Wood fays, < he died at Hamburgh, or, as 
* others, who remember him, have faid. at Lubeck/ His 
eminent abilities in his profeflion, and the great regard which 
was fhewn to his compofitions, may in fome meafure appear 
from the number and variety of his pieces that are yet pre- 
ferved, a lift of which may be feeri in Mr. Ward's life of 
, the do&or. 

• 

BULLIALDUS (Ismael) a very celebrated aftronomer 
and philofopher, was bom at Laon in the ifle of France, on' 
the 28th of September 1603. He travelled in his youth for 
the fake of improving himfelf in natural knowledge ; and af- 
terwards publiftied feveral works. 1. De natura lucis, at 
Paris, in 1638. 2. PhiJolaus: divided into four books; in* 
which he endeavours to eftablifh the Philolaic fyftem of the 
worlds which Copernicus had revived. This was printed at 
Amfterdam in 1639. 3. Aftronomia Philolaica; opus no- 
vum, in quo motus planetarum per novam et veram hypothe- 
fin demonftrantur, &c. Additur novus methodus computandi 
eclipfes folares, &c. Paris 1645. In the prolegomena to this 
work, he describes curforily the rife and progrefs of agrono- 
my. He takes particular notice of Kepler, whofe fagacity 
in eftablifhing the fyftem of the world he greatly admires ; 
yet complains of him, and juftly, for fometimes deferring 
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geometrical, and having recaurfe to phyfical folutions. Ric- 
cioJus in the Preface to his Almageft, tells us, that Bullialdus Almag. 
had fcarcely publifhed his New method of calculating eclipfes, Vt p * 
when he had the mortification to obferve an eclipfe of the. 
fun, deviating confiderably from his own calculations. This, 
eclipfe happened upon the 21ft of Auguft in 1645. 4* Aftro- 
riomise Philolaicae fundamenta clarius explicata & aflerta ad-' 
verfus Zothi Wardi impugnationem. Paris 1657. In the be- 
ginning of this work, he fhewed from four eftablifhed obfer- 
vations of Tycho Brahe, that Ward's hypothefis could be 
brought to agree with the phenomena of Mars. This was 
Seth Ward, bifhop of Exeter, and afterwards of Salifbury. 
Bullialdus publifhed alfo another piece or two upon geome- 
try and Arithmetic. In the year 1661, he paid Hevelius 4 
vifit at Dantzic, for the fake of feeing his optical and aftro- 
nomical apparatus; Afterwards he became a prefbyter at Pa- 
ris, and died there upon the 25th of November 1694. 

BULLEYN (William) a learned phyfician and botanift 
in the reigns of king Edward VI. queen Mary, and queen 
Elizabeth, was defcended from an ancient family, and bora 
in the Ifle of Ely about the beginning of Henry the VHIth's 
reign. He was bred ur> at the univcrfity of Cambridge, as^" 1 ** 
ibme fay ; at Oxford according to others j but the truth feemsHiBernicju 
to be, that both thofe nurferies of learning had a (hare in. 
his education. We know but little of this perfon, though 
he was famous in his profeffion, and a member of the col- 
lege of phyficians in London, except what we are able to coi- 
led* from his works. Tanner fays, that he was a divine as 
Well as a phyfician ; that he wrote a book againft tranfub- 
ftantiation; and that in June 155°* he was inducted into the 
redtory of Blaxhall in Suffolk, which he refigned in Novem- 
ber , S54» From his works we.learn 5 that he had been a 
traveller over feveral parts of Germany, Scotland, and efpe- 
cially England ; and he feems to have made it his bufinefs, to 
acquaint himfelf with the natural hiftory of each place, with 
the produdts of their foil, efpecially vegetables. It appears, 
however, that he was more permanently fettled at Durham, 
where he prafticed phyfick wjth great reputation j and, a- 
mong others of the moft eminent inhabitants, was in great 
favour with fir Thomas Hilton, knight, baron of Hilton, to 
whom he dedicated a book in the laft year of queen Mary's 
reign. In the year 1660, he went to London; where, to, 
his infinite furprife, he found himfelf accufed, by Mr. Wilt 
}iam Hilton of Biddick, of having murdered his brother, the. 
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baron aforefaid; who really died among his own friends, o* 
a malignant fever. The innocent do&or was eafily cleared ; 
yet did not his enemy ceafe to thirft after his blood, but hired 
ibme ruffians to a (Tallin ate him* But this alfo proving inef- 
fectual, the fa d William Hilton arretted Dr. Bulleyn in an 
Th. Bui- aftion, and confined him in prifon a long time ; where he 
JcyW pre- wrote fome of thofe medical treatifes, which (hall be men- 
ace to his tioned juft now. He was a very learned, experienced, and 
Defence &c *ble phyfician. He was very intimate with the works of th* 
ancient phyficians and naturalifts, both Greek, Roman, and 
Arabian. He was alfo a man of probity and piety ; and, 
though he lived in the times of popery, does not appear to 
have been tainted with its principles. He died upon the 7th 
of January 1576, and was buried in the faroe grave with his 
brother Richard Bulleyn a divine, who died thirteen years be- 
fore, in the church of Giles Cripplegate, There is an in- 
fcription on their tomb, with fome Latin verfes in praife of 
them, wherein they are faid to be men famous for their learn- 
ing and piety : of Dr. Bulleyn particularly it is faid, that he 
was always ready to accommodate the poor, as well as the 
rich, with medicines for the relief of their diftempers. 

He wrote, 1. <b The government of health." 1558, 8vo. 
a. " Regimen againft the pleurify." 1562, 8 vo. 3. " Bul- 
* c wark of defence againft all ficknefs, forenefs, arid wounds, 
** that daily affault mankind," &c. 1562, folio. This work 
confifts of, firft, u The book of compounds,*' with a table 
of their names, and the apothecaries rules or terms ; fecond- 
ly, ** The book of the ufe of fick men and medicines," 
before which is prefixed, a wooden print of an old man, in 
a fur^bwn, and a flat bonnet, his purfe or fcrip by his fide, 
fupporting himfelf on his ftaff, and a death's head at his feet. 
Thefe are both compofed in dialogues between ficknefs and 
health. Then follows, thirdly, u The book of fimples," 
being an Herbal in the form of a dialogue ; at the end of 
which are the wooden cuts of fome plants, and of fome lira- 
becks or ftills ; and, fourthly, " A dialogue between fbre- 
*' nefsand chirurgery, concerning impoftumations and wounds, 
€ * and their caufes and cures." This tradl has three wooden 
cuts in it ; one reprefenting a man's body on the forepart, 
full of fores and fwellings j the other, in like manner, behind j 
the third is alfo a human figure, in which the veins are feen, 
direfled to, and nartied, which are to be opened in phlebo- 
tomy. 4. " A dialogue both pleafant and pitiful, wherein is 
** {hewed a godly regimen againft the plague, with confola- 
t' latiqns and comfort againft death." 1564, 8vo. Some 
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other pieces of a fmaller nature are afcribed to Dr. Bulleyn ; 
but as they are of very little confequence, we do not think it 
worth while to be minute in our inquiries about them. 

BULLINGER (Henry) was born at Brengarten, a vil- 
lage near Zurech, in Switzerland, the 1 8th of July, 1504. 
At the age of twelve he was fent by his father to Embrtck, 
to be inftru&ed in grammar-learning. After continuing here 
three years, he went to Cologn. At this time his father to 
make him feel for the diftrefles of others, and be more frugal 
and modeft in his drefs, and temperate in his diet, with- 
drew that money with which he was wont to fupply him, fo 
that Bullinger was forced, according to the cuftom of thofe 
times, to fubfift on the alms he got by Tinging from door to 
door. At Cologn he ftudied logic, and commenced batche- 
lor of arts at fixteen years old. He afterwards betook him- 
felf to the ftudy of divinity and canon law, and to the read- 
ing of the fathers. He had early formed a defign of turning 
Carthufian, but the writings of Melan&hon, and other re- 
formers, made him change his refolution, and gave him a 
diflike to the dodrines of the church of Rome, from which, 
however, he did not immediately fcparate In 1522, he 
commenced matter of arts, and returning home, he fpent 
a year in his father's houfe, wholly employing himfelf in his 
(tudies. The year after, he was called by Jonar abbot of 
Kapella near Zurich, to teach in his convent, which he did 
with great reputation, for four years. He was very inftru- 
mental in caufing the reformation of Zuevius to be received, 
A. D. 1526, in the abbey of Kapella. In 1527* he attended 
the le&ures of Zuinglius at Zurich, during five months. He 
was with Zuinglius at the famous difputation held at Bern 
in 1^28. The year following, he was called to be minuter 
of the proteftant church, in his native place at Bengarten, 
and married a wife, who brought him fix fons, and five 
daughters, and died in 1564. He met with great oppofition 
from the papifts aud anabaptifts in his parifh. The vidory 
gained by the Romifh cantons over the proteftants in a battle 
fought 1521, forced him, together with his father, brother, 
and colleague, to fly to Zurich, where he was chofen paftor 
in the room of Zuinglius, (lain in the late battle. He died 
September 17, 1575. Befides printed works, which fill ten 
volumes, he left many in manufcript. He greatly aflifted 
the Englifh divines who fled into Switzerland from the per- 
fecution raifed in England by queen Mary. His confutation 
of the pope's bull excommunicating queen Elizabeth, has 
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b.een tfanflated into Englifh. The magistrates of Zurich,, txf 
his perfuafion, erefted a new college, in 153^. He alfo pre- 
vailed with them to ere£t, in a place that had formerly been 
a nunnery, a new fchool, in which fifteen youths were train** 
ed up under an able en after, and fupplied with food, raiment, 
and other neceflaries. In 1549, he by hie influence, hinder- 
ed the Swifs from renewing their league with Henry II. of 
France; reprefenting to them that it was neither juft nor law- 
ful for a man to fuffer himfelf to be hired to (hed another 
man's bood, who generally was innocent, and from whom 
himfelf had never received any injury. 

BUNEL (Peter) was born at Tpuloufe. He ftudied in 
the college of Coqueret at Paris, where he was diftinguifhed 
by his fine genius. On his returning to Touloufe, finding 
his family unable to maintain him, he went to Padua, where 
he was fupported by Emilius Perrot. He was afterwards ta- 
ken into the family of Lazarus de Baif the French ambafla- 
dor at Venice, by whofe generofity, he was not only fubfift- 
ed, but enabled to ftudy the Greek tongue. Afterwards he 
ftudied Hebrew. George de Selve, bifhop of Lavaur, who 
fucceeded de Baif as ambaffador, retained Bunel in his fer- 
vice, and when his embafly was finifhed carried him with him 
to Lavaur. Upon the death of that prelate, which happened 
in 1 5 41, Bunel returned to Touloufe, where he would have 
been reduced to the greateft indigence, had not Mefiieurs de 
Faur, the patrons of virtue and fcience, extended their libe- 
rality to him unaiked. One of thefe gentlemen appointed 
him tutor to his fons 5 but whilft he was making the tour of 
Morer?. Italy with them, he was cut off at Turin by a fever, in the 
year 1^461 aged 47, Mr. Bayle fays, r.hat he was one of 
the politeft writers of the Latin tongue in the fixteenth cen- 
tury ; but though he was advantageoufly diftirjgutfhed by the 
eloquence of his Ciceronian (tile, he was ftill more fo by the 
ftriclnefs of his morals. The magiftrat.es of his native town 
of Touloufe fet up a marble ftatue to his memory in their 
town-houfe. He left fome Latin epiftles written with the 
utmoft purity, which were firft published by Charles Stephens 
in 1521, and afterwards by Henry Stephens in '1581. Ano- 
Ibid. ther, but a more incorredl edition, was printed at Touloufe 

in 1687, with notes hy Mr. Gravero, advocate of Nimes. 

Continuatt- BUNYAN (Jo hm) author of the juftly admired allegory 
on of his f t h e Pilgrim's progrefs, was born at Eliio.w, near, Bedford, 
Vol. il! S ' tnc J ear 1628. His parents, though very jnean, took care to 
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give htm that learning which was fuitable to their condition, 
bringing him up to read and write ; he quickly forgot both, 
abandoning himfelf to all manner of wickednefs, but not 
without frequent checks of confcience. One day being at 
play with his companions (the writer of Jits life tells us) a 
voice fuddeniy darted from heaven into his foul, faying* 

* Wilt thou leave thy fins and go to heaven, or have thy 

* fins and go to hell/ This put him into fuch a coniierna* 
tion, that he immediately left his fpart, and looking up to 
heaven, thought he faw the Lord Jefus looking down upon 
him, as one highly difpleafed with him, and threatening hint 
with fome grievous punifhment for his ungodly practices. At 
another time, whilft he was belching out oaths, he was fe- 
ver el y reproved by a woman, who was herfelf a notorious 
firmer, who told him he was the uglieft fellow for fwearing 
that ever (he heard in all her life, that he was able to fpoil 
all the youth of the town, if they came but into his compa- 
ny. This reproof commg from a woman whom he knew to- 
be very wicked, filled him with fecret fhame, and wrought 
more with him than many that had been given him before by 
thofe that were fober and godly, and made him, from that 
time, very much refrain from -it. His father brought him up 
to hw own buiinefs, which was that of a tinker. Being a> 
foldtcr in the parliament army, at the ftege of Leicefter, in 
1645, he was drawn out to ftand centinel ; but another fol- f^id* 
dier of his company defired to take his place, to which he 
agreed, and thereby probably efcaped being (hot through the 
head by a mufket-ball, which took off his comrade. About 
the year 1655, he was admitted a member of a baptift con- 
gregation at Bedford, and foon after chofen their preacher. 

Jn 1660, being convicted at the feflions of holding unlawful 
affemblies and conventicles, he was fentenced to perpetual 
banifhment, and in the mean time committed to goal, from Ibld - 
which he was difcharged after a confinement of twelve years 
and an half, by the companionate interpofttion of Dr. Barlow, 
bifhop of London. During his imprisonment, his own hand 
miniftred to his neceffities, making many an hundred grofs of 
long-tagged thread laces, which he had learned to do fince 
his confinement. At this time he alfo wrote many of 
his traces. Afterwards, being at liberty, he made it a great Jb -. 
part of his bufinefs to travel into feveral parts of England., 
to vifit and confirm the brethren, which procured him the 
epithet of bilhop Bunyan. When the declaration of James * 
\L for liberty of confcience was publiflied, he, by the con- 
tributions of his followers, built a meeting-houfe in Bedford, 
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and preached conftantly to a numerous audience. He died 

**■*• in London of a fever, on the 31ft of Auguft, 1688, aged 

fixty. He had by his wife four children, one of whom 

Bunyaiu named Mary, was blind. This daughter, he faid, iay 

nearer his heart whilft he was in prifon, than all the reft, 

and that the thought of her enduring hardfhip would be 

fometimes almoft ready to break his heart, but that God great- 

jcr. xlw. ix. ly fupported him by thefe two texts of fcriptures, * Leave thy 

and Chap. 4 fatherlefs children, I will preferve them alive ; and let thy 

* T * IX * 4 widows truft in me. The Lord faid, verily it (hall go 

* well with thy remnant ; verily I will caufe the enemy to 
« entreat thee well in the time of evil.* His works are col- 
)e£)ed irk two volumes in folio, printed at London in 1736-7. 
The continuator of his life, in the fecond of thofe volumes, 
tells us that ' he appeared in countenance to be of a flern 
« and rough temper; but in his converfation mild and af- 
1 fable ; not given to loquacity, or much difcourfe in com- 

* pany, unlefs fome urgent occafion required it; obferving 
1 never to boaft of himfelf or his parts ; but rather feem 

* low in his own eyes 9 and fubmit himfelf to the judgment 
c of others ; abhorring lying and fwearing ; being juft in all 
c that lay in his power to his word ; not feeking to revenge 

* injuries, loving to reconcile differences, and making friend- 

* fhip with all. He had a (harp quick eye; accompanied 

* with an excellent difcerning of perfons, being of good. 
1 judgment and quick wit. As for his perfon, he was tall 
4 of ftature, ftrong boned, though not corpulent : fomewhat 

* of a ruddy face, with fparkling eyes, wearing his hair on 

* his upper*! ip, after the old Britifh fafhion ; his hair reddifh, 

* but in his latter days time had fprinkled it with grey ; 

* his nofe well-fer, but not declining or bending, and his 
c mouth moderate large ; his forehead fomething high, and 

* his habit always plain and modeft,' 

BURNET, (Gilbert) bilhop of Salifbury, was born 
at Edinburgh, Sept. 18, 1613. His father was the younger 
brother of an antient family in Aberdeenfhire, and bred to 
the civil law, in which, though he made no (hining figure at 
the bar, his modefty depreffing too much his abilities, he 
raifcd himfelf to fo great a reputation, that at the reftoration 
of king Charles II. he was, in reward of his conftant attach- 
ment to the royal party, appointed one of the lords of feffion 
at Edinburgh. His mother was fitter to the famous Sir Alex- 
ander Johnftoun, and a warm zealot for prefbytery. Mr. 
Burnet being out of employment, by reafon of his refuting 
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to acknowledge Cromwell's authority, took upon himfelf the 
charge of his Ton's education, who at ten years of age was 
lent to the college of Aberdeen. His father, who (till con- 
tinued to be his principal inftru&or, obliged him to rife to 
his ftudies at four o'clock every morning; by which means 
he contracted fuch a habit, as he never difcontinued till a 
few years before his death, when age and infirmities rendered 
. a greater proportion of reft necefiary to him. Though his 
father had defigned him for the church, yet he would not 
divert him from purfuing his own inclination to civil and x 
feudal law, to which ftudy he applied a whole year ; and 
received from it (he was often heard to fay)jufter notions !* Qew, 
concerning the foundation of civil fociety and government ^]^" c 
than are maintained by fome divines. He altered his refolu- & moderne, 
tion of profecuting this ftudy, and applied, with his father's tom - Hi, 
warm approbation to that of divinity. In his hours of p ** % 
amufement he ran through many volumes of hiftory, and, as 
he had a very ftrong conftitution and a prodigious memory, 
this clofe application was no inconvenience to him, fo that 
he made himfelf mafter of a vaft extent of learning, which 
he had ready for his ufe upon all occafions. At eighteen he 
was admitted a probationer or expe&ant preacher, and foon 
after an offer of a good benefice was made him, which he 
declined. In 1669, about two years after the death of his 
father, he came into England, and, after fix months ftay at 
Oxford and Cambridge, returned to Scotland, which he foon 
left again to make a tour of fome months in 1664, in Hol- 
land and France. At Amfterdam, by the help of a Jewifh 
v. rabbi, he perfe&ed himfelf in the Hebrew language ; and 
likewife became acquainted with the leading men of the dif- 
ferent perfuafions tolerated in that country, as Calvinifls, 
Armenians, Lutherans, Anabaptifts, Brown ifts, Papifts, and 
Unitarians, amongft each of which he ufed frequently [to de- 
clare, he met with men of fuch unfeigned piety and virtue, 
that he became fixed in a ftrong principle of univerfal cha- 
rity, and an invincible abhorrence of all feverities, on ac- J* 1 ^^!* 
count of religious diflenfions. On his return to Scotland he f his Own 
was admitted into holy orders, by the bifhop of Edinburgh, Times, 
in 1665, andprefented to the living of Saltoun. The conduct 
of the Scotch bifhops feemed to him unbecoming the epifcopal 
character, that he drew up a memorial of their abufes. In 
1668, be was employed in negociating the fcheme of accom- 
modation between the epifcopal and prefbyterian parties, and, 
by his advice, many of the latter were put into the vacant 
churches. The year following he was made divinity pro- o'wnTime£ 
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feflbr at Glafgow, where he continued four years and a hafrj 
equally hated by the zealots of both parties. In the frequent 
vifxts he made to the dutchefs of Hamilton, he fo far gained 
her confidence as to be inftrucled with the perufal and ar- 
rangement of her papers, relating to her father's and uncle's 
miniftry ; which put him upon writing Memoirs of the Dukes 
of Hamilton, and occafioned his being invited to London by 
the earl of Lauderdale, who offered to furnifh him with fome 
anecdotes towards compiling thofe memoirs. During his 
frb.?63i. f ta y ; n London, we are told by his felf and fon, he was of- 
^ .' • fered the choice of four bifhopricks in Scotland, whrdi he 
refufed. On his return to Glafgow he married lady Mar- 
garet Kennedy, daughter to the earl of Caffiles, a lady of 
great piety and knowledge, highly efteemed by the prafby- 
terians, to whofe fentiments (he was ftrongly inclined. As 
there was fome difparity in their ages, that it might remain 
paft difpute, that this match was wholly owing to inclina- 
tion not to avarice or amb.tion, N the day before their marriage 
our author delivered the lady a deed, whereby he renounced 
all pretenfion to her fortune, which was very confiderable, 
and muft othervvife have fallen into his hands, (he herfelf hav- 
ing no intention to fecure it. In 1672, hepubiiflied, AVin- 
dication, &c. of the church and ftate of Scotland ; which 
at that juncture was looked upon as fo great a fervice, that he 
was again offered a bifliopric, and a promife of the ne*t va- 
Ib, ». 5g "cant arch- bifhopric, but did not accept of it, becaufe he re- 
marked, that the great defign of the court was to advance 
popery. In 1673, ne t0 °k another journey to London ; and, 
by the king's own nomination, after hearing him preach, 
was made one of his chaplains in ordinary. 

Upon his return to Scotland, he retired to iiis ftation at 
Glafgow, but was obliged the next year to return *o court to 
juftify himfelf againft the accufatioris of duke Lauderdale, 
.Who had represented him as the caufe of the mifcarriages of 
all the court meafures in Scotland. The king received him 
very coldly, and ordered his name to be ftruck out of the 
lift of chapbjns ; yet, at the duke of York's intreaty, con- 
lb. p. 6S3. fented to hear what he could offer in his own jirftification, 
with which he feemed to* fee fatisfied. Neverthelefs, 'as Lau- 
derdale had not dropt his refentment, Mr. Burnet, who was 
told that his enemies had a defign to "get him imprifoned, re- 
ligned his profefTor's chair at Glafgow, and refolved to fettle 
in London. He preached in feveral churches, and had been 
actually ch--)fe mitlifter of one, had not the electors been de- 
terred from it, by a mcA'age in the king's name. About thif 
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tifne the living* of Cripple-gate being vacant, the dean and 
chapter of St. Paul's (in whofe gift it was) hearing of his 
circumftances an.] the hardfhips he had undergone, fent him 
an offer of the benefice, but as he had been informed of their 
firft intention of conferring it, on Dr. Fowler, he generoufly 
declined it. In 1675, at ^ e recommendation of lord Hollis, idem, ibid, 
whom he ha J known in France, ambaffador at that court, he 
was, by Sir Harbottle Grimftone, mafter of the rolls, ap- 
pointed preacher of the chapel there, notwithftanding the op- 
pofitionof the court. He was foon after chofen a le&urer of 
St. Clement's, and became one of the preachers that were 
moft followed in town. In 1697, he publifhed his Hiftory 
of the Reformation, for which he had the thanks of both 
houfes of parliament. 

Two years after he printed the fecond volume, which met 
with the fame approbation as the firfc. About this time he 
attended a fick perfon, who had been engaged in an amour 
with the earl ofRochefter. The manner in which he treated her 
^during her illnefs, gave that lord a great curiofity of being 
acquainted with him. Whereupon for a whole winter, he 
fpent one evening in a week with Mr. Burnet, who dif- 
courfed with him upon all thofe topics, upon which fceptics 
and 'men of Joofe morals attack the Chriftian religion. The 
happy effecT; of thefe conferences occafioned the publication 
Of his account of the life and death of that earl. 

In 1682, when the adminiftration was changed in favour 
of the a'uke of York, being much reforted • to by perfons of 
all ranks and parties, an order to avoid returnng vifits, he 
built a laboratory, and went for above a year through a 
courfe of chemical experiments. Not long after he refufed 
a living of three hundred a year offered him by the earl of Life, p. 691. 
EiTex, on the terms of n t redding there, but in London. 
His behaviour at the lord Ruflel's trial, and his attendance on 
himinprifonand at his execution, With the fufpicion of his 
feeing concerned in drawing up that nobleman's fpeech, having 
drawn on him the indignation of the court, he took a fhort 
tour to Paris, where unufual civilities were fhewn him by the 
king of France's exprefs dire&ion ; and he became acquaint- j hW ^ : 
ed with feveral eminent perfons j but not thinking it right to 
6e longer abfent from the duties of his calling, he returned 
to London, and that very year, .in purfuance of the king's 
hiandate, was difcharged from his leclurefhip at St. Clements, 
and having, on the fifth of November 1684, preached a fer-. 
tnon at the Rolls chapel, feverely inveighing againft the doc- 
trines 
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trinesof popery and the principles of the papifts, he was, in 
Own Time 8 December following, forbid to preach there any more, 
p 6$5. * On king James's acceffion to the throne having obtained leave 
to go out of the kingdom, Jiefirft went to Paris and lived in 
great retirement, till contracting an acquaintance with briga- 
dier Stouppe, a proteftant gentleman, in the French fervice : 
he made a tour with him to Italy. He met with an agreeable 
reception at Rome. Pope Innocent II. hearing of our au- 
thor's arrival, fent the captain of the Swifs guards to ac- 
quaint him, he would give him a private audience in bed, to 
avoid the ceremony of killing his hoi inefs's flipper. But Dr. 
Burnet excufed himfelf as well as he could. 

One evening upon vifiting cardinal Howard, he found him 
diftributing fome relicks to two French gentlemen. Where- 
upon he whifpered to him in EnglUh, that it was fomewhat 
odd, that a Clergyman of the church of England fhould be at 
Rome helping them off" with the ware of Babylon. The 
cardinal fmiled at the remark, and repeating it in French to 
the gentlemen, bid them tell their countrymen how bold the 
heretics, and how mild the cardinals were at Rome. Some 
difputes, which our author had at Rome, concerning reli- 
gion, beginning to be taken notice of, made it proper for him 
to quit that city, which, upon an intimation given him by 
prince Borghefe, he accordingly did. He purfued his travels 
through Switzerland and Germany. In 1688, he came to 
Utrecht with an intention to fettle in fome of the feven pro- 
vinces. There he received an invitation from the prince and 
princefs of Orange (to whom their party in England had re- 
commended him) to come to the Hague, which he accepted : 
he was foon made acquainted with the fecret of their counfels, 
and advifed the fitting out of a fleet in Holland fufficient to 
Life, p. 69 3. fuppQrt t h e j r defigns and encourage their friends ; this and the 
account of his travels, in which he endeavoured to blend po- 
pery and tyranny together, and reprefent them as infeparable, 
with fome papers, refleding on the proceedings of England, 
that came out in fingle flieets, and were difperfed in feveral 
parts of England, moft of which Mr. Burnet owns himfelf 
Hift. ibid, the author of, alarmed king James, and were the occafion of 
F* 7 2 *> 7*7* hrs writing twice againft him to the princefs of Orange, and 
infifting, by his ambaflfador, on his being forbid the court, 
which, after much importunity, was done, though he conti- 
nued to be trufted and employed as before, the Dutch mini-* 
fters confulting him daily. But that which gave, he tells us, 
the crifis to the king's anger was, the news of Burnet's being 
to be married to a confiderable fortune at the Hague. To put 
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kit end til this frequent conferences with the mmifters,' A'prd- v 

fecuttoh for high treafon was fet on foot againft him both rn 
England and Scotland : but Burnet receiving the news thereof. 
before it came to the ftates, he avoided the. ft or m 5 by peti- 
tioning for, and obtaining without any difficulty*, a bill of 
naturalisation, in order to his intended marriage with Mary 
Scot, a Dutch lady, of conlidcrable fortune, who, wirh the 
advantage of birth, had thofe of a fine perfon and under- 
flanding. 

After his marriage with this lady^ being legally tinder the 
protection of Holland, he undertook:, in a letter to the earl 
of Middletan* to anfwer all the matters laid, to his charge;, 
and added* that being now. naturalized in Holland, his al- 
legiance was, during .his ftay in thefe pqrt$, transferred from - • 
his majefty to the States General ; and, in another letr>r, that- *'" 
if, upon; non-appearance, a feritence fhoUld* be paQed againft 
him, he might, to juftify himfelf, be forced to give ail ac- 
count of the {hare he had in affairs, in which he might be 
led to mention what he was afraid would not pleafe his ma- 
jefty. Thefe expreffions gave fuch offence to the Knglifh H;ft ^ « . 
court, that, dropping the former profecution, they proceeded DwnTimes* 
aganft him, as guilty of high treafon ; and a fentence of out- p« 726,7^7, 
lawry was palled upon hirn; and thereupon , th$ king hrft 7 * " 
demanded him to be delivered up, and afterwards, infilled* 
on his being baniihed the feven provinces*, wh ich^the States- 
refufed; alledging, that he was become their fubje#; and, 
if the king had any thing to. lay to Dr. BumecX charged 
juftice (hould be done in. their courts. This put %n end to-, 
all farther application to the States, and Dr. Burnet) fecured* 
from any danger, went on in affi (ting and forwarding theim'-fi 
portant affair of' the revolution. He gave early notice of it< 
to the court of Hanover, intimating, that the fuccefs of that 
project muft naturally end in a fuccefiion in that illuftr ous 
houfc to the Britifh crown. Be v/rote alfo fevoral pamphlets Hift. ibid. 
in fupport of the prince of .Change's defigns, and afitfred in^* '37* ^ 
drawing up his declaration, &c» and when he , undercook the 
expedition to England, Dr. Burnet accompanied him as his 
chaplain. After his landing at Exeter he propofed and drew 
up toe affectation, ( and wa* &f n.o fmall fervice on feveral 
•ccafions by. a fe.afonable difplay of pulpit eloquence, ta 
animate the prince's followers, and gain over others to his 
intereft. Nor did his (erviccs pafs.unfe warded, (or king Wil* 
liarn had not been many days on the throne- before . Dr r Bur- 
net was advanced to the fee of Salifburv, in the r0om of 
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Dr. Seth Ward, deceafed, being confecrated May the 3ift» 
1 689. He diftinguiihed himfelf in the houfe of lords, by de- 
daring for moderate meafures with regard to the clergy, who 
fcrupled to take the oaths, and for a toleration of the pro* 
teftant diflenters. A paflage in his paftorai letter to the clergy 
of his diocefe, concerning the oaths of allegiance and fuprc-* 
macy to king William and queen ^Mary, dated May 15, 
1689, which feemed to ground their title to the crown on the 
right of conqueft, gave fuch offence to both houfes of par- 
liament, that they ordered it to be burnt by the hands of the 
Bennet*» common hangman. As foon as the feffion of parliament in 
HiftofEng- 1689 was ended, he went down to his diocefe, where he was 
land, vol. very exa& in the dHcharge of his function, and was parti- 
al, p. 5*7> cularly fcrupulous in conferring orders and admitting to li- 
5 °* vings. 

In 1698, he loft his wife by the fmalKpcor; and, as he 
was almoft immediately after appointed preceptor to the duke' 
of Gloucefter, in whofe education he took great care, this 
IHd. 71 j. employment and the tender age of his children induced him 
the fame year to fupply her loft, by a marriage with Mrs. 
Berkeley, eldeft daughter of Sir Richard Blake, knight. 

In 1699, he publifhed his expofnion on the thirty-nine 
articles of the church of England. In 1704, he had the (a- 
tisfa&ton to fee his projeft for augmenting poor livings car- 
ried into execution. The laft five or fix years of his life he 
{Tew more abftra&ed from the world than he had been in the 
ormer part of it. He lived to fee a fucceffion take place, 
and that family eftablifhed, in whofe interefts he had been fo 
zealous, and died March 17, 1714-15, In the 7 ad year of 
his age, and was interred in the parifli church of St. James's, 
Clerkenweli. After his death his Hiftory of his own times, 
with his life annexed, was publifhed by his fon Thomas Bur* 
net, efq; His character, as drawn by the marquis of Haltifrx, 
is as follows, * Dr. Burnet is like all men who are above the 

* ordinary level, feldom fpoke of in a mean ; he muft either be 

* railed at or admired. He has a fwiftnefs of imagination 
c that no other comes up to ; and as our nature hardly allows* 

* us to have enough of any thing, without having too much, 

* he cannot at all times fo hold in his thoughts, but that at 
c fometimes they may run away with him ; as it is hard for 
4 a veffel that is brimful, when in motion, not to run over 5 

* and therefore the variety of matter that he ever carries 

* about him, may throw out more than an unkind critic 
• * would allow of* His firft thoughts may fometimes require* 
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more dtgeftion, not from a defeS in his judgment, but . 
from the abundance of his fancy, which furnifhes too faft J 
for him ; his friends lore him too well to fee fmall faults, 
or if they do, think that his greater talents give him a pri- . 
vilege of fl raying from the ftrift rules of caution, and" 
; exempt him from the ordinary rules of cenfure. He pro- 
: duces fo faft, that what is well in his writings calls for ad- ' 
1 miration, and what is incorred deferves an excufe j he may, 
f in fome things, require grains of allowance, which thoie 
1 only can deny him, who are unknown or uhjuft to him, 
1 He is not quicker in difcerning other men's faults than he 
c is infprgiving them; fo ready, or rather glad, to acknow- 
1 ledge his own, that from blemifhes they become orna- 
1 merits. All the repeated provocations of his indecent ad- 
c ver&ries have had no other effeft, than the fetting his good 

* nature hi fo much a better light, fince his anger never yet 
1 went farther tHan to pity them. That heat, which in moft 
f other men raifes fliarpnefs and fatire, in him glows into 

* warmth for his' friends, and compaffioa for thole in want 
' andmifery. As dull men have quick eyes, in difcerning 
' the fmaller faults of thofe that nature has made fuperior 
1 to them, they do not mifs one blot he makes ; and being 

* beholden only to their barrennefs for their difcretion, they 
1 fail upon the errors, which arife out of his abundance; 

* and, by a miftake, into which their malice betrays them, 
c they think that by finding a mote in his eye, they hide the 
c beams that are, in their own. His quicknefs makes writing 

* fo eafy a thing to him, that his fpirits are neither wafted 
€ nor fowered by it : the foil is not forced ; every thing grows, 
4 and brings forth without pangs ; "which diftinguilhes as 

* much What he does from that which fmells of the lamp, 
€ as a good palate will difcern between fruit which comes 

* from a rich mould, and that which taftes of the uncleanly 
c pains that have been beftowed upon it. He makes many 
c enemies by fetting an ill-natured example of living, which 

* they arc not inclined to follow. His indifference for prt- 

* ferment, his contempt not only of fplendor, but of all un- 

* necefiary plenty ; his degrading himfelf into the lowed and 
4 moft painful duties of his calling; are fuch unprelatical' 

* qualities, that, - let him be . never fo orthodox in other 
4 things in thefe he muftbe adiffenter. Y'trtues of fuch a 
' ftamp are fo many herefies in the opinion of thofe divines 
' who have foftcned the primitive injunfiions fo as to make 
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* tten . fuit better with the prefent frailty of mankind. No - 
c wonder then if they are angry, fince it is in their own de- » 
« ferice ; or that, from a principle of felf-prefervatUon, they « 

* fhoiild endeavour, to fupprefs a man whofe parts are a (hame, • 

* and whofe life is a fcandal to them.' A' lift of his wri- 
tings may be feen at the end of the account of his life pub- 
lifhed by his fon. 

w od A BURNET, (Thomas) d ctor of laws, a polite and 
then. bxon. learntd wiiter in the latter end of the laft century, was born 
*>i. ii. col. in Scotland, and admitted of Clare- hall in Cambridge, un- 
' 68# der the tuition of Mr. John Tillotfon, afterwards arch- . 

bifhopof Canterbury, in June 1651, but upon the removal 
of Dr. Cudworth, from themafteruYip of Clare*ball, to that 
of Chrift college, Mr. Burnet tranfplanted himfelf to the 
latter, of which he was chofen felluw in 1657. ^ e t00 ^ **** 
degree of mafterof arts in 1658, was chofen fenior pro&or 
of the univerfity in 1661. In 1685, a little before he entered 
into holy orders, he was chofen matter of the Charter- 
houfe, by the intereft of the duke of Ormond lord fteward, 
to whofe grandfon, the earl of Offory, he had been governor. 
Thofe bifhops, who were of the number of the ele&ors, 
made exceptions to him, that though he was a clergyman, 
he went always In a lay habit. But Ormond being fatisfied 
that his converfation and manners were worthy of a clergy- 
man in all refpe&s, infifted that thefe points were much more 
effcnttal than the exterior habit. In this ttation he made a 
noble ftand againft an attempt of kine. James,* to impofe one 
- ^ Andrew Popham, a papift, as a penuoner upon the founda- 
tion of that houfe. After the revolution, he was appointed 
chaplain in ordinary to king William, anc( alfo clerk of the 
elofet,' b«»t from the latter place, which he owed to arch- 
biihop Tillotfon's intereft, the clergy, taking offence at 
Hift.Eng. fomething in his Archeologiae Philofophicae, afterwards pro- 
king Geo.I. cured his removal. If Oldmixon is to be credited Dr. Bur* 
*" *$' net miffed the fee of Canterbury upon the death of Dr. Til- 
lotfon, by a reprefentation of fome biihops, that his wri- 
tings were too fccptical. He died September the 27th, 1715* 
and was buried in the Charter • houfe chapeL 

fiiDi] Hift. BUPALUS, a famous fculptor of antiquity,, and fon t 

Nat. Jib. grandfon, and great grandfon of a fculptor, was born in the 

3 6 > c * 5» ifle of Chios. He had a brother named Athenis, of the (aroe 

profeflipn With himfelf $ and probably they* worked together, 

* * ' fince. 
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fince Pliny fpeaks jointly of them and their works. They 
flourifhed in the fixtieth Olympiad, at the time with Hippo- 
nax, a poet of an ugly and contemptible figure, and of a 
very weak conftitution. They fet their fancies to work up- 
on him, and . reprefented him in a ridiculous form : but they 
met with their match ; for he attacked them with fo violent 
a fatire, that, as fome fay, they hanged themfelves through 
fpite and vexation. Pliny does not allow this ; but fays, on 
the contrary, that, after Hipponax had taken his revenge, 
they made fever al fine ftatues in feveral places. He men- 
tions a Diana' of theirs at Jafus in Caria, that was not fo ad- 
mirable as the other Diana, which they made at Chios. This . 
laft was placed very high, and appeared with a frowning 
countenance to thofe that came in, and with a pleafant one 
to thofe that went out. There were feveral ftatues at Rome 
made by them : they wrought only in the white marble of 
the ifle of Paros. Paufanias mentions Bupalus as a good 
architect, as well as fculptorj but fays nothing of Athenis. Lib. !▼, 

BUR1DAN { John) a Frenchman, born at Bethune in 
Artois, one of the moft renowned philofophers of the 
fourteenth century. He difcharged a profeflbr's place in the 
univerfity of Paris with great reputation ; and wrote Com- 
mentaries on Ariftotle's Logick, Et hicks, and Metaphyficks, 
which were much efteemed. Some fay, that he was re&or 
of the univerfity of Paris in the year 1320. Aventinus re- 
lates, that he was a difciple of Ockam ; and that, being ex* 
pel led Paris by the piwer of the Realifts, which was iupe- 
rior to that of the Nominalifts, he went into Germany, where 
he founded the univerfity of Vienna. " Buridan's Afs," has Lib. viii.fol, 
been a kind of proverb a long time in the fchools ; though if^btlm 
nobody has ever pretended to explain it, or to determine with friomafi- 
certainty, what ic was. um » 0nt * 

BURKITT (William) a celebrated commentator on 
the New Teftament, was born atHitcham in Northampton* 
ihire upon July the 25th, l6$o. His firft fchoolmafter was 
Mr. Goffee of Bilf>n, from whence after one year he was 
Tent to Stow- market, and from thence to a fchool at Cam- 
bridge. After his recovery from the fm all -pox, which he 
catched there, he was admitted of Pembroke-hall, at the age 
of no more than fourteen years ; and upon his removal from 
the univerfity, when he had taken his degree, he became a 
chaplain in a private gentleman's family, whore he continued 
» F f j fome 
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Come years. He entered young upon tfie jninjftry, being 
ordained by bUhop Reynolds : arid the firft employment which 
he bad was at Milden in Suffolk, where he continued one 
and twenty years a conftant preacher, (in a plain, practical* 
and affectionate manner) firft as curate, and afterwards as 
•re&or of that church. In the year 1692, he had a call to 
the vicarage of Dedham in Effex, where he continued to 
the time of his death, which happened in the latter end 
of O&ober 1703. He was a pious and charitable man* 
He made great collections for the French proteftants in the 
years 1687, &c. and hy his great care, pains, and charges, 
' procured a worthy minifter to go and fettle in Carolina. A- 
mong other charities he bequeathed by his laft will and tefta* 
ment the houfe wherein he lived, with the lands thereunto 
belonging, to be an habitation for the lecturer, that (hould 
be chofen from time to time to preach the lecture at Ded- 
ham- He wrote fome books, and among the reft a Com- 
mentary upon the New Teftament in the fame plain, pra£tir 
cal, and affe&ionate manner, in which he preached. 

BURMAN (Peter) profeflbr of hiftory and eloquence in 
the univeriity of Leyden, is a perfon of whom we know* 
Tery little ; which ignorance of ours is owing intirely to his 
own mifcondud. It was in the very nature of Burrnan to 
be foul mouthed, quarrelfome, and ready as well as willing to 
abufe and rail at every body. This propenfity, joined to other 
bad qualities of the heart, and an immoral life into the bar- 
in, made him fo univerfally abhorred and detefted, that at 
is death, which happened in the year 1740, no body was 
found who would write his eloge, or fay any thing about him. 
He was in his turn reftor magnificus of the univeriity of Ley- 
den $ and, as is cuftomary in foreign univerfities, made an 
oration, when he quitted the redorihip on the 8th of Fe- 
bruary i 720. His oration was publifhed, and is remarkable. 
It is " againft the ftudies of humanity, {hewing, that the 
«' learned languages, hiftory, eloquence, and criticifm, arc 
" not only ufelefs, but alfo dangerous to the ftudies of law, 
c * phyfick, philofophy, and, above all, of divinity) to which 
f * laft poetry is a fpecial help." The profeflbr, obferving the 
great decay of the politer ftudies, and the contempt with 
which the men of fcience affecled to treat them, endeavoured 
to expofe their objections, whil$ he feemed to juftify them. 
He ridicules the barbarous ftile, in which moft lawyers, phy- 
ficians, and philofophers,. write $ but efpecially the jargon of 

di- 
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divines, who, 93 be intimates, fhamefulty neglected the ftudy 

of the original languages, and inveighed frequently againft 

the abufe of hiftory and critiGifm in fuch a manner, as would 

in $8e& deftroy the ufe of them. The celebrated Dr. Bent- 

Jey, who both fpoke and thought highly of Burman, has 

pronounced this oration u a very fine one in its way, all 

.** writ in Lucian's manner, a thorough irony and jeer.* 

Thefe exprenlons are to be found in the 36th page of his 

*' Anfwer to the Remarks made upon his Propofals of print- 

" ing a new edition of the Greek Teftament." Dr. Mid*- 

dleton, however, the author of tbofe Remarks, and who 

wrqte, " Further Remarks on the Propofals," replies to this 

encomium of Bentley upon Burman, in this manner : " It 

« c is indeed as thorough a jeer as ever yet appeared, and as 

*' dull a one too, upon the church, the clergy, and every 

*' thing ferious and facred in the pradice and principles of 

€C both. It is juft, as he tells us, to let his audience know, 

" that to make a profound tfreologue, there is no need of any w . .,,_ >Jk 

44 lkul at all, either in languages, or hiftory, or eloquence, works, v«i v 

" or criticifm." . ~ II. p. 4*1. 

Among the many quarrels and altercations which Burman 
had, one was with the excellent le Clerc ; of which we will 
give fome account, for the fake of illuftrating the temper and 
character of our profeflbr. In the year 1703, Mr. le Clerc, 
under the afluoied name of Theodorus Gorallus, publifhed an 
edition of the remains of Paedo Albinovanus and Cornelius 
Severus ; and prefixed a preface upon the right method of 
interpreting the ancient authors. Now whether le Clerc here 
let drop any thing, which might feem to difcredit verbal criti- 
cifm, and fo increafed the drfguft he had already given to 
that fort of men in his Parrhafianse ; or whether he was 
thought to have gone out of his province, and to have un- 
dertaken what he was not qualified to perform, we know 
not; but offence was taken by Burman, and the fame year 
was pufclifhed a fatyrical piece, intituled, " A Dialogue be- 
*' tween Spudaeus and Gorallus.; 9 ' which as Mr. Clerc tells 
vs, "every body agreed to be written by him. Mr. le Clerc Bibl. Choif. 
replied in a fhort and general way to it, in the Preface to his Tom - *"* 
jfecond volume pf the Bjbliotheque Choifee; but without** 6 * 
mentioning either the work or the fuppofed author. He was 
twice, he tells us, in Burman's company afterwards, at the 1 ' • p ' 37 ° # 
jhoufes of common friends, but did not take the leaft notice. 
In the year 1709, Burman published Petronius ; and in the 
Preface made an open and virulent attack upon le Clerc, 
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upon a pretence that he had faid fomething againft Grsevtus. 
-*• Shall I," fays he, « fuffer any Gorallus of them all to go 
f. 1 unchaftifed, who blafphemoufly depreciates the literary 
*< merit of fuch a man as Grevius, qui Grevij meritain rem- 
% f 4 . pjublicam literarian> deprimere facrilego ore conatur ? Gre- 
'*': yius, who taking me an urchin, or" only ten years old,un- 
'«* der his care, fafhioned me himfelf, and led me carefully 
♦* through thofe tra£ts-cf learning, which have been trod by 
Prefat. ad >* the princes in literature ?" Mr. le Clerc replied in form to 
l J euon. this* preface, and vindicates his perfon and his writings from, 
<the reproachful imputations caft updn both. Before he en- 
ters upon this, he rallies Burrtam pretty fmartly,for «tefend- 
BiW. choif. ing-Petronius-andhis obfcenitie's (o zealoufly as he does. He 
Tom. xix. q (!Q tes ^he following paffages from his Preface: Cum folifere 
Fr3 *' eflent Monachi, apud quos ulla adhuc eruditionis veftigia fu- 
pererant, quis non credatprurientes illos nebulones, qui in 
publico magnam pietatis fpeciem mentiebantur, intra: clauftra 
fua lafciviflimura quemque fcriptorem aflidue verfaflfe ? — Ho- 
rum otioforurn turpi diligentiae adfcr.bendum puto, quod non 
il integer ad nos Petronius pervenerit, fed illaetantum partes, quae 
iMonachis tentigine raptis lafcivize et libidlnofe profer- 
Viae manifeftiilimi* argumentis blandiebantur. One may 
Jee, fays Mr. le Clefc, that Mr I urman has profited exceed- 
ingly from thq ftudy of Petronius ; and that he is perfe&ly 
free from that hypocrify., which he imputes to the monks. 
His delicacy, adds he, is further obfervable in the promife he 
has made the publick, in the fame preface ; where he fays, 
•that * 4 he has a defign, if God (hall grant life and ftrength, 
.*' ft aetatem & vires Deus dederit, not only to publifli ano- 
* 6 ther volume of the verfes afcribed to Petronius, but alfo 
t« to enrich it with the Catale&a Scaligeri, &c." that is, fays 
Mr. le Clerc, Mr. Burman intends, with God's bleffing, not 
only to publifli a collection of moft bawdy poemsy among 
which are included the Priapeia, but atfo to enrich them with 
a commentary of his own. Thefe things, fays he, are very 
unbecoming a profeflbr of a chriftian univerfity, who ought 
to preferve the youth about, him from corruption, instead of 
throwing incitements, in their way ; '• not to mention his im- 
* 4 prudence in talking after this manner, at a time when an 
* c action was commenced againft him by a young girl for 
** having debauched her." 
lb'td.p,3'4' It may be proper to obferve here, that in the year 17349 
Was published at Florence, a Latin perf >rmancc, in tit led, 
Chriftoma^hia. Petranio-Burmanniarta ; five, cornucopia ob- 
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fcrvatiomim eruditiffimarum et ante plane inauditarum, quas 
*vir illurninatifiimus, re rum omnium & multorum preterea . ' 
ali or urn peritiflimus, Petrus Burmarmus, congcffit in Petroni- 
um Arbitrum, fandiffimum fcriptorem. Acceffit fpecimen 
Latinitatis nova?, Romania incognita?, e notis Petri Burmanni 
ad Petronium. Burman afterwards abufed Mr. LeClerc, in a 
piece called, cl The lying Gazetteer," &c. to which Mr. le 
Clerc made no other reply, than by inferring in thefecond part 
•of the 20th tome of his BibliothequeChoifee., printed in 1710, 
a (hort article intitled, u Reafons for not anfwering a libel of 
.** Peter Burman." Burman's refentment was not yetfatiated 5 
for in the fame year, when Dr. Bentley's Emendationis in Me- 
nandri & Philemonis Relrquias ex nupera editione J. Clerici, 
were publifhed at Utrecht, he prefixed a mod abufive and 
fcurrilous preface, which begins in this manner: *' Were 
** any prize to be propofed in the republic of letters for him, 
" who fhould be found to exceed the reft in impudence and 
«* ignorance, le Clerc would infallibly carry it by univerfaj 
" corifent, k(t." Here is language, employed againft one of 
the greateft, the moft ufeful, the moft excellent of rnen, that 
ever adorned the commpnweaith of learning : which moves 
our indignation the more, as we are intirely of opinion, that 
all the Burmans, which ever did, or ever (hall live, will ne- 
ver be worth one finglc le Clerc. 

To conclude, and to give the devil his due, Burman, tho* 
not allowed by the criticks to be an adept in the Greek, had 
(kill and abilities as an editor of Latin claflics ; of which he 
publ ithed Virgil, Ovid, Petronius, Quintilian, Suetonius, 
Juftin, Velleius Paterculus, Phsedrus, &c 

BURTON (Robert) known to the learned by the name 
of Democritus junior ; was younger brother to William Bur- 
ton, who wrote the ' Antiquities of Leicefterfliire/ arid born 
of an aneient and genteel family at Lindley in that county, Wooi » § 
upon February the 8th, 1576. He was educated in Gram- Atb. Ox** 
mar learning in the free fchool of Sutton Colfield in War- 
<wick(hire ; and in the year 1593, ^ ent to Brazen-nofe col- 
lege in Oxford In 1599, he was elected ftudentof Chrift- 
church, and for form's fake, as Wood tells us, for he wanted 
not a tutor, was put under the tuition of Dr. John Bancroft, 
afterwards biftiop of Oxford. In 1616, he had the vicarage 
of St. Thomas, in the weft fuburb of Oxford, conferred on 
him by the dean and canons of Chrift-church, to the parifhi- 
oners pf which,, it is faid, tha.t he always gave the facrament 

in 
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|li v*fem *nd tbb, with the ;e$ory of Segrave in Leicrf- 
feffliirc, given hirp fome years ajftcr by George, lord Berke- 
ley, he held with fpme difficulty (for the ftorm was gathering 
pver England, and the troubles were coming on) to the ity 
of his death, which happened in January 1639. 

He was a man of general learning $ a great philologer, an 
*fxsj& mathematician, and (what makes the peculiarity of 
his char after) 1 vtxy curious calculator of nativities, Hp 
waa cxtrerocly ftudious, and of a melancholy turn* yet 49 
agreeable companion, and very humourous. The Anatomy 
of Melancholy, by Democritus Junior, as ho calls himfelf, 
' (h*W$> that thefe feemingly different qualities were mixed to* 
fpthfHfi his composition* This book was printed firft in 
4to, afterwards in folio, in 1624, 1632, 163$, and 1659, 
to fjpe great profit of the bookfelkr, who, as Mr. Wood tells 
W* gpf jmeftate by it. Some circumstances attending his 
'death, occafioned ft range fiifpicioos. He died in his chamber 
9t Chrifl-c^i|fch, at, or very near the rime, which, it feems, 
^ had fo^e years before predi&ed fjrom the calculation of 
bh nativity, and this exa£}nefs made it whifpefed about, ttefc 
for the glory of aftrqlogy, and rather than his calculation 
fi>ou)4 fall, be became ■ indeed a felo de fe. This, how* 
*ver> was certainly ngjt notorious ; for he was buried 
with due folemnity in the cathedral of Cbrift-churcb, and 
-had a fait: ifH>nuraejit ereded to bis memory, with bis buft 
painted to the life : on the right hand of which is the calcu- 
lation of bis own nativity, and under it this infcriptjgn mjrie 
Iff himfelf : ( Paucis notus, paucioribus ignotus, hie jacpt 
4 Democritus junior, cui vit?m dedit, et mortem naelancho- 
* )ia. > All this was put up by the diredioft of his brother 
.William Burton. 

He left behind him a very choice collection of books, ma- 
ny of which he bequeathed to the Bodleian library ; aw) an 
hundred pounds to Chrift- church, the intereft of which was 
tp, be laid out yearly in books for their library. 

wooa,A. 9URTON (Henry) was born at Birfcli in Yorkfcire, 
o. va. i. about the year 1579 > an ^ educated at St. John's college in 
feft»,c. 19a. Cambridge* where be took both fas degrees in arts* He wai 
afterwards incorporated mafter of arts, at Oxford* and took 
the degree* of bfttcjielor of divinity. He firft was tutor to the 
f^ns of lore) Carey of Lepingtqn, (created in 1625 earl of 
f/fppmouth J then clerk of the clofet *o prince Henry s and* 
a^fter his death, to prince Charles, whjow he, was appointed 

to 
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to attend into Spain in 1623 $ but for reafons unknown, was 
let afide after part of his goods were {hipped, and upon that 
prince's acceffion to the crown was removed from being his 
clerk of the clofet : Dr. Neile, bifhop of Durham, who had 
ferved his father king James in that quality, being continued. 
Burton, highly difgufted at this treatment, took every op- 
portunity of expreffing his refentment, particularly by railing Clarendon, 
againft the bifiiops. Vo1 - *• p. 

In April 1625. he prefented a letter to king Charles, re-JJJ *** 
monftrating to him againft Dr. Neile and D,r. Laud, his ma- 
jefty's continual attendants, as popiftdy affefied j and for this, w «*t 
arid fome other indifcretions, was forbid the court. Soon 
after, he w>s prefented to the je&ory of St. Matthew's, in JM*. 
Friday-ftreet, London* In December 1636, he was fum- 
moned to appear before Dr. Duck, one ofthecommiflionersfor 
caufes ecclefiaftical, who tendered to him the oaths ex officio, 
to anfwer to certain articles brought againft him for what he 
had advanced in two fermons preached in his own church on 
the preceding fifth of November (a). Burton, inftead qi 
anfwering, appealed to the king. Nevertheless, a fpecial 
high-commiffion-court, which was called foon after at Doc- 
tor 's-Commons, fufpended him in his abfence, both from his 
office and benefice. Whereupon he thought fit to abfcond, 
but publiflied his two fermons under the title of, c For God 

• and the Kingj' together, with an apology juftifying his 
appeal. On the firft of February, a ferjeant at arms, with 
Other officers, by virtue of a warrant from the Star- Chamber, 

(a) The text they were preached ' tichriftian fed, which fay,* &c. it 
topon was, Proverbs xxiv. 21, 21. thus altered, ' Root out that Baby- 
In thefe two fermons and in hisapo- * lonifh and Antichriftlan fed of them 
k>gy, he charged the bifhops with * which fay.* Next, * Cut off thofe 
dangerous plots to change theortho- ' workers of iniquity whofe religion 
dox religion eftabliftied in England 5 * is rebellion, • tee. was, in the book 
and to (bring in Romim fuperftition printed in 1635, thus altered, ' Cut 
in the room of it ; and blamed them * off thofe workers of iniquity, who* 
for introducing feveral innovations * turn religion into rebellion.*— That 
into divine worihip. The chief he the prayers for the navy is left out 
mentioned, were, that in the epiftle of the late book for the fad.— That 
the Sunday before E after, they had the placing the communion-tabla 
put out ' In,* and made it, "At the altar- wife, at the upper end of the 

* name of Jefus,* which alteration chancel, was 'done to advance and 

was di redly againft the ad of par- uiher in popery.— That the fecond \ 

Jiament. That two places were fervice, as dainties, was faid there, 

changed in the prayers fet forth for —That bowing towards the altar, 

the fifth of November ; namely, was worshipping the table, or God 

-* Root out that BabylonUh and An- knows what^ 

8 broke 
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broke open his doors, feized his papers, and took him bit* 
cuftody. Next day, he was, by an order of the privy-coun- 
cil, committed to the FJeet-prifon ; from which place he 
dated an epiftle to his majefty, another to the judges, and 
a letter to the true-hearted nobility, March 1 1, he was pro- 
ceeded againft in the Star-chamber, for writing and publifh- 
ing feditious, fchifmatkal, and libellous books, againft the 
hierarchy of the church, and to the fcandal of the go- 
vernment. To this information, he (and Baftwick and 
Prynne who were indicted "with him) prepared anfwers {b). 
In the end of May 1637, a perfon came to the Fleet, to 
examine Mr. Burton upon his anfwer, but hearing that the 
greater}, part of it had been expunged, he refufed to be exa- 
amined, unlefs his anfwer might be admitted as it was put in 5 
or be permitted to put in a new anfwer. June 2, it was or- 
dered by the court, that if he would not anfwer to interroga- 
tories framed upon his anfwer, he would be proceeded againft 
pro confeflb. Accordingly, June the 14th, Burton, and the 
two others, being brought to the bar, the information was 
lead ; and no legal anfwer having been put in in time, nor 
iiled on record, the court began, for this contempt, to pro- 
ceed to fentence. The defendants cried out for juftice, that 
their anfwers might be read, and that they might not be con- 
demned unheard. Neverthelefs, becaufe their anfwers were 
-not filed on record, the court proceeded to pafs fentence. 
Burton, and the others, to pay a fine of five thoufand pounds 
'each, and that he in particular, fhould be deprived of his ec*> 
clefiaftical benefice, degraded from his minifterial function, 

(b) Their counfel refufed to fign Holt ordered to new fign it. The 

their anfwers, for fear of offending court ordered, that it might be re- 

the Star-chamber. The defendants ceived under the hand of Mr. Hok 

therefore petitioned the court, that, alone, which was accordingly done, 

according to ancient precedents, they After it bad lain in court ,near three 

might fign their anfwers with their weeks, upon the attorney-general's 

own bands 5 declaring, they would fuggeftton to the court, on the 19th 

abide by the cenfure of the court, if of May, that it was fcandalous 5 it 

they did not make good what was was referred to the two chief juftices, 

contained therein. But this was re- fir John Br am ft on and fir John Finch, 

sufed by the court. Mr. Burton's to con fid er of, and to expunge what 

anfwer was at length figned by Mr. was contained therein, as unfit to be 

Holt, a bencher of Gray's-inn 5 who brought into court, of otherwife tm- 

afierwards withdrew his hand, be- pertinent and fcandalous. They ex- 

caufe the other counfel, out of fear, punged fixty-four whole meets, that 

would not fubfcribe it. However, is, the whole anfwer except fix lines 

Mr. Burton tendered it to the court, a; the beginning, . and about twenty- 

dffriag it might be accepted, or Mr. four a.t the latter cad. u 
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and degrees in the univerfity ; be fet on the pillory, and both 
his ears cut off there j confined to perpetual clofe imprifon- 
ment in Lancafter-caftle, debarred the accefs of his wife, or 
any other, except his keeper, and denied the ufe of pen, ink* 
and paper. All which, except the fine, was executed accord- 
ingly. After twelve weeks imprisonment in the common- 
gaol at Lancafter, where great crowds pitying his misfortunes, 
reforted to him ; fome of his papers being difperfed in Lon- 
don,, he was removed, by an order • of council, to Cornet- 
caftle, in the Ifleof Guernfey, O&ober 1637, where be was 
(hut up almoft three years ; till in November 1640, the houfe 
of commons, upon his wife's petition, complaining of the 

. Severity of his fentence, ordered that he fhould be forthwith 
fent for to the parliament, in fafe cuftody. Burton, on his 
arrival at London, presented a petition to the houfe of com- 
mons, felting forth his fufierings. In confequence of which, 
the houfe refolved, that the fentence againfc him was illegal, 
and ought to be reverfed * that he be freed from the fine of 
five thoufand pounds, and from imprifonment, and reftored 
to his degree in the univerfity, orders in the miniftry, and to. 
his ecclefiaftical benefice in Friday- ftreet, London > alfo have 
recompence for his imprifonment, and for the lofs of his ears,' 
which they fixed at fix thoufand pounds ; but by reafon of, 
the enfuing confufions in the kingdom, he never received that 
fum. He was, however, reftored to his living of St. Mat- 
thew's^ after this he declared himfelf an independent, and 
complied -with all the alterations that enfued. But Woodp a fti, ToL 
fays, that when he faw what ftrange courfes the parliament 1 - «!• *$*i 
took, he grew more moderate. He died in the beginning of 
January j 647-8. Befides the trails mentioned above, he wrote 
fcveral others. 

BCSBEC (Aug*r Gi&len) was the natural fon of the 
lord of Buibec, and born at Commines, a town in Flanders, 
in the year 1522. The early proofs he gave of an extraor- 
dinary genius induced his father to fpare neither care nor ex- 
pence to get him properly inflru&ed, and to obtain his le- 
gitimation from the emperor Charles V. He was fent to.ftudy 
at the univerfities of Louvain, Paris, Venice, Bologna, and 
Padua. He was fome time at London, whither he attended 
the ambafTador of Ferdinand, kipg of the Romans. In 1554, 
he was appointed ambaffador at Conftantinople, but made a 
very fhort flay there. Being fent back the following year, 
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this fecohd embafly prctifed longer and rtor* fortunate, for \t 
lafted feven years, and ended in a good treaty. He acquired 
a perfect knowledge of the ftate of the Ottoman empire, and 
the true means of attacking it with fuccefs 3 oh which fiib- 
jeSt he compofed a very judicious difcourfe, intitled, c De re 
4 militafi contra Turcatn inftituendt tonfilium.' Without 
negteding any thing that rented to the bufinefs of his cm- 
bafly, he laboured fuccefefolly for the republic of letters, col- 
terfting infcfiptioris, (a) purchafing mantifcripts, {earthing af- 
ter r£re plants, and enquiring into the nature of animals. 
When he fet out the fecbnd time to Constantinople, he car- 
ried with htm a painter to take draughts of the plants ahd 
aftimafe that w6re unknown in the weft. The relation which 
hfc wfofte of his two jourrieys to Turkey is much torn mend-' 
ed by Thuanus. He was defirous of paffing the latter part of 
his life in privacy, but the emperor Maximilian made choice 1 
of him to be governor to his fons, and when his daughter 
princefs Elizabeth was married to Charles IX^ king of Frahce, 
Bufbec was nominated to conduct her to Paris. This queen 
gave him the whole fnperintendance of her" hou (hold and of 
h^r affairs, and when (be quitted France, o» her hufrand's death, 
left blfti thefe as her ambaflador. He was continued in that 
quality by the emperor Rodolph. He died on the 28th of 
Gflober 159*2; 

(a) The public Is obliged to Bnf- correct copythan tbat of *Bn*bee, 
becfortheMonumemui»Anefranum, * I bring with me/ fays Bvfree, 

which would be one of the mod cu- in one of his letters, * a promifcu* 

rious and inftrudive inscriptions of 4 ous heap of ancient coins, the beft 

antiquity, if it was entire j for we * of which I intend to prefenc fo my 

might there have a Jiff of theaetfotoe • matter; and betides tbefe, whole 

of Auguftus. Paffing through An* * cart-loads and (hip-load* of Greek; 

cyra, a city of Galatia, Bulbeccau- ' manufcripu : there are, I believe, 

led all that remained legible of that * not rmjeh. fewer than 240, winch 

inscription to be copied from the mar* * I haVe fent by fea to Venice, to be 

Me of a reined palaee, and lent it * thence conveyed to Vienna. I 

toSchottus the Jefuk. It may be ' have foarched every corner, that I 

feen in Grevius's Suetonius. Gro- ' might get together, by the lad 

novius published this Monqmentum ' gleaning as it were, all that re* 

Ancirarium at Ley den, in 1695, ' rhained of that fort of comma* 

with notes, from a more foil and f dity.* 


Wood, Ath» BUSBY (Richard) a very eminent fcoolmafter, was fon 

o*>n.edit. ©f Richard Bufby, of Weftmirrfter, gentleman; and bom at 

iiVoiTm Lutton in Lincotofhire, September 22> 1606. Having pafled 

J v ifctugh the clafles of Weftminftcr-fchool, as a king's fcho- 

lar, 
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Tar, tie vras, in 1624, defied ftudent of Chnft-church (a), w^lbu. 
He took the degree of batchclor of arts, OSt. 21, 1628 ; 
and that of raafter, June 18, 1631. On the firft of July* 
1639, he was admitted to the prebend and re&ory of Cud* 
worth, in the church of Wells (b). December 13, 1640,. 
he was appointed matter of Weftrninfter-fchool, and by his^ 
(kill and diligence in the difcharge of this mod laborious and" 
important office for the" fpace of fifty-five years, bred up the 
greateft number bf eminent men in churth and ftate, that ever 
adorned at one time any age or nation (c). After the rcfto- 
ration, king Charles the lid, conferred on him a prebend of 
Weftminftcr, into which he was inftalled July 5, 166O ; and 
the nth of Auguft following, he was made treafurer and 
canon refidentiary of the church of Wells. He took the de«- 
gree of doAor in divinity, OtiLig* 1660. At the corona- 
tion of king Charfes II. he carried the ampulla, and in the 
convocation, which met June 24, i66t, he was pro&or* for 
the chapter of Bath and Wells ; and one of thofe who ap- 
proved and fubferibed the Common-prayer-book. This great 
man after a long and healthy life, the confequence of his 
chaftity, fobriety and temperance, died April 6, 169 >, aged 
89, and was buried hi Weftminfter-a'bbey, where there is 
a fine monument ercfted to him, with a Latin infeription, of 
which the following is the fubftance : ** You fee below a re- 
prefentation of Bufcy's body, and outward appearance. If you 
would fee his inward qualifications, behold the lights of both 
unfrerfities, and of Weftminfter-hall, the chief men at court* 
in the parliament, and in the church. And when you per- 
ceive how large, arid how plentiful a harveft of ingenious. 
men was fown by him, cohfidef how great was the fowcr.*' 
He Was a perfon very fagacious in finding out every one's ge* 
nius and difpofition, and no lefs induftrious in employing then* 
to advantage, and forwarding them fuccefsfully. He was a 
perfon, who fo formed and trained up the minds of youth fy 
his inftru&ions* that they learned at the fame time both td 

(a) At the tinlverftty he was Con- (b) tie loft the profits of it duc- 

ftdered as a complete orator, and a Jng the civil wars, but found means 

tcry good after, having afted with io keep his ftudent's place, and otbat 

treat applaufc in the comedy called, preferments. 

The Royal Slave/ written by Wil- (c) He extremely liked, and ev«» 


that houfe, «n the 30th o£ Auguft, tftmcl/ .fever* 

fpeafc 
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fpeak and to be wife ; and whilfitb^y were inftru&ed by hiriv 
as boys, they infenfibly grew up to be men. As many fcho* 
lars as he fent out into the world, fo many faithful,, and in. 
general, brave champions, did church and ftate obtain. What- 
ever reputation Weftminfter-fchool enjoys, whatever advan-*, 
tage has thence accrued, is chiefly due to Bufby, and will for • 
ever be due to him. So ufeful a man God blefled with long 
life, and crowned with riches. And he, on his part, chear- 
fuily devoted himfelf, and his pofleffions, to the promoting 
of piety. To relieve the p or ; to fugport and encourage, 
learned men i to repair churches; that, he thought, was truly 
enjoying his riches. And what he employed not upon thofe 
good ufesin his life time, he bequeathed to the fame at his 
death (a). He compofed feveral books for the ufe of his fchooL 

BUTLER, (Samuel) a celebrated poet of the laft cen- ; 
tury, was born at Strenlham in Worcefterfhire, and bap-, 
tized the 13th of February 161 2. Having discovered an. 
early inclination to. learning, his father, Samuel Butler, a. 
« reputable country farmer (b), placed him at the free fchool 
df'Wofcefter, under the care of Mr. Henry Bright j- and 
having pafled through the feveral claflea there, he was fent, 
for forrie time, to Cambridge, but was never matriculated in 
that univerfity. After refiding at it fix or fever* years, he 
returned to his native country, and became clerk to one Mr. 
Jeflerys of Earl's Croom, an eminent juftice of the peace' 
/or that county, with whom he lived fome years in an eafy 
and reputable ftation. Here he found fufrkient leifure to 
apply himfelf to whatfoever learning nis inclinations led him,, 
which was chiefly biftory and poetry, j. adding to thefe, 
for his diverfion, mufic and painting (c)« He was after- 

(a) He gave 450 1. towards re- ther, tells us, that father Butler's 
pairing and beautifying Ch rift. church had a competent eftate of near three 
college and' cathedral : and founded hundred pounds a year, but mo&of 
and endowed two lectures m the it in leafe. lands, feeld of fir Thomas 
lame college, one for the oriental Ruffe),' grandfather of fir Francis 
languages, and another for* the ma- Rutfel, baronet, lord of the manor 
thematicks ; giving, moreover, an of Strenfoam. ., 
hundred pounds, to repair the room (c) The anonymous author of his 
Sn which they were t» be read. He life tells us, he. had feen fome pic- 
contributed alfo to the repair of Litch- tures, faid to be of Mr. Butler's 
field-church. As for his many other drawing, in Mr. JerTery/s family ia 
benefactions they are not upon re- the year 17 10. His early inclina- 
cord» becaufe they were done in a tion to that noble art procured him 
private manner. ** . afterwards the friendship of Mr. Sa- 
(b) Anthony Wootf,wlib had' h?s miiel Cooper,' oWof the mod emi- 
information from Butler's own bro- nent painters of that time. Life, p: 5. 
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ward* recommended to that great encourager of learning* 
Elizabeth countefs of Kent; in whofe houfe he had not only 
the opportunity of confuting all kind of books, but of coa- 
vcrfing with the great Mr. Selden j wh**ften employed But- 
ler to write letters beyond fea, and trariJUfte for him.. He 
lived fome time alfo with Sir Samuel Luke, a gentleman 6f 
an ancient family in Bedfordftiire, and a famous commander 
under Oliver Cromwell, Whilft h^ refided in this gentle-" 
man's family, it is generally fuppofed that he planned, if he 
did not write, the celebrated Hudibras; under which cha- 
racter it is thought he intended .to ridicule that knight. He 
ftudied the common law, but never pra&ifed it. After the 
refioration of king Charles the fecond, Mr. Butler was made 
lecretary to Richard earl of Carbury, lord prefident of the 
principality of Wales, who appointed him ftewa'rd of Lud- 
low-caftlq, when the court was revived there ; and about this 
time he married one Mrs. Herbert, a gentlewoman of a very 
good family. Mr. Wood pretends, that Butler was f^cre- 
tary to George Villi ers, duke of Buckingham, when that 
lord was chancellor of -the univerfity of Cambridge ; and the 
life writer affures us, the duke had a great kindnefs for our 
poet, and was often a benefactor to him. But this is abso- 
lutely denied by major Richard fon Pack. * Mr. Wycherjjr 
4 had always, fays he, laid hold of any opportunity which 
4 offered, to reprefent to his grace the duke of Buckingham 

* how well Mr. Butler had defervedof the royal family, by 
4 writing his inimitable Hudibras ; and that it was a reproach 
4 to the court, that a pet fon of his loyalty and wit fhould 

* fuffer in obfcurity, and under the wants he did. The duke 
4 feemed always to hearken to . him with attention enough, 
4 and, after fome time, undertook to recommend his pre- 

* tenfions to his majefty. Mr. Wycherly, in hopes to keep 
4 him fteady to his word, obtained of his grace to name a 
4 day when he might introduce that modeft and unfortunate 
4 poet to his new patron. At laft an appointment was made* 
4 and the place of meeting was agreed to be the Roebuck.. 
4 Mr. Butler and his friend attended accordingly ; the duke 
4 joined them. But as the d — 1 would have it, the door of 
c the room where they fat was open, and his grace, who had 

* feated himfelf near it, obferving a pimp of his acquaintance 
4 (the creature too was a knight) trip by with a brace of la- 
4 dies, immediately quitted his engagement to follow another 
f kind of bufmefs, at which he was more ready than in doing 

* good offices to men of defert; though no one was better 

* Qualified than he, both in regard to his fortune and under- 
Vqi.IL. Gg " Handing 
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« (landing, to prote<ft them ; and from that hour to tfcfe day 
* of his death, poor Butler never found the leaft tSt8t of 
c his promife.' He had promifes of a good place from lord 
Clarendon ; but they were never accompJifbed. No one 
was a more generous friend to Mr. Butler than the earl of 
Dorfet and Middlefex ; who, being himfelf an expedient poet, 
knew how to fet a juft value upon the ingenious performances 
trf others ; and we are told, he owed it to that nobleman, 
that the court tailed his Hud i bras (c). It foon became the 
chief entertainment of the king, who often pleafantly quoted 
it in converfetion It is faid his maiefty ordered Butler the 
Turn of three thoufand pounds : but the order being written in 
figures, foittebody through whofe hands it pafled, by cutting 
off a cypher, reduced it to three hundred. It paffed all the 
^offices without any fee, at the folicitation of Mr. William 
Longueville of the Temple, lord Danby being at that time 
liigh treafurer. When Mr. Longueville brought this order 
to Mr. Barter, calling to mind that he owed more than that 
fum to different perfons, defired Mr. Longueville to pay 
away the whole gratuity, which that gentleman did accord- 
ingly, and Butler did not receive a (hillihgof the king's 
bounty. This teems to have been the only court favour toe 
tver received. 

The integrity of his life, the acutenefs of his wit, and 
feafinefs of his convention, rendered him highly acceptable 
to all men : yet he prudently avoided multiplicity of ac- 
quaintance. He died on the 25th of September, 1680 (d). 

He was a Very modeft man, and did not (bine in conver- 
sation till Re had taken a chearful glafs, but was no drinker. 
He faw but little company, except what he was in fome 
meafure forced into ; his Hudibras having gained him fuch 

# (c) The firft part came oat in gentlewoman of a very good family. 

1663, in o&avo: afterwards came Anthony Wood, fays me was a wi- 

oat the fecond part 3 and both were dow, and that Butler fupported 

'printed together with feveral addi- himfelf by her jointure : for though 

tions and annotations. At length in his riper years he had ft udied the 

' the third and laft part was published, common law, yet he made no ad- 

' but without any annotations, asap- vantage by the practice of it. Wood, 

<pears by the copy printed in 1678. ubi fupra. But the life- writer af- 

The port humous works of Butler fures us, (he was not a widow, and 

Were publiflied in three volumes in that though me had a competent for- 

iwno, but Mr. Charles Longueville, tune, it was of little or no advantage 

who had all his genuine remains, to Butler, being mod of it onfor- 

faid many of the pieces in that col- tunately loft by being put out an 

lecVion were fpurious. bad fecuritics. Life, p. '6. 

(o) He married Mrs. Herbert, a , 

reputa- 

1 *• • • » 


j. BUXTORF, 45 i 

, reputation, that moft perfonsof diftin£tion at that time were 
extremely defirous of his company, and yet not one of them 
contributed to the advancement of his fortune* He was not 
profufe in his difpofition ; hU circumftances indeed were al- 
ways fo narrow that he never had an opportunity of being fo. 
He lived for fome years in Rofe-ftreet, Covent Garden, and 
probably died there. Mr. W. Longueville would fain have 
buried Butler in Weftminfter-abbey, and fpoke in that view 
to fome of thofe wealthy perfons who had admired him fo 
much in his life time, offering to pay his part, but none of 
them would contribute ; upon which Mr. Longueville buried 
him with the greateft privacy (but at the fame time very de* 
cently) in Covent Garden church yard, at hi* own expence ; 
htmfelf and feven or eight perfons more following the corps 
to the grave. Mr. Charles Longueville, member of parlia- 
ment for Eaftlow, fon to the gentleman above-mentioned, 
communicated thefe fa&s to the authors of the General 
Dictionary in 1735 ; and was firmly perfwaded that notwith- 
ftanding the many difappointments Butler met with, he never 
was reduced to any thing like want and beggary, and that he 
did not die in any performs debt. 

BUXTORF, (John) the name of two learned profeflbrs 
of Hebrew at Baft], the father and fon, who are allowed a 
. place among thofe of the firft rank for Rabbinical learning. 
The firft work that Buxtorf the father compofed was, his 
great dictionary, intitled, Lexicon Chaldaicum, Talmudi- 
oum et Rabbinicum, printed at Bafil in 1639, and is abfo- 
lutely neceflary for underftanding the Rabbins, being more 
extenfive than that of R. David of Pomis, printed at Venice 
in 1587. He wrote alfo a fmall dictionary of Hebrew and 
Chaldaic words in the bible, which is very methodical. 
* There is nothing more compleat than his Treafury of the 
Hebrew grammar. He alfo printed a great Hebrew bible at 
Bafil in 1618, with the Rabbins, the Chaldaic paraphrafes, 
and the Maflbra, after the manner of the great bible of Ve- 
nice : but father Simon thinks it incorrect. To this bible is 
commonly added the Tiberias of the fame author, which 
is a commentary upon the Maflbra ; where be explains at 
large what the Rabbins think of it, and expounds in Latin the 
terms of the Maflbra, which are very difficult. He follows 
Rabbi Eliasthe Levite in his expofltionof thofe terms. He 
has alfo publifhed Synagoga Judaica, where he expofes the 
- ceremonies of the Jews: which, though it abounds in learn- 
ing, does not greatly {hew the judgment of the compiler, 
S who 
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who infxfts too much upon trifles, merely for the fake of tfea- 
dering the Jews ridiculous, The fmall abridgment of Leo 
of M^deaa upon ttys fubje£t, tfanflated by rather Simon, 
is far better. We hive befides fome other books of the fame 
author v among which is his Bibliotheque of the Rabbins, a 
curious work : but there have been finCe his time a great 
many difcoVeries made on that part of learning. They who 
have a mind to write Hebrew may make ufe of the collec- 
tion of Hebrew letters which he has publffhed under the title 
, H of Inftitutio Epiftolaris Hebraica. He died at Bafil of the 
plague in 1629, aged 65 years* 

• BUXTORF, (John) the fon, had. no lefs (kill in the 
Hebrew and the Rabbins than his father, as appears by the 
great number of works he has compofed on thofe heads, He 
tranflated fome Rabbins, and among others the More Nero- 
chim of Rabbi Mofes ; and the book, intitled, Cofri. He 
alfo writ upon the Hebrew, Chaldaic, and Syriac grammar^. 
His Hebrew Concordance is much efteemed ; and being heir 
of his father's opinion as well as Jewifli literature, he has 
defended the antiquity of the points and vowels of the He- 
brew text againfl; Lewis Capellus, in a book, intitled, Trac- 
tatus de pun&orum, vocalium & accentuum in ltbris veteris 
teftamentr Hebraicis origine, antiquitate, & authoritatc^ 
printed at Bafil in 1648. There is a great number of paf- 
fagesof the Rabbins cited in this book". He' has alfo written 
another book much more valuable again ft the critiques of 
the fa id Ludovicus Capellus, with this title, Anticritica ; 
feu vindiciae veritatis Hebraicae adverfus Ludovici CapeITi 
criticam, quam vocat facram, printed at Bafil in 1653. He 
has alfo compofed leveral differtations upon different matters 
relating to^ the Jewifli literature, in which he excelled. He 
died in the year 1664. 

Many learned men, who admire the Rabbinical excellency 
of thefe two great men, are not always fatisfied with their 
judgment. They believe thefe authors too much led by the 
Rabbies ; and that Capellus, though not fo great an Hebri- 
cian, has written more judicioufly upon this argument. They 
add, that the ftrong fancy which a great part of the German 
and Geneva divines have for the Hebrew points, proceeds in 
good meafure From the regard they had for the two Buxtorf 's, 
whole opinions they blindly followed, not being able to go 
to the bottom of fo difficult a difquifition. Father Simon 
has fpoken but flightly of them. " The two Buxtorfs, faya 
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iC he, who have got much reputation, efpecially among the 

<c proteftants, have in moft of their wqrjcs only fhewn them- 

** (elves extremely prejudiced in favour 6f the Rabbins, with*- 

«« out having confulted any other authors." Buu Buttorf^-^ 

the father received the higheft encomiums from ali the karri: foidT c i # 

ed of his time. In particular, Gerard Voffius, in the fu. * 

neral oration which he made for Erpenius, fays, that u .Eu«* 

<c rope had not a more knowing and learned man, nor orte 

44 who was better verfed in the Rabbins, and in fuch books 

C€ as related to the Talmild, than Buxtorf." Jofcph Scali-r ^ 

ger goes farther, and fays, that Buxtorf u ought to be confi- 

** dered as the matter of the Rabbins. He declares him to 

* c be the only man who underftood the Hebrew language Sca %- •**** 

cc thoroughly; and that not with (landing his greybeard, hej?" n ' d J° f " 

€< would gladly be his fcholar :" which was the higheft com- & morte * 

pigment that v could be paid to fo young a man as Buxtorf then Buxtorfiife- 

was. Ifaac Caufabon entertained exa&ly the fame opinion of ^™ ^" a 

hum as Scaliger, and adds, that " there is a great deal of- can- mor.PhilJf, 

" dor, and an air ofhdnefty, which runs through all bis T -Lp. 3 *4« 

« c writings." 

BZOVIUS, (Abraham) a learned Polander, js faid to Baylc'iDia. 
have compofed fo many books, that it would take fome pages 
to contain the titles of them. The chief of his works is a 
continuation of Barpnius's Annals. He began at the year 
in 8, where that cardinal had ended ; and compofed twelve 
volumes of Annals of the church. He was defcendei from 
a good family, and born in the year 1567. His parents dy- 
ing when he was a child, he was educated by his grandmo- 
ther on the mother's fide, in the city of Profovitz ; and he 
made fo good ufe of the inftr udions of one of h s uncles, that 
at ten years of age he could write Latin, compofe mufic, 
and make verfes. After this, he went to continue his (In- 
dies at Cracow, and there took the habit of a Dominican. 
Being fent into. Italy, he read fome leftures of philofophy at 
Milan, and of divinity at Bologna. After he returned into 
bis own country, he preached in Pofnania, and in Cracow, 
with the applaufe of all his hearers ; and taught philofophy 
and divinity. He was principal of a college of his own or- 
der; and did feveral considerable fervices to that and to his 
country. Afterwards he went to Rome; where he was re* 
ceived with open arms by the pope, an a* lodged in the Vati- 
can. He deferved that reception, Mr. Bayle tells us; for he 
imitated Paronius clofely in his manner of turning all things 

to 
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to favour the power, apd raife th$ glory of the papal fee. 

Hit inconiidefate and violent seal occaiioaed him to take 

jtteps of which He had reafoh to repent. He had very much 

abufei thejsmperof Lewis of Bavaria, and razed himignomi* 

M nioufly out of the catalogue of emperors. The duke of Ba- 

H . ^ varia was fo incenfed at this audacioufnefs, that, not fatif- 

» fied with caufiflg an apology to be wrote for that emperor, 

hfe brought ana&ionin form agaittii the anaalift, and got 

him condemned to make a publick retra&ation. Bzovius did 

■ w » not get off for this difgrace: he was fever ely treated in the 

• v apology of Lewis of Bavaria, publifhed by George Herwart ; 

>• . who affirms, that Bzovius had not a&ed in his annals like a 

. * man of honefty,- or wit, or judgment, or memory, or any 

ether good quaKty of « writer. Bzovius would probably have 

continued in the Vatican till his death, if the murder j©f one 

of -his fiervants, and the lofs of a great fum of money* which 

was carried off by the murderer, had not (truck him with ftich 

a terror, as obliged him to retire into the convent of Minerva. 

' Here he died in the year 1637, at the age of feventy. The 

% letter which the king of Poland writ to the pope in the year • 

1633* does our Dominican much honour ; for in it the king 

- fcppiicatea Urban VIII. moft humbly to fufier the good old 

man to return into Poland, that he might employ him in* 

compofing a hiftory of the late tranfa&ions there. He de- 

' clarcs, that he Jhall efteem himfelf much indebted tohisholi* 

wfe, if he will be pleafed to. grant him 'that favour, which he 

fb carnfftly requefts of him. 
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